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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The following Letters were not the produce 
of mere recollection, but were formed from 
the substance of a journal kept, with consi- 
derable care, during the progress of the 
events which they record. Some of these 
were, indeed, too striking to have been easily 
forgotten, as to their general character ; but 
for the detail of minute circumstances, which, 
it is hoped, will be found to possess some 
degree of interest, memory alone would not 
have been a secure or sufficient guide. The 
introductory and final forms of epistolary 
writing have been purposely omitted; but 
for all the particulars, however extraordi- 
nary, the Author is thus enabled fairly to 
pledge his credit. The Letters will, perhaps, 
obtain the more attention, as conveying the 
first detailed account of this concluding ex- 
pedition of the war. 
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LETTER I. 

H.M.Ship May 31at, 1814. . 

HiJEfi wc are,, at anchor in the GaWnne, and 
waiting for a favourable breeze .to prosecutfe ouir 
voyage. That America is bur destination we all 
know; but whether we are to proceed to Gaiiada, 
or agatnst some part of the United States, none but 
those at =the head of affairs can tell. The secret, 
however, is one v^hidi cannot long be kept, because 
a few weeks will bring us so fiir on our Way, as to 
enable every man to judge for himself. • I shallnot, 
therefore,' weary- your patience by idly guessing at 
what tnuM 80 soon be a certainty, but shatU rather 
endeavour, in the- mean time, to amuse you with 
an account of our motions iiiace the peace, particu- 
larly of' Out march through the southern parts of 
(Gaseony to our present floating quarters. 

B 



S THE GARONNE. 

As soon as the white flag had been displayed 
from the citadel of Bayonne, the customary salutes 
fired by the garrison and the besieging army, and 
matters so far arranged as to permit a relaxation of 
the blockade, the thoughts of all were naturally 
employed in speculations as to their future destiny. 

This employment, you will perceive, was the 
necessary consequence of the want of better. We 
saw, that where we were, at least, there was no 
longer any occasion for us, and many began to an- 
ticipate with dismay, the prospect of immediate 
reduction. There was, however, one chance left, 
and that depended upon the continuance of the 
war with America, England, it was argued, is now 
at peace with all the world, except this her most 
implacable enemy, against whom she has theJMM- 
est cause of irritation ; nop: 1$ ; i t at all probable . tb^t 
slie will let slip aa opportunity sofavpui^Me of ii^r 
-verely chastising her, for her per^dy.Qndangi^titude. 
It was the general opiqion, therefpre, that, ja Jlarge 
-proportion of the Peninsular avtny would. be tnviSr 
rpOTted to the otb^r side of the Atl^ntix^ . that . the 
war would there be carried : QH with vigour, and 
Uiat no t^rms of accomficipdation would belisteoed 
toi except such as a British: geJxeual should dictate 
ilri the RepuhUcan^Sejiate Hous?. It ba^been often 
remarked, : find uo$ y^ith greater. ?fre<jue»cy.tha» 
ju^ticej that men are extremely ready ijQ . believe 
what they wbhto be triie. A plan of operations, 
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therefore, so completely in consonance with the 
desire of those who trembled at the prospect. of 
half-pay, was pronounced, first the most proper, 
and then the most likely thing in the world to 
be followed up; and the sole subject of inquiry 
soon was^ which regiments might expect to . be 
allotted for this service, and which would return 
home. For my oWn part, I from the first laid my 
account with being sent ouit, because the corps to 
which I belong* had not suffered so mnch as many 
others in the war which was just closed*. Nor, in 
the end; did I find myself deceived. There was a 
time, indeed, inwfaicbl began.to waver^ and though 
my doubts did iiot continue long in existience, it 
ii^ i^viertheless proper that I should say^where th^ 
originated. » . ' 

You are pierhap^ aware tiiat' <m the conclusion 
of an armistice between the Frendi* and- British 
armies, one of the conditions was, that the garrison 
of Bayonne should be permitted tor ibrage?Jkorthe 
extent of seven lieaguesi rfrom the townv/; Thi?. p£ 
course bcca^ned a scarcilry of fbod for tkt hosisesy 
and iC WQi^ deemed necessaryy in consequence of 
that scsuKiliy; to move part of the Brilnsfa fi3nre a day -a 
matich toimrds the lean Now it had so happened 
tlxat, am6ng the rest of oil r^ conclusions, • me had; 
agreed that the troops- destined for America wo;uId 
embattle a)t Bdurdeaux, thosfe destined fi3r England ati 
Passage. ' Finding (Hirsdves> therefore, proceeding 
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in the directioii of the latter pbce, and not being 
aware of the cause of this movement, we began to 
suspect that we had been premature in numbering 
t)Urselves among those portioned off for the trans? 
sitlantic war. Our hopes, however, or fears, or 
perhaps, more properly speaking, a mixture of the 
two, did not last long, for we proceeded no further 
than a distance of fifteen miles before we halted ; 
nor had we continued in that position many days, 
when an order arrived for us to retrace our steps, 
and to make the best of our way towards Boufdeaux; 
: I need not observe that the promulgation of 
this order was a full confirmation of our first 
opinion; and that we, who had began to dream of 
the society of fathers, sisters, wives, and friends, now 
looked forward with equal, if not greater satisfac- 
tion, to a renewal of the hardships and enjoyments 
of active warfare. 

i\ It was on the evening of the fourteenth that 
the route was received, and on the following morn- 
ing, at day break, we commenced our march. The 
country through which we moved, had nothing in 
itself, unconnected with past events, calculated in 
any extraordinary degree to attract attention. 
;* Bdiind us, indeed, rose the Pyrenees in all theic 
gaahdcnr, forming, on that side, a noble boundary 
tipk.the prospect; and on our left was the sea, a 
bo^mdary different it is true in kind, blit certainly, 
]^t iless grand and sublime. Excepting these two 
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extremities, however, there was nothing in the 
landscape on which the eye loved particularly t6 
rest, because the country, though pretty enough^ 
has none of that exquisite richness and luxuriance 
which I had been led to expect, as characteristic oif 
the South of France. The houses, too, being aill in. 
a ruinous and dilapidated condition, reminded puc 
more foi^cibly of the scenes of violence and outrage 
which had been lately acted among them, than of 
those ideas of rural contentment and innocence, 
which various tales and melo-dramas had taught us 
to associate, in our own minds, with the land of the 
vine. ' 

Regarded, however, in connection with past 
events, the scene was indeed most interesting; 
though to a stranger fresh from England, a man, 
we will suppose, of retired and peaceful habits, I 
can readily imagine that it would have been pro- 
ductive of much pain ; . and that it would have 
drawn from him many ejaculations against the 
terbarities of war, and the cruelty of men towards 
one another. On each side of the road, in what- 
ever direction we cast our eyes, and as far as our 
eyes could reach, we beheld cottages unroolfed and 
in mins, chateaux stripped of their doors and win- 
dows, gardens laid waste, the walls demolished, 
and the fruit trees cut down j whole plantations 
levelled, and vineyards trodden under fopt. Here 
and there likewise, 4 redoubt or breast-work pre** 
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secited itself; while cj^ps, broken firelocks, pieces 
of dothiilg and acdOutremente scattered about in 
prd&sion, marked the spots where the strife, had 
he^ti most determined, and where many a fine fel- 
low* bad met his fate. Our journey lay, in short, 
oyer a fifeld of battle, so that the hou$<es were not 
only thoroughly gutted, (to use a vulgar but most 
expressive phrase,) but for the most part were rw?- 
idledl with caiinon shot. Round some of the largest, 
ilPtdeed, theife was not a wall nor a tree, which did 
not 'present fevident proofs of its having been con- 
vferted into a temporary place of defence, while 
the deep ruts, in what had once been lawns and 
flower-gardens, showed, that even their beauty did 
not-protect them from beii^g destroyed by t);ie rude 
passage of heavy artillery. 

Immediately beyond the village of Bedart, such 
spectacles were particularly frequent. It was here, 
you will recollect, that in the nrtmth of December 
•Idst there was fighting for four days together; 
and I do assure yOu, that the number of. little hil- 
locks within our View, from under most of which 
4egs and artns were peeping up, as well as the 
'4)thet dbjects which I have attempted to describe, 
sUffidi^itly attested the obstinacy with which the 
fighting had been maintained. 

I irepefet, that in the bosom of a man of p^ce, 
it ii^ very conceivable that all • this would have 
excised feelings exceedingly painful; in ours, how- 
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ever^ such feelings were py^^'bofnejjy others. piui?)^ 
more powerftd. If we gazed with pequli^f i^-t 
terest upoi^ one b(^vel moris thau another, it , was 
because some.of us had there maintained ourselves; 
if we ehdeavotired to count theAumber of shotr 
boles in .any wall, or the bre^^^s in any hedge, it 
was because we had stood behind them, when " tji.e 
iron hail "i fell thick and fest around us. Our 
thoughts^ in ^hort, bad more of exultation in them 
than sorrow ; for though now and then, when th,e 
name of a fallen comrade was mentioned^ it w^^^ 
accompanied with a "poor fellow !" the qonyer^ 
tion soon setumed again to .the exploits and hf^jf 
breadth escapes . of the: survivors. On the whQle, 
therefore, ou» march was one of deep inter^t^afld 
high excitement, feelings which did . not entii*ely 
evaporate when Ave lilted, ^bout two hours aftei; 
noon^ at the village of Anglet. 

As I am. well aware, from experience, that persons 
who live quietly at home, can form no.! correct 
notions of tlie jstate of a country which is, or haa 
lately been, .the seat of war, I am inclined to fktter 
myself that you will pardon the tediousiaess of the 
above detail; and I am likewise willing to persuade 
myself j that a little further continuance of such 
matters, will not be uiaacceptable. The environa 
of a beleaguered town, :inj particular, are very dif-» 
ficult to be conceived without having been seen/ 
Jt is true that every Qne* understands, or believes. 

B 4 
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tJmt-he underdtahdSj what is meant by trenches, 
lines of cirCumvallation, £tnd so fotth^ but these, 
after all, are no more than general terms, incapable 
of affording real information to any except a mili- 
tary reader. In attempting, therefore, to give you 
some idea of the aspect of things, in the immediate 
neighbourhood of Bay onnie, I shall not pretend to 
draw apian, in words, of the city itself, with its 
defences and out-works ; nor yet of the several 
posts occupied by the different division^ of the be- 
sieging army. For all this I refer you to the public 
prints, where you will find it much* better told, 
than, with my opportunities of observation, I could 
possibly tell it I would rather describe to you 
the condition of a single hamlet, minutely and par- 
ticularly; because it is exactly in such minute 
particulars that you must be least informed. 

For this purpose, I will take the village of 
Anglet, the place where we this day pitched our 
tents, and which, during the continuance of hosti- 
lities, was a post of vital importance. It is distant 
about a mile and a half, or two miles from the ad- 
vanced works of Bayonne, and stands upon the 
high road from Madrid to Paris, which runs through 
the middle of that city* Along this road all the 
supplies for the left of our army were brought up, 
consequently a sally made in this direction, and 
with success, might have been productive, to us,. of 
much mischief. To guard against such an occur-; 
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reiicCy due cane was bestowed upon fortifying and 
streJngthening the post. About one hundred yards 
in front of the village, . felled, trees were thrown 
across the road with their branches towards the 
town, forming what we call an abattis. Forty or 
fifty yards in rear of this, a ditch was dug, and a 
breast-work thrown up, behind which a party 
might securely stand and do great execution with 
their fire, upon any body of men struggling to force 
their way through the thick branches. On each side 
of the road, again, where the ground gradually 
rises into little eminences, were erected redoubts 
and batteries, from which a heavy flanking fire 
might be kept up ; whilst every house in the vil- 
lage i itself, . which^ by the way, are built in a 
straggling manner, and at considerable distances 
from one another, was loop-holed, and converted 
into a temporaiy fortress ; the church, in parti- 
cular, being on higher ground than the other 
buildings, yras completely metamorphosed, from a 
mansion of peace, into a little citadel. Strong 
palings, called in military phraseology, stockades, 
were driven into the ground round the church-yard, 
from openings in which some pieces of light artil-; 
lery showed themselves. The walls of the edifice 
itself were strengthened by an embankment of 
earth to the height of four or five feet, above 
which narrow openings were made, in order to 
give its defenders an opportunity of levelling their 



10 UAUCat TOWARDS .BOUR0£AU.X« 

muslcets; whilst within^ the pulpit was frlled with 
barrels of "gunpowdery and the space enclosed by 
the^rails of the altar, used as amagazine for shot 
and^ells, 

. I haMe been thus minute in my description , of 
Anglety because what I have said of it will apply 
equally well to every village, hamlet, or cluster of 
houses within the compass of what are called the 
lines. On this side, you will perceive, there was 
no intention of making a breach, or of storming the 
place ; nor, indeed, would it have been advisable 
to attempt it, excepting in one point, and that on 
the opposite side of the town. The sole object of 
these preparations, therefore, was to keep the 
enemy within their works, and to cut them off from 
all communication with the surrounding country. 
But where troops are ejvery moment in danger of 
being attacked, as must be the case with all besieg- 
ing armies, the slightest cover and the most trifling 
defence is of importance. You may, therefore, 
figure to yourself what appearance a country must 
present, which, to the extent of fifteen or twenty 
miles round, is thus treated ; where every cottage 
is fortified, the most valuable timber cut down to 
form abattis, every eminence crowned with more 
regular works, and every place swarming with 
armed men. Such was its aspect during the day^ 
whilst at night it exhibited a spectacle not less 
strikingr Then, in whatever direction you might 



tuiu your eyes, they would be sure to rest upon 
parts of a huge circle of iires;, and if you changed 
to be standfloftgi behind one of them, you might .wit* 
n^s.chairs^ tables, bedsteads, or any other pieces of 
faotusdbold furniture which lay nearest at hand, 
thrown on,.with all the indifference in the world, to 
mcrease the blazew 

' TheiGonditioix of the inhabitants of this district^ 
was, /as you may suppose, exceedingly wretched. 
Most .of i them, indeed, had fled on the advance of 
the ^ritbh, and left their houses and effects to the 
Qcmquerors;. some, however, remained, and though 
they were: certainly treated with all the humanity 
possible^ iunder. 3uch circumstances, it must be con- 
fessed Jthat:: their auflferings were great. In the 
firstpiace tfcey were necessarily deprived of all the 
comforts of home ; their houses were filled with 
sahiiers, and if one little apartment were assigned 
to.the whole family, thej^ might consider them- 
selves as extronely fortunate. In the next place 
they were compelled to witness the destruction of 
liicir; property j: and to bear with patience many 
insults from the common soldiers. I need not say 
l^tno British officer was ever guilty of insulting 
tbem^ and that, whenever a complaint was made of 
one of tlie privates, the matter was fully examined 
into/ and if the story was found to be correct, the 
Boldier was instp.Btly punished. But I believe that 
tbay put up- with many injuries rather than com-^ 
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plain, through a dread of the consequences which 
might result, from the anger and revenge of the 
man whom they should bring to puhishibeat. 

Besides these two inconveniences, > they must 
have lived in a constant state of terror and alarm. 
In. case of a successful sortie from the town, they 
knew that they would be put to death by their owi> 
countrymen, for remaining in their houses to receive 
the. English; whilst upon their present protectons; 
they could not rest implicit confidence, seeing 
that they were bound to them by no ties of alliance 
or kindred. They could never, then, be free from 
apprehension, of some sort or other, nor is it easy 
to imagine any feeling more distressing than that 
of continual dread. It is true that no article of 
food was taken from them, without their receiving 
in lieu of it considerably more than its full value; 
and it is likewise true that when they became 
better acquainted with. the intruders, they were 
frequently invited to partake of the soldier's messes ; 
but these were trifling advantages, and by no 
rneans sufficient to compensate for the mischiefs 
by which they were accompanied, 

I am not one of those who love to evince theii* 
sensibility by mourning over unavoidable evils; 
neither, indeed, would it be consistent with my 
present views and profession so to do ; but in truth 
I cannot help observing, that war, when stripped 
of its parade and excitement, and softened dgwn 
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by all the alleviating circumstances of which it is. 
capable, is a fearful thing. One experiences n6> 
regret at seeing the most splendid mansion con- 
sumed :to ashes, provided it be set on fire by our 
own shells, and to dislodge the enemy ; one has^ 
no reluctance in treading down corn-fields, destroy- 
ing orchards, and ruining in one day the labour of 
months, as long as the hurry and madness of a 
battle continue. But when this has died away, 
and the calmness of repose returns, he who can look 
with indifference upon the ravages which he has 
himsdf contributed to produce, must be either 
more or less than man. I beg, however, that youi 
will not take fright, or imagine that I am going 
into a strain of prosing. Nature has not gifted 
me with any great turn that way, and if she 
had, I at present want the inclination to exercise 
it. One only remark, however, I beg leave to 
make, a remark which has been often made by 
much wiser men, that old England, if she were but 
properly aware of it, has more cause of sincere 
thanTcfulness than any nation in Europe. It is true 
that our countrymen have suffered, and are still 
suffering in their purses ; and it is unquestionable, 
that to part with our money, and to deny ourselves 
luxuries to which we have all our lives been accus- 
tomed, are, in themselves, no slight grievances. 
But if they who complain so bitterly of taxation, 
could but experience for a short time the real 
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misery, tif having • a^ wiar iBroaght home to : theif : own 
dooi^i r.am. mistaken if they would not desire to 
buyit awayagainv at double the price, of tiie pre- 
sent burthens. Depend upoa it^ tiiat all yonr 
grumblers are men devoid either of reflexion or prm^ 
ciple; m which of the two they are.deficient^ I leave 
you to judge. 

But I find that, in ^ite of my promise to the 
contrary, I am actually getting into, a moralizing 
strain as; fast as I can. To prevent its continuance 
I jshallihere break off, promising^tOTenew^faiy joiiri^ 
nal^ with more fects and fewer jobservations,^ in my. 
next letter. 
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LETTER II. 

June 31st, 1814. 

As soon as the bustle of encamping was over, and 
my time absolutely at my own disposal, I took 
advantage of an offered f4fesport, and proceeded 
into Bayonne. You will readily believe that I 
entered this city with feelings very different from 
those of a common traveller. Having lain before it 
as a besieger for upwards of two months, its shops, 
its trade, its public buildings and places of amuse- 
ment were to me objects of, comparatively speaking, 
little interest or curiosity. Its fortifications and 
means of defence wer^, in truths what I was princi- 
pally anxious to examine. Hitherto I could judge 
of them only from outward appearances and vague 
reports ; and now that an opportunity was offered 
f of so doing with greater accuracy, I confess that 
my inclination prompted me to embrace that oppor- 
tunity, rather than to hunt for pictures which I 
could not value, or fatigue my imagination by en- 
deavouring to discover fine specimens of architec- 
ture, amid heavy and ill-built churches. 

But I have already pledged myself, nor do I mean 
to withdraw that pledge, to attempt no military 
description of this important city. To do so with 
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exactness, and at the same time to render the de-* 
scription intelligible, and what is still more difficult, 
interesting to a man^ of peace, is a task to which I 
acknowledge myself incompetent. Yiet to pass it 
by with the observation that it was as strong as 
the nature of the ground, and the labour of man 
could make it, is not, I am inclined to believe; 
what you would desir^ I shall therefore eridea- 
vour to steer a middle . course, by giving yot^ 
something like a general idea of the whole, avbid- 
ing, at the same time, sus much aS possible, all 
technical terms, and prolix details. 

The city of Baypnne stands, as every body knows, 
ujpon the Adour, about six or ei^ht miles from the 
point where that river falls into the sea. On th^ 
southern or Spanish bank, where the yrhole ofth6 
city, properly so called, is built, the country, to the 
distance of two or three miles from the walls, ii 
perfectly flat, aiidthe soil sandy, and apparently hot 
very productive. On the opposite bank the ground 
rises rather abruptly from the brink of the stream, 
sloping upwards likewise from the sea, till youatriv^ 
at the pinnacle upoji which the citadel is erected, and 
which hapgs immediately over the town. Thus, 
though the Adour, in f^t separates the city from 
the sul)ui:bs andqitadel, yet as theramparts of the 
former extend to the water's edge on both sides, 
and as thpse of the latter continue the sweep from 
points immediately opposite, the general appear- 



ancepresentedisjthatof one considerable town, with 
a broad river flowing through the middle of it. * 
You will perceive, even from this short and im- 
perfect sketch, that its very situation gives to 
Bayonne a superiority over most cities ; inasmuch 
as it afibrds peculiar facilities towards rendering it 
a place of great strength. On one side there is a 
plain, always accounted hf engineers the most 
convenient for the construction of fortifications ; 
on the other an eminence, lofty enough to com- 
mand the surrounding country, and at the same 
time sufficiently level at the summit to receive the 
walls of a fortress, powerful at once from its posi- 
tion and regularity. But the great strength of 
Bayonne -is owing, not more to its original defences 
than to the numerous out- works which have lately 
been added to it. It was along the course of the 
Adour, you will remember, or rather between the 
Adour and the Nieve, that Soult formed his famous 
intrenched camp. The right of this chain of stu- 
pendous works rested upon the city, the importance 
of wliich was consequently much increased; and 
as the capture of it would have occasioned, not 
only the loss of a town, but the turning of thb 
whole position, no pains were spared in rendering 
it as nearly impregnable as possible. To give you 
some notion of the nature of these works, I will 
describe the aspect which they presented to myself, 
as I rode from Anglet towards the city. Wheti 
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communiqs^tion betwo^ the two places would he 



ent off; bat th^ dntindt frohi the one to the other 
bdnj^ tMt more than ^ fcalf-^uskett i ^let; and the 
^n^ttf^'the ftiift'pohitifig 'direetly down nfpon the 
sSe^tkfts kM houses of tinei dity; < ^ny attempt to hold 
Mt' could'catueonly the^dc^tMction of the town, 
2tttdihe'uMV'efei|gfedslatighter^f its garrison. Of 
iht truth of this the Fretlebwtere, of course, asmuch 
IWati^iis their ^neiAies, nor^did thef neglect any 
Metfli8 'Which att acciiirate ^owledg^ ^engineer- 
itig^touid pokrt out^ Mforthe defence bf what tbejr 
ju^yi considered' as the Jc^ of the ^ntire^ position. 
In dddi tioki -te it)^ owtt t^ryt ^ reguhr 'and well ^oi^- 
striieted! 'fortiiSieatk^ t\j|^6/ Strong redoubts were 
thMWtt^ u^; oir two sidesiof tine fort^iupoii the only 
S(i6tt'of groiind citeukted rfer this |)ut{>6^e,*' both of 
whibh, I wa^ infonnttd by ftvy guide, * ^ef e > under*^ 
mined' and toaded^ with/ ^npowderj leady to be 
ftfi^tig as soon ^as they should fall into our handsL 
S'hey had< judged, and judged corietttlyi ^tlaX li 
everdw^ptoce ahould be mvesied^^'it would bei 
here that the trenches wonvld'bisiopeMdf/ and' the 
bveaeimig batteties' erected ; and^hey €0tised|tiBfU^ 
ly mAde every pt^eparratkui' ito.infeet die danget^ 
ijirhfch gntatf prudence anid milttaryf Bkrll could 

Baydtinef thovglii w pcipulous/ piacev^ A^ ikA 
cover to much groundas cine woiuld be lied: tio skipn 
pbse# like imost walled tQswns^ itoi stieets^ ^th 
tiieeitceptioK'^ oiie ot twd, are in general nairour; 

c S 
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and the houses lofty ; but it is cptopact, and, on the 
whole, clean and neatly built. The number of in- 
habitants, I should be inclined to eatiniiate at 
somewhere about thirty thoujsand, exclusive of the 
garrison, which at thia^ti me amounted to four^teeu 
or iifteeji thousand men ; but as most of the femir 
lies appefir to live in the. style, of those in the old 
town of Jidinburgh, that js^ tp.say, several und^r 
the same roof, .though each, in a separate story^ w 
flat, it is not difficult to conceive ho wtiieycontrivi^ 
to find suiiicient room, within a compass apparently 
so narrow. Of 5 its commerce and manufactures I 
can say little, except that I shouldnot imagine either 
to be. extensive... I am led, to form this opinion, 
partly from having 5een no shipping at, the wharfs, 
and partly .because the Adour, though here both 
wide and deep, is rendered unnavigable to. vessels 
of any si^e, by a shallow, or bar at its mouth. 
There was indeed^ a slppp of war close to the town, 
but how.it:gpt^)there :J ram^ata loss to concdve, 
unless rit weri^/feuil^iUpqn. the. river, and constantly 
kept there^ ,^s ,ap>additi<;)ni4 prostectioa againsta sur- 
prii^fsrom the,Mr»tei:*' The/^bops >^rj?, ;lfV)\v«ver^,gjQQd, 
pm\G\x\f^\y^\^}^iW\ii^ soW»; m »rti- 

cle inXh^fifXti^g ^nd ^pming^ nMhi^bith^i.I^Ppch, 

i£tbey.4«iiJ^t;^<?«edi^^i%waHy sj4bR«afltft4 value, 
undoubted^ Irtpas^V^jift^.^tegaftoe. .„)1 fri»»f < r„ .» 
. WhiSRnJi \^ f^qOi4%ifi<>iwJ^r*>Wfivi^ of ,,the 
tOkwn?^»i/fplt 4i«pPi^(^rlftfiS*«K^>«r^ t|i^ bridge 

J: » 
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with the intention of itispecting the interior of the. 
citadel. Here, ^however,' I was disappointed, nd 
strangers being admitted within its gates ; but. as 
there was no objection made ' to my recontioitering 
it from without,' I •proiccieded • towards the point 
where our trenches' haid been du^, and where it had 
been desrigned to breach and storm the place. To 
this I was nrged by two niotiVes, ' partly from the 
desire of obtaining the beisit' view possible of the 
fort, and partly that I niight exjithiiiethe ground 
upon which the deatperate afiait ' df ' the 1 4th of 
April took place; You *#ill tefcblfedt, that some 
hours before day-light in the morning of that day, 
a vigorous and well arratiged kortie^fe*' made by 
the garrison, atnd 1:hat'it W^s^^ndt'wifthcfit' hard 
fighting and a • Severe loss bn both^iridi^s> ^ kh^ti thcJy 
were finally repiilsed. < »? ^ ^f ^^ ,.|,ii»i>j > . 

Mounting the heights, th^eforei' 'I ^4kin AiUveA 
at St. Etienne, a little v41l^g6 iki^iy^ ofe a'tevel 
with the citadel, ahd tm. hn^Wii^thkW\h\P'iimi\e 
from its walls. FW)m thi^^pdJttfir^bttld'S^ijjfy '«if^ 
curiosity to the^fuPV 4iki* aS^tfete^atteouftit^Wky'ttot, 
perhaps, be '(vniiltemisfting; 'E shaKHd^ib^^^^ 

as I am able, the isde^e ttrhfeW here^tWerifty^e^ 

The ridge of lktlle4lilte''4*pdti^W^McWthe'fo^^ stnd 
village are built, thduyi^ it' ris^ 'by ^ gentle gtad^- 
tionfrom the sea,> toi^vaffds'the^ spot where i now 
stood^ is: neverthdesii interrtiptied ^nd broken hev^ 
and th^e with deep glens or ravines. Two of these 

c 3 
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glens, one to the right, the <y6her to tbe^lefty c^BKMk 
to occur immediately tinckr the lainparts of ;.tbe 
fortress, supplying^ in some measUTe, the pufpooes 
of a ditch, and leaving ft sont ;af table i pr elevated 
neck of land lietweeil tbemy ^ike extremity of^wbioh 
18 occupied by th^ village** On thk)ntck^3gt&i 
the besieged had constriictedone of the^iiedEMtthM 
which I mentipned as.having been lately /throfm 
up, whilst on another table, at the opp6sitprSide.JBff 
the left rat^ine^ which winds rouod in the direcldoii 
tjt the waU, as nearly as if it( wease ti» wc^/O^dfft^ 
stands the othier redoiibt^ Beyond thifi / 9^MP» 
there is a perpendicular precipice^ the- hiU^ th?r$ 
abruptly ending ; so that am twp aides thfirWaUi9'of 
the fort skirt the ex4:remity of a bare vQchi i It wiU 
along the outer ridges of these ravineai, aod throitgjh 
the church-yard of St £tienne, that our tren^sbes 
weredrawn^ the iirillage itself being theimoei ad- 
vanced British post y audit was along thea^ ridg^> 
akid in the street? of this villa^,; that the n^onQf 
tiie 14th of April was fought i* n>, m 

It 18 not my vbu^ness, neither inde^ it^ xtrmymy 
tention^ to relate the particnlarfir of that<4Ui^- 
The French, you will ^remember^ hamng^ o&oHmiitdt 
in a datkiright, to elude Jthe. vigilance t of rouraen- 
tinels^ came upon the pieketaiunperaeived^u iMid 
took them completelyiby surprise ; 'Hie battlerwas 
maintained on b6th sides With gnsatidetera)ini£i0ii» 
and had it not been fori die. unfertnnateseaptorQ/t^ 



8i¥ John Wopej «nd 4)be fell of Geiieml Hky, ilk 
af^SallantS' (vr0uM hare bad* little ^<au$e to rejoice 4t 
, the«8fwlt>citfop (though «be lods of the ErBgUsh^Witt 
f^^ii^sMfyigrektftYti^ «vas at^l^^t^t^M 

if&6imK^ ^^ettW bttMi)€8s^was>aiiriHiif(>^ 
1»4)ol^ jtatftieB/ ! tsine6 belWeit t^»t^ pl^ei - Bu^m^ 
^ftfe^faad dte^dy'dbdicatedi -aad 'the j>reriii^idar^ 
o# piiaeeinf eta^ ditieaay Mfifi|gned. be^ tii^ two 

%atlofiS4-^' •'^•''■- • •>-^ "*•" "li'- -^ • -H -..-". r.* v:.;,-:'r/ ij^: 

^ jibuhd the TiHagej ill %rfat€lli'^^fight}ng'>kdd b«en 

tiK^^'dbBtmtdy^^tnailitaiined, ^ in)rthi^ ctiaditicrBi '<(^ 

)M^@ villa^e4"whaNb such'^amaa h&v^49i^enia0t^: 

Tlii? §ttefet- had heeh iberricaded^-kmttha haFricfi^te 

' Wny atfiTcTiit enirirely^ torn dowir f tb* ^her^es, ,trefe$i 

tllftPthupfch,' Ktee« tho«e> wehad })A«!9edMiJ>kHt^^ s^^ 

^^fSLteH; Virer>e tjowred i^^fh th^^^rmAtkaeficatttttttt 

aflAwdskCft balfe, -*4iil&« qir^ri^itlgs^^r-wiMKl *^ 

^^e^febii^t; > Off 'iriiisfcet' and • pistolt buljets, ^b^^k^A 

^PS^6tim\^'WwS^, Sic >&Jte. 'lay! 3eat4!er^l iaboutrift 

*%v^ydi^fecti4»i.' Nw^Vi»er0the«bli)eOnly€JvMei<^W 

of strife discernible. • In namiy plaoe6jH¥*J!Pf>|lii 

furreftifenfr txf ithe Btrtet,^ ia^tfae dhurehr^yardj'^but 

WJ^e^nH; cm thel'flddffcrf 'the hcHm^^ its^li^^e « 

^t^acefiJ^etf' blood ^erc still distinctly visible;^ Jk^i|le 

«the remiins^ of the baniifcadc,! therer $tood;a solitary 

**ife pbuAifen, ) which:haa/b6*^ tafc^a and ren'^kcn 

' ^tei^ Jttoes'l3uring the struggle/; and^ Irft&sure, you 

'tlkt f d spwaifcling i^f ' jirbatioQkeii'lifee jfit-wis^iij^ipf 

c 4 
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showed that it had never been givea up without 
the iDost desperate resiistance. The mounds, too, 
under which the dead were buried, presented a pe- 
culiarly striking appearance, for the field of action 
iiaving been narrow, those that fell, fell in heaps 
together, anid being buried in the same way, one 
yr^s le4ito form; fill idea of greater slaughter; than 
if double . th(s nunii>er of graves had been distin? 
guishable in a more extended space. 
f{ Having now accomplished: my wishes as far as I 
CQuld^iiiud beginning to feel somewhat fatigued 
^KithstrqUingabout, I adjourned to an hotel in the 
(flty, from whence, in the evening, I went to the 
pl^y, :The; house w^as poor, and the performance 
miserably consequently there was no great induce- 
ment tP §it out the whole of the piece. After 
witnessing :an act or two, therefore, I returned to 
t;he inn, wh^e I slept, and at an early hour next 
Booming, rejoined my regiment^ already under arms 
and making, preparations fbr t^e continuance, of 

ASi)t would haveibe^n considerably oat of our 
^^y ten ^o^rouud by jthe floating > bridge,^ pemm^ 
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Lord Wellington, at the commencement of the siege. It was com- 
posed of a number , of small flj^hing vessels fastened together with 
cords, and planked from one to another, the whole firmly m66red 
about three miles l^low Bayonae. WheUw the daringoesft of IM 
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sion was applied for and granted^ to pass directly 
through Bayonne. With bayonets fixed, there- 
fbrcy band playing, and colours fly ing, we marched 
along the streets of that city ; a large proportion of 
the garrison being drawn up to receive us, and the 
windows crowded with spectators, male and female, 
eager to behold ^he troops from whom, not long 
ago, they probably had expected a visit of a very dif- 
ferent nature. The scene was certainly remarkable 
enough, and the transition from animosity to good 
will, as singular as it was sudden; nor do I imagine 
that it would be easy to define the sensations of 
either part}':, on being thus strangely brought in 
contact with the other. The females, indeed, 
waved their handkerchiefs, whilst we bowed and 
kissed our hands; but I thought I could discover 
something like a suppressed scowl, upon the coun- 
tenances of the military. Certain it is, that in 
whatever light the new state of affairs may b^ re- 
garded by the great bulk of the nation, with the 
army it is by no means popular ; and at this time they 
appeared, to consider the passage^^f British troops 
through the;k liae3^-.as:the ti^m^bat^efntranee of i^ 
victorious enemy. 

. As soon as we had cleared the entrenchments of 
Bayonne, and got bcJyoild thd'lttait^ of the allied 

.. '- ■,' ■; ■ ' • .'^ '.) V- >((• :' !■ '■;■'■ 

attem[yt, or the difficulties slirmoiiiifed in its completion, be consi- 
dered, the construction of this bridge iHky 'te lootei!' upon as one 



irtimp*, we faUtid dUWeltiss ittk e&uitf^y tnoiHi pefie^ 
M ittd'moi*''iflWurei*i(tfe,' than 'any W6 had^J^fet- 
iftet •4H«i(i" 'niWe'Hrerfe' 'hei-«'hd'sigris'bf War.'^Vrt- 
•*tertts ' <$f ^'\>ibTfetttl<*i ' The' iotta^' Werd"cdV»M 
Wllto' hO<l<«y'sa<*kftif tthd'-TO^S- ' ' 'the'^rtfeii^' Wfiffe 
Wbbiftfc^ itf*tlte thdsfc'pcrfcct oid«l*i' thi'trbra- \fi!B 
^*(*«idB|^fin^gi-iBit jilenStyaild'rfchtlie^i^ttd 
WBf d 'WuSttffifi^ tdAUd theJr ■ potes" ^^Hife the? lidpA i» 
tllJifeJgaitV»«i»ift«;tetit. 'It is ittf^ible^toide^tiribe 
the feeling of absolute refreshment, which' Sut^fi 
sight stirred up in one who, for so long a time, Had 
looked upon nothing but ruin and devastation; 
It is true that with respect to grandeur,' blr even 
beautyi the scenery through which I now trarel- 
led was tiot tb be compared with the sublime passeis 
(irf the Pyrenees, or with many other spelts wlirdh 
I bad beheld; but I confess that an hamlet uniti^ 
juredand tenanted by its bwiitude peasantiy, ^ 
field of Indian corn exhibiting no wastefiil track of 
foragers, n^y a isfingle cottage i^ith its floWers and 
^fVer-greens budding aroufad it, wsls at this time a 
tno¥e welcome objeict to my eyes, than the wHdfest 
liiountains, or most romantic valley, display hignb 
habitations except white tents, and no inhabitints 
Except soldiers. I felt, in short, as if I had once- 
more returned into the bosom o( civJlized^ abid do- 
mestic life, after having been for many months a 
wanderer and a savage. 
^The load taloQg which we proqeeded hadrbe^ 



made by Napoleon, and was remarkably good. It 
was sheltered, on each side, from the rays of the 
sun, by groves of cork trees mingled with fir ; by 
wbich means, though the day w^$ overpowermgly 
hot, w^ did not suflfer so mudh as we should otjier- 
wise havp done, Oar march was, theriefor^ 
e^^i^l^giy agceenbl^i . lapd w^e wm? io^ . aiwiit 
9001^ very litjtte fi^tigueid to ,thb. viltegci Krf Qii4(^ 
where )the stents werq pitched, and >wi9 re^aiui^titt 
thf$.morrow« ■.,...,•. . "),i^\,:^1 t'l^ 
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LETTER III. 

** , .' .... • • 

Thx dawn was just beginning to appear, when the 
bugles sounded, and the tents were struck. For the 
first few leagues, our route to-day resembled that 
of yesterday, in almost every particular. There was 
the same appearance of peaceful quiet, the same 
delightful intermingling of woods, corn-fields, 
vineyards, and pasture ; but we had not proceeded 
far, when a marked difference was perceptible ; 
every step we trod, the soil became more and more 
sandy, the cultivation less frequent, and the wood 
more abundant, till at last we found ourselves 
marching through the heart of an immense forest 
of pines. We had diverged, it appeared, from the 
main road, which carries the traveller through a 
rich and opeti country, and were pursuing another 
through the tniddle of those deserts and savannahs 
which lie towards the coast, a district known by the 
name of les Landes. There was something, if not 
beautiful, at Ifeast new and striking, in the scenery 
now atourid lis J Wherever the eye turned, it was met 
by one wide waste of gloomy pine-trees ; diversi • 
fied, now and then, by the unexpected appearance 
of a modest hamlet, which looked as if it were the 



L£S LANDES. SQ 

abode of some newly amved settlers, in a country 
hitherto devoid of human habitations. 

Were I to continue the detail of a long march 
through these barren regions, I should soon fatigue, 
without amusing you ; I shall therefore content 
myself .with observing, that day after day the same 
dreary prospect presented itself, varied by the OQ" 
casional occurrence of huge uncultivated plains, 
which apparently chequer the foresti at,. certain 
intervals, with spots of stunted and unprofitable 
pasturage; upon these there. were usually flocks of 
sheep grazing, in the mode of watching whicbi 
the peasants fully evinced the truth of the old pro- 
verb, that necessity is the mother of invention. 
I do not know whether the practice to which I 
allude be generally known, but as it struck me 
as very remarkable, I shall offer no apology for 
relating it. 

You must observe, that the whole , of this dis- 
trict is a perfect flat, containing scarcely a l^noU qr 
eminence of any sort, as far as the eye can reach. 
In addition to this, the vast plains where th^i.sh^ep 
are fed, many of which extend two or tjiree league? 
in every direction, produce, not^f),^ipu9h ,9.8 a fif 
tree, by climbing which, a impip^gh^ ^pe.^pafliy of 
its extremities ; an4 thp qons^qi^nce |^ ,that^tl^p 
shepherds. are, consta^tJy ,jip (danger, of, losing, fhi^jr 
sheep, asone lo^es ^h^,pf ^^ vps^p^ ,^):.^e^,,4nj|% 
distance. To rem0i;ly, thjSi evil,, ^t;bpy ha^vj^^ 
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tij^wa plati ndt ittbre simple than itigentetts ; they 
all walk uponstitts, exactly sifmitar to t&ose With 
Wbieh our school boys amuse themselves ; the oiily 
^AffktWoe isy^ that whereas the school-bbjrs' stilts 
^^t^4s^ddoiai( ifaised abore ten of twelve iisches fr6m 
th^grootid, those of the French peasants are ele^ 
VIMed to .the heij^ t of six or eight feet^ 
' 1 IVhien we first eaught a- glimpse of these figures^ 
iV ^X* in the dvisk of the morning ; for a while, ' We 
Mt^nm MnlMng to persnade ourselves that the haie 
!ted ^deceived usi, by seeming to emlaTge bodies' be^ 
ywid their teal dimensions; but when we looked 
a'i'^^tWeis, we saw them in their own proper size, 
riW- cWLld»W6 suppose that the atmosphere wo«ld 
liaftW%ffeet t^pon ome object^ which it had not uj)oh 
*lifethe¥?ytet^thefreiEippeared to be no otiier^ way of 
aeccHftiting for the^ phebo<Aieiion, ui^Iess indeed this 
w*ilfi CdUtttry was the parent of a race of giantSi^ for 
tife' toerir T^hcW* we saw resembled moving to^wers 
i^attiief tfcflfn^ntoirfals; I ne^d not observe tfeiat ou^r as- 
tttHistHHfeht wits vety gfeat j nor in f«et wasitmuch 
dteAiiShfidWhenj o*i a nearer apprfta^hj we disc«>- 
vered the truth, and witnessed the agiiity^ witfe 
#hi€h^they iioved, and ^te^ ease with w*iiclh they 
i*fen*lstbdp to the groufid^ picfk np thfe sniaWesf 
*rtt6le,'ind' ^tand tipright again. B ut if we admired 
the^skill bif bne or tWo individuals, our admiration 
i*ife -to ir^iU' highet- pitch, When we saw crowds of 
tl^l IJbgether, all equally skilful ,- till tiiey in^ 



folded pft tihat the thing. was H9t:m ^wwspmeflfe 
bwrtvUiMv^rsftlly practised fpr th^ pnY^^^^kHm 

.:,-(gesr^es,thi% I knQ>y pothing inihe-PVlStoPM:^ 
^^i^ted.peppltj s^t bM worthy ftC#^ticei.Uf4e^P^ 
iftdf^d, it hcitbeir »5^thod of si3ipi>Jiywgihep[)s§1^0fi 
with lights.; Belqgt completely .^aQffifwm*fe^ 

rcfst; pfjtl^e) worlds it i^ ii(rt m, thcif .po)^er>i except 

Whm) QW^.on %wiq^.$;:ymr they tr^Yi^J tQ-thftP^Fe^ 
^JWS: wth. jbbeir wqqI,. to txyfcbA^C^dlf^/i mi^ 

aS( t^)} , h^ye jjL^ pQtiogi .h^w>. .thf^e- li^ajn /h^; fla^cift 
ll^jfi *uhsti^te iQ their Foomiftrlemp^jfediw^bihe 

twpepttinei ej^traeted from tbe^if/Jte^/ . JMwfepk 
p;F%QB;^,is «iI»pfe3n(i;p^hnitive^cf;9J3Qh$a>Iilth^ 
Ifm^im^i they cut: a hole, in thft«Jrfie*:[«^#fti<^.* 

^i^h ji^ It .t0 iC^tQhithqs^p aA i:t.f»)g*§4#iJ9^gh>iift»4 
a§ippc»,:a^, the. dish is |ilkd,.'t^(^up5fjft^,jyA?krpf 
qoUcW into lh^ Wdsr pf t^;; :h%«PFi]#M Wc% iSiM 

W^ 4q a lamp j the ligbt, M^^ifl Bf6fif>^ tb§, jptjfl 
brilliant nature, but it is at \e^9ti']fsmfii^m mViffi 
5»p4r»s.tbpy ba,ye fir tr#es in »^ufli^ft^ise;^i|^jljl>fiir 

vm^, there i^; m <isuiger of iihm 9iit>h^ng>m^f^]if 

• PijiU b^JB.Io apprebfi»<l,n^Jbi€li>^{P«SB*« 
^e$ail^. C9»jtin,ue jauch,rl<imgpr>ufQ» ^ftiWa bftjdNI 
pjucb?:Jtired in, peri4SV^il:h<f:c;iW§»H»!tjjnef'jlihB 
B^ftifil), ,ft?: I yifLS ft its, perfc^swniesffoPj^'IIJJltiBfe 
i^n,: t(* hui;f J, oyer tbe .fQtk)w;iB§il!j(g$lj>i#«i8g;jJW 
W;l^ecsoucse of which t^be same i <^ce»^;y jiV^ , jM^ 



S2 MARCH IX) BOUKDEAUX. 

ventures occurred ; and to carry you forward to 
the morning of the twenty-third, when at last we 
began to emerge from the forests, and to find our- 
selves once again in a more open coimtry. Atficstj 
however, it cannot be said that, with respect to 
beauty, the change was greatly for the -better^ 
Upon the borders of the deserts, - there is a little 
village called Le Barp, where we spent the jaight 
of the twenty-second; from whence, till youariive 
at a place called Belle-Vue, the country is exactly 
in that state which land assumes when nature has 
begun to lose ground, and art to gain it — when.tbe 
wild simplicity of the one is destroyed^ and the 
rich luxuriance of the other has not yet been 
superinduced. So far, therefore,- we proceeded, 
regretting, rather than rejoicing that we had quitted 
the woods; but no sooner had we attained thafe 
point, than there burst upon us, all on a sudden, a 
prospect BiS glpriously fertile as ever delighted the 
eyes of a weary traveller. * > . - ..xi 

Instead of boundless forests of- pine,, the- whole 
face of the country was now covered with vine- 
yards, interspersed, in the most exquisite and teisteM^ 
ful manner, with cora-fields and ^meadows of the 
richest pasturage- Nor .was there any- defidency 
of timber; a^ well -wooded chateau, with its 
lawn and plantations, here: and there presenting 
itself, while quiet hamlets and solitary cottages; 
scattered in great abundance over the scene,- g^i^ 
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ta it an appearance of life and prosperity^, exceed- 
ingly Jiewitehing. Had there been but the additiiclii 
of a fine river flowing through the midat Of it» apd 
had t^ ground been somewhat more broken vinto 
hill and dale, I should ha vis pronounced it thefmo^t 
enchanting, prospect of the kind I hctd^vwrr)i>j5r 
fadd; but, unfortunately, both these were wantfog. 
Though the effect of a first view, therefore, was 
striking and dclightftil, arid though to the last oiie 
could not help acknowledging the richness of ihf 
land and its high state of cultivation, its bekutgr 
soon began to pall. The fact is, that an immense 
plain, however adorned by the labour of man, is 
not an object upon which it is pleasing to gaz^ for 
any length of time ; the eye becomes wearied with 
the extent of its own stretch, and as thete is no 
boundary but the horizon, the imaginatioo is left 
to picture a continuance of the same plain, till ifc 
bedomes as tired of fancying as the eye is orf looking^ 
Besides, we were not long in discovering that tihe 
vineyards were unworthy to be compared,4n poinf: 
of luxuriant appearance, with those of Spain and 
die rtiofe southern regions of Trance. In this 
neighbourhood, the vine is not permitted : to gronr 
to a greater heighth than tfanee or four feet from th^ 
gfound; whereas in Spain, and on the berrdets, it 
chiiihs, like the hpp'-piant in Engtand, ta the top 
of high poles, at^d hangs over from one rowito 
anfother, in the most graceful festoons. In spite of 



tbiaii^drm^^that the^61lafttg^i;|ii bad «x{:^liii$iii^ 

%lac*hy; trfl it wSd' ^Videftt, fMta the ip€i«ai»lig 

^^Amhber' 6f ideate and^^ Villas, i tfeiat #e^ ir^r^^x^kfrkUjr 

i^ptoafehirig tlie vicinity' af B^ '>jf^ brrs 

■ '- Nbr w^ it Icnig befi^^ tbfe tdw*^A a«ri ifeiflldlAgi 

Mof that imghififcien t citjr begtoi tb ^ be disbekibte^iii 

^ibedistandfe.'" Prompted hftkmW riot *#}iart*i»- 

^ifhfe, we althoit involuntarily '4 Wcki^oddowi-^p^ 

ttt the sighl, aJh^d :f n d sKort ^tni^ tfeadb^d <tb€4iil- 

v^hsi wRicfh, life rHo*^ of ' lAosfe' Fi^^n th' to^8^*«fiB 

eompbsed of low Tiooses/ ibb&Wfe^d bjr^be p(irt«it 

^lid nliieaiiffefet of tftfe pfeiipte. '''Htere'ii^df'bfelt^d fm^ 

few minutes to refresb the men^'Whien! bdViUg'ttj^i^b 

^rteufhed^tbi? IMi^'dP'il^UTikf' W& {a&mk rffl&r a 

3iMaEgrifficfet!t>triGnyiphaV a^ 

Siow^uf Irf ^N^pdtebti,' biit 'fld^J itlH<(^lriti^d<^llbii^ 
uftmfe 6f the 'Dtike^iyAtigdUieMfe/ Attd>^J»rfll^^ 
Hiritb girfanids^of fldwiw. '>^ Parsing ' tna^^i^ tbils|>iiite 
^rocc^etf 'altfrig ^dnfe^ b# tWa^hytwisottie «i«fli4^«ill 

iniodib^ itri^i^^/tfitt^d b^ f^'tb^ l^d^j^ft^icff 
ievei^r thbtf ^dS f ttf >^dtt,')^b^lfet1^n^a6;tftri4^^ 
'*b«t'^e *ti<ksM^prfnd'lifterl^1^ht.^^l>>'h^^^^^ ^ra i^J^ 
^ The cii*y '^i^as)*ird€kw»:^h^ dt- 

tseitibed; abdijs tif^yMi^^m^ii'my^^^^ mih^tmt 

'tyf it>t dit lglgdesl»i^>fft)^ tfi#;Mliid <(KtfeW4|fen6id(« 



■f. 



i4kat(iday^(aF»drit waui pa§tjnpp,|i,b^%^ j^e;.gpft^ 
and the eu^jcm&mg)^hSiJ^^o^fif,jt^^^ 
^tttdioflsug^ fWfje. tl^aB^ h^JTJ^! strpjl^^tbipugh 
ftbmtjof, tbq princip^tl str^t^, t^nd 4 ba^ty )\?i^titp 
^i^ch;(pwblic .building;? a^|,^^e, ironside jedj.mp^t 
M0i(thy o£. afctc^^tjoD^ ^Xli^ . vP^la^/?,, pf . tb^ l>M.ke 

kind;? >«hi^. tl^ifpuWic ,ga,i;dflns;^,,^h,9. ^br^pg^, 
and faabion^Werpflqmeiiiacl^Sj, ^ri^ infg:^Q^^,jcy,iIy,,tQ 

jBttti j)erha,p$iiyQW/ wiHibe^twdi^fid tfti$bwk„jtbat 

Let me conclude,] ,|bft?,.>jlft^ij!i^» IVritt.be^^tW^Bd 
'ito <K«lBliiie(»n«&'je|th!^jtQi«a§t»-, fef l ai^o^iffj^t^ji de- 

;!Buic£^ fwditoitJE^/meaa.tMi^Ttpi/oll/otWiWft ^^l»t 
aIianik»W4wrj infftS:fe»r.rWtfl^i MopQftsible.tt*^. wn 
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oyer a detail of. the remainder of. lOwr. journey 
towards the shipping. . * ■ , ? :i i !»,..•!..» 

At am early hour next > mornings i .we jwere .agnin 
m motion^ and proceeded to an ex^ns'ive cooimoni 
liear the vilkge of Macau, about threij leagues ^om 
Bourdeaux, where wefound acoiiwd^abl« force 
already assembled. Judging < from the^ number of 
tents upon the heath, I conceive that there coiild 
not be fewer than eight or ten thousand raen^itbe 
whole of whom we naturally concluded dwcov 
destined for the same- service with ourseflves* t Thi 
sight was» at ' once pleasing / and . encoAEnagjiiig-i 
because there could be no doubt that- ^uiU i 
poorer, ably commanded, would .carry every.thing 
before it. . . ^ ■: .■■. «»? i » 

In thisi stituanion we ootLt^ued^ withouit^.tbe 
occurrence of any inciderit deserving oi;^tiic^| 
till the fi7thv wli^n fttl' orderiiaifrived* fcff!.'the 
officers to > di^ose of th€ir. bor«^ . without jdflay^ 
Th;sy as you may supposte^ ;was >doiie at au>i^£t0irt 
mous Jos^ ) r ^nfl, > m thiei moruiug^ ofi ? tlw ,»8S(|ii 
we set ifoKwjBkrd .tow^rda r t\m) ppijnt t pf / jpmba^nkar 
tion«. , But,lalaa!i/i)) the aumbera aUqtt«4^f(3^),^t^ 
*rans-atlauti€5 w*r>i'W« fputW^oui!*e)ve3i gfieyQ^lj^ 
disappointed^ aditce/iiQ^t^ad - ^rXh^ .whole '^i^Qf^ 
only two K€:gimewto, n^ijtliferp. o€ i^ffBtmYy^MiBiw^ 
were diretted^ tt) tnovieii )it wai^ i>ot,^r,i»!isa^s^ 
however^w to quftstiort'ithi^ wisdomr of -anyi {n^^i^we 
adopted by^ our. cfiiupenbrs, ^mk,\ we accordingly 
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piarcked on in as high spirits, as if we had been 
followed by the entire Peninsular, army* 
• The remainder of !oar journey occupied two 
(Jays'j'wjor do I eVer remember to have spent a si- 
ttiilat^spacc '6f time with greater ?sati3faction ; our 
roirte lay 'through some of the most fertile districts 
in France, passing Chateau Margaux., famous for its 
wine/ with other places not inferior to it either in 
richness of soil, '6r in bean^ty of prospect. The 
Weather wis delightful, and the grapes, though 
pbi yet tJp<!i, wierfe hanrging in' heavy bunches 
inwrt/tbe vined, ^giving prqmisC' of imuch wealth 
to 'Come ; the hay season had commenced, and 
liuiii^rbus • groupjdS' • of happy-looking ^peasants 
were busy in every field; in short, it was a 
in^rcfe \i^on which I sbaU iievei*4ook back with- 
out pteasare:* ' ['■■■'■ 
;*!i'Thi? close of the ^i^t day's pixygress? brought us 
iW^kt' village' caHed^ La Moe; beautiftilly situated 
M^Hhin tieW of the itttfjestic H^after? of the Garonne. 
ti^ty for' the first time siaCe we quitted Bayonne, 
w^r^'wfe quartered [xpdti tbi^%feabitiant6 ; a measure, 
tt'hichUhe lois^ of^bu^'tefltfiJ tend^J^l necessary. 
l^t^fte(^ivtd'm^'\v^'ib ttVucfe ^frankness, and 
«liEiat!ed» tis^ Wirii sd^muclifiCiWlity^ >LiiSi& almost said 
Sfediiesi,» *hat if Wab nW 'withont * f^elfeftg of some- 
fhlW^«fte ffegfirtrthaft We p4rt0d ftotothem. The 
slsfWhd'^kliyfcdtried'Us'to PS^uUa^^^^^ 
tkmi^ 'lijpMi ihjtf hkitiks €if «hei$^e driver, where we 
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found boats ready to convey us to the shipping, 
which lay at anchor to receive us. 

To embark the troops in these boats, and to 
huddle them on bqafd |^ fJiftJ little transports, 
occupied some time, and the provoking part of the 
business was, that all this trouble was to be gon( 
through ag^m. ine men ot war, m whicil W( 



\^as that thesQ transports were sent as passage fioaiir 
to car^y us to them. The wincl however' wai*f(^t/ 
and jblew so strong, tha^ tHe niasters A^tiuM^ Mciy 
veptufe to hoist a sail; consequently w© wfere 
obliged to en<(;^ry^e^mise^^^ 



vessel for t^vo nights and a day Vnor wasi^ifttf 
past noon o^ the 31st, thatwe w^re nhaliy' settlea 

jp, HisJVIajesJ:y s ship -^ or o4 guns. 

Having no)v amve^ at tHe point ifroiri Vlie^ 
g^rhfips, I ought more properly to liave set iiiit^ 
J am unwilling to occupy ypur time by coirii'pi- 
ri$ons between the Oaronne and the \rhatties,'oK 



priy, proper subjept, by cletaiting the particulars 'of 
the force, both military atidf naval, wtiich compofse^ 
thi?f expedition ; but^ as my letter' Hks'atfeadj? 
swelled to rather an uncommop bulk, I shalr defer 
this relation till anbtner opportunity, whicli I am 
not likely to be without during the idt^hesi^ *aii(i 
tsedium of a long voyage. 



c 
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abode of some newly arrived settlers, in a country 
hitherto devoid of human habitations. 

Were I to continue the detail of a long march 
through these barren regions, I should soon fatigue, 
without amusing you; I shall therefore content 
myself .with observing, that day after day the same 
dreary prospect presented itself, varied by the oc- 
casional occurrence of huge uncultivated plains, 
which apparently chequer the forest, at.. certain 
intervals, with spots of stunted and unprofitable 
pasturage ; upon these there, were usually flocks of 
sheep grazing, in the mode of watching which, 
the peasants fully evinced the truth of the old pro- 
verb, that necessity is the mother of invention. 
I do not know whether the practice to which I 
allude be generally known, but as it struck me 
as very remarkable, I shall offer no apology for. 
relating it. 

You must observe, that the whole , of this dis- 
trict is a perfect flat, containing scai;qe.ly a HnoU qr 
eminence of any sort, as far as the eyp can reach. 
In addition to this, the vast plains where the,sh?ep 
are fed, many of which extend two or tjiree league? 
in every direction, prodiuce. not^^p.^ipucjh ^f s a fif 
tree, by climbing w^ich, a maiajr^ghX ^pe.tpafliy of 
its extremities : and. thp ^cpns^qi^nce |is, that ;l;l^e 
shepherds. are. constantly ,fip jd^ng^r, pf , Jpsirig. J h^jr 
sheep, as one loaes f^gh^^pf ,^ v^^4 ^f^^e3,.,jnj|% 
distance. To reme^; this i evil,, ^t;h(By hi^?{!B, fallf ij 
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The fleet, again, consists of the Royjal Oak^ of 
74 guns, beaiihg the flag of Rear Admiral MaP 
€M>mbe ; the Diadem Ind Dictator, two sixty^^our^^ 
armed en flute, the Pomone^ Mei>elaus, »FraBCf 
Weser, and Thames, frf^ates, the threfc lastatiued 
in the same manner, as . the Diadem and Dictato?^; 
the Mctedr and Devastatioh, bouib vessels j. t» 
g^etherwith'Ohe or two gunubrij^ ; :raaking,iin7iHf 
84 squadron crf^deven or twielve ships of IVB15 jwitb 
several «tord ships- and transports. . ; ; : ) < .; 1 1 :. 
On board the. Royal Oak are embarked; itte 
General^ withthis staff, and the artillery ; tberFuanc 
liid Weser ar^ filled > with the 4th; tlie Mtbara 
divadad b^twe^i tlie Dictator and theiThames^'ia 
the first of which ships are also the ^ngineois ] 
the .85th occupies the Diadcmi;. andrthei^^esl are 
scattered through. the fledt, .piartly in tfee mea <if 
war, atid jiaptly iin ;tho itransportstif s v ; : : i v. : i : r . : 1 : 
M^s soon^ as tiia troops 'W(^rei finally isefetledi^^ikh 
all the baggage^ add the ^y^i^ssels aUotted fee tiiei^ 
doc^D^ltlifiodationi 'the >i tigiml t vtm imvt.^6* to wd^h ; 
bt^tthe t^ind Ming 9xiver8e,4and the navigatiou'of 
tile Garonne )&r front S'iBOplie) ttcouid>ttot4ieiobeyed 
with safetyv , ( -. E>f0ryi > thrng^f . tberdfoi'i^ oreitMumed 
qfofiet' till /the 'ev0nit)S^*Pfi jbhe^ gd, of JunCjMirheiJ 
ikk^ gale ,mQdf}rating , a dittlev tbe , andbcMs ^weiio 
j^ais^c^ftndthQ saijls hoisted, ;The)^ideAlt^ begins 
xiiqg X(^ ebb wbe^ tl^is Wias4oii^, favoured by ifjsuoh 
the .3hips drifted gradually on their* irowsc > » but 
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^fi>re Ic^g, the biecae ^liiftingy blew directly in 
tbck sterns,! wheU they «tood gallantly to sea^ 
fpl^ftring the river before dark; and, as therq 
>0a& no lull iluHng the whole of tlie night, by 
#dy^lnreak the cojjist of France was not to be 
dinGiefned. ' All was now one wide waste of waters, 
as^ far as the eye could reach, bounded on every 
iMde by the'distant, horizon ; a scene, which, though 
at first it mupt strike with awe and wonder a person 
jjnaccustomed to it, soon becoaaes ipsipid, and even 
wearisome, from < its constant sameness. 
•/It is fttOt my design to amuse you with an ac- 
Qopntof the various* expedients adopted by larids^ 
BBcn on.board of ships to kill time, neithet do I 
jiuppoise that you would tliank me for a transcript 
of the log-book, relative to the changes' in the wea- 
thery and the rate of sailing. I fihall only obsei*ye, 
therefore, that with few interruptidnsi the; fair wind 
thatc^^ried US: out of the Gi^ronne, did not leave us 
tHl th« i^ij^^eenthj when, by.calculatiog-the ship-6 
$i4t|Kailion> it lippeared thaC-idie Azores, oi» Western 
Islands^ could not be very distant; Kbr^as it turned 
6oti> Wert ^<these«<»lculaltii©Bs^^'i^^ for^ ^n 

aaceniding tiie deck ne)(t Moitnng] the ^rst ofaje<)t 
that tnet^ou^ ej?'€s was tfee high land of St; Miclia^ra,- 
rising, l&'e« colkctiob 'of blue clduds/ ^ut of tliie 
waterj -With feuch' a ptospect bifore^iis; you may 
imagine btet ^coiaasternation; \^h^ii %e feiind oui> 
selves deserted by the breeze' which had hitiieiitb 
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so uniformly fa vowed w, ^nd lying as tjoptionlqs^ as 
lQg5< under the. -influence of a dead calm. Our. 
voyage waS' certainly not to be compared .to that 
of' Nearchus among the ancients, of ColuriibuSi, in, 
the middle ages, nor yet to those of Cooke .or 
Anson in more modern times, but it had b^en long 
enough to produce an hearty dislike to the cQnfi^cr 
mei>t of a ship, and a strong desire to beoace mor!^, 
QU, terra firma. ; Uiider these circumstaaxces, th^ 
delay of even a single day might be looked, upopjL 
2^s.J3(0.alight. misery, by men who had laid the^r^f, 
coupt'With^ reaching a friendly port withinafew 
h€)tUr»; and you may be assured, that many bitjtei; 
complaints against the inconstancy of the weather^ 
siiflSciently attested that such was .the poipt oj^ 
vi^w in w;hich it was regarded. 
/>J8ut thje injustice of these complaints was so^qi 
eyj)d€;nt, for before i mid-day the breeze freshened 
agSin, sending us every moment nearer to thei^b'- 
je<3t of our, wishes. As soon as we contrived to 
double the projecting head-land, whi<?h had attracted 
ouff attention in^ the mornings our <;ourse: became 
one of much interest and pleasure, r- We bad no^ 
neared the shore : consideiably, and werf; moving 
at.a fate suificientLy xapid to previent . further; 4*^- 
pining, and at the isam^ time slow enough ^^tqperr 
mit a distinct and caflifl. survey .pf,thf?,tbeaQby..«^ 
the > iLumeiPous viilag)e$^ seats, . and .Qon^veirts, .);hat 
adorned it*. ^ .;/...,:— -: -^^ • . .' ..■,'••-.•. ■...".•.- 



^ 'The' Mita of St. ^jWlehatel ^is' tot^uWtainotis, tvei^ 

t^itiilgh ^ \6fty]' db ' tiot presferit A' rUgged w barren? 
dppektkticcv ' Hi^r6 • tod *thete, indeed, bare Wcfc^ 
pHtfsh -^^ theAisd ves ' into ' ndtice, ' but in general tlid 
^<ifc?iit^is easy; ahd the hills ane covered, t<!) the t«p^,- 
MiH*!!H ^ groves of 6range • trees and beautrfial grcetv 
pA^iimgev' Like btfeei- Portuguese! settlements^* 
ihU islattdabounds in teiigioiis houses, thfe ftyunders' 
6fWany of which do not* appear to have been^de^^ 
fleieftft in taste, ^hen they pitched 'tip6vi ^tiaticDus 
f«r^ building. Th^e was one of tllese; th^t partieu-^ 
Kriy isttuck me: it Stood titpoh a sO¥t,of {ilatfoww; 
or tieirrace, iabout half way betw^eeii tlie sea aiid th& 
snatnhiit of the mountain ; above it'werfe hattgJttg 
woods, whether natural or artificial I catiriot ^ay/ 
krterropted now and then by projecting rofeks ,*" lErnd 
i*otind'it were plantations 6f orange trees,' loadett 
with'fruit, arid interspersed with myrtles, and e*her 
OfcloriferOus shrubs. Being greatly pleasted ' witil 
l!he mansion and the surrounding scenery, I natu- 
rally enquired from the pilot (for one had already 
cttttie off to Us) aS to its use; and the quality of rts 
d#n^i^;' and from him I learnt that it was a con^^ 
ventj I fbrget of what order ,^ a piece^ of inteHigeride 
\ii^hfch^fe^o6n cttnfirmei by th*" sound of bells 
distihctlyaudifele as We passed; > / . . • .-- 
Ih this mannei* we continued' to <!oast atong, 
being seldom at a greater distance than foiir'or fi^e 
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miles fi-oni the land, till we came opposite t6' a 
small town called Villa Fmnca. Here, as the Wind* 
threatened to die away, several others aad myself 
agreed to go on shoiie; a boat was accordingly, 
lowered, and we pushed oiFfix)m theship; but thfr 
9p€¥ation of landing did not prove tO' be altogether 
so simple as we had expected. An immense reef 
pf rock>, some under water, others tarely above if, 
but none distinguishable till we had' atoiost run 
against them, opposed our progress ; andiit ^^^s not 
without considerable difficulty, and the assistknoe 
of the. country -people, who made signals to 'usfVom 
theboach,itha>t we foontrived to discover a ilmrfowf 
channel, leading) irp to tlie strand. 
-. Having • at length so far attained our wi^ieS, as 
tottrc^df^dnce ttioiteupon firm ground, the next 
thing to ^bedoui^ was to find outcome i<n!n/to!r 'house 
6f{>ublic entertainment, -where W^ might pass the 
stigbt, a: measure • which the ; Tticreajsing darkness 
rendered necessary. In this, however, wiS WeJ© 
disappointed, as the'towin of Villa Franca could 
beast of no suich convenience tm any scale. But 
w& were not but that iaeooniiib oMiged'to bivoUaci j 
for theiHidal^d^ior mayor 5f the pfade,' jJolitely- in^ 
flbted<iipon oUrtkbc^brnpaii^fing bith hbm&,><aiid en- 
tcrtaln^(iis«witl«'g*tetl JadspitaHty*; and, in truth, 
wb hiid no ceinse to^regret the iinsucc^eidsfuV issue of 
our inquiries, since, independent of the good cheer 
wiith ^hich'we) tnea^^ iMiesetited, ' our liosfc ^beilifir an 



VILLA FllANCA^ 45 

intelligent .person, xlid.not fail to render himself au 
^guteable coii>patiioa;,£^nd what contributed in> no 
slight d^tee rtoi the facility of our intercourse waiss, 
that'thpugh b<$ >^s3ur^ us he had never quitted 
Stp Michaer^i in his life, he spoke English with> the 
fluency. of a< native, i Among other pifeces of infoiv 
UiijS^tioii, :we learnt from him, that the reef ; which 
impeded our progress towards the land,: had for- 
merly be^n an island ; it appeared, he affirmed, one 
mprniqg, in the most sudden and extraordinary 
manner, asif ifejiad been? thrown upby an earth- 
quake .during the night, and having continued S6 
long jabove water, aa to /enobokien a>6iiigle fafaiily 
of fishers to settlej.upoa it^ it ijdiaappeaiied again;as 
suddenly as it had coi»e, leaving no, trace > of i its 
1&)L is teuQ?, except the. rocks which we ihadifbfund 
so ,trau,bleisQimev AVyhether .there be!)tru4]h^ia:tbis 
atpry^ ,J caTinQt pretend . to ;deteimiiie ; * and ^ycft il 
$e^fQQ )f$ason/t(>( doubt i the>!Word of.iaaaan M^xo^ 
specjtability, who oould! havis no \mcAwe whattever 
for deceivijpg us|.! ( /But thisrwate not aili th^t^rLwe 
ka?nt from him mspeptiiig : this ^reief i; hetdeclaned;^ 
that.p^iivii^^usl tojthe af^pearasioenof the.>islaBdy the 
W[ater,» a* »t)ia^ i ^it^ryi apf ot, "W^ • i unfatljOrtJislble 51 ; and 
it WR&inpfcrtili after itr:had>sfnik, fchata singlet ro6k 
stood i»' th^ way itp prpveaaft tJiir^lalrgestship*of war 
fnom . AUolaof ji^g . .withj ti • a tstone'sr rtlwow icrf » Ac 
beacb* •> > V (■*■■., w: j-.: mj •!» . K'-iir .-^ ''>■•.. .'!. 
Fii^vding our new acquaintai>ce/ .so qivil and 
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inrbligfng, we naturally informed biilvof onrjntefr- 
tion to prodeed" ttd?4t^fni»ttfn^'4:o i^ipiiitaf iddfc 61ad% 
tte pfrinclpai townfifa* 5ti Jtfk^eF^randcrtqiuist^ 
lui^ au^iMan^ex im ^rocurit%g' scbme ^niaile'iof iKsciive];!- 
ance ; but we were startled by the intelligitiMreptbalt 
^othmg of the kind <?oiikk be hfedyaiad tbsvt tlhere 
Were not even horses ortn4:iies te)ibe biilsdjat ady 
|dace' nearer than the very town whither we » w*fc 
goitigr^ This was rather an alai^raiiigipieee^ofindirS) 
for our boat haid left us^) the weather was; toer^Mt 
for walkingy -and the: distaucb to be travfeHddj<fuW 
fifteen miles. Had we not sent the boat awayjithe 
inatter would; bavfr been easily managed^ 'btoau^e 
.we height haveJ smiled tound tothe front, whc^cvtlife 
fleetwas to anchor ; ibut this was :no 'longerin ow 
ipoT^'er^ and' beiiag rather unwillibg to''pm«ue<icnajr 
journey on J foot^ we were altogether^ atanlofiS^hoMr 
todetenniiieij While we thus ihesitated, thie^Hidar^ 
suggested, >that if we would' condescend toiride 
upon assess be thought be trould obtain a= suifficittXft 
number for our party ; a proposal with whiciv «rfe 
gladly jdlosedy prudently ^det^nrm^mng thafanyrhibde 
of being 'Carried wasi bettor tlsm walking. >ijeat)iin|[g 
the arrangement of <this • affairy 'thejefone^ . WKbar 
obliging friend^ we re-ti rbd to< rest -tf p6n) iolesml obf»- 
fortableslfmkedjowiidf spo^ad' fov'^^ bn^iiheifhxMri; 
and, o€i waking in ^he^^mobning^wt^ifoimd/itAMUtlfaas 
had not been negligent in the chavgeassigned^faim. 
Our party oonsisitedofri five >offik?er9,iWithirfive^ac»- 



-i^ftts, for ! { whose ? accammodfttioa :we ; fott»4! ttasi 
asaes^ at .the dsoor, each atjtendedby its driver^ arm«d 
fi;<^ttfa^>)ong> pole! tipped, with an iron spike, &^ the 
pruppose of goading^ the animal whenever it ^ould 
JbdconDetlazy;).'!! ■:»\:-i]:' •...;.•;.$..•:-•-. -.,.,. 

:>'! »It was njot w^hout a good deal o£ laughing^ that 
,Nth€ catTalcaide^ a^r biddmg adieu to the hospitable 
rMayor^' begaiOL to move forward. : ^ Besides :the' i\^ 
;eYiloasne$3 > of beingi mounted upon asies, :the$i^ 
laisifces' weiie without, bridles> and had no. saddles^ exh 
^teptjsuclvas are used when the<aiafiiaaab are loaded 
;jwfitlvgoods<;fOT the market; for pujr own conifort, 
'therefor^ we were obligedito sit^ i/-larf«melle^ and 
th^intgiBO command over the heads x>foaFj&teeda, 
iw« were content to be guided by the hallooing aod 
ipunohingpf thq^driversu In «pite, however^ qf th^p 
iiicbnrveniences^nifi jtbey may be $o oalledy I^sha^ 
«D0vjfeit iCeftse tD> congratulate myself t)n having 'been 
tof the party) » because the ride was beyond ^cpmr 
qDaivisKMii ? the > most: >agreeable Ii evier ^ remember^ ito 
J3a¥tijtfiiken.h f ':>'i. m,)'(j i. . •■]•;••.. ',!.'•» •"• \yu4:\ii\ 
t>! H >Tb€'road < frqin .Villa* Eranca to ^^onto del GatJli 
5qiiits the w^atetV < edge; aoid turnjs, for a little #^ 
dniandy j^ni3i$ing'yoaii;through a region as romantic 
•and ) beautiful \Z& cani >weU j ibe ; imagined ;;" there iaire 
:herafnQi)evel plaiosj no jsjo^qth /paths( over which 
aila£kdaii)joit(tilbvM*y;^jmtgh»t(^id€y but^i oiitfae cooh 
tmi^yi^ta/rugged 9^ stotiy (tracks ^metimes leadiisig 
down \ the / faqev of ) titeep \ hills^>'B9inetimes. iscaliog 
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heights which at the distance of i^ mite appcanr 
te be almost peq>endicular^ icnH^ i»MfMttitiely wkM^ 
ing along the side of a cliif^ and by the edge • of /« 
fearful precipice. Except when you reach the fonf^ 
mit of a mountain, the road is in general' shaded 
by the richest underwood, hanging over ilr fVom 
above; but the whole aspect of the cotrntry \^ 
decidedly that of a volcanic production ,* the rocks 
seem to have been cast up and torn asunder by 
some prodigious violence, and hurled by a force 
which nothing but a volcano could possess^ int6 the 
most grotesque and irregular sliapes. It is no un- 
common thing to pass under a huge crag, leaning' 
almost horizontally over the road, and bedded' ih 
the earth by a foundation apparently so slight,- tfs 
to appear likely to fall every moment, precipitating 
the enormous mass upon the luckless wretch be- 
neath. Nay, the very colour of the stones^ atldthfe 
quantity of what bears every resemblapde to vitt^ 
fication, scattered about, all tend to itiduce *hfc 
belief, that the main island owes its fii^rhatiOtl^t^ 
the same cause which doubtless prcfddc^d the 
smaller one, that has now disappeared. ' ? • > 

But you must- not ' fency, from this.deftteri^lori, 
that St. MiclmelV is^tjothiiig buta barWW rdelf^ 
for from- it. TheiW is; fndeed, ito- this direrftibnj'ttt 
least, a fair pt^portJon of that <?oi^rMdi«y; but 
tracts of cultivated ground aw itot tihettft)r* wif4ff<j^ 
ing. I should not certainly *Up^ose thkt*the's<)li 



WMri;sfiia4(ably rich in any part c^the idiatod ; 'but 
it/pmd4«69t;tb«.jig;f(thev<]iiang^ and a gmpe 

th^i^ ift eisceliemt pasting fbr sUeep^ aivd ti ^ccmip^s^ 
tent supplyi .of . grain. ^ < Buitr that rani, which' the 
Afiore% and SLMichaeUa among ithevaumber>» par^ 
ticulai^y excel, ie the: extreme salubrity of the 
oUmate u lying in. nearly the same degnee of kiti*^ 
tud^ iWiithiLisbon^ the intense^heat^bick/oppresseil 
in^hat city, w here alleviated ibyneiresbing sea-^ 
bffreBes ; by ^^hich »eao9, though^I betievie theire 
UkHO occasion at any season .^ocomplaiii; of /cold^ it 
if^cmly in 'the veryuheightof diedQgidaya, if then$' 
that f^f&mti^ not actually engaged ii^ viokait exer^ 
Qife^^ i&^nstified in ^coiaopli^iiiiiig! of jsnltriiiess^ ; i ^ ' 
. .'I^Qtracle^of St MichaeKs^as ^ias J^couldiearn, 
is ipfifined^ exclusively to £Eiuti.itheyfig)(aiid the 
oiaiig|Bare.thQ^t9ple>coinniodilie% and being both 
veiyc ab^fidant^. thpy^SLK,^ o£ course^ propoitionably 
c^Pt 1 1iito the praise of a St« Micba^'s^orange it 
is« jupnacessary ior 4ne to>^^t^iv because it is genie** 
rally «Upwed to bj^^tb^fei^t with, whjcfe, the English 
market is supply.; }^ix%i of. the ^qellenc« of the 
Stt Miphib^'s %i^Ii^WBot;.8AUNd tl^sA i|iy <H>^^^t;rylnen 
ar«| ^ i^wi> «\yai??.. J^tHW»fet.bQ, tb»t Wt having 
sf eo, 1, u^ ,%. ^foi; . ^ consi^fwWp f \^f^ r of timei my 
appf5tit^iWI*|?«;uli«M?J^ sharp(9w4:*PWpd& iU^gpod 
qi|ilj[;N*ev>>tr ?t Rtfu^k iw«^ thafr ^J. n^ver iboftn^e^ 
tastepd .finy.fS0b4il^y llj^tp^wed . ©r ,|o. .delicate. 
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Besides tfa^e, they sell to vessda putting ic^ as wm 
did, for water, some of the wine made in this and 
the neighbouring islands ; but the qtiaritity thus 
disposed of, must be too inconsiderable toentitieit 
to be classed among the articles of merchandize. ; \ 
I find, however, that I am entermg upon, sufrt 
jectsin which I am but little versed, and diglresaing 
from my narrative. Let me retuiii, then, to sell^ 
that beloved idol of all travellers, and inform ybti^ 
that after we had ridden about six miles, the road^ 
which had hithexto conducted Us along a narraiv 
glen, where the vision was intercepted (m hotit 
'sides, now; carried us to the summit of a^loftjr 
mountain, from whence we. enjoyed the satisfactidn 
of an extensive prospect, both of the seaand of the 
interior. Ldoking towards the former, we beheld 
oiir own fleet bearing down majestically upon 
Ponto del Gada, and now fast approaching the 
anchorage. Turning our eyes inland again, we 
were delighted with a view of mountain and valley, 
rock and culture, wood and pasturage, intermingle 
ih the most exquisite degree of irregularity.; 
but what principally attracted our attention, was 
a thick dark smoke rising slowly, frohi the isuitimft 
pf a high hill thdt bounded the prospect. O^r 
curiosity being excited by this phenomenon, we 
ienquirecl from our guides in to. its cause,. and /Wjere 
informed that the mountain in question, was a voh 
cano, and that, at its base, and along its sides^> were 
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hot springs of water, of a temperature sufficient to 
boil an egg in three minutes. This piece of intel- 
hgence confirmed me, as you may suppose, in my 
former opinion relative to the operative cause in 
the production of thcfse islan4^ ; though, indeed, 
had such evidence been wanting, I should never- 
^ti^^le^ h^ye concluded, either tl^at they wcfre 
.<^9Q^i^ iip5 iiji their present form;, frofn the bottom 
-^ tbe fi^ .or at ]fi^t that they were torn asun^^ 
fttwn ogle another by the fqrqe of fire. It must be 
t&y^fiBefi^dy hoq^^ver, that mii^e is ,t|^e opinio^ of one 
who has devoted little of his attention togeplogy ; 
iblit I would by ^11 means advise the dijsciple^ of 
^WeciKtr to come hither, if they desire further 
Jbelps m the proseipution of t]iat very interesting 
^d practically useful study. 
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'As 1 am aware that you dislike, equally with my- 
self, the usual formalities at the coinmencement of 
alette, I shall continue my jourrial without offer- 
ihg atry observation or comment, which cotild 
'serve' no end, but that of occasioning a break^in 
•the narrative. > 

'' Descending the mountain, oii which Wc hftil 
'paiised for a few minutes, to glttt 6ur eye$>an'd satisfy 
our euriosity^ we arrived at a sm4ll' Hanitet or 
rather a group of two or three havelsj as ' FO>TAatiti- 
cally situated as it is possible for the imagination 
of man to conceive. They stood at the further end 
of a sort of recess, formed by the hills, which are here 
broken into a circular valley, cut oiF, to all appear- 
ance, from the rest of the habitable world ; behind 
them rose a towering crag, as perpendicular as the 
drop of a plummet, from the top of which a little 
rivulet came tumbling down, giving to the scene 
an appearance of the most delightful coolness, and 
amusing the ear with the unceasing roar of ' a 
water-fall. From the very face of the cliff, wherie 
there seemed to be scarcely soil enough to nourish 
a thistle^ numerous shrubs and dwarf trees pro- 
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truded themselves, whilst above it, and on every 
side of the area, the hills were covered with wood, 
interrupted now and then by the bald forehead of 
a blackened rock. In front of the hamlet again^. 
there was an opening sufficient to admit the most 
delicious glimpse of the ocean \ and through thfs 
the stream, after boiling for a while in a little basin 
which it has excavated for itself out of what re- 
sembles the foundation of the cliiF, makes, its way, 
brawling over a clear pebbly bottom, till it joins 
the sea. 

^ This paragon of valleys, and masterrpiece of 
nature's handy-work, burst upon us as such scenes, 
tp be witnessed with advantage, ought to do, with- 
out the slightest warning or expectation. The road 
by which we approached it, being completely shut 
Wk with woody audi winding considerably to aid the 
descent, brought us out nearly at the gorge of the 
vale,> so as to throw the hamlet, the cliff, and the 
waterfall, into the back-ground; and, as the whole 
was of such extent as to be taken in at one glance, 
the effect was striking beyond any of the kind I 
ever witnessed. You may imagine that we had no 
desire to hurry through such a glan as this v; and 
needed not the additional mot ixre. which the weari- 
ness of our donkeys afforded, to persuade us to 
a. temporary halt . Giving the animals^ therefore, 
to the care of their owners, > we: dismounted, and 
w^ent into some of the ^ cabins, the inhabitants of 

e3 
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which appWe^ to be as s^iliipte as the &itiiat)oii t)f 
their abodes had prepared lis to ^xpeciL The mbft 
i^ere all goat-herdi, and tiie "^omen se^miBd to bet 
as idle as their colintryworhem in For tugal, liifctSdg, 
at the doors of their houses, surrounded by groupfe 
of half-naked and filthy-ktoking children- Td 
j^rdge by their dress, and the fbrniture of their 
hovefe, they were tiiifferably poor, though perflbctly 
contented; they did liot ask us for money; biH 
astoQished, I 3uppose, at the glaring colour of onr 
coats, they were very inquisitive to know who wfr 
■i^cre, and whence we had ciom6. The English,- the 
French, and the Portuguese, s^em to be the only 
three nations of whose existence they hive aii^ 
Knowledge ; and having been assured, ih answer to 
their first (|uestron^ that we were not French^ they 
khmediately added, then you must be EilgUsK 
They did not a()pear, however, to b6 without some 
dej^ree of cunning, for as long as we paused -m 
replying to their query, tiiey werfe srletit, but no 
sooner had We answered in the negative^thaliitfaey 
launched forth into the most violent invefetiyeis 
against the Fuench ; convincing us, that the ani* 
Aiosity of the mother-country towards itis barbfiroiia 
invaders, is not mone implacable than that of the 
colonies. 

Having loitered away half ^n hour in this ror 
Aiantid spot, and distributed a few dollars among 
its inhabitants, we remounted our steeds- and con^ 
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tinued our journey. The remainder of the ride 
icar^ied us through scenery very similar to what 
we had .already passed ; the only difference was^ 
that tlie nearer we approached to Ponto del Gada, 
the more frequent became the spots of cultivation, 
the width and smoothness of the road improving in 
proportion ; tilli at last, when we had attained the 
Jxrow of an eminence^ from whence the town with 
its port and bay were distinguishable, we looked 
down upon an extensive valley, richly covered with 
fields of /sending com. Quickening our pace, we 
fM>on entered the capital of St. Michael's, and were 
conducted by the drivers to a good hotel, kept by 
^ £nglishwom|m of the name of Currie, where 
we found every accommodation we could desire, 
at a very moderate expense. 

. As we bad started s^t an early hour from Villa 
franca, the clocks were just striking ten, when we 
slighted at Mrs. Currie's hotel; consequently, 
there was a long day yet before us, in which we 
might see every tiling that was to be seen in the 
place. .Having discharged our muleteers, therefore^, 
!wbo jseem^ overjoyed at the i^eceipt of one dollar 
a^piece, swallowed a hasty breakfast^ and made 
jourselves ^ somewhat comfortable, we lest no time 
in setting out further upon a stroll of examination 
ilknd' discovery. 

', Ponto del -Gada is, in. the whole, rather a neit 
town^ Gontaimng frpm tw^elve to fouiteetii thousatid 
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inhabitants ; ^ but being built, especially ititlie-oul> 
skirts, without much r^ard to compactness, it 
03vers more ground than many places, of double 
the amount in population. • It stands upoa ai little 
bay, formed) by two projecting headlands,' and oaa 
boast of a tolerable liarbour and excellent road^ 
stead. In its immediate vicinity, the country 19 
more unifocm ly level than any I . had yet observed 5 
the vale extending to the distance of four or fiv« 
miles on every side, and ending in an amplntheatre 
of low green Jiills, which resemble, in appeamiioe^ 
the downs its. they are seen from JBastboume, in 
Sussex. ,The whole of this flat is in a state of lugh 
cultivation, being cleared, perhaps, too. completely^ 
pfiwood, and portioned off into different fields and 
parks by hedges and stone walls. ■. Judging from 
the, appearjgiiqe.of the crops, I should xionceive 
t^t. the. soil was, here of some depths as welL a6 
^Fertility ; / ilfee whole; valley being covered with 
l^fheat, Ip^arley, and Indian corn. In truth, from 
the ftspect pf the; country beyond tiie downsy 
wfee^ejrock^ tqwc^i oiie> above ajnother in rude and 
b^lPiea grandeur, one. is almost tempted to believe 
fthaA thf^iWhote industry of the island has necessa^: 
fUy Qj^pended itself upon this spot^ because it wat 
^be ^nly one capable : of rewarding it. I .was as- 
sured, however, by the natives, that.such isnbt the 
c^mi -and thjtt, in the interior, and towards the 
.oppo^^Q Q^mt, the rugged magnificjence of mounr 
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toni soenery gives way ta a more profitable^ though 
less ptcturesque charapttgn. 

The principal streetis cS Ponto del Gada are 
paved, and kept at once cool and clean by a con* 
stant sprinkling of water, which it is the business 
of two or three men stationed at pumps within a 
certain distance of one another, to scatter over 
them. Of the bye streets little can be said, they 
being, like those of: other Portuguese towns, com- 
posed of mean cottages, unpaved, and extremely 
dirty. There is, however, an air of elegance giveix 
to the town, particularly when looked at from a 
distance, by the intermixture of orange groves 
among the houses ; the largest of these, wherever 
liiey happen to stand, being, in general, surrounded 
by extensive gardens, all of which are abundantlyv 
stocked with that graceful aiid odorrferous plant 
Add to this the number of towers and spires with 
which its numerous churches and convents are 
supplied, and the first coup-d?ceirmay be conceived 
toibe extremely striking and imposing. 

'•As soon as we had taken a general survey of the 
streets, the next object of attention was the reli- 
gious houses. • Iji these, however, there was but little 
to admire, thf architecture being of the plainest 
kind, and even the chapels as much wanting in or- 
naiment as can be imagined. There were, indeed, in 
tmy^t of them, some trifling attempts at carved 
work and gilding upon the roof, a little stained glass. 
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neither rich nor ancient, in the windows, and>a few 
tawdry pictures suspended above the altars; but 
the tout ensemble was decidedly that of bjuildings 
which did not even aim at beauty or grandeur^ Tb^ 
tnonk^ we found a good natured obliging set of 
men, very vrilling to give us any information in 
their power; by one of whom I was fortunate 
enough to be conducted through a convent of 
Augustine* friars. Into their ntKKle of living it is 
not to be supposed that I could obtain much in*- 
sights [t seemed, however, to be less inddlent than 
tiiat of some convents, which I had visited in the 
old country,^ and approached proportionftbly nearer 
to a college Hfe among ourselves; though it muc^ 
be admitted that the fellows and undergraduate 
of: Oxifbrd and Cambridge have a better n^ion of 
both comfort and elegance, : than tiie Ai^ustiAe 
friars of St. Michael's. :Of the nuns, of course, #e 
saw nothing, excepting through the grates* We 
found them full of curiosity, and eag$r to, l^now ma 
much as they could learn of the world from. which 
they were excluded ; but quite as fond of flirting 
as any set of young ladies: at a boai^ng school. It 
was amusing to observe their mode of begging; ibr 
aU the nuns in this part of the world ar.e licensed 
beggars. The younger and fairer mevnhivn <^() th^ 
sisterhood came to the grate first ; chatjted,. f^ittg, 
and presented us with artificial flowei!^, and .1;h€^ 
xetiHng made:^ay for theold and the ugly> whfo re- 



quested a little money for the good of our souls 
and their bodies. To soli(^itations thus expressed, 
it was hnpossible to turn a deaf ear, and the con- 
9equedo& was,: that we soon discovered it to be 
quite as expensive an amusement to flirt with a 
in% as with any other belle in London or else^ 
wheite. 

Besides the churches and convents, amounting 
in all to not fewer than nine, there is a fort erected 
for the protection of the harbour, which we like* 
wise endeavoured to see ; but were prevented by 
tiie 4Sientinel at the ^te, who refused us admit- 
tance. The disappointment, however, was not 
gmat, as it wai easy to perceive, from its outward 
apjiearance^ that the fort could possess few points 
worthy of observation ; -and, indeed, we attributed 
1^ reluctance evinced, in admitting strangers^ to 
its utter uselessness as a place of defence. 

To describe all < this occupieft but a small portion 
of my time, and to read the description will occupy 
a ^BtiU smaller portion of yourii; but to see it was 
the laborious employinent of a^ entire day* Wea* 
ried tnit, therefore, with my exertions, -and not 
feeling myself much rewarded^ at least for the lat-* 
terpart of my trouble, I returned in the evening 
to the hotel) where, as the«hips were still at anchor 
takifig on board water and fresh provisions^ I 
Ventured to ^pend the night. 

Having tiiu$< discoveted that there wm little in 
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the works of art, and a great deal in those of nature^ 
throughout St. Michael's, to interest the traTeller, 
a friend and myself determined to set off next 
morning on a visit to the volcano. With this 
design we ordered asses, for asses are the only ani*- 
Bftals for hire, to be in readiness by day-break, and 
finding them in waiting at the time appointed, we 
took a guide with us and pushed forward in the 
direction of the dark smoke. The mountain with 
k8i water, being distinctly visible from Pqnto del 
@ada^ we took it for granted that the distance 
between the two places could not exceed twelveor 
fourteenr milca; but, on- inquiring of our guide, we 
were alarmed by the information, that the. nearest 
mad would, carry us at least twenty-seven). miles 
fimmithe /town. Thunder-struck by this news, .we 
vfete fbn %ome time at a loss what course to pursue. 
To proceed was •dangerous, because, mounted bb 
WNBtweFC^ to go and return the same day wasimpos. 
mble^'and, ifwe remained so far from the shipping 
rfmring the .night, the fleet might sail befbce we 
•bould be able -to get back. On the other hand, to 
gtvJ& np !Our design.andquit a country where a vol- 
cano was to be seen, without seeing it, appeared 
sather 1 a mortify ingiprospect. After weighing for 
Oid&weminutesitbe chances on ^both sides^ T^ shall 
ftop Bay* witb iben utmost i impartiality^ ouriosity 
finally prevailed over feair;' and, in lorder to'pr^yent 
uny fini;her> repentance and consequent change of 



mind, we put our donkeys into a gallop, andfanr^ 
ried on as fast as they could cdny us. But. the 
speed of the asses, and our own venturous detetmi^ 
nation proved, after all, equally unavailing ; for^ OMi 
gaining the summit of the downs, and looUing 
back upon thefleet, we beheld, to our great sorrow*, 
the signal for sailing floating from the top-^masts- df 
all the ships. Mortified at our disappointmbnll^ 
and a4; the same^time rejoicing that we hadigotai^ 
further on our journey, we were compelled^ to i:um 
oiir asses' heads, and to retrace our steps toiMax^ 
Pontes del Gada; where we found eveiy thing kk 
the bustle and confusion of a re-embarkation. iTht 
beach was covered with sailors, soldiers,^ bullockjif, 
aild casks of fresh water, hurrying; and beiiig 
hurried, indiscriminately into the boats which 'had 
come to take them off. The towns-peopie w€W 
running about upon thei^trand, some bfferitigthdir 
skiffs to convlsy the officers on boardihe shi^ sonie 
belpif^ to swing ^the bullocks into the barges, ati4 
others shouting and hallooing apparently fr^ilifc 
uninterested love of noise.' In short, it .wasfr^i 
scene of great liveliness and bustle, perhaps rather 
too much so to be agreeable. 

Seeing this universal eagerness to reach thcfiert, 
*we^ of course, ■ threw ourselves into the first boat 
we could approach, and in a short tiine fonnd oun^ 
;s^lv€is on bbard our own ship. > But here a verjr 
tantalizing piece of news awaited us, for we^eartit 
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^tyVa spite of all thissh^w^f <pr6pairatioii, ^ 
'aiimiral had n^t begbn to ^weigh anchor; nor^was 
43bi€re any infeeDtion of moving, at ^soonest, before 
idle fmorrow. The opportunity^ however, was los*, 
imd could not be 'recovered, .consequently we were 
obliged to submit as cheerfully as we could, though 
it was impossible to help i^retting, what had at 
jfiisjb been a source of consolation, the circumstance 
of ourbaying caught a viewof theitgnal at the time 
we did. But, as the event proved, it was quite as 
well /ibr us that we had mdden no further from .the 
jibore; for on the day following the signal !wt» 
again repeated; and by way of giving additionsil 
weight .to 'it, the^ admiral began to shake loose his 
tofH9ail$» Nor did it prove, like that of yesterday, 
a ;fklse alarm. By mid day the victualling and 
'Watering Jbeing complete, the fleet immediately 
b^^nto get imder weigh ; and, as d)e wind blew 
fair and fresh, before dark the mountains of St. 
iAIicbael's could.be se0n only like a thin vapour in 
the sky. Ne»t morning, nothing but the old pros- 
4>ect of air and water metthe gaze, as w.e stood, our 
course, at a rapid rate, towards Bermuda. 

The voyage from . St. Michael's to Bennuda 
.oecupil9d a space of ia,lmost an i^tire mouthy-' the 
first having < been lost sight. of on the 97th ^ 
June, axid it being the 84th of July before 
the low shores of the last could be discerned. 
It was, however, a sail of more mterpst> and pro- 
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truded themselves, whilst above it, and on every 
side of the area, the hills were covered with wood, 
interrupted now and then by the bald forehead of 
a blackened rock. In front of the hamlet again,, 
there was an opening sufficient to admit the most 
delicious glimpse of the ocean ; and through this 
the stream, after boiling for. a while in a little basin 
which, it' has excavated for itself out of what re- 
sembles the foundation of the cliff, makes, its way, 
brawling over a clear pebbly bottom, till it joins, 
the sea. . . 

'- This paragon of valleys, and masterrpiece of 
nature's handy- work, burst upon us as such scenes, 
tp be witnessed with advantage, ought to do, with- 
out the slightest warning or expectation. The road 
by which we approached it, being completely shut 
isi wit;h wood, and; winding considerably to aid the 
descent, brought us out nearly at the gorge of the 
rale,' so as to throw the hamlet, the cliff, and the 
waterfall, into the back-ground ; and, as the whole 
was of such extent as to be taken in at one glance, 
the effect was striking beyond any of the kind I 
ever witnessed^ You may imagine that' we had no 
desire to hurry through such a glan as thisf and 
needed not the additional motive i which the weari- 
ness of our donkeys afforded, to persuade us to 
a 'temporary halt. . Giving the animals, therefore, 
to> the care of their owners^ . we. dismounted, and 
went into some of the cabins, the inhabitants of 
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which appSeare^ to be as mihpte as the sitiiatioii ^ 
their abodes bad prepared Us to Expect. The mbfr 
^ere all goat-herdi, and die ^omen seimtsd to bet 
as idle as their colintryworhem in Portugal^ liittStig, 
at the doors of their houses, surrounded by groupb^ 
of half-naked and filthy-kioking children. To 
j^ge by their dress, and the furniture of *h«* 
hoveb, they were ihirerably poor, though perflbcdy 
contented; they did ilot ask us for mdney; but 
astbi^ished, I suppose, at the glaring tjolour df our 
coats, they were very inquisitive to know who wb 
%cre, and whence we had dome. The English,- the 
French, and the Portuguese s6em to be thte only 
three nations of whose existence they hive ainy 
Knowledge ; and having been assured, ih answer txy 
their first (j[uestron^ that we were not FreSch^ they 
hhimediately added, then you must be Ei^Usk 
They did not af)pear, however, to b6 without sonie 
degrfee of cunning, for as long as we paused !m 
replying to their query, they were silent, but no 
sooner had We answered in the n€^ative,'thateithey 
launched forth into the most violent inves^tives 
against the Fitsnch ; convincing us, that the ani-. 
Ihosity of the mother-country towards its barbarous 
invaders, is not more implacable than tiiat of the 
colonies. 

Having loitered away half an himt in this fo-: 
ibantic spot^ and distributed a few dollars among 
?ts inhabitant^ we remounted our steeds and con* 
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tinued ojur journey. The remainder of the ride 
icar^ied us through scenery very similar to what 
we had idready passed ; the only difference was^ 
that tlie nearer we approached to Ponto del Gada, 
the more frequent became the spots of cultivation^ 
the width and smoothness of the road improving in 
proportion; till, at last, when we had attained the 
l»soW; of an eminence, from wiience the town witk 
its port and bay were distinguishable, we looked 
down upon an extensive valley, richly covered with 
fields of ^^nding com. Quickening our pace, we 
aiQoa entered the capital of St. Michael's, and were 
CQIOMducted by the drivers to a good hotel, kept by 
^a. Englishwoman of the name of Currie, where 
mr^ found every accommodation we could desire, 
at a veiy moderate expense. 

, A& we had started ^t an early hour from Villi 
£'ranca, the clocks were just striking ten, when we 
flighted at Mrs. Currie's hotel; consequently, 
Inhere was a long day yet before us, in which we 
l»ight see every tiling that was to be seen in the 
place. Having discharged our muleteers, therefore^, 
^ho iieemed overjoyed at the t^eceipt of one dollar 
fhf^iece, swallowed a hasty breakfast^ and made 
ourselves > somewhat comfortable, we lest no time 
in setting out further upon a stroll of examination 
i«md' discovery. 

u Ponto del Gada is, in. the whole, rather a ne$t 
tow^ Qontaimng friom twielve to fouiteefi thousftud 
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mbabitants ; butbeing built, especiaUy m the out^ 
skirts, without much rqgard to compactness, it 
iCOvers more ground than many places, of double 
the amount in population. It stands upon a. little 
bay, formed: by two projecting headlands, and oasi 
boast of a tolerable liarbour and excellent road^ 
stead. In its immediate vicinity, the country is 
more unifocm ly level than any I had yet observed ; 
the vale extending to the distance of four or five 
miles on every side, and ending in an amphitheatre 
of low green hills, which resemble, in appeamnc^ 
the downs ^ they are seen from £astboume, ia 
Sussex. ,The: whole of this flat is in a state of 'Ugh 
leultivation, being cleared, perhaps, too. completely^ 
pfiwood, and portioned off into different fields and 
parks by hedges and stone walls.. Judging. fiom 
the appearance, of the crops, I should t:onceive 
tfeat. the. soil was here of some depths as well> a6 
;fer;tility ; ;tbe whole ; valley being covered with 
T«fheat, Ip^Tley, and Indian corn. In truth, from 
the ftspect pf the country beyond tiie downsy 
.^fcere rocks towc^i^ione. above another in rude and 
b^nien grandeur, one. is almost tempted to believe 
fthait.theiwhote industry of the island has necessa-^t 
yUy expended itself upon this spol^ because it waa 
itb? only one capable : of rewarding it. I was asr 
sured, however, by the natives^ that, such ishbt llie 
c;»3e I and thjil^ in the interior, and towards the 
.oj^site coa^t, the rugged magniiicieDce of moun'- 
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tafii so^iery gives way to a more profitable, though 
less picturesque champaign. 

The principal streets <rf Ponto del Gada are 
paired, and kept at once cool and clean by a coti* 
sliant s[Hinkling of water, which it is the business 
of two or three men stationed at pumps within a 
certain distance of one another, to scatter over 
tiieni. Of the bye streets little can be said, they 
being, like those of other Portuguese towns, coo^ 
posed of mean cottages, unpaved, and extremely 
dirty. There is, however, an air of elegance givea 
to the town, particularly when looked at from a 
distance, by the intermixture of orange groves 
among the houses ; the largest of these, wherever 
diey happen to stand, being, in general, surrounded 
hyexteBisive gardens, all of which dre abundantly 
stocked with that graceful aid odoriferous plant; 
Add to this the numbfer of towers and spires with 
which its numerous churches and convents are 
supplied, and the first coup-droeirmay be conceived 
toi be extremely striking and imposing. 
:»i As soon as we had taken a general survey of the 
streets, the next object of attention was the reli- 
gious houses. • I|i these, however, there was but little 
to admire,' ith/ architecture being of the plainest 
kind,^and even the chapels as much wanting in or* 
na^ent as can be imagined. There were, indeed, in 
nw^ist <6f them, some trifling attempts at carved 
MTork and gilding upon the roof, a little stained glassy 
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neither rich nor ancient, in the windows, and;a few 
tawdry pictures suspended above the altars; but 
tiie tout ensemble was decidedly that of .buildings 
which did not even aim at beauty or grandeur^ The 
monk^ we found a good natured obliging set of 
men, very willing to give us any informatioa in 
their power; by one of whom I was fortunate 
enough to be conducted through a convent of 
Augustine' friars. Into their mode of living it >is 
not to be supposed that I could obtain much in*- 
sight* it seemed, however, to be less indolent than 
t^at of some convents, which I had visited in the 
old country^ and approached proportion&bly nearer 
to a college life among ourselves; though it must 
be> admitted diiat the fellows ftnd under«graduat^S 
of Oxford and Cambridge have a better n^ton of 
both comfort and elegance, than the Augustine 
friars of St. Michaers. Of the nuns, of course, vte 
saw nothing, excepting through the grate$« We 
found them full of curiosity, and eager to HnowM 
much as they could learn of the world from.whioh 
they were exduded ; but quite as fond of flirting 
as any set of youug ladies at a boarding school. It 
was amusing to observe their mode of begging; ibr 
ail the nuns in this part of the world are liq^Ased 
beggars. The younger and fairer memb^s <;^f) the 
sisterhood came to the grate first; chattedivsmog) 
and presented us with artificial flowecs, ajid then 
ietiH^gmade;^ay for the old and the uglyf whto fp- 
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quested a little money for the good of our souls 
and their bodies. To soiiditations thus expressed, 
it was fanpossibie to turn a deaf ear, and the coni* 
sequence was,: that we soon discovemd it to be 
quite as ex^nsive an amusement to flirt with 4 
itun, as with any other belle in London or else* 
whem. 

Besides the churches and convents, amounting 
m all to not fewer than nine, there is a fort erected 
for the protection of the harbour, which we like* 
wise endeavoured to see ; but were prevented by 
ti[)6 sentinel at the^te, who refused us admit- 
taace. The disappointment, however, was not 
great, as it wa^ easy to perceive, from its outward 
apjpearancC) that the fort could possess few points 
wortJby of observation ; ^nd, indeed, we attributed 
tjftereluctanoe evinced, in admitting. strangers^ to 
its utter uselessness as a place of defence* 

To describe all < this occupiese but a small purtioa 
of my time, and to read the description will occupy 
a still smaller portion of yourii; but to see itwMs 
the laborious employment of an entire day* Wea« 
ried out, therefore, with my exertions, and not 
feeling myself much rewarded^ at Irast for the lat-* 
ter part of my trolible, I returned in the eveni^^ 
to the hotels whete, as the ships were still at anchor 
tB&ifig on board water and fresh provisions^ i 
ventured to Spend the night* 

Having tiiu$< discovered that there- iwas little ia 



60 ST. Michael's. 

the works of art, and a great deal in those of nature^ 
throughout St. Michael's, to interest the traTeller, 
a friend and myself determined to set off next 
morning on a visit to the volcano. With this 
design we ordered asses, for asses are the only ani*- 
mals for hire, to be in readiness by day-break, and 
finding them in waiting at the time appointed, we 
took a guide with us and pushed forward ill the 
direction of the dark smoke. The mountain with 
its water, beins distinctlv visible from Ponto del 
©aday we took it for granted that the distance 
between the two places could not exceed twelveor 
fourteenf miles; but, on^ inquiring of our guide, we 
were alarmed by the information, that the nearest 
road would, carry us at least twenty-seven ^ miles 
fiotn : the /town. Th under-struck by this news, we 
vrete fbn same time at a loss what course to pursue: 
To proceed was dangerous, because, mounted as 
weiwere^ to go and return the same day was impos. 
sible^'^and, ifwe remained so far from the shipping 
^tning the might, the fleet might sail befoce we 
should be able to get back. On the other hand, to 
gifve up !Our desigii:andquit a country where a vol- 
cano was to be seen, without seeing it, . appeared 
lafdieri a mcotify ingiprospect. After weighing for 
uiibwimmitesitbe chances ion both sides, T^^ shall 
kop BvyvWith ihet i.ntmost i impartiality, ^curiosity 
finally prevailed over feair;' and, in KXjder topf^tetit 
any further repentance and consequent change of 
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mind, we put our donkeys' into a gallop, andfaur- 
ried on as fast as they could cany us. . But. the 
speed of the asses, and our own venturous, detettni^ 
nation proved, after all, equally unavailiBg; fw^ bit 
gaining the summit of the downs, and lookiilg 
back upon the'fleet, we beheld, to our great ^sorrow, 
the signal for sailing floating from the top-masts< dJf 
all the ships. Mortified at our disappointinirall^ 
and at the same^time rejoicing that we had igot vis^ 
further on our journey, we were compelled- to 'tuna 
our asses' heads, and to retrace our steps toWaxdl^ 
Pontta del Gada; where we found every .thing lA 
-the bustle and confusion of a re-embark'atioiai. - > Th^ 
beach was covered with sailors, soldiers,* bullocki^, 
and casks of fresh water, hurrying; and being 
hurried, indiscriminately into the boats which'had 
come to take them off. The towns-people w€re 
running about upon the^trand^ some bfieritgthelir 
skiffs to convisy the officers on board the shiye^ s<MOfie 
bdping to swing the bullocks into the barges, afaid 
others shouting and hallooing apparently ffQintUt^ 
uninterested love of noise.' In short, • it .Watfie 
scene of great liveliness and bustle^ perhaps ratKw 
too much so to be agreeable. - > . 

Seeing this universal eagerness to icach thcflftct, 
«wey of course, ' threw ourselves into the first boat 
we could approach, and in a short tiine found oun- 
:S^lv€3 on bbard our own ship. > But here a very 
tantalizing piece of news awaited us, for we^eartit 
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4iAt, in spite of aU thh 6h<KW^f prdpairafeio^, dve 
'«ifaniral had iK)t begjaii to ^vwigii. anchor; nor^was 
4jbLere any intention of moving, at honest, before 
:l^ fmorrow. The opportunity, however, was los*, 
imd could not be recovered, consequently we were 
obliged to submit as cheerfully ^ we could, 'though 
it was impossible to help regretting, what had at 
j6i9t been a source.of consolation, the circumstance 
of ourbaving caught a viewof theiignal at the time 
we did. But, as the event pfoved, it was quifte as 
^ell .for us that we had nidden no further &om .the 
jihore; for on the day following the signal wias 
again repeated; and by way of giving additioniil 
weight to it, the admiral began to shake loose his 
tofH^ails* Nor did it prove, like that of yesterday, 
a fklse alarm. By mid day the victualling and 
watering Jjcing complete, the fleet immediately 
b^;anto get under weigh ; and, as the wind blew 
fair and fresh, before dark the mountains of St. 
iMicbael's could be seen only like a thin vapour in 
the sky. NoKt morning, nothing but :^he old ptos- 
.pect of air and water met the gaze, as we stood our 
course, at a rapid rate, towards Bermuda. 

The voyage from . St. Michael's to Bermuda 
occupied a space of almost an , entire month, * the 
first having been lost sight . of on the a7th af 
June, ^ixd it being the 24th of July be&re 
the low shores of the last could be discerned. 
It was, however, a sail of more interpst, and pro- 



duictive of more variety thain that from Bourdeaaic 
to the Azores* We had pow igot within thcr 
influejice of the tropical climate, and were not 
^^frequently amused with water-spouts, and othes 
phenomena peculiar to warm regions. The ily ing 
fisht likewise, and its pursuer the dolphki, afibrded 
at lea4t something to look at; whilst maaiy idle 
hours were whiled away in attempts to catch, «« 
Strike the latter^ith harpoons. In these we w£te 
not always unsuccessful, consequently I had se^e* 
ral opportunities of watching the change of ooleur 
which that fish undergoes when it is dying; and 
though the description generally given of it iBcarT 
tainly indebted in some degree to the imagination 
of voyagers, I mui^t confess that the transitiow 
fxcHn blue to purple, and from purple to gi^en^ with 
all the intermediate shades, are extremely beau^ 
tifnL M^hen the fish is in the water^ it is by jdo 
means remarkable for brilliancy of hue> and aa jsoon 
a$ it is deadi it returns to its original colout,t-r4 
dingy sea. green ; but whilst it is floundering and 
fkpping upon the ideck, it is impossible to say 
what is its real appearance, so many, and so diiie^ 
rient acq the hues which it assumes. Nor did^we 
(gil^p^ without the occassional occurrence of a lew 
g^gresable spe^sies of varirty; I mean squalls, thuni- 
dt^r-fitorms^ ^ and whirlwinds. As we appro^chei 
Bermnda, ixid^edf these became too fi^quent Ati 
e}(Qiteany iptjeresti beyond an earnest, desire .that 
^y would fi^m; -but while we were yet a good 



64 BERMUDA. 

way off, and the incident rare, they were wit- 
nessed with moreof admiration than terror. ' 

Besides these amusements with which nature 
supplied us, we were not backward in endeavouring 
to amuse ourselves. Being now pretty well accus- 
tomed to the atmosphere of a ship, we began to 
consider ourselves at home, and to give balls and 
other public entertainments through the fleet. One 
of these I shall take leave to describe, because I 
am sure it must interest from its novelty. 

On the 19th of July, at an early hour in the 
morning, a signal was made from the Royal Oak, 
that the admiral would be happy to see the officers 
of the fleet, on board his ship that evening. Boats 
were accordingly sent off fiom the different ves-^ 
sels, loaded with visitors; and, on mounting the 
gang-way, a stage, with a green curtain before it^ 
was discovered upon the quarter-deck. The whole 
of the deck, from the poop to the main-mast, was 
hung round with flags, so as to form a moderate 
sized theatre ; and the carronades were removed 
from their port-holes, in order to make room for th* 
company. Lamps were suspended from all part^ 
of the rigging and shrouds, casting a brilliant light 
upon this singular play-house; and the ere w, anuyed 
in their best attire, crowded the booms, yards^ And 
fbre part of the deck; whilst the space from the 
main-mast to the foot of the stage, was set with 
benches for the more genteel part of the audience. 

At seven o'clock the curtain drew up, sltid dis- 
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covered a scene painted with such taste, as would 
not have disgraced any theatre in London, The 
play was the Apprentice, with the Mayor of Garfet 
as an after-piece, performed by the officers of the 
ship, and of the artillery; dnd Went off in high 
style, applauded, as you may suppose, with the loud- 
est acclamations. The quarter-deck of a British 
iiii^ of battle ship has often enbiigh been a stage 
foi" the exhibition of bloody tragedieis, biit to wit- 
ness a comedy and k farce up6n that stage, and ill 
the middle of the Atlantic ocean, was delightful 

■ 

from its very singularity. When the performaticd 
waA at an end, the stage was knocked down, the 
seats removed, and evei-y thing cleaved for dancing. 
The music was excellent, beingcotoposed of the 
band of the Royal Oak ; and the bill was opened 
by Admiral Malcombe and the Honourable Mrs. 
Mullens, in a country dance, followed by as many 
couples as the space Would permit, the greater num- 
ber of officers dancing, as you may believe, A\^ith 
one another. Iii this amusement every person; 
from the admiral and general, down to the youngest 
ensign and midshipman joined, laying aside, fortltd 
time, all restraint or fonh of discipline; and having 
kept it up with great spirit till considerably be^ 
yond mid-night, a blue* light was hoisted as a 
signal for the dilFerent boats to come off for thel 
strangers, and each returtied tp his own ship highly- 
gratified with the evening's entertainment. 

F 
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jBy employing ourselves in this manner, and by 
keeping up what is emphatically called a good 
heart, we contrived to pass our time agreeably 
enough. Whenever the weather would permit, 
and the fleet lay well together, we made parties of 
pleasure to the different ships ; when the wind was 
too high, and the fleet too much scattered for such 
proceedings, we remained at home, and amused 
ourselves in the best way we could. . Some of the 
captains, and our's among the number, were pos- 
3essed of very tolerable libraries; the doors of 
which they politely threw open for the bepefit 
of^ their military guests; and thus, by reading, fil- 
ing, and boating, we were enabjed to make hea^, 
with some success against the . encroachments of 
pnnui. It must be confessed, however, that in 
spite of strenuous efforts to the contrary, that 
determined enemy of all idle persons, was begin- 
ning to gain ground upon us, when about mid-d^y, 
pn the 24th of July, a cry of land was heard from 
the mast-head. All eyes were immediately turned 
ib the direction to which the sailor pointed^ and as 



thie wind blew fair, and moderately fresh, no grea.t 
length of time elapsed, before the same object was 
distinguishable from the deck* A signal was im* 
mediately hoisted for a pilot, who lost no time in 
coming off to us ; and before dark, we were at 
anchor opposite to the tanks in Bermuda. 

The appearance of Bermuda is altogether as dif- 
ferent from that of St. Michael's, as one thing can 
be from another. While the other, with its lofty 
mountains and bold shores, can be seen at the dis- 
tance of many leagues, a ship must be within a few 
miles of this before the slightest symptom of Und. 
is discernible. On this account, it is, that mari-^ 
ners find greater difficulty in making Bermuda, 
than perhaps any other island or continent in the 
known world; the most experienced seamen fre,-? 
quently running past it, and not a few sufferings 
shipwreck every year, upon its numerous shoals: 
and rocks. For not only is the land itself low, and 
thus apt to be run against by vessels which may. 
have approached, in stormy weather, too near to 
put about; but for many miles around it, reefs of 
sunken rock stretcli out into the sea in every direc-^ 
tion; insomuch that even the approach to the. 
principal anchorage is no more than a narro'w 
channel between two sych reefs, in many placest 
scarcely exceeding a mile, or a mile and a half in 
width. The navigation, even in calm weather, is 
therefore attended with considerable danger ; the 
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neither rich nor ancient, in the windows, and^a few 
tawdry pictures suspended above the altars; but 
tiie tout ensemble was decidedly that of buildings 
which did noteven aim at beauty or grandeur^ ll;te 
monk^ we found a good natured obliging set of 
men, very lulling to give us any informatioa in 
their power; by one of whom I was fortunate 
enough to be conducted through a convent of 
Augustine friars. Into their mode of living it ;is 
not to be supposed that I could obtain much in*- 
sight, it seemed, however, to be less inddlent than 
Idiat of some convents, which I had visited in the 
old conntry,^ and approached proportion&bly nearer 
to a college hfe among ourselves; though itmuat 
be> admitted. diat the fellows and under«gradua£^ 
of: Oxibrd and Cambridge have a better n^ton of 
both comfort and elegance, thaa the Augustine 
friars of St. Michaers. Of the nuns, of course, \te 
saw nothing, excepting through the grate$« We 
found them full of curiosity, and eager to Hnow^ajs 
much as they could learn of the world from whioh 
they were exduded ; but quite as fond of flirting 
as any set of young ladies: at a boarding school. It 
W4s amusing to observe their mode of begging; ibr 
ail the nuns in this part of the world are licensed 
beggars. The younger and fairer members <;i(] the 
sisterhood came to the grate first ; chaUed^. ^l^) 
and presented us with artificial flowers, ajid :%hm 
letiHng inade;^ay for the old and the liglyi whto re- 



id^ve her that night .; but, at an eavly hour ^iMt 
morning, I embraced the first opportunity of gdilig 
on shore. To reach St. George's, the capital of the 
colony, you are obliged to row, for several mileli 
up a narrow frith called the ferry, immediately' 0& 
entering which, the scenery becomes in the hi^^ 
est degree picturesque. Though still retaining it^ 
character of low, the ground, on each side, looks 
as if it were broken into little swells, the whole ;<»f 
them beautifully shaded with groves of cedaif^ and 
many of them crowned with country house^^ afii 
white as the drifted snow. But the fact is, that 
this appearance of hill and dale is owing t€y tkfs 
prodigious number of islands which, compose the 
cluster; there being, in all, according to'Vulgar 
Import, not fewer than three hundred and axty-#*?=*i 
of which the largest exceeds not seven or. eigjbt 
miles in diameter. Yet it is only when you -1^ 
low what at first you are inclined to mistake 0f 
a creek, or the mouth of a river^ that you disco^if€f 
the want of vallies between these hills ; and ^ven 
thcn,vyou are more apt to fancy yourself upon ^ 
bosom of a lake studded with isleta, than^stee^ 
ing amidf spots of earth which stand, each of theih 
difttincft, in the middle of the Atlantic Qee^n. / - '^- 

iln the town of St George'si, there. i» liteijalljr 
nothing to be seen, at least nothing worthy of 
being repeated. It CQusiists of about fifty or sixty 
houses^ithe glare from which, as they i^re aU buiU 
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die works of art, and a great deal in those of nature^ 
throughout St. Michael's, to interest the traTellcr, 
a friend and myself determined ta set oiF next 
morning on a visit to the volcano. With this 
design we ordered asses, for asses are the only anir 
mals for hire, to be in readiness by day-break, and 
finding them in waiting at the time appointed, we 
tDok a guide with us and pushed forward ill the 
direction of the dark smoke. The mountain with 
ks' water, being distinctly visible from Eqnto del 
©aday we took it for granted that the distance 
between the two places could not exceed tw^lvew 
fourteenf miles; but, on.^ inquiring of our guide, we 
wete alarmed by the information, that the nearest 
Boad would, carry us at least twenty-seven; miles 
feotti : the /town* Th under-struck by this news, we 
w^Te ion some time at a loss what course to pursue. 
To proceed was -dangerous, because, mounted as 
imiwefe, to goand return the same day wasimpos. 
stble^'and, if we remained so far from the shipping 
during the f night, the fleet might sail befose we 
should be able to get back. On the other hand, to 
giviB up ®ur desigia:andquit a country wh^e a vol- 
cano was to be seen, without seeing it, appeared 
CartheTi a mGotify ingiprospect. After weighing for 
arffl^Wrmin^te&tbe chdnoesion both. sides, T^> shall 
JK>t> sayi' with ihen utmost i impartiality, > curiosity 
finally prevailed over fealry and, in KDTjder topr^tent 
any furtherrepentatice and consequent change of 
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mind, we put our donkeys into a gallop, and har^ 
ried on as fast as they could cdriy us. But. the 
speed of the asses, and our ovm venturous, detetmi^ 
nation proved, after all, equally unavailiBg} fWy 0* 
gaining the summit of the downs, and looUitlg 
back lipon thefleet, we beheld, to our great«orrow*, 
the signal for sailing floating from the top-masts* 4iF 
all the ships. Mortified at our disappointintoili^ 
and at the same ^ time rejoicing that we had^gotin^ 
further on our journey, we were compelled, to i:um 
our asses' heads, and to retrace our steps to^a^rdl^ 
Pontxik del Gada; where we found every 'thing kl 
-the bustle and confusion of a re-embarkation. > < Th^ 
beach was covered with sailors, soldiers, builocki^, 
aild casks of fresh water^ hurrying;, and being 
hurried^ indiscriminately into the boats which 'had 
oome to take them off. The towns-peopid w«e 
running about upon thiei^trand; somec^erilig.tbeitr 
skiffs to convisy the officers on board the sihi^^sofiie 
belpiing to swing '- the bullocks into the barges, ahid 
others shouting and hallooing appiFentlyfrgm-^ldAfe 
uninterested love of noise.' In short, it .Watfrii 
scene of great liveliness and bustle, ]!>efha{>s rather 
tpomuch so to be agreeable. • 

Seeing this universal eagernessrtoicach thefleet, 
<we^ of course, • threw ourselves into the first boat 
we could approach, and in a short time found ouiv- 
i^lvqs on bbar^ our own ship.^ But here a veiiy 
tantalizing piece of news awaited us, for we^earrit 
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42&t, m Spite of all thi8 6h<KW4»f pr6pairafeio(i^ ^ 
'«iimiral had nert beglEtn to NWingh anchor; nor^as 
43iere any int^ation cf moving, at sooDest, before 
tiie finorrov. The opportunity, however, was los*, 
wnA could not be recovored, consequently we wei^e 
obliged to submit as cheerfully ^ we could, though 
it was impossible to help regretting, what had at 
£csjk been a source of consolation, the circumstance 
of our having caught a viewof theiignal at the time 
we did. But, as the event ptoved, it was quite as 
^ell /for us that we bad ridden no further from .the 
jihwe; for on the day following the signal wlas 
ligain repe^Jbed; and by way of giving additioniatl 
weight Xo it, the admiral began to shake loose his 
tol>-9ail$» Nor did it prove, like that of yesterday, 
afltlse alarm. By mid day the victualling and 
watering Jbeing complete, the fleet immediately 
fo^^nto get under weigh ; and, as the wind blew 
fair and fresh, before dark the mountains of St. 
iMicbael-s could be seen only like a thin vapour in 
the sky. Nest morning, nothing but |he old piros- 
.pect of air and water met the gaze, as we stood our 
course, at a; rapid rate, towards Bermuda. 

The voyage from . St. Michael's to Bermuda 
.oecupi^ a space of .a,lmost an, entire month;- the 
first having been lost sight . of on the a7th 4*f 
June, and it being the 24th of July before 
the low shores of the last could be discerned. 
It was, however, a sail of mor^e interest, and pro- 



ductive of more variety thain that from Bourdeam 
to the Azores. We had now got within the 
influence of the tropical climate, and were not 
XiOEifrequently amused with water-spouts, and othes 
phenomena peculiar to warm regions. The ^ing 
fisht likewise, and its pursuer the dolphki, afibrded 
at lea,3t something to look at; whilst many idle 
hours were whiled away in attempts to catch, 5W 
Strike the latter^ith harpoons. In these we were 
not always unsuccessful, consequently I had seifxy 
ral opportunities of watching the change of ooieur 
which that fish undergoes when it is dying ; and 
though the description generally given ofit iBcer-? 
tainly indebted in some degree to the imagination 
of voyagers, I must confess that the traniitiom 
from blue to purple, and from purple to gi^n, with 
all the intermediate shades, are extremely beaxif 
tifnl. When the fish is in the water, it is by jdo 
means remarkable for brilliancy of hue, and as jsoon 
M it is deadf it returns to iu original colouit,t-n& 
dingy . sea. green ; but whilst it is floundering and 
flapping upon the deck, it is impossible to say 
what is its real appearance, so many, and so dtfie^ 
rient acQ the hues whiah it ajssumes. Nor did) we 
ei^^pf without' the i)ccia)sional occurrence of .a lc» 
g^re^ablC' species of varifty; I mean squalls, .thunh 
4?fHstorms4 aiKl whirlwinds. As we appro^dhei 
Bermuda, i^d^ed^ th^se became too fnequent.to 
e3(Qite any interest, b^eyond an earnest desii*. that 
dwy wojild /f9i^i ibut while we were yet a good 
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way off, and the incident rare, they were Vit- 
nessed with moreof admiration than terror. • - 

Besides these ^ amusements with which nature 
supplied us, we were not backward in endeavouring 
to arimse ourselves. Being now pretty wellaccus- 
tomed to the atmosphere of a ship, we began to 
consider ourselves at home, and to give balls and 
other public entertainments through the fleet. One 
of these I shall take leave to describe, because I 
am sure it must interest from its novelty. 

On the 19th of July, at an early hour in the 
morning, a signal was made from the Royal Oak; 
that the admiral would be happy to see the officers 
of the fleet, on board his ship that evening. Boats 
were accordingly sent off rVom the different ves-» 
sels, loaded with visitors; and, on mounting the 
gang-way, a stage, with a green curtain before it; 
was discovered upon the quarter-deck. The whole 
of the deck, from the poop to the main-mast, was 
hung round with flags, so as to form a moderate 
sized theatre; and the carronades were removed 
from their port-holes, in order to make room for th* 
company. Lamps were suspended from all parts 
of the rigging and shrouds, casting a brilliant light 
upon this singular play-house; and the ere w, armyed 
in their best attire, crowded the booms, yards^ ind 
fore part of the deck; whilst the space from tht 
main-mast to the foot of the stage, was set with 
benches for the more genteel part of the audietice. 

At seven o'clock the curtain drew up, atiid dis- 
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covered a scene painted with such taste, as would 
not have disgraced any theatre in London. The 
play was the Apprentice, with the Mayor of Garfet 
as an after-piece, performed by the officers of the 
ship, and of the artillery; dnd Went off in high 
style, applauded, as you may suppose, with the loud- 
est acclamations. The quarter-deck of a British 
Im^ of battle ship has often enough been a stage 
foi* the exhibition of bloody tragedies, biit to wit- 
ness a coiliedy and t farce up6n that stage, and ill 
the middle of th€f Atlantic oCean, was delightfal 
from its very singularity. When the performanfcd 
wa^ at an end, the stage was knocked down, the 
seats removed, and every thing cleared for dancing. 
The music was excellent, beingcotoposed of the 
band of the Royal Oak; and the bill was opened 
by Admiral Malcbmbe and the Honourable Mrs. 
Mullens, in a country dance, followed by as many 
couples as th6 space Would permit, the greater num- 
ber of officers dancing, as you may believe, ^fith 
one another. lA this amusement every person; 
from the admiral and general, down to the youngest 
ensign and midshipman joined, laying aside, fortlt^ 
time, all restraint or forilt of discipline; and having 
kept it up with gieat spirit till considerably be4 
yond mid-night, a blue light was hoisted as a 
signal for the different boats to come off for the 
strangers, and each retuilied tp his own ship highly- 
gratified with the evening s entertainment. 

F 
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LETTER VI. 



]By employing ourselves in this manner, and by 
keeping up what is emphatically called a good 
heart, we contrived to pass our time agreeably 
enough. Whenever the weather would permit, 
and the fleet lay well together, we made partie3 of 
pleasure to the different ships ; when the wind was 
too high, and the fleet too much scattered for such 
proceedings, we remained at home, and amused 
ourselves in the best way we could. Some of the 
captains, and our's among the number, were pos- 
sessed of very tolerable libraries; the doors of 
which they politely threw open for the bepefit 
of their military guests; and thus, by reading, fish- 
ing, and boating, we were enabled to make head, 
with some success against the encroachments of 
^nnui. It must be confessed, however, that in 
spite of strenuous efforts to the contrary, that 
determined enemy of all idle persons, was begin- 
ning to gain ground upon us, when about mid-d^y, 
on the 34th of July, a cry of land was heard from 
the mast-head. All eyes were immediately turned 
ib the direction to which the sailor pointed, and as 



the wind blew fair, and moderately fresh, no greajt 
length of time elapsed, before the same object was 
distinguishable from the deck* A signal was im« 
mediately hoisted for a pilot, who lost no time in, 
coming off to us ; and before dark, we were at 
anchor opposite to the tanks in Bermuda. 

The appearance of Bermuda is altogether as dif-' 
fereht from that of St. Michael's, as one thing can 
be from another. Tfhile the other, with its lofty 
mountains and bold shores, can be seen at the di»* 
tance of many leagues, a ship must be within a few 
miles of this before the slightest symptom of land 
is discernible. On this account, it is, that mari* 
ners find greater diiBculty in making Bermuda, 
than perhaps any other island or continent in the 
known world; the most experienced seamen frie;-^ 
quently running past it, and not a few sufFering^^ 
shipwreck every year, upon its numerous shoak 
and rocks- For not only is the land itself low, and 
thus apt to be run against by vessels which may. 
have approached, in stormy weather, too near to 
put about ; but for many miles around it, reefs of 
sunken rock stretch out into the sea in every direc- 
tion ; insomuch that even the approach to th^, 
principal anchorage is no more than a narro'w 
channel between two sych reefs, in many places^ 
scarcely exceeding a mile, or a mile and a half iu 
width. The navigation, even in calm weather,, is 
therefore attended with considerable danger ; the; 
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idea of which is greatly heightened by ti]b'iemat)&^ 
able dearnesisof the water, and the peculiar bright^ 
Heds of the rocks. Iii some places this is so miicli 
t^ case, that the bottom may be seen at the depl^ 
df sTxand'seven fathoms: while the aspect of i the 
reefs which lie on each side, as you steer towaixbk 
theanchotdge, is such, as almost to persuade one, 
conttaiy to the evidence of reason, that a man might 
tea'p' uplon^hem from a bodt, without incurring: 
thfe danger of being wet above the knees^ j i ¥^ 
these- very reefe are seldom, covered with less/diao; 
iixj^aitd SQfihetimes with fomteen and fifteen;' feet 
ef wateirv • v ^ ^ 

^ Low as they 'are, the shdres of Bernttwiia' »ai«r 

htfiterthdesfi eKtremely beautiful.' They are covwse^ 
with (iedkp, a 'tree which here, at lea*t, seldom 
excfeecU'the height of twenty feet, and fromwhichy 
befo* tbe'«un;has risen, and after he has' »ieti 
fhel^d'bteeze comes loaded Avith the most delici^- 
6US perfume. Under the wood there grows a rich 
rfJort tftrf, apparentlystruggling to spread itself oveu 
the ctedky'rocks of which the entire island, ov rather 
i^Iaadsi ^eem to be -composed ; and, as the hcximes^ 
df^he bett^ orders a^-e oh ie% built with in^ reach 
of the cool air f pom the water, they, wit4iiitheJ|f 
Httl6 "lawns and gardens, produce^ a lively and 
{>lea8ing effect. 

• As dark^iess had come on before the ship could 
be" property inoorcd, no boats were permitted ta 



ifkkve her that night .; but, at an eavly hour naxt 
morning, I embraced the first opportunity of gding 
on shore. To reach St. George's, the capital of the 
colony, you are obliged to row, for several mile^i 
up a narrow frith called the ferry, immediately' 0& 
entering which, the scenery becomes in the high- 
est degree picturesque. Though still retaining it^ 
character of low, the ground, on each side, looks 
us if it were broken into little swells, the whole of 
them beautifully shaded with groves of cedair^ and 
many of them crowned with country house^^ & 
white as the drifted snow. But the fact is, that 
this appearance of hill and dale is owing to^ this 
prodigious number of islands which, compose the 
cluster; there being, in all, according to^vulgar 
reportj not fewer than three hundred and ^xty-£i^ 
of :which the largest excee4s not seven 'Or eight 
miles in diameter. Yet it is only when you fett 
low what at first you are inclined to mistake €plr 
a creek, or the mouth of a river, that you discavf0( 
-the .want of vallies between these hills ; and ^v^ 
then,- you are more apt to fancy yourself upon ^ 
bosom of a lake studded with isleta, than steer- 
ing amid, spots of earth which stand, each of t)wfih 
difttincft, in the middle of the Atlantic Qee^n. - " 

Jn the town of St George'si, there, i* literally 
nothing to be seen, at least nothing worthy of 
being repeated. It CQnsii$ts of about fifty or sixty 
houses^ ^ the glai*e from which, as they i^re aU buiU 
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of the chalk-stone, is extremely daziling to the 
•eyes. It is called the. capital, because here, the 
-cxjurt-hoiise stands, and the magisterial sittings are 
held; but in point of size, and, as far as I could 
learn,, in every other respect, it is greatly inferior 
lo Hamilton, another town at the oppbijite extre- 
4riity of the cluster, which I did not visit. A little 
rWay from St. Georges, and on the summit of a 
•bare rock, stand the bjg-racks; fitted up for the 
i^ccommodatton of a thousand men; and about a 
;Wile and a half beyond them, are the tanks, weU 
worth the notice of travellers. The object of this 
;Work is to catch and preserve the rain, a measure 
-which the total want of fresh springs through- 
out the colony renders absolutely necessary; There 
lure, indeed, wells dug upon the beach, but the 
w;ftter in these is only sea-water, filtered and ren^ 
dered brackish in making its. way through the 
s^Xid ; and by no means fit to be used, at least, in 
any quantity. To supply this deficiency, the bad 
.effects of which were experienced in the unhealthi- 
ness of many of the qrews upon the American 
station, government was induced to build these 
tftnks; consequently the water con tainedJn them 
is the property of the king, ' and none but king's 
ghipis, witli the troops in garrison, are permitted, 
,except in extreme cases, to be supplied from 
• thence* 

The climate of Bermuda has been extolled by 
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ihany, and among the rest by Mr. Moore in hisf 
odes and epistles, as salubrious and delightful. It 
is possible that he, and the rest of its eulogists; 
l^ay have visited these islands, at a season of the 
year different from that in which I visited them, but 
to me the heat was beyond every thing oppressive* 
Lying, as they do, under the influence of a vertical 
sun, and abounding, in all directions, with cliffs of 
white chalk, it is obvious that the constant reflec-"* 
tion of the sun's rays thereby occasioned must be 
quite overpowering. If these panegyrists mean tso 
say, that as long as you contrive to keep in the 
shade, and if you take care not to stir abroad till 
after sun-set, you will find the Bermudas deserv-: 
iMg of their title of summer-islands, then I will 
agree with them ; but I believe there is no man; 
who ever walked the street of St. George's at 
nbon, or any other spot where the sun-beams could 
Teach him, that did not consider the heat as any-^ 
thing rather than temperate. 

But whatever may be thought of the climate, 
there can, I think, be but one opinion as to the 
soil. It is generally admitted, that there is no 
moi^ unproductive spot of earth upon the face 
of the deep, than Bermuda. The only animals 
which appear to thrive are the goat, and the 
duck ; tlie cedar and a few calash trees are the 
only wood, and, except the most common kinds of 
vegaCiibleS) such as cabbages, onions, and sweei 
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potatoes^* I ^know. of haiidly another thing farongitk; 
tX). perfection, .even in the gardens* The fimts 
"Whigh a stranger may meet with, arcno doubbdfr. 
liqious, since among ,them he will find the shaddock 
and the pine-apple; .but for. these, as^ielhaaiifw 
almost .3,11 their.other, comforts and; luxiMries,^ thd 
Bermudians. ari^. indebted.to tbe^ continent ofvAixMH 
rica, or to the W^st Iijidiesj Whether this .be larnxx^. 
tQ.the naturaUsterility. of the soil, or to the esctremo 
i^olenfre .of .the /inlmbi tanA:s,^ I> cannot iprebenfi it(i 
4f^de^%..rth^ug;(x; I.^l^ be: inclined tojsuspQdF^ 
th^t ibbt^, w^re, in 'Some>dc^*ee, ^o.fcJame; ^imt^it^ 
consequences are felt by all visitors, in a.yejiy.iM»jL 
sjJbJe ; manner^ . jQVeiy article of livingi being hifere 
$pld for.thrice its intrinsiQ valWi^ ;.That:ptK)i2>tjBi<wM 
sbpuld be dean. in. this country i cannot stii^riiJe^ 
W^n.ijt is coi;i;^iderad, ,that: jtiiis.^inaU ii^land^^t^ in 
spite of myself I pannot help i;egarjding jthe lyJwdd 
cluster as one)JSithe general depot,, and place/of 
resort for repairs and storey, to; ia large :;pt04M)rtioa 
p^ the British ,navy,:^Qattered along the coast of 
America^ bwt,,s^rdy, if tb^ natives werie a littiie 
xnpre industrious, ^tbey ipjght affprd.to fi«U:itl>eiiS 
gpods at a xjheaper; rate, ^.andat; the »^arne: '^iiuw 
tOMSecpje;^ ^u^l, if not ^^gwatcir. prnfit.-; cBufc 
iki^K jndqlen^p.is b^ygnd all .conception,, : and cjaa^ 
l^e. attrihi*ted only . to, .what \. .believe .isj ,it^i«eal 
cause, the facility with which. thiey acquire foirtun^s^ 
from men) wjia, af^ ptiGessitated' tp i gi\;e sirbat^ver 



Ihcy demand for the most trifling article. The 
poorest and meanest freeman upon the island, 
aerer' dreams of applying his own hand, or even 
his own head, to the cultivation, of die ground ; and 
beitag abundantly supplied with negro slaves, they 
kdve «every thing, even the care of providing 
necessaries for themselves, to the industry of that 
ijyk^used^race. You may perhaps consider me as tod 
seirere^upon the Bermudiaus, but rest assured that 
I>repeat only what I was told by some of theni- 
seives; nor did I, fram my own personal observation, 
discover amy cause to question the veracity of ^my 
jnformei^. 

.in the praise bestowed by Mr. Moore upon the 
ieattty of these regions, I do, however, most cordt- 
atty join. There is something bewitchingly pretty, 
for pretty is perhaps the most appropriate epithet 
Fcould use, in every one of the many views which 
you may obtain from different points. The lotr 
and elegant cedar, the green short turf, the frequ^nft 
recurrence of the white and dazzling rock, the con- 
tinual rise and fall of the numerous small islands, 
but above all, the constant intermingling of land 
and watwsry^eem more like a drawing of fairy land, 
thdn a reality. There is nothing grand, nothing 
impoising, or calculated to excite ariy feeling bor- 
dering upon the awful, throughout the whole; but 
it is soft, gentle^ and exquisitely pleasing. 

Having spent theday at. St. George's, I returtttd 
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on Jboard to sleep^ ; and on the morrow removed^ 
with my baggage, to a transport then lying at 
anchor within the ferry, which was thenceforth to 
be my head quarters. There is, I am aware, »an 
universal prejudice against transports, which I 
firmly believe to be not more general than unjust. 
There are few gales which the greater number of 
those in the English service will not ride out ; and 
there are few situations in which they are not suf-* 
ficiently manned, to be manageable. For my own 
part, I confess my predilection for a transport 
Tather than for a ship of war : because in the tmo, 
you are absolutely nothing, the captain being there 
all in all ; whilst in the other you are at least your 
own master, and have the command of your own 
men. To my new quarters I accordingly removed, 
without experiencing a shadow of regret; and 
soon found reason to congratulate myself on the 
greater degree of liberty which I from that time 
enjoyed. 

You will readily believe, that a very small pon- 
tion of my time was now wasted on board ship ; 
for economy's sake I usually slept there, because 
at the inn the charge for beds, as well as for every 
thing else, was enormous ; but all the hours of day?- 
light were devoted to rowing round the different 
islands, and climbing the different eminences, from 
whence the most extensive prospects were to be 
obtained. Among other curiosities, I M^as informed 
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of two caves in one of the little isles, distant about 
four or five miles from the place where we lay* 
Being assured that they were highly deserving of 
notice, I determined to visit them ; and setting off 
one evening, with several others, for that purpose, 
we reached the spot which had been pointed out to 
us, a little before dark. We fastened the boat to 
the stump of a tree, and were proceeding towards 
the caves, when a fine manly voice, singing one of 
tlie Irish melodies, attracted our attention. Being 
rather curious to discover who, in this extra- 
mundane, place, had learnt to sing with so much 
taste, we followed the direction of the sound, till 
we came upon a party sitting under the shade of 
a tent, and like ourselves, enjoying the cool of the 
evening; on perceiving us, some of them came 
forward, and the satisfaction was mutual, when we 
Teicognized one another as old acquaintance)^. 
They urged us to relinquish our design, and to 
partake of their good cheer, with which, as the 
hour was late, we had small reluctance in com- 
plying ; and it was agreed, that instead of going 
on without proper guides, and at so unseasonable 
a time, we should breakfast together at the same 
spot in the morning, and proceed in a body to 
examine the caverns. Here, therefore, we remained 
.till the moon had risen, when we returned to our 
boat, and sailed back to the ship. 

Next morning every thing was got ready for th? 



76 K&RAiUI>A. 

expedition, but a heavy squall coming .on//pro^ 
vented us from setting out as early as w'e 'bad 
intended ; as soon as this blew over, we tcnAi tA 
our boat, and reached the place of rendezvous; in 
time to share the remains of a good break^sist^ 
which our friends had prepared for themsel^^s and 
us. When it was finished, we supplied ourselves 
with torches from some dry branches of die calash 
tree, and headed by a guide, moved towards- ti» 
Ti^outh of the nearest and largest of the two cavest 
•We descended into this by a ladder of sixteen rateps; 
and arrived upon a broad ledge of rock, where ysn 
hail ted for a few minutes to light the torches, anii 
accustom our vision to the gloom; when* bath; i«P 
these ends were attained, and we had advanced a 
few paces into the cave, a sight of the mostinde^ 
scribable sublimity burst upon us. The appearanoi^ 
was that of a huge Gothic cathedral, having its 
roof supported upon pillars of spar, moulded into 
the most regular shapes, and fluted and carved after 
the most exact models of architecture. The r&of 
itself, however, was too lofty to be discemedy • nor 
could the eye penetrate to any thing like an ew 
tremity, all beyond a certain extent being wrapped 
in the most profound darkness ; but the flasheis of 
light which at intervals streamed- out, as the glare 
of the torches fell upon pieces of spar as ckar as 
crystal, and the deep echo of our own voices aS we 
spoke, inspired us with a feeling of awe, boidering 
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uf>on superstitkm. It is in such a situation as tbis^ 
thfat the poorness and insignificance of human 
labour^ most forcibly strikes the mind. The most 
magnificent church and abbey, with their sculp- 
tured pillars and vaulted ceilings, were thought of 
as= mean in comparison of what was now before 
us ; nay,^ one could not help imagining, that these 
x^ery churches and abbeys had been built in humble 
ui!iitation of this, which looked like a temple reared 
by some beings more powerful than men. It 
seemed a shrine worthy of the genii of old> while 
yet they were in the zenith of their glory, and ere 
they had 'been driven from their thrones and oracles 
of d&rkaiess, by the light of Christianity. » 

'> I A$ « we moved on ward, we fonnd the sides of the 
cave gradually narrow upon us, andithe roof be^ 
aome lower and lower. There waa^ : liowever^ a 
etinldnuance of the sam>e<fanerlike appearance/ to 
the last^ though growing more and more contracted; 
tillj cfiBally , we were compelled to advance, one by 
oae^ and to stoop in order to prevent our heads 
from ' ooming in contact with the rock. . We toad 
now gone: as far as it was possible ta go with, any 
Aegreeof comfort, and were informed.fby tlie guides 
that we were upwardsof three l^undred'y.aa:ds»fiTom 
the. ^trance, when we found iteKpedient to wheel 
about, and to return to the open air. But the eflPect 
of/SO sudden a change,. fronn darkness talighty was 
esii^e^iagly disagreeable ; insomuchi . that we l^as^ 
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t?ezted into the smaller cave, as well for the purpose 
of deferring the moment of suffering, as to continue 
our search after the sublime. 

The entrance to this cavern is extremely dan- 
gerous, and not to be ventured upon without 
cither a trusty guide, or a thorough knowledge of 
the ground. After descending a ladder, hot quite 
80 deep as that which leads into the larger cave, you 
arrive at the brink of a fearful chasm, across which 
a flat stone, about two feet in width, is laid, con- 
necting the edges by a bridge of four or five feet 
in length. It is very fortunate that this frightful 
bridge is of no greater extent, for if you should 
chance to slip, or lose your balance whilst upon it, 
nothing could save you from being precipitated 
into the gulf. To what depth this chasm may 
reach, the guide could not inform us ; but that it 
is considerable, we discovered, by dropping a large 
stone, which we could hear for some time as it 
dashed against the projecting edges of the rock, 
and at length splashed, with a tremendous echo, 
into water* The man maintained, that the sea beat 
under the foundation of the island as far as the spot 
where we now stood, and his story was rendered 
at least probable, by the number of pools of salt- 
water, which we met with in the interior of the 
cave. 

After having visited the larger cavern, this cer.- 
tainly appeared to disadvantage ; but, had I' beheld 
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it first, or without seeing the other at all, I sbo«iJ4 
have believed that nothing upon earth could sur* 
pass it for grandeur and beauty ; the only respect ia 
which it is inferior to the other, being its size. The 
spar is as clear, and proportionably as abundant.; 
|the pillars are quite as regularly formed ; and it 
has even an advantage over its rival in two or three 
broken columns, which give to it the semblance <>f 
a temple in ruins. There is, also, in this cave, a 
strange propinquity of salt and fresh water pools ; 
the situation of two of which struck me as pecu- 
liarly curious. They were divided from each other 
by a piece of rock not much thicker than a man's 
hand ; and yet the water from the one tasted as if 
it had been taken from the German Ocean, while 
that from the other was as fresh and pleasant as 
possible. 

We had by tiais time fully gratified our curiosity, 
and once more ascended to the world of sunshine ; 
the splendour of which was at first almost insup- 
portable. By degrees, however, our eyes became 
accustomed to the change, and recovered their 
original tone, when we separated, each party re- 
turning to its respective ship, in high good humour 
with the day's employment. 

But to dine quietly on board was no longer en- 
durable. A tent was accordingly carried on shore, 
and having sought out the most shady and agreeable 
nook within a moderate distance of the vessel, our 
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tliaBer w^' brought thither, and ^e spent th6 
evening, as we had done the rhoraing, among th6 
works of nature. Here we remained till a late 
hour, talking over the adventures of the day, and oc^ 
casionally attemptmg a J^lifK^f^eap into futurity, till 
our friend, the moon, having risen, we again pulled 
on board by her light, and retired to sleep, and to 
dreatt) of sparry dome^ and eachanted^m^K^^)^^ 

■■- '•' .■'■■>•) i •*' -'j?'>i 'Ut *'ii':.- '« • *■'•.■■••':>»■«>. '^^^ 1<^4X : 
••^^■•'." »• '?j)-*i V •^•Ji. • . •;'*•♦« ?;^- •■• ■*'*:-|* K J**^t 

ft * 

<^\ ■ > »M . M I V -I * ' -< t^ ; j; ; - • ;/ - • , : '. ' ' * '■*. ^ \ \^- \ -■. • k xti, »♦ Aijl 
rt{ '-v- -.ni^ ^siii: ,.M.._ ,..;,• :.. ^-^a^-i;. -. •..'..• ^yMsrt f%d^ 

h% '^M^irruf-^ t»-ini>i>J jjitwio*/:* f>{i!f .r*>av>y»Ki W^\\% 

•^r. n,^ .\-r*4 V tltor ^fil fro ^(i^l^brm v^i :i'>rdv/ ,!rtnlUi 

' '.^^-^rif. t',f;tr,t <ri.'7 fill njui;^ tw .in.u'rti (*^4: -aiiniiy^ 
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Hua&xs&D away by tbejdeiire, so natucal to mosb 
Hien, of speaking of myself, I have neglected to re* 
cold the occurrence of some incidents which you 
will probably consider as more interesting than any 
thiUt I have yet told, because they relate to the 
expedition at large. In the first place I forgot to 
stiftte, that we found Sir Alexander Cochrane m the 
Toniiant of eighty guns, waiting at Bermuda, to 
take upon himself the guidance of the fleet. In 
the next place, I did not inform you, that the secret 
of our destination' transpired as soon as we had 
anchored off the island ; and that the bay of Che- 
sapeake is to be the theatre of our (^rations. 
Lastly, I omitted to mention, that on the SOth, bur 
little sutny was reinforced by the junction of the 
S Ist Fusileers ; a fine battalion, mustering nine hun- 
dred baycmets. The evening before, a squadron of 
six frigatea and several transports appeiared in the 
offing, which by mid-day on the 30th were all at 
ani^hor in the roads. They proved to be fimn the 
Mediterranean, having the 2 1st, S9th, and 62 d Re- 
gimentaon board, of which the two latter were pro-- 
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ceeding to join Sir George Prevost's anmy in Gana- 
ck, while the former attached itpdf to that .under 
the command of General Ross^ By thia very accept- 
able reinforcement, our numbers were incrcascdto 
upwards of threq thpusand :4ei&ctive micn^ wd 
a greater confidence in themselves, as.,M^eU>/as 
a better grounded hope of success, in, wh^itcvfir QU- 
terprief^ 4hey sni^t undertake, was .oAothf^^^aff}^ 
time* given. to the' troops. ; , , »•* ^ v u'u ^;ii ** 
^ . ;Having alr.eady dwelt sufficiently upQnc»«y Qmn 
personal advaatures at Bermuda^ Ish^U^JSt^^te 
your time. by 5L (Particular; dejtailof the ^rafib^ii^ 4W^- 
pamtjotifi which dutfmg tliia interval w;^^.li<9^^^ing 
Itooiigiaout itbe fleet... Stores of pjix;>ti¥PSi^ij&mb* 
wateff ammunitkm,iXrloth]ng,,&Ci W^X^ p^^^Kli^; 
aud magazines .for the future, i ^u|>ply 9( lihc^Mpf^per 
dition »€6tabli^h$d;; when on ) the : 3dv of { *Atiig)ii^t, 
ftlbthivgAr beiiig^inoAv coihplcite^ the aihips imc^imow 
got undei^iwei{^# aiid 3b>(>d. towards Am(^a«rR^<'' 
. i Diuwgi 4:hjQ i whole of thiddayi the wind^wn^Ugfot 
aadi'^un^teady* r cpjuscquentlyi little ^^i^ie^^^pi^ 
made;,(W)r diditbe white.roQkis of jBerinuda did^pp^r 
itilJ/daiiuifecsssxioiiQe^^ked .them ;/ hutto^aird^Bi^^i^g 
1^ fireshen ( ftnd.jmone. ^vpurahle i.br€M:«i6/ spi^i|^)tip^ 
Mid AhefiWJsK: of; ,tbeKVoya^g» ;vTOsi>|«irfiltn^ 
MasonaiUe/ time, and wn^hoAM: the^oQciifo^os^ a£ai]iy> 
ii^idiefit Avoi^hy.^f notice. : '. The ihest^ iBAtfid, tvh 
-came more and ^pre.< oppressivie . evety; .dajT^^jltlKl 
4iie; irksomenesa of renewed confinement/^^wfi^i more 
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^UsiWy e^rietKjfedfflrom' the long^ holiday which 
we 'had etijoydd on • shore; • but^ in other • reispects, 
etefy^thing returned bolts' former «tdtej till to wards 
dVeiringyin the- 14th, "when a signal was'maddb^ 
t*fe adimral, tiifttland was iil sight.' As y©t,» how* 
^vef, theye wa^- no ctppeamnc'e* of 'it from ^he»<iec4c' 
df tftirtMns^ort^ ixor;» for* a full -haflf hmr; ootildbtf r 
att*ioi<S:'g42e'be rewafded'^t)y the slightest traoe tJf 
what it sought; but, at the^nd -of that tim^^the" 
lty# 6tody point of C^pe'GhtarJeS began to ihow^ 
ifcsfelf, ^aiid' we- rejoiced un ' thfe prosjiecr bf k specrfjr 
i^ea^e^fh>mtheeii&i(ibf ftsea^feriffglifei •»' *' '' " 
' ' iTfcf* coast df Atriericja, isit leaW » i rf thfe cjuartei^i is* 
dfii^rsfetlty lVy\^-afad trninteredtimig ; thswmUqhoehfert 
Ibr^sOfAd tittie before^ the land^ itself ^ijaii be^fdii-" 
c*qrtted,''fol«sts ?oif -piitfesiai^pefefr 'to 4ise,^aj^iit'\^etTe, 
cm^f the \v^t^r)^ ^ It is ^\i^ dahg*rdu«,» frcftn^ l*ie 
iittmiei^^ f^hdld^ aiid> ^^nd^batfkis^nvhii^* r(m louti^m 
maiiy^fai^^ tb «a C6risi«teittbte' tximt'int^ tfoe «e*; ^ 
akrf'WWch^are ^ fdrA^idSlbte; 'tihite^bl hiia^ftei* 6f ' a* 
-Wtes«J, ><«]*Ss he? <5hanfeef to i be ' *f>&rtiotilWly Well *«<?-» 
^itff*tt* With' » Aile ^tigktf<ii¥,*>W^ilt' Vefftuife'-'tb 
^Pf*6a«h»'afttt^ dark. ^^»Tbd*fle^>i#dfenal]hfedirdinjgiy- 
4tlcfet^l»ftd'''w4thifl a fer^r ittiJ^ of <*he(^^lbrer 'bKf iftt 
6tebift**^h*ita'the'day feegad td^'fetedJk, N?han «be baafe' 
W«ite^ agtti<i*oi»ted ^^ Jandflihe- ships* ' stifeei^gr uftdter^ 
t*teK Jfiftiawice <df la ldalding^wiiid,"beWr«n the C^te' 
0hatl«^>ai*d^Henry,-»t6oiAin^gallte^ style u^^te^ 
ChUai&|)eafc'e>''^ ''. ■•'*»'- '»'•■- v;-«"^> - ^*'-* ■■'• » *- > ^ ^t'i^i 
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e^f5j»sid?,r too. flat, t9 ft^ijnit- v;iy,^i^t,.^ ^^S^t'fP^^ 
glimpse of t^s^re, fpra l;h^ 4ec.lFr..ojC,%,|»^^?^J 

:^i|tiBguMi .aotljing, rtliv?^e^orp„,oq,rpi^|;vei:^FfefJjJ? 
^gtf^* tfe<i,tpf^8 pf Aree^. witb, ppc^iq9^ly.„i^^W?J»i^7 

4$»fe5>^%Sfl.!ifti.t}mth*;80 ]alsg^i^9eJ^t„a^,t^ P^f^P^ 
,4W-(ftm:muMi« W tl?#t a^CQim^tf, ,J;fln9s4iate|j.^qf^ 

.4jfiijs%vi^4flQft icpvH r»9w (Pftv^^it, .^tpy^p SM^\)i 

a4#tipfl> J* i$j^ :;i»v#ji^)prf pf, 4}6iqx,p?^ti9^,^lQ]^^ 
Q9,;r^bftafld; tjlieg<? i^UipSj^api, eipfeark^fli.? .RQW^CfeJ. 
jeiflfprp^J^Wftt iRT/I^S. »^f?PyR pQp^i^ting ^f,a^ j^jt^; 



^feiit on," iaird froinilktftife ter ottt A meet bMidful 
bTsbtdfers,! Wiii'no^i^ Wbotii* ^n army foi'ttridJiftte 
fi^ni1te'ntitnfc6^'ai'Siircir^*di8fc?plitieL " "^mmhj^j 
*nie siioalsi'rid iiiand-baiiksi%hich'abdtthd m fffife 
bttfeiile' '(if the ' bajr, ^btftmu^' ' t<>' ' todtettbeff ^&k 
lia'Vi^kioh* ifteritis ienftired,- iid th*^oi4ife^«<i^ 
M^i tWit the'flteet ^^nts totnpeVlt&'WilAichdte^ 
iifp^.' ' Thrs \rk*,'6f v;but«e;'the'dt:«ajjl6n^irii«!fc 
Hfe'li^^'thfe flHt daf s s^H ca,i»ried tfi' ttt'th^-iWoufh 
iifM Jktnes Vf Vk ; a'nd ' the secttnd ttt^b* ' "ifttttttK 

^^Mtf a ^eWfectf <«= 'dJititiet' viiew'^ dthfei^^if tlteife 

Mr^r^^" tlp^^ibi «i itK^ la«l«»><indfed!,'H^i"rei»aiBM 
te?a"til'p:'ih'd 'a dariiid«aBW'fi«t W^th^ftiHtt^t 
1U^ d6^,'Ml''<WJ'il«fy b«n^'^iri4v6ably ifil«*t*'#fe 
s^W'^(//h'etUfAg4hdt€ df tV,'thi«i'#^ l^d <betiWm^m 

ttiW^st^,' ^,'^th6d^^e feii?rttltiJ6'ki're#Hty itwift^, 
•i^srfhaVfe"' bfek*^'5^ 'fe 'tfjlgc! Ut* ddWrte^ 

'ftf?i^i^^t^(5(it)dh^ b^t^^uitieWittf Wittdiii^^he^Bt 

B^HfeMtef e<titt' ifhe biifi Wi' df tlit^ "riv^f' Wa^ liiMttm- 
t^nf^laitibn'.' ''In tMs, hbwi^Vier;' we yferf'di&ceii^; 
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'^fSiboM mye o'qlock the fleet was bgam udder saiffr, 
^^dtfdflmoyiijg. towards the Patuxelit} a river which 
irttpties itself i^ito the bayj several milts aboV** the 
i^tdmiiei' ■■' ."-'".' •■'■• • :• -^'^■••r-.o,' ns^r.^v. 
-!-^It; w'a^ «ii^giftlar enough, that the -ship^*- had 
6<^drc€jly began! ta lift their aHchors^ wheii tbe/flby^ 
i^feh hid hithetto been clear and serene, became 
itfd<fei3tly darkened, and overcast vi^ith hieavy 
d}0iiids; bud the water, which before -fe^tf been 'as 
urtatootiiattd bright as a mirror,- began to' rise' in 
Wacfc \tay€s tipped with ^foam, though ' thire Wto 
iHt)t 4 brdaith tlp-ai^ to fill- the sailsi HftrricaiiM 
^H*J^ 1 bel4fev^;^nbt Unfrequent in this part ^bP%\» 
WcHld> amd it^Wsife^expected^th^t tHesJ^ <;hatt^4'^ti 
tftd^ *^a ^fcd-^ikyiiforebbded the -arrival of oAle ;/ feiit 
iVpi^ksi' by^^liiis>i^ cdniing t^i afty >vidletiee/Hind 
WhiStif^W^ M^6*^ht^ »^**«Which> wttd tdotm^^in >thte 
*l!W*ii4ttgiith*^%l6ttd6 ibad' (fi$perBedj^«ti*tbe 'iroter 
'A^a4»'afgtiih>ltt«^fe:gliysylaJ<e. ' ' : -^ -^i'-^iu ^^\\^' 
/^^^!jfe''l8th^ At%iidt had nmv 'arrived^ land asy^ 
!#ti^hftd 'g|<Jt?'ttG^ifJirt4iel- '4han to thj^ iMoiith ^#£1 tthe 
yaiiiS^fttrv^'fTtier*;wfe lay, fts we had done'thfijdiqr 
1tefiW#,^'iti» iJ8©ti>>1^Hitii!i^: aii it'fitecrtidjiiifabva 

i)^^/th^*flbe& Be^^n "td emti^'the nvcsyaBdilpbmii/fte 

^Fb^faffl h^^m^ initl w^ iptcture^jnie^ -anA' iM^csskin^ 
it? thi^i hig^^^f deg'reii; ^ 1 0» le^ «hawd »tte t bsorks 
7fr*re c^Vfert^d ; #ith field* ' of I ndiaa^rii j: and meat 



^Ws of ttheniost luocuri^nt pasture; ,?^v^hil€t .thft 
5i.^i,wo0dcu hGus€« of the seittlers, all ; of tl^^ 
pprimrted jwbit^ and surrounded, wit^ pfpharcJ^anA 
gardetis, presented a sticking contrast tothQ.i^uQ4t 
1^^ forests which foriBod a, back .^rouiM toi (lief 
^(^eiie*: if There was^i m shorty the:^no;^t ^elightf^]^ 
mii^tvrle of art andoiature . that can ppssihlyi ^ Qpp^r. 
9Qwed ; . differeat in every respect froni wljiftt\^ Jwt 
seeo tqi!ivard3 the:skii:tsoif?th^ pjne-wopdsfin fmMfif 
Th^e, the country Jooked asjf ,ithadih^j?n;jipie.yfjQf 
<i«aredy ' apid : as if thi^re J^r not ^ h^f^n . . Ji n)ftjL to 
r^m^iVe. the f UT^e, InsLtlh , find undqv wo^, ^Qr J(§fe 
tl)lr.lmr^ i©r. grub up ; ith© ^r^ots of thp ^e^ wh¥^ 
hi^^ftn^ felled. ' Hercy ^th^f^ wa§ ;:th? IWost ./js^Wn 
pilcjte liiae dmwn bet\weniMiqnregiQRsi:>^gy(;*jQ4f^ 
eukiTOtioii) anol^tbQse, still ''i|fcr*iiSt*ti5 .pf)I^tj^#i 
jfhe .banks »pf the^ i;iv^* -beiijig tq]^\ii}y \i\g\i^:^p^ 
ifiJoping gr^dwally dowptQ 9G(/«#t tbe^Wc^t^Vgthjsiwliftte 
of this inclination is entirely <^kAJp4 w4' Qwl^V^d* 
«lQt^ lewnaB^t of the)Origiii^l]f^»t jl^iftg JeJf|,ieSx-5 
9^t)^ mwhasiarequiri^'lto f0rt9lJ^f?»mQftt4)B*ttti|*| 
|i0dgc(-jrowr&')aiid)bwnderi^f k^tm^m the/jj^ffi^ift 
fieJd$ aitdifemis. ^TJip i^a^stQ Afipe^r^pse cpntii^ii^|k|ft 
Ihp djfi*toc»i0%e>'l9ap^4iaif,i^ BSul%4x<W dip Wi^^tty^j^ 
ttewbdlo^paM ibeiqg^fc^er.feff%#f§rftKHnjVi^^ 

Uti^nfioiaub flbe/.boi-^^^fpf fpr^tSitUreUgbj wfekteftw 
«gfl^0ight pcetdnd; tOip^tMe tratei fiffldjUf^ ftr^^Heft Y.QIfe 
tol»|« sepk iiis vv^^ KWithwt brhol4irtg;tfee,ii^i««,f 
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f]^ ^tetft ; The: ^lYiera ,^«^ ^fcMfe 

b^i(Hi4 44$c^pttoik^ I whibt: the rtiniy/ sp0t8^vJbr9^g^ 

a|f^r: QCily Uk^ petty-thefts, from "this rwild>ipeaste 
aA^.wikler' hUma&inbftbtta&t6<of theses Savomicu^ 

vy;p^l>yf pf^llt^eir) notice. .. ;, t«s >^i- ^r, tlni^ r hfr*^ 
{ ;][ ^eed ; ^Qt' In^tn fimft thbt^t m Amelica, ^ raiWftt 
a^ ,19^ lajH ptjkt^rrJ Atf>; didQQyefcd^ couoAries^ i ikm h^iskk 
o^nR¥igflfW^,r.river3 a^th^-fitfst f^tlK^es p^0|)lbdlm8ll 
clfi$red^{ 3Ib^^M;(lesfif|thi^^ymlJ^m*aftTO^Qb^a^^ 

t^qf]^; ^pd,pQrhftps^in^o?nedeg?^e^!the|>fo^efcf^ 
co^wt^t . supply ^of^ /fifth ifFomjifchfa fStf eanwivindfaMfbj 
8et^lex$>rt9^ ftRleetfc 3|L^h| .wtufition^/ m pFefeten^^tiltt 
others ifiUFtJ?ern in: tb^^^ftt^iw^ ^Tfeew* ar^pii6lM>' 
bi^9,.the mQ^ir^^.wj^l^ Arijt >9flja^i^<$i tbeok itsdiiaif t 
choice. iP^, ^Qox^ion vf)MffeftQrbe3towttbe1iirrJa^^ 
a^f},, jift^ Mvf^fla)¥t!ieJ^/M*^ 
e^xffl.tha^ tjtvftr^awprOMjiSt^wjbriGh fdti^ 
op«3.tiQn$. iw cjfta^pgjf rft^illjsuppjjrt im casy^teodfeirfl 
0P5«€|yWft tfe^ prQ4jfc>«^pff$hf^^af*0T j^ ^ 

at home or abroad. A sail up anyio^lftte^i^Mciniiai 
Aiperi^^ is,.%fj?fore,r«^tefjrnQlylli^ 
th^y^ aif^ ,f^lj, skirtfid wMbi the ; sppeananctos «fijli£ej : 



^tJ9lflliQtitHi:Wb«ta'ia<t^gMp6'fH|t»'tt^ dduW 

and a half of biscuit, were codfetdi^Wdigf^ii^qrW 
tte/ttttii^^-.thsa^avtouoh' hoXtts «'6ii6"6ii^^ll«d>%kh 
if«8b(imtttut»tioniJ«)id- the Brats' ddd^icd»bt^ein^i\^ 
Iksndedttoem f^'^&t^ ) ^fety^ 'however/ 'ic<»ik<^kUl^d''# 
nR»«efia»|iiMid«)ati^show»ing anyin^lfia^I^ii teMb>£^ 

b%sbK4^a^s<tlK»;^f0Utid9oafid» (iftfll^ai^tUf #h9^ 
Bnt^bffJtiiits^inKii tfa«)itt)i>hiid'£teti a^d'd«irkfi^s^#i^ 

mtacb-^nlattbiHuif 4ibc>aabg4ft xiAUy^Kl^e^r^,) >H6i^ 

iiiD)r^)freliiiilbt ilsu^V ^ri)btt-> itit&>''St«dir ^l>(f^;6V^'' 

Idaetiwiarter 4r>3iiid; tb^C^t^^flipgl 'ti^S^-' ^g^'^^^^^ 
die3ibrMi;<Htld»pei9Ait^> 'AtiAi^t&miiiiybf^ ^ft^iHi^^ 

andatocpsJci8i^iY«i: ■<;'•' ii^-*'- ' i'^i'-'U*. '>■ n.uJjf; 
uiABisobniiaiiitiietda^imtb^gan 'to'appis^r, on ttH/; 
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throughout tHe fleet. A gnri-brig had already 
taken her sitation withia an hundred iand fifty^y arda 
of a village calkd St Benedictis^ mi the left btulC 
of the river, where it was determined tha* th6*diflu- 
^mbarkatfon sbbuld be effectedi Her broadniide 
Was turtied' forwards the shore, and her gnns^ loedtc} 
With gi'ape and routed shot, were pointed' at « the 
t)eadh, to cover the landing of the boats ; and being 
irtdored fore atid aft ^vith springncables, she 'wits 
titt6gether as manageable as if she ' had been under 
SiaiK ' The test of the ships were several inikrs 
IWrer dowti the stream, some of theni being agramid 
dt the disfehce of four leagileb froni thisipoitity htit 
the boats Were cjtiibkly hofeted o6t frbine very J4me 
of therti, and iSht rivtit was covered^ in a I^ide/ii4th 
ii i^H-ihanried'dhd ii^ailifee fldtilfe. l^hed<s«Eimbai*J- 
iittbri w^i 'c6ndoct^ • with the 'gi^^^t regiilmtf 
a6tf dispatch. Thoiigh^ ^^'sti^aiii* mil^*'Stroiig 
ii^ihst them;' and some tJf theih weVe ^dbliged'tb 
rbW'ffeuftedh of fifteen thile^ ba:ckwaiids^&nd!ibis^ 
Wcfe; so ^tteritiotifely -did tlld '■ Siilort 'ti^fV thtm- 
My^i;thai' by three' b'dldcki iti the aftettiobli the 
Whble'^i'tmjr' ^aS Mdied; a1idod6ift|iied'a^^«8*rOTg 
Jittsitiorfabbiit'two mil^i»ab(Jve'tte >'0 • 

From what I. have stated, rei^pecting' the' giwftr 
hWg, you i<rill pei^rtive tHat'atlthilffgsM^ere» teadi- 
rieSs to meet and repel any oppdsfit{(>h^tlt«tiiiJght 
be ofltercd. Her btb^dsidtfe bfeing pomted^dincctly 
tdwards 'the villagfe, reiideiJ^dit iiitposwbleibr the 
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^nemy ta bring ^ofgirn trooper m.t^ifttdirQQtippy 
and at tlie ssmaei tiine gave to our pepple aja opppi^ 
tvmty of {QTxnmgr and th^s b^kg ;ible to meet, m 
good.' order, wbatevet ffofce might cbe pOsted< ^tQ 
Jbioder thfcir advance up the; ,coun.try. Had^aiftgyr 
pitoes of artillery been mounted, indj^d* upop tht 
}u^h git>und, afterwards ' takcin possession of by . us, 
WJOOG execution might have been dpn^ upon ;|;be 
boats^as they drew towards the beach;: b^t ey.e(i 
that would have been trifling, becau^Ci, unless they 
had had leisure to heat their shot, no aftiUery ip 
ibho open country could long stand before the Jr^ 
ofeveniagunibrig, armed as this wa?, fojr.the.occftr 
stony with dodg' thirty-rtwo pounders. ; £aQb4)Qatf 
load of) I soldiers^ likewise, drew up th(^ micmmt 
theyiateppied.on shwe^ foaming line, witl^out^any 
regard ^tQ coo^paniesi fOr battalipq^ f, f AYbibt .parties 
jyisrer instantly dispatched to rc)^onnbitfiepaU|d to t^ 
poaai3s6i<m of every, house, a3 well as^ to line e^ery 
l)mige^ in i front of th^ $|fiofe..wl^erex tb^irtCbmradoi^ 
Wr^et aifrivbg^ ; &utjdaei9e>pre|>ar^ti9m, ihongj^^uo 
more.th^n ^common prudence^ n^uired^^wecQ^ujOr 
oeoeBsa^yi; sijiK^ there w only nooppoiiticm 

to the landiiKi& Jt^iut, appareptjy, no ^nemy within 

lfiftny.T&ilejBrtQf tl^'plax^f.^ir* j j/V f -vi ';:: ^.v/i i.::.; 
il»iBy )t]aeitui^etibediiFer|e;t^& regiments: had occupied 
th$^/grcAind allotted ,for^m„ the jmpif^ mi^ci)^ 
xtrn^mt. ^0xef^ wcxf^ brought upr^ . and aUv/ tbe 
material .property arranged, : tlie day was too j fiur 
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*i>ent to permit in ad^^ktice mi^o a cdiiiitryV'6f tiVe 
nature afedmtlitaiy situation of* wl^icfi V6 w^e^^^ 6t 
course igriofarit. 'the aiftern(k)n;^as i^^ 
devoted to a proper disiril>uri8xi of'tfj^'^fclf^fei 
which wa^ divided into thi^e brt^aesi 'liiifei'^^ 

'Idwing toiler/ ^- ' •• -^ .-•» :-^:'iu: .noU^u 

. 'the first, or light bngacfe, tonixsteitWi^^Ml 
tti^ light infantry cm^ 

44th regilnents, WitW the party bif'df^iiipliniM 
li^roes, and a company of marines, aIhOlmti^£^ul 
tttl to abotit eleven hundred ttien; to the comAiand 
Of which Col.' Thornton, of the 83th fegiiiieit, ;xiif^S 
;^ppdinted^ The* second brigade was composed 8t 
the 4th and 44th regimehts, miistetJii^ tOgetH^i* 
fbiirteeh hundred -aticl sixty bdyoneis'; aWd^^k 
commanded by Col. Brooke, of the 44t!h; aVicftHe 
third was'ftiade up of the sfst, and the battalion 'b^ 



xiiarine^ e41ialing' in niimbef the second brigaflei 




mated at four tHousind and twenty rheil: iJeiiJd^'^ 
tihiese, Were fand^ed a][)but an hundred artili^ry-m^tit 
aid an equate nsffibetpf d^^ bnt; m- ^M^ *di? 

hbf ses to di*ag thed, iio more tlian one six-iiouiKier 
dild t\^o smait three-pourider giins, were^-.b^^ 
6n sfeirei • JExCept th^^^ to the geiieraV 

aiid^s^^offecei^; thbi^'w^^ tibtl-^siiifele'Kbrse'tti^ 



thd whole atmj^: ^1^ h^^'tal^eii on sHbi^^ilb!!^ 
piirt of artiiler^ woiifd liave been^ thefefbfe^absii^ 



st:.benepict'8. 93; 

lujip folly;, sUiceevea^the jjjeces which, were lapd^' 
p,rqy;e)3,.in .the ef 4 9f ^'^^y little .se^-yice, ' and wfiT© 
dra^^ .^3^, ^eamfiii Stent fiiom tW different ships for. 
th,at..purpQse, Xhp.sailp,rs,thvs, employed, ,nig:y b|e 
r^,t^ i^t ^p hqpdredi and those occupied in car^ 
ing stores, ammunition, and other necessaries, at ai^ 
hun^red.niiore^^d thus, by adding these, toget^r 
)ir,itli^fty.s^ppers:and miners, to the .above a|^o,u_i^, 
^j}e,|t|E;bole. number of m^ landed at St., Benedi^i a 
W^i li^.po^pv'^5^^'-, fow^thousand five, hyndr^,, ^ 
.^.lliislittle army was, posted upon aJiejght wljidi 
rise? ^i the distan<;e.pf two oiileS; from , the ^yw. 
^n jfrqiit >y'^ a,, valley^ cultiva,ted,fpr soi^e way. 
a|i^^i^t^ts^c,t^ >yi,th orcliarcje J ^^t t^e^f^ 
mity-of which the advanced piquets took thcijE 
ground; pushing forward a chain of sentinels to 
the ypry skiits of the forest. Tlie right of th^ 
posijiop. was protected by a farm-house with i^s 
incltTsure and out-buildings, and the left rested 
upjtn, tiic edge of the hill, or rather mound, whiipfa 
th«e abruptly ended. On the brow of the hilL 
and ^bout the centre of the line, were placed tlie 
Qaimpi^, ready loaded, and iiaving lighted fuseea 
beside them; while the infantry bivouacked ini-j 
mediately under the ridge; that is, upon tlie slope 
oflliehil! which looked towards the sliipping ; in 
order, ^o prevent their disposition from being sce,n 
by.the.cnemy, should they come down to attack^ 

^A4j\'JiM',f SPAraAS^taw yte.!^'is°MW 
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not calculate upon being safe in rear^ any more 
tiikA in front, the chain. of piquets was carried 
Mundboth flanks^and so arranged, that no attempt- 
Cc^M be made to get between the army and the 
fleets without due inotice^ and tinie^ven to oppose 
and J>revent it Every thing, in short, was ar- 
ittftged with the utmost .skill, and every chance of 
wi^pth&^provideA Jlganiist*} 'but the night pa^feifed 'In 
^teti *nor^v*as ati ^oppdrtunity aflbrded 6f «vinfcing 
the Very -toldifer-iike dispositions wbith had'bien 
l^e.'-'^^*/-'* i' ••■-• ' - ■ • • • -^ •' ' '■'■■ '*• 
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LETTER VIII. ■ 

ISFext morning the troops, as is cu3tomary during 
a 6tat^ of active warfare, were under arms an hour 
be&re da3^-rlight ; . . and .remained in position till 
^fter the sun had risen. It was then confidently 
expected that the column would be put in motion^ 
though in what direction it was to proceed, or what 
was the object of the descent, none but the General 
himself appeared to know. A rumour, indeed, pre- 
vailed, that a flotilla of gun-boats upon the 
Patuxent, commanded by the American commo* 
dore Barney, was the point of attack ; and that 
while the Idnd force advanced up the river to 
prevent their retreat, armed boats from the fleet 
were to engage thcpa in front That such was 
in reality the primary object of the landing, I 
have every reason to believe, though circumstances 
afterwards occurred to bring about a change in 
the plan of . operations. Into these, however, I 
shall not now enter, because they are in no way 
conniected with the. present stage of my narrativey 
but shall merely inform yon, that in their expect 
tations of an immediate advance, the tfoops wcr^ 
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disappointed. Whether it was that the arrange- 
ments liad not been completed, or that intelligence, 
respecting the state of the country, and th^ enemy s 
preparations, was wanting, I do not know ; but 
the regiments returned to the ground wliicb tney 
had occupied rfu% t\it night, ; ^ Wer^;^^A|^ 
resumed tbe same face which it had worn on the 
evening before. 

' In this state afiairs continued till fdui; o'clock in. 
the aftjemoon^'wlieri the general stiddenlv niiade 
nis appearance m the camp, the i)ugles soundMji 
and the regiments formed m order for marching. 
Nor did many minutes elapse before, the word was, 
given, and the army began to move, taJpng tne, 
direction of 't^o^tingham, a towii situated on uie ' 
river, where it was understexxl that the idbn]la iW ' 
at anclior. xhe march was cbnducted with the 

. . - rked thi 

I disposi 

tiori ot tl^jR froops ' in position. The advanced'* 
guard consisting of tfanee companies of infantry led, 
the way. These. Jiowever, were preceded by a 
section of twenty iMn, moving befbretqem attne 
distance of aa hundred yaras: and. even these 
twenty were but the folio w-ers of two files, sent 
forward to prevent surprise, and tp give warnmg 
of the approach of tpe enemy. Parallel with the . 
head of* the" friree companies ' marched the flank 
patroles : parties oj forty or fifty men/ which ex- 
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' tending in files from each side of the^ road, swept 
the w<5ods and fields to the distance of nearly half 
a mile. After the advanced guards leaving an in* 
tervsU of an hundred; or an hundred and fifty 
yaraS| came the light brigade; which, as well as 
tm aavance, sent out flankers to secure itself 
againft ambuscades. Kext to it, again, marched 
the second brigade, moving steadily ^on, and leaving 
the skirmishing and. reconnbitering to tho§e in 
frpnt; then came the artillery, consistilig, as I have 
already stated, of one six and two three-poqnder 
ffiitis, drawn by seamen; and last^T all came. the, 
third brigade, leayiiig a ^detachment at . the sanie 
dis^nce from the rear of the column, as the ad^ 
vancea^uard was from its front. 
. in moving through an enemy's CQuhtry, the 
joiirnies of an army will, except under particular 
circumstances, be regulated by the nature of the 
g^toiind'over which it passes : thus, though eight, 
.t€^, or even . twelve miles may be* considered as a 
abort day's march, yet if at the pnd of that space 
an advantageous position occur^ (thait ]s,'a piece, of 
•ground well defended by natuial or accidental bar- 
Tiers, and at the same time calculated for the opera- 
tions of that species, of force, of which the army 
'niiyoe composed) it would be the height of impru- 
d^ce to push forward,, ' merely because a greater 
extent, of country, might' be\ traversed without 
cfttiguing th^ t^ps. ! On, thie other! liami, should 

H 
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itt aitny bare • pnk^eded (b^ eighteciH^ iweiit|\or 
evjen twenty-ifivc miles, wttliDUtr tbe)0ociiifrence>0f 
any such positioni 'notbing^extcefit tlie prospwtof 
losing a iarge propcolicm of tus nifsn frdm wfiftri<- 
nesB, ou^t to» imluee. a^ gieneral to< istopf ^opntil ^he 
Ifafi reached some' spot at least rmore t^oalyle /tbaa 
iiie rest; Our raarck to*day ^ms^ tipjoearitbis >(lEiii- 
ldiple;€i:»jtreinely short; the troops haltmg^when they 
hkd arrixned at a rising ground, difiajab not'inore 
than six miles from the ponit 'wiienoc tlmfphadstt 
^6t6it^y' BXkd faaiving^fftationiedthepiquMa^ pihtisliidthe 
^cMtiiieb, and^ made such- other arrangementS'tas 
the eaglet req^iredi fines werr tiightei^taBdrthefmcn 
i^ufibr6d'.jtatliesdflxw^.i(* -.p ..:■.:» ■ ' \\ /■, i ; .m.h 

'It' may seem strange^ buliitis naverth^bsas tmey 

that duivng thds' short march lof laitx: fmies^iai^graater 

wbnbsr iDfi'soldidrsi jdooppod ^oufc of the iPBLvia^iM^ 

^Ml beliiiKl,:rfiem fatigne/^ithan Iireccdlecl; tn'faare 

seenm^angriim^cii in;thle /Prainsula ipfrAbrio0ii|;s 

^duration. The fact: ia^ that rthejnenyt£ro«»/l)aviiig 

x^bdm so lonj^ doopcd up ia sbips^r^aad .uimdedf to 

torryi: their baggage Bttd taorms, ware bwcam rer 

ia^ided and mtxvMtsdf.tty su degree -altog^er rWinn- 

' Itairai t ' axid>thu^ addled : to i the fixoem ve buHfHMoss 

'pfi\1ike d8yy!v^bitk.€tiaccdlod^ smy thing Wp *had 

^yefeeKperiencedv 'quite overpotuesod tbem^f i/The 

jbad whil)hnthiAy i carried^ tlikeiviisey/ was 'ian rfrom 

^triflitig^isinor,^ independent of thriisiaitsoj and luxty 

TOuiidH of 'baU:€aptridg£^. each^autfo; fboroiupoohis 



baokiaiknapsaoky i[;ontaitiiog dlitrte, shoes^ stockAi^y 
&^: rE> iUoDket^ :a' hat^ersack, < with ^ provUiom : fen? 
tiftw^n^j aiad aKxuxteenor wooden keg^ fiikd witii 
WKtf!¥- Padep these circisjnstameef, the^ccufirei^ce 
<tf ttie {>qs|4}ion w^s^ ext^f mely fortunate, «inci^w>t 
aKi%^lvkpi«l4 the speedy ^Lup^offlii^t. hav/^ cc^^, 
|i!eUed*4h^t>' whether the gii^ouaid was farourable 
ori^heiTevjsrae'; ib^t cven>befoi:e dd^k>ne$stbad CQwe 
oB/iLS|a0cely two-thir4s of tiie soldiers w^^uild h^e 
be^^foAind 141 their p}aee$«iii' > > . ^ i,.., .1 
ri 1 TJHpcgirpvndf ifpqn wfaiiok w^e bif oui^:;ked^thoN^^ 
not dtem^r^^able fpr its stjongth^v.w&S] jMieQis^ly s^eh 
wini^t'tetp^t: a;;g^ieral tothalt^ wihiG^ ifoundnh^ 
men weary, and in danger of bein^ btiiightedt Jt 
9rtts^ gentle emmettu^ei' fronted >bp>a& ^cqfienland 
<^tivated>6(luntiyv and crowned wttb twioior tbree 
y\x»^^^hmingbsims lan^^^wUladglEirdelis aAtady^idd 
to^thdnkv -NeitUer j9^k cqtuldihefsaid.toi^ti nij^n 
%ig;^'|idi!Ditt pednlmrly %eU ddienided^ ;b«l| $hc^ Wfi^e 
mM^^xfMftB^? 4(>ecatt$cl/^by (3x tending br condtsmsipg 
ltie>HHM^»alfiiost^an^ one Qfi tbe^ec hoi^eei n»g^.be 
txmmtt^ into? a^i>r0t^c*mg;?Kjd^bt^rf,(IFhff'Qu4> 
^Ws, l^^Vi, ' tv'ere »sd feu arrahged diffiBrentljrjfrwn 
'-'^^Sifei^^ y^^terday, >tl]at^iib8itti^d ^(ic<iMcari9g 
1 tiie frofttiaifii the vtvd» JCffitremitiev tb!^»exAcnd^ 
'liirinipletely i>owid<»th<i^eno»npi^tot|iJhc}f)«b^ 

ttfiid j^fischHiiiig^ the posaibility^f even « SiQgle inijir 
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B«»Vy fell '6Fi^!n.* The ^mi 6f 1!he1?glitliWg^»8rit 
jfAkyed tbe fl^locW pned^'Wgttltti- -Oliver, i*«*«te 

' to^'= ■iiia''th6%f«d5hett''bf dto 'VfestfbgJ'tiBie'w 

rendered thereby the reverse of cotnfort&lfi<^. *■ -Slit 
4iy 'f^eKti^'iofP fre1*tfliid^ 'ti^um "bWisbdS'btt'Uica- 
sitiii; lafe^^d' "litf ' l«tf g^r^^t1iatt"> 'tiff ''the' ' tky '*^tt^, 
kM ^the' Itt^ W'*iai^- '-WrSS^agaln 'fttfttfeal > v^Uto 
Hi^ii' fdlrnf^^'^^' IiftibibUr'ktayDhi^/«itdfiy«9»(idi 
"ittf ibiilVa^^j^bjiftife^fetSgM bf ye»tewifty;'tfie 

"•f' Thfe'fWite tbyfey-ili^ dHRf**itti*1ik'iifitey f res^ete, 
fejfh ^Ihat if yfe^<«d^'"Ife Wife fiht?'j}1«^'W6'"hrid 

ijffiif 8f «setf,' ^e^a"vefy^^ diflfewwi"asi*t«« tft fttll 

^^md, tbcatjfe %ithet^Vty' Vre t^ «eeiv l<JAttJ» ilfiid 
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i)«)l|< plaqe^^S; Ip^tpt , ftosBi ^ 1191?^^ ( of. ; the,. pPHflttJ^- 

lay... iB,iait)>u«b .ami^ .^^h?, :tbi<#ej:9i;,,^pd jtti^^vi^jfy 
i^jjpeot?*i9»< of ,i(|9ipetjtiipg tq .do^jpr/ea^ejl.fj <^§g5fie 
£rit<^lwUetnfHAt/Whi/^), till, pojir, :vire rh^a<},,•^o,t,.j??J|>§- 
D^H PRtJolfB* yr^e ,strfiflgth,en9^,.afl^|C)^q)waji;MJ[^ 
j(0,«i;1;flHi(^ tQf*,gKea|«j;iiist«^i|ce ; .the ady39Pie^,gH^pi 

jwrsrf5|utip»,a9afiJF0WS««|f)tiWft#^^ 

*»t<¥"i*W.'* yet} J b94Jw;po)>fle|>tioivJli|Jl^^.3ypfif|e!^€ 
/oily to bring these dispositions witl(^^;^|\i^i,]:^(^,{;|^e 
bbflrai,/e9«kf^s,;,ly^,nBmejijih?s^^ipp,9f ^^Uft;;^,;^- 

,^RtM(j$ .wb^e(r6»i|?M^:t<>,i»ys#i5^4i)g ti^3 f^aj^'s 
3«»fftW*w4i .wb¥?^,a3i(«tithfi,ti^it Jlpa^ *p}wthi^ 

■,.Wi «& trs^^itiowpjkferPf^ caimPt;.rg^ tl»e,.iqcjin^^ 
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lery niiist m a great meatsure t)^ lost te the tila^iotr/ 
Haying l^n mfbraied tl^iiri d d^rtett pift dif th^ 
forest, a qdmpany of rifle-ffien bid p^as^iid^'tht mgliJt> 
I fpok with me a party of soldiers, and. ptocteWfed 
in the; direction p6ihte(i put, with tb4 hdfife dP;stir» 
prising them . On reacfhing the place, I ttAmd Ifhatt 
tjiey had retired, btit I thought I Cduld p^rt'eivi 
sonjiethin^ Jike the glittet of atitts a^ littlelkrfheif 
tojprards ijie middle of the \tood. Sc!ikiitigi«Tfei*al 
"^ie^ of soldiers in dl#etent directions, I cdfttriVyi 
to surround ibe spot, ^nd then ' iriotin^ for^sftdv'I 
htheld two nie'tf dressed in black d&^t^, attd Uttti^ 
^itli briglii fitfelocWs and bayofietSr, iittli^ uiidtfr'Ji 
tfree ;, as soon as ttiey observed'hie, 1th%^Wi*tddl'tt^ 
land' took- to their heels, but befeg heriinied' Jtt^ 
pll sides, j;hey quickly perceived' that* to ^stiapieflWS 
impossible; aiid^ accortiirigiy ifcood stilt; I haslteded 
to^^ards V^eihy arid having; gfet SvitMn a f6W p^d^ 
of where tiiey stood,* I l^eard th« oile Saj^' tb ^\Uh 
fttber, with'aloot oT/ttie mbst'perfefit Vi%liWty, 
<^*Stop, Jotiii, tSn tiie getftfenfetf pksV.'' TTi'ei^H*^i 
3omethin^so iudi(5rous*fn tlil^ ^p^cb, arid iii'thfe 
dast of countenance 'whidh a^^fihp&fiil^d it, tU^l' t 
eouid not tielp \2^u^mf^hnd;'m)r^^ Ay MHh 
diminished by their attempts ^6 pfetiii^dfe' 'tneittftfc 
they were qutet country people, Cotttfe oitifbV 1lfy 
othep purpose than tq '^hbfet sqfeasi " * Wbte 
desired td know whether th^ caitled b&ybnetstb 
charge the sijfuirr^ts, as well ^fiitftii^squets to iaf&o^ 
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theto, 4h€iy,.were rather at loss for a reply ; but 
thcjr^ru^bl^ ^ps^ceedingl^ when they found thdm-^ 
sel^q^ j])Tispiiq:;8^ a^d, copdji^ct^ as such to the 

£11^ to iietum to the principal narrativls. The 
ani^y .h^dr now advanced within a few miles of 
Np^tingham, and the men w^re, beginning to Ioo|a 
forjuvranl, with spmie anxiety^, to a. halt ; but as ^et^ 
iip;thJQg beyon^ the capture of a fewstra^lerj^had 
Qjccurred to confirm the rumours which, jn tlie 
]pQnxtng^ find during the whole of tl;^e march, bad 
ec<;:;^sioiie4 so much 9iore circumspection than ap^ 
peai)^f^ ,tQ be requisite. The day was like wis^ i^r 
spei^t^^^ijnid, as, was to be expected^ the ranks were 
blp^iqning to be.les3 carefully pres^rvcfd, wh^n a 
smiv% firijig in ^^ wood upp^ the right of the 
rfi^^^.^ve new life and energy to t|;ie soldiers. It 
Wjji, npir confidentjly expected, that the enekny 
wibnld make a standi Thi^ column ciosisd its oroer/ 
i^y iQ^wbeel. intp line ix^^ mpmcnty and every 
thipg. Wifs (HI the qtfivjf:^^ •' .bi^t ife proved to be^rib; 
more tlp^ a xenciomit^j^ between^ party bi^ Ame- 
iica}[^ri^erm^ aijid the ilank patrple; After finng 
a. few shpts, the enemy gave, way, and durmaiii^ 

skirniis]}, caiqe.in without the sligjitest oppositibd^* 

to.^,$owii,9.f.l>rottiii^%iti.'. '':"';,. ,./: 

^^(^(f^Vfld.ti^i? place (a town or kr^e yilh^,: 

cagabkt.qf.^ cqntainitig, from a thousand to . fii^«^Rt 
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ture, &c., in some places the yexy hxcidieSbws^iSoid 
^^($h§y^\OW^;i\i^iit]^ gitat 

f{id}^r|sist$,<>fvtfoaE sbovtistref^tt^^ tmjo.tiAvanog ptn^ 
^^1 \f^ tj^e mi^T) And tivto o^ber«r ei(Q$sii]g^tlQ)tin> 
sfifi^\\t ^ngl^s; ^ '^^Thej. houses are (nofi andhf ^ iMl»«^ 
CfM^ the w^^ Of' .gnandew j ofi the v^iiiiiietBiCKliei^ 

epftiiii^n>iqy[fthor(Uiiked Sto 

tifiiii ; butffostwdf ipfl iti*^ H»aitie mi4rl^ih($ad^ /fvbkbr 
Mr()ihddhitj»e9t0(tsie^i>th6 fiddftlw^eicojireicdiw^Ub'^ 
a^ p^^ndAi^ and }Ud^tianlkici^pro£^f pbapi^ooi r 7^^ 
p)9^ 9<«t»^, fv iil^0ed(i to nbcnait^erUfttfrtes/ ther'sta^i 
eofibiftodftj^ a£ thatDdillnrici^i^.bfsidlss w^fr 
gnpwangi (wA itibripm etrei i f<hutfid)^, liinnGEQub .beni^} 
fiJIedi • with r ^ ^ma^ootf^ l^M^ifCfiir^sricixkp iott)rei« 
wbd^^of lit^iiiafariliiilM (of I 'O0utte//sd4ied>m>the .ofisw ^ 
(^>iHi$^Mfije9t|r9aKit)g(GeQrge:tbeiThi^ :Bot bii: 
tb^rSmini^o^l^eotL) bf ooiti{pfltf9«ftiitt/^.i3i>\i!)ci:4^^^ * 

poiniked^ > The * ^tiUzy iid^iida >3aad i beeniMatiMted 



atrifiulltv i^nti> bM^>etter||r;^rMkba^'tbf' i^^tefeend' HhHtr 

m^% U&ving' it^ righ& defeiid^d ^b^^ the ri't^pV^^: 
ijds^tefl? ?65i ti^dkig: bcmai^i^bly 'hey^ftid the tdlivli^^'^ 

IjgittctcMiirtkiguiih objeieMi QTbefejS^^i^ 
tfi(befiibiii«tfapg iJlk^;tie0irtatifm^s><tx^l«h^ boui^ftti 
b^|itttsiiietih-^^iQrlbtb«r td^if<)AleM^'«he^^ii4^ts^/'^ 

foiteuurdi about ^ e%ht ''0^^1b^> ^ 4h9* l4it^dtiotltibft 
]Viflritii)toagb;4tioiJ]Mi/ vUl&^e/^tottt'^tmi ttilldsib^; 
jfitoil ^MtiiighiiltU >^be^ i^d^'by^^hi^ii^^K^tti? 

\^l€fdiias^>welbC0Hlsyi9itf diiriug' tfae^PsHbblei ^4\Alf 

b«dvhiigiitiMg)?ailhttnl,.i^t^'a^^ atti 0>t^i^fii#^ 

dk^tfor^he^moBtipairt^Ullfoia^'rtke hekrtldf/tttidtt?^ 
fiwbts, iiivrasi)aklo<<M^li^heltei*ed frbmiillietmyk 

■ 

j(llutoegr^asfaf^th»»idefiCt»|>tio^ reMhif'>![ 
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oif^Mltrlborough; then, iodeed^ w^SouiiA i^Tuiyfpf^ 
iag counitry iiot mom fertile tlmnbcautafuli 11m 
gfcttnd which )sad been hitherto pecfedtly. &i%jW^ 
now broken intx> the most graceful dweUs^^gencK 
rally dtattd of wood to withm k short space joi ^e 
suitfraits, and th^n crowned with ho£(r and veiiet^H^ 
£>#ests. The village itself lies in a valley, fpnaii^ 
by two such bills ; the distance from the hsfs^oS 
one hill to the baie of the othen, may be abpiit two^ 
imles, the whole of which was laid out in $|^)0£ 
corn, hay, atid tobacco / whilst the slopes .^];Xfja^ 
^dlves were covered with sheep, for whose; svppptt 
they furnished ample means. But Marlboipiigk jjsi 
not, like an English village,! coinpact^ an4 cptisistH 
ing of one or two landsf^ the houses, ar^ scattenjE;^ 
over the plains and along the sidie^ of the.hi^a,^^ 
cofssiderable intervak froiti one ^apfother^ ^nd^are ^l 
surrounded by ^r^hafds and gardens, ^botmdiqfgf ^jpr 
peaches and other fruits of the mdst delicious. fl^-^" 
y6ur. To add to^ the beauty of this plaqe, i sp^l 
rivulet makes itft way througli the bpttpm,. , jafui 
wmding round the foot of pne of these ridg^ ^ftis 
into the Patuxent, which flows ^t its baeb- - . j : 

During our |)rogresd to-day, th^ ^me cuiitipn 
Was observed which had beeii pft^ised y6st$i:4aji 
Not was it alfogether linti^^sary^ several bpdi^ 
oi the encimy 's horse occasidfl^ily ^bowing them^ 
scltes; and what appeared to b6 the rear gtf^rd. of 
aeolunmofii^antry; evacuating. MaFlb0rotiglit.as 
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oilf advance entered. Tbere was, however, Itltle 
or ^no sktrmishing; axid we were dlldwed to nitmtL 
in the village all nigfat 'widlkaiit- motestatictt^. Bok 
if 'WfJ'werb^not harassed, we wereat te&st startledon 
tW jjiiarch by several heavy ex|)lo6rioits. The c^ftiw 
of the^ we were at first unable to* discover j bat 
we^ sooii l^rnt that they were occasioned by the 
blb#ing up of the very scpiatWdnof which we wcie 
in fiursuit;- which Commodore Barae^, peireeivh^ 
t^CittiJiogsibility of preierrifftgj pwdently destroyeii^ 
itf xttder td ' prevent its f&lling into our bands, i - . 
Ili^llfertbdrotrgh we remained not only dorhi^ 
tM'Mfghty W'till past fi6oti 0* die Mf^ing d^i. 
Tte'hfeiitiMion whidi^ bftd cani^ tiiefc^ of a iS»» 
h^ht^it NottJilghiitf,' agiiw interfered, 9ind^ 'pt(f^ 
dttc5^ a 'deldy whiich Might 'hav3 beeh aO^dittM 
^th- «erf6tis donseiqilttices J • At t^gth, < how^^en 
WcJ*W ' #c*6 given ' ^ fdfttn; «ftd* 'We quitted A*tt*^ 
b^cWigh *aboui two in the rfte#n»Oia, 4»kitig tb« 
itmd^ to WaShfaigldlf . ' ^ Dtfrir^ > tMs^^llay^i^ m^ftllV 
th^e "Mlii'inor^ skirftiidhii^ ttelii l^d y^t 4^ttt¥6l(|; 
Wte b&d-SfearWfl^^t' afcove thfred iftiies^ ftdttit^bt 
village, #hch ''the adVtt^idM' guard M-ii^ W^it*^ ft 
p^rlydf rifle-m«h, who Maintained « >^h^i coAtest 
ttofoW^they gafVei^Wayi< 'The^^- ooJuftwtf,- h^W^vWi 
c6^tfaluM^ to move '6n'^Withoiie -molestation, tifl 
dhrlVbg!at 4 ¥^e>int^«Hb^fe two roatb^ mefel?, th^'oft* 
teading^to Washington, th^t^ <fAitt ^ W Aie^^^Mi^ 
a strong body t)f troops, with some artillery, were 



Qbserv/ed V upon ,tbe slope of a height . opposite. 
The. capture .of. Washington was now the avowed . 
olgectof our invasion, but. the General, like an ex- 
perienced ofHcer,'was desirous of keeping his.enemy 
in the dark, as to iiis n)an.,p£.operations. . While 
the advanced guard, therefore,' reinforced by. two 
additional companies, inarched directly, for' 
wand to; Tdulodg^..the party, frpfla r.;lh§iihi^ij^t£|; 

^,r«st-..of. ,046 affmy^wheeied itOi!dWrteftjr*flSt»(g 
|i)^,^)ad w^h.; lea^i^fjD^ tf»,)^a^U)gtpq,-)^til t» 
Al^andria., .. These ii>9v^«i^.wer'«,noitclf st^n^iwi 
f^^nem^jj; Tirhp, f^bsenviogJbsy bthe:du»feji»£,isvb3t 

4i;^}qQ ,4^,.in^i9< ib94y>h^d<lilf4/P^riMwHHrii«^ 

^llg^ to,jr^^.^\r^^u4v^{^iti9gjfo^the!.4i^<3f«tf& 

^i^th^,..4et^nwnt: se»%.^^}»^%,t]»e,mi, Mftll^ 

i^i^ndf4: (thfiobUV hm§Y^s<^' t)^y .«)a4(n t* .•tb&fir 
gg,JjaHJijg, afl4 fjrmjflg.aURe,,, jQ»f fn^itfiftm^ 

In fi^^^^^oj^^riA^Ti^g^Jih^frt^ ,W.t; .the cfiMnwor 
}i9ixmg W^rj^J* tbfP^nfi* fj9»^.#i»B48)ftot^w.id>tg»jeftt 
precision, among the s^i^ ^Imtf >l]^Q^|(J»ffiit »^|i 
iflliftrWW«hiBgtftfd§|,i^84 Yff^^^mji^,)^ i^JTthe 

IHt^flJmJff^i^ %i fftW4r(iWlyf#j^e!9j*ily p9|tttlf«: 



- / > ni> :>>lii .(<•' *r»;i * •. ■? t.-v' ^•'•'^(. // = : ♦«< >r''f«*fH!»> 

■""•'' ;-• -'X^ttM till- ■''•••; ■•*'^';^ 

FAlA.'ft'klmtfet'fbrgottett to ttifortftybti, th*t ft«!H 
^^m ttidm^tdf oiiii<ltftiding, the ^ii« of <ra^^Il^, 
■9b AHdful "Ifjh^obtftiiidig' ib<formiaiitin, 'AttliriiibAnttl^ 
ite^ug^thi Ope* '6<**ftWjr,' -was vetjf seiifeiWy^'-f^ 
^tellied5i"'tht«i'e«il, *# fei"tt4 itf'dould'By iSittSl 

'guilds ^r sbtme^f «h;f ^d^^ atl^g'tihe' fbad'i^aitd 
Dlttite «-d«b>'beiti^ <puik^^ ol)l6yed;'ibicli^"WY$tife 
kRMt^(fift)^wr Mtyin^bH^m^} "ij^ tbli^'i^fiib 
O^'l^d Wtittery 'dti V^s* #«ere MfMhfM/ knd'^H^^iiiii!^ 

Jthi*6iwi«ti'<!«t"*>f'the»ttttW*Hr' '^'i^ m'"^"" • ■■'■'•"' ^''"i 

IWiJ^qftfe'Whblfe 'A»^y,*'\rttfr thfe e3i«t?(rti6ni^^f"4 
)»ttt^ wUm l^-'b^^ ^t('tb> tli<i^^, ^Bffjj^ 

«Ms% ig^bUtt^, ^dt^^niM »y'hetf^e H)V^<iM(i 

as much; quietness as usuaJfi^^t^iSiktti^jbftViillhfc 
: troops got to the ground, consecjuently the piqueti, 
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for want of light, could not be posted in their ciis- 
tbmary good order, neither had there been time to 
examine the country in the neighbourhood of the 
position. The out-posts were, therefore^ kept m & 
state of cOnstlEiixlr anxiety by the frequent appear- 
and? of small parties of the enemy, who hov^ed 
about, probably with the design of cutting off 
$t(9lg^&^ or perhaps of' sui?pTising, ^ if tbey 
iMM, fiofne of the piqueti^ thenjselves. 'But 
^ht^v^T their intentions mighit be, th0 vigilnntce 
of the centries contrived to render th^m i^bprdve, 
jtlor did any thing occur^ during the ^ight, p^^^c- 
Vi vie of $0rious alarm j atid the following'day, beieig 
jdkted by the ^convoy which came ^p i»; saftjty,* the 
•^ohintn was^^tgaiift in motion, hastenhig' across %he 
"^ufitry inft6 the high road, whiefr had b^en^ d^- 
iSiSited fbr Ao tyfher purpose thaii to tuidlead ' <lie 
;An1ericanB;^ "" •'■•. ' """ '*'•■ ■ •^•'■• 

•* • Having starjted, on the 24th, at an early hbur, 
out march was, for sotne time, both c64l tod 
agteeable. The road,^ if road it could' be* dtllcd, 
th^Ucnd for theiJrst five miles through the heart of 
jauimmetise fbi*est, kild being, in e^fery setfste lof tiie 
myfAi a' by-path, was completely ovfersh»d6fWei4* by 
projecting branches of treesyso'dojseiyitttei'wovfen, 
jjliiito prevent a singleUun^ibeiim Ircrtn itiakiri^ its 
WJkyi €ivtn at^ndoii, i^ithihthe ardiJ Wef'cbn- 
fibuad to movte ^wi, thiSi^fore-, long after th^ son 
had' riflen, 'wltliout^ being sensible that there was 
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«K>t A lc;)f)M4 K^tb^ sky to scrfi^n yi^ifjom hi»ii9fl«- 

<6nQe ; wbilst.a tieavy mpi^ture, coatiaMsilly €i9litte4 

ifypm the gi?^s aajl weieds Qa. ];)otli ai^ qf vus^ pro- 

4l^^ ^ cQol?es% wUioh^ ))a4 it beeft kss (m^^9 

wmidi bftve bpen extr/emely plpaaant So fer*>tilW), 

f >\l^ prqcecided without ex jKerieijqiflg aay otheiT' in- 

i<^B^6iii6nce than what >wa9 prpdiK^d by the dimp 

mA ft»tid ^ftta)Qspbere whUjb iW« broajthed ; kutmo 

a0pnei:'bad w^ beg^kft to emf^rge from tbe w^iods^ 

aii4l t9 cuter tbe c^ei*. cojwtry^ thaa 411 oveijpjwr- 

prift^i change Wi^ p^iweiv^ The auniri from 

wHckk we bad ibeen J[UtbeitQ d^fendiedi now bdat 

upon uftiiafuU/losce; wd tbQ:du$|; ming i& tbtok 

ikia33^t ff om punier : our < £^tv iviithoVft a. breath .of 

Air^o difspei^e it, .flew, .directly: rintooiur facea^pooa- 

iH>Qi»gi tbe greatest ) ipconv4^iiiei9ce > fipotb ito the 

0yeft af)d.respir«jdQB. .Ib^^v/s M^ited<this toyou,>At 

length, because I do not recollect a period of lay 

li^i wim I.auffered ni9i!9 ae.ver^.from heatiand 

ij^igu^; a^d as.a. jouraey of.a few miles, uoder 

Wfdi circum8itan<:es^. tells: rawfe. tban one «f ^^b^^e 

ntU*.4ifta^ce; w a.pQol dary, aod along a finuwwifttpy 

.j0^.^W;x:^a«ot.wrQpder tbftt bef^we many homs 

,]ia4,<9}9l^d» n^nU)eisi!Qf meQ begaim to fall b^biBd, 

j&ow^abpplRteijo^bility.to^fceepiiapwr , - 1. i. ? 

- r* i)r«^fef W spitetof( aU.tlw^4;herpiiva$ that in totday's 

i»arcJy which .rendfcreditimfinifcelyi moreiaterealiiig 

. /^b^qi; 8*1^1^^ had;peFf/>ro9^;siuce jthe landioatgiiifire 
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-ivts conceatiatii^ bis- fovces ^ ^ t)ie '^pmitpbH^^ 
Iia9w4ing a battle iD^ieicoce of^ bir^eapita)^ > ftRI' 
trulli of these ruQKHirs'we^adoo cafa^ldMSmflM^ 
cofQ&rmed^ as tbey were by what nr6ba(i« HH i <m W' 
-wkuessed^ only tbt^^sveiHBg before, and^thi^ si^di^ 
t>f ixarioas . fields on each side of the b^ 'fdUri^ 
(which A¥e had DOWi'egained^) ^epe^imkitkgmitimf^ 
bi^lea^of stmwy and renmants of brokeiv i4elii4iS'' 
m&t sosUteJted abopt) 'indkated. that ccbiidw^ 
^Mi^ of tiOOfHi had passed the xiighti ill tb«i4lfe^^ 
boiirhood* • The ajf^amace of * the load i^Nil^' 
Wf/isii^imr i^^nted as. it was^th ^freste usiMikX^*' 

beiio^^reat wa)i..befc»e us ^ whilst >oQ»tirer|nt|»«M|k^(< 
iinity to Washingtogy Mbdaig i&Qm > diataM(te> fi aiii<l ^^ 
iiot , 4noi;e4hai9Htcii;> oiv twelve a^^ 
assure; uft,4hatfWe shouifi. at kast^seesaii iAammmi^' 

lt< (V(ras;.ii^W' tiMt WMk -expemnced^the gmt) vm^^* 
filing of oup^ibadly OMuated) tim)|M^'or;as* tliejlt^^ 
'wm^, <^tedvby(ldiie^pRvate^sokiitro*a^^ 
Theleountryi'frgni^ beiii|g exit emdy' ckise^^^haA 4ii^ ^^ 
OMse #penjQii evay^Mote td« c^nstdmaUtteMMtt^^^' 
iltboughthiehgiiarYes; iHlM^ of facdgeSj^im^^ieMly'' ' 
sepa^akted4Mier£ekif^€»lIL aaother. /ilisafwas«fi«di^^ ^ 
tbei-gitHihdr^mc which cavaby cxMikl att^M^tiiQEHl^^^^ 
vants^e; because tisisy iimght 'lb m a»lbiiih'^bei^ ' 
hindv these gsD«esy. iotaU^ly unpetom^ed^/aad^^^^ 
an <^pf)ortoiiityiQifiEi30d, dutge the^colu«m)^'IJe&ite ' 



il^ ha(dk<MiMifi;t€N^re(iare ^Ibw^their j(ttt6pt\m^. 'Theirs 

w0ff»^e«!M&dmiiy aaticipa^^ wterfe ny#4^f ^palfi% 
hii ! ij i g» iweti<4milcd jiptfroih . thwr sniilbd? Ute^l^Mtff 
aiidL4VNS9^a€9Gs left; tkitMgb vp>hkdi sc^f^^l'sqtii^^^ 
TCMiMf ^r^oise ixni^ i^aUop^ ; 4md^ th^^eotiseefti^tic^'^' 

pattmlf cSiitnK m etghtv asd:s0nt oPHtiin diffemHf' 
dBMfiotiimr.to^ racoim two 'of <^theiii<^' j^oeiriity'' * 

the Americans in cavalry, their G«wlrai";dl(f liiMl^t' 
thiiriiyftt>^Hifttd^dt«B%MBgwg iMtt iriaw4»F''«^ 
th«»)«»rj»»km>wi«^gBrtikt>r0iiHnp 4afaiigieW«uiA6 <ft9iu< 

be(^Kfp0|flu«^^i«tfadiadsd8B att«miaweii« >«(^tH > ' 
goa([|0itify>!i«M» fll"tviliflbiflnwrta»0B.3*««ivr ' ^;. ■♦*<■-•«' 
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ttnually upon us, and wd had inhatedr altnbst ds 
great a! qtiaiitity ^f dtifit as <!)f ^ air^ NiimberB* lof 
men had already falleiT td the^tear, atidifittwjF more 
iddald ^tb diffieuHiy keep upf; conscqtwwtlyr'if 
\i^^ pushed OH m^uch further wllihmi'bifestang,**!!^ 
chances were that at least one 'half of the tainttsy 
Wtoifirld be left behind. To prevent this fwwa imp*^ 
perfing, and to give timefbr the ^traggters «to ofe»^ 
tieke the column, an halt was • determined 'UpOli^ 
tad being! fed foi' ward to a spot of grodmlritiett 
tl^ddd, amd' -watered by a stream which*, ocdss^ 
thls'iiriadv^thi^ troops w^re ordered to refresbltbeofi^ 
setves^ ' Pefr-b^^ 'nohalt ever arrived moM stamn^ 
tfbfy thafii thfs^OFr bid fkir to bie pmductive<o£>«IOP^ 
beneficial ^effects; and yet so bp^ressive^inras^ (k^ 
hie^i; thut w4^'hkd hot resumed 'cyut^mardkalto^m'^ata 
hour, when^ttie bink^i by the ^)v^ side ^i^e agHid 
ttyvtgred Afithl^stragglfers ; some of "tlie finb»k'>apid 
stodtest iti^tr itithe armyibeing literMy wBiM»<k\ 

The HouV of 'iodh tvasiappfoachingy^wHedim 
heavy cloud of d^liistj ippalrently not moreithah two 
^ three ti\\ld^ dil^t^nt, ^attracted oUr attealtibn. 
FWm ivb6nce rt; twriginated there was> little <dif^ 
fteAhy in gtiessing^not did many minutes ieidpire 
bi6fbre sUrmise' was chaiiged itito certaintyi; ^rOA 
turning 'a sudden* angle in the'road, and /passingi a 
small pTahtdtion, ^it^hich obstructed the vdefiohrto*- 
w^rds the left, the British and Americaa > annies 



* 

Wcam0. visiU^ftQ o»<e^ :apQ;tbQ^ Tb? pOi^itiQUroiH 
e^pwtfoyr the latter MraSiiOM.<^fg4'^stt;iite^i>gtili,. ax^A 

ftrfnt ^q^ Ijefibiflwk/COKeredi l|yh9<,bif^gi»:io£,tbj9^ 
;Pcrt©ipiwk' and their( ijighfciriKQtifjgl ^|K>fl athi^fc 
WffSvJL aiikd a 4eep.ravi«/e,^ i Thiftftiiy^,rt>i?hwh,jii<^j^ 
iHPiekliKXWt 4iite; :^eaii tb f)if th^. im ftt CMfcy4 A© Wi^ 
bf^tj^eft .tbci heighti^ occqt>.if4 |]y<?tbe Aw^rifia© 
£>jroea^.rfk|id >tlKs tli^lQ tQ\m i>i. B\£^u^]myg,Trm 
Aw^sa) it wasrtkrpw^r J^^narrow IWfidgQ,i.exte»dw^ 
fromltb^ dxbf sitr<i€t in tb^4^ tow9»(tP tbiei c^atinii^i 
tmnrJdf tbft Jroad, i wfeii^ .p^^^ . tjhiovigb^ ithe , yerji;^ 
oeotee^' of thei?» pqsitiion ;; ^(J >its ^igbfi tbwb . (the 
bii*feKa,bove.r wl^b othi^y >wwe . 4j*W?i i»p)toWW 
OKv^wdll with arijooj^Wrrtrip^ ^n4» Iwiih 

630|iO9ed(i . i Sui^hiwaftr^the g^A^ja^-^ i^pj^t^ o£rt^>^k 
p0ffltito(iis;iaJt.the ifirpt, gl^p^i? ifc jpif^§qste4ri»^w'Jf^ 
of which I must endeavour to give a mor^^^cj^ 
taikdl accpuatyjthi^t, mj5>4espriptiQi^. Q^ 1^^ jfeo^tfe 
may be'hj>&Q»^i^(dfegtfi^iBltj^]iJi§[il?te.i'. bm.: . . ^ m 
j-Iiftwef.said thfttttM ?igh^^^ of.il^ |^l)t|>m^ 

\rd8 ooivelred. with) «i nsjTQy^M/stvipe of,, willow anil 

oi)4erfraij(v6md the^wh^e fi$m$ oi.^\f^^](m^^^f,^pr 
kiiQA»ha«»aiTaw pte»**tiai(ir^g^ip)(t^f?Fi5^s!wri^r« 
opanraiid «dkarj int«rs«c^i ajt.eert^ ,^^s^^q9«, 

I 2 
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byrew^s of high and sltrong ipalings,ii tAbonbtlM^ 
iniddle of the asceutyand in 4:he rtfelr o^/m6x^€\th^ 
rowsj* stood the first Hnaycoinpowdfbnttreiy^ofcfll*- 
fantry; at b,' fv&ptt interval from this,! abdiiiiiflit 
simiUt' situation j stood the? second .line ?. whHtefrtJfce 
thitd, or reserve, was posted within tbesbiitei^^cft 
llfoody 'Which cfowned the heights., i Tbe»toirtiMwJS 
i^u^ of which they had twenty pieces in .ther field, 
was tha«3' arranged : on the higl^ foasdi^ and /aomr 
mindirigrthebridge, stbod two ^hj^vyi gunisi/ And 
ftmc'indre^ ittwo^'on each- side' tyf tth< «dad(>^9i€ipt 
^partly imthesaitie directioo^ amdffpapliliyt dgt^AiUhe 
i»hoiei<»f t^e l»lop^m'tf> theatreeilS/o£rBla(kns(b^g. 
Tho rest ?wei)e: scattered, wiith /no (grtet -^^dgWi^lb 
otttm^ the <sf!t!oad< Im-e offinfanAty, ;5otu^}(i^l|^i^ 
ierciPtispElces'rbetiKreen^the rig-fetriof xm&'ii^gifmfltf 
< atidi the) ifi£k ^o€ another ; while • tbei ca^vatlr^ cl})QWQd 
kisielf (ii» ome/ni^Lss/ within a 'StUibbdeiield) iM|P)|j)e 
eatrreifiie^leftriof'the'poig^irtioiii 'Such waa th€H;o^/te 
of •the'gcclund 1v4>ieh} they ^odcu^^d^f and 'tiwi:f<w- 
toildable' i posture < in/«wfaikii 'they .iwaitQfl) .oiff )fi^p- 

proiteh j aniouating,/by tbisiPfiDiW'n ac4oiL^tvitQ Qtf^ 
thousand tnqn^ a niiimbferi^^aQtly ida^b-lin^f b^Jt .of 
jkheifbrKs^e which ^wastrtjOiaAtack/Rbetn* .h.vr h-ihffMt 
^vwlnr^the ineauitirt>e^fpur>cia^0»n;/O(mtbiUad ^\0- 
sVlifDce icif fthe same ^Qixfeniwhiohit had ih^Aher^Qrlf De- 
served. The road conducted us for,^^^r,twO 
HMiles >in It direction parallel* w.ith tlie^irivei, mA of 
oomoquenca with ther enemy 'saline; wJben it;$lii4- 
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denly turned, and led directly towards tlae town of 
Bktdehsbui^. B^i^ ^ course i^orant < whether 
this'towhr mighbnot be filled with American troops, 
i:h^«niain body pausied hene^ till the advanced/guard 
fittould' ' reconnoitre^ 'The res-ult - proved that cuo 
o^^l^o^hion was intended in .that quarter, and /that 
th0<#hiciie<rf? the^ncmy's army had been withdrawn 
ib'4h^ bpposito 6dde; of the stream, whereuponi the 
anrmy Wds ai^in p^an motion, and in a shortr tbne 
^aiirivedrin-' thei$«reeto of Bladensbntg^iandwiitfain 
^mtge offthe Attteificaxii artiUery . Immed&ately ronour 
n^ichynf)^^ tUifiSfpoilnt,;' several of itheir glunsi openeil 
tipK^<l»ijiilahd'k^*'ttp >a' qtmht^d wiel1(drrl3oted 
irHdHOtkde,' >from nvhkth', ais-i iw0i weDe-jagaim coiilr 
^knd^Ocv'halt^ tbe^nften ^"weffei dinectfd nti6T sheUer 
ibeffii&'dvesMas fmidil^as pdssiblQ iodiindillM^liQiosei. 
<^^>t^jec!«'df thiithiilti it wasljsonj^otureidv^'lvabite 
^Ve'thtt C&etltra) a!» bpp(()Vttinity^offex»iminin^ idle 
A*i«viOttfa Hue, dnd-bf tiyitog«*hedeilthi(hfItbowcri; 
kte^atti^ at' present there aipptfavM itoubexjbiKtTotie 
llftctilsable WOde pf 'attaofc, /by? rcrossihg^the ibriUge, 
tftld tflfcftfg^the enemy diHectlyin fnonti < T® do>w|, 
lioW^fftJ'^ifilpcbed^tothehi'U wa)8;jimti$t:he>rit- 
tended with bteddy cdlMS0i^cfficeel,'»d^ eoiuldthe 
tiela;^ f»Of^A,^'flfew"ttiiiiarteB^«produceMany mischirf 
"^liidlH^ ^he'^dhtlol^t^^ iiot amply 

J ' » 'But iw ^thfe' 'eottjcrctti^e w^ werfc altogether *fm. 
Jbikeil ;^^1kkf^ith6tit allowioj^ tinle to theoolumn 

I 3 
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to dose its raiiks or t6 be Foitt^fid tiy'siittne of the 
maay stragglers, who were iib^iitii'fyiiigi is'ftSt - 
,asi wearineiss wdirld perniit, to te^aiti thrfr^l^ds, 
'the oraer to halt wafe cotihteiteatkietJ, a^iff thB^WoW 
^givento attack; and we immediately |>liHhed6ri'kt 
idouble quick time, tot^ards th^ head of thfe bt^dge. 
While \v'e were moving along the i5tteet,''a'*ttoii- 
linued fire was kept Up, with sotttfe execiibkto} ^tn 
lliios^ giins which stood to the l6ft of tbei 4tyfeld.; 
bu't it Vas not till the bridge was covdratf kWtii 
OUT people iJhAt thfe twb-gtni bafti^ry iipdriHii^*hiad 
itself liegan t6 pky . Then, indeed, it alk6 dpfetfed, 
^atid with tieiiieridoui effect j for -b^ -the *lBraft^<fe- 
<:liatge almost ill entire 'Corirp'dny ^as swept*d<JWtL; 
i>to M^bether' it \;ir^s that thc^'gUns lirid feb^flb' ^de- 
viously laid^ witb 'measured ' ixitctne^*,' or* that the 
iferves of the giiiriiers beckth^aiffirWfcrdb tiiiyt^tfy, 
4Ke Succeeding discharges' we^ much leM^f^s^tltL 
ihie .riflerft^ lio#:>^klled uS fwiH^^Ike 

•wwded bank, wkh a r^'nnihg fife of mriikittyi>*ttd 
It was not without tratolrtlfig^^ upoit iriii^ ^ir 
dead aiid dyih^ cbtaracies, that the *Hght hrigttde 
estiablished itself* bii the t^posife- sideof tlie sfer^m. 
When ofice^ thdre, ^ib^evef, et^iy Ifcirt^'^dse 
Appeared easy, 'li^iiiidiiig^^^^ the i}ghb »fad 
ieft of the' 'r6ad,'they dashed itoto tbft thJiJet; rfnd 
quickly cleared it ^of the ' Ameribaii sfcittoiihters ; 
who falling back with precipit^ti0h' iipofii! ^h^ first 
iline, threw it into disorder befbit it had^fii^a 



shot:, . "Pa? c0|isp(jHpuqe wa3,, tljat , pur ^oops^ hs4 
«parcely shawft.thj9mselv.es whiea;! the. whole of that 
Jwe gave fwa^y^, and fled Ijx the greatest confusion^ 
leaving the two guns ,upan jthe road in pQssessio:a 
of /the victors. 

But here it must be confessed that the ligh^ bri- 
gade iwas guilty of imprudence. Instead of pausing 
tiU ;th,e Jest of the. army came up, they lightened 
•th^msj^lves by throwing away their knapsacks 
and)!iaversack§;.and .expending their ranks so as to 
sho wftu equal froutwith.the enemy» pjashed on to the 
aJttaok of .the second line. The Americans, ;how- 
i^er^^w. their weakuqjs$^ and stood firm, and. hav- 
ing, the ^whole of their artillpty, with the, exception 
of those 'Captured.on .the road,, and the greater p^rt 
of their infeutry in /this line, they first checked the 
ard^V. of ..the assailants hy a.he^yy fife, and theu 
' ^i^ i their jtura, advanced to recover the groupd 
..l¥.hioh was.loet Against this .chargejj^ the .extend^ 
I >i«rder of (the Bmti3htroops.would.»ot permit tjliera to 
r<)rfBferian,^ff!^ctualTesi^tance,.aud tljiey were accord- 
li»g|yj borne ^ck,rto.the very .thicket upon the 
riwrts Mhk j »w1^qx^ , ithey. c^iainta^i^ed tfeeu^sc^lMes 
; jwitb fiiefberaiiaied olwt»u^j?y, , xepelUug all aftt^^ptis 
^ rtp.d|}«e,thjefn tbrTOghjt.;^a^ndfFequ^ntJy^iip^^ 
• >tp wij^a.iflboFt^ista|ice of tjbe^ca^npjji's m<>jith, 

«u,<d5 /parts of /th^ ,^i^myH Upe ^s ga^.e way.. 
:. r Itt^this state.the action cQutiniied till the se(;on4 
i»:igade liad lifcewbe crossed, aud formed |ippn'l;he 
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ligjit bat^k of the river; whea the 44t4L Hegitti«it 
mpying,t(> the right, and . xjofiving > in tbe ^ifchv^- 
iQjfihcf 8, debouched upon / - the i left * tftank. » o£ ! ithe 
A^TipaniS) ./aiid> icompletely turned ' it^il f Jib i^tijat 
qjiw^tev, . therefore, tlie battle waa woa»;» hecatitei 
th^^.mw milUia-meii, whcx* wereistatidmed>ithencrias^ 
1)^91^ the least, asisailiable poijiut, when toncebiMdkeitll/^ 
ti9juldnot be rallied.. But on (their right, t^ebeinji 
sf^lh kppt .their ground with^mudi re6okitiod>isor' 
w^^t mi the arrival of the 4th Reginieat<aBd<the 
^v^f^CQ of the. British forces in fitQi. aira^r^ * ter4iho^> 
c|>^)*g,e,4hs^t; they, began to. waver.; ^ Th^wmiMd^i 
^^^8>^^^ left « ipi f uU; flight, aind the 44th gottisgi 
ifl-i^hpip.F^^.tJa.ey Ip^t aU wder^ a,td di3{)eiwed, lea^^rt* 
iilgj^loiml^y of ^rJ^emqp 4oj cover . tjoneir tetrea^^i tod . 
hjf^tf«)<edMto tp^ce^), themselves im.tthe wntNodsl^ 
\|;^j^ >.it I ,)?irot|Jd/iiayje , been , vajo . to foilm^timmi ^ 
%\^^f,(^^ f ^0$: mm: g?i*eral throwghQ*^ ..ther i wiioU • 
\\}ifi{: T^e^ r4^yve, >v?ihi^ cxught tp. have supportedi 
t]t\e ,ii^ftin , jjofiy, f cfled i as, ^oon -a^^ thpse in itSi frotiH • 
h^g^ijl-to -giVfftiWaya .and .theri^^awlry,* jnsto^isrif 
c^fe^iqg: the Br^i^rtHQQps, .nQW<«cattereii(i4ijpii)ri 
sj^ife l:^r^e4 th^ir fho*»$s§{' h^d&r andr galloped vfHIv* 
l^^vi^ {hciin ip,,ui^{}isputed<posseei^PL4)Kf tl^eifieldy' 
^ifi4fif t^ QiUirOffthe/twenty pieQe6>o£;ai4iltet^'o^^ 
,JT\\i^f h^th^ hy which i the £i»te .of thq < iAio^rioan » 
Cy^pital w^l^ deqidedr heg9ii about oneifD'cladOiaiiL 
the.ftfternoon, aind'la^d till /.four* . ^The.loss^'on 
the part of the English was severe, since, out of 
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txm^tidrd^ ^ the Brmy} \yhichvwerfe engaged, ti^ 
waids .of five: hundreid men; weri killed'sUid 
wbnnded ^ ' and what rendered it d6ubly severe Wliii 
tfaatambng these were numbered several office 
of'^rank and distinction. Colonel Thorii ton who 
oonrmanded the light brigade ; Lieutenant Cdlorifl 
Wu[)6d> commanding tlie 85th'Regiment/and Majo^ 
Blown wllo had led the advanced gnard, were if I 
severely > wounded ; and General Rosi^ tiini^elf likii 
aihoifse ' shot under him.' Oh the'side^tl^ Anie- 
ricbosj the; slaughter was not so *^reat; ' ' Beitil^ %i 
possession' of k strong posrition, they^re^bff <?6Urtfe 
leniBaDpoii^^in defending^ than the dUhkts \^'s^6lhh^ 
ingidt ;i?and had ) they conducted tb^slSlteS^ H*'?tH 
cbohie^j and resolutron, it is n6ty:^c<eiva'U&'hd^ 
tteinday c»Uld hav^e' been 'won. > 'Biit thefki!V%' 
thatylwidfi'ithe exception! of a party tiPs'^ildt-^fldri 
tiJft)i^n.»tt0art»i > linder ^the» <;otti«iatttf bf <?orfifttf6dd]f(i 
Bameyji no>trttop$ bimlA fe^kve^e««i'thkii thfey 
didu II T^e skirmishers 'i<<^erer»driv^n (k-ds y«dii . i& 
abtaikodjftlie 4irtt ^lin0'gay6»^ay^'^)(^it*id«ft bfffifitfg 
tbe(qrigbles«ilig3ist9mce9^axfdf^tHe''tdft til" thl^migk 
WWy Wwp'ibmkettiwithm half to hdttr iiftir^t vtHs 
sd»louslyl ? engaged.* - Of 4he ^ ^sdllors; *lto^i^*«tt*, ' It 
wouJd'Aeiiijastrce not ^ dpfebk ih *h* tertes ^Vhidi 
theirimNidudt' meritfi^. » They Were e^f)loyed as 
gumierss, ' and not ^only Aid^ 'they serve their ' gilds 
with^rA^ quickness' atid ! precision wliich adtbriished 



were . iiictua^ly Jbayoneted, »wijdA. . ^use^St ii^ ikfiir 
.jbaiids; <Q0r was At &U their .Jieader .wf as wmufiied 
^Qdtaken, aiid >tl»9yi8aw Jhe^^ d68ei!texl .t^tn 
'jtU/sides by tbe soldiers, that they .quitted tiD^^^ld. 
^Witli respect to the Bcil^h .anny i agaiii^«]K>il(Kw.qf 
jdistiactioii can ibe drawn. AH did iheir duty^ and 
inonomore gallanrtly than the rest ; and though the 
faruBit of the affair fell upon the light brigade, this 
was owing chiefly to the circumstance of its being 
mtthe head of the column, and perhaps, also, in 
'Wme degree, to its own rash impetuosity. The 
-artillery, indeed, could do little ; being unable to 
rfihow itself in presence of a force so superior:; 
^)mt the six-pounder was nevertheless brought into 
miction, and a corps of rockets proved (of striking 

utility. . — 

- ^Our troops being worn down from fatigue, and 
•4)f course «5 ignorant of ithe. country, as the Ame- 
^?icans were the reverse, the pursuit could not be 
^con tinned to any distance. Neither was it at- 
rtsnded with much slaughter. Diving into the re- 
^eesses of the forests, and covering ithemselves with 
ififlemep, the enemy were quickly beyond our 
/feach; and having jno cavalry to scour even the 
^high road, ten of the lightest of their .guns .wc^rc 
j-carried off in the flight The .defeat,lho wever, was 
iabsblute, and the army, which iKid been; collected 



for the defence of Washington, wa$ scattered 
bQrorid the possibility of, at least, an immediate 
reunion; and as the distance from Bladensburg 
to that city does not exceed four miles, there ap- 
peared to be no ftirthet obstarfe in the wsty, to 
pi^ent its immediate capture. 
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Ak opportunity so favourable^ <vas> -hotii^tllla*!- 
geted by any needless dday.' White lihte<Jt?WO 
btigftdes which had been engaged, reufiaiiKKl liptik 
the field to recover their order, the 'thii<d,(Whieh 
hkd ^rmed t^e* ireserve, affid was cbni^q^feiitely^^n- 
bioketij took this lead, and pushed ' f(>tWarfti' ^'a 
rapid i^te' txy^aikis' Washingto»j ^ n ; i ! » nilmi Jmi 
f 'As it irag^ ndt^'the>'ititeiitioa bf >th6'*B¥itisH'^ 
vevtiitiekit'to btt^m^ pettnaneYit^^^onqti^ts M^Sik 
jMrt«ii(rf Attier<e«'{f' and 'a^ the Geftteral-V&a'^#etl 
*wite ^h^t,- »wi<to^^ hatidftil ttf ^ttieii, li^-cmilai«tlt 

^•etendnt^ esteblish- hin^selfj *f6r^ttt>y teti^«h>iyf 
tiiw^,* ih ^iJ dnewy^fi/ ^f)ifci*>- he dttttrttitkd^t(p\iiy 
it^tkdei c(^trtbiit*(^*,< iatid fo*rettfr» qtttttl^l'W'tihfe 
shipi)iti^i''^"NMfWas>'thter^>any ttlllig^ utt^riflliy W 
tfcfe bharacter bf ^^British^ftftiGtii*, in tys>^(:eftrii*»i- 
tibtt;»» *By'4Uf«b^ d<i6l!(Wft4>bf y^tfI</^^ 
fn^r^y iWay debtee td^t/ein ai'4apt«redltdtwr/ft^ 

ebwesi t!*Hif«^diy;'thei|^ufiffi 

awditt'thus pi-bp«*ftig'«tb^'iidCB^t'a»ewiriita sttttS>6f 

ittOttfey>hi1ieu' bf hhiV'p^6p6ityp\ie ^Vas'*s6«Wfe^ 

'itt^rdyi'liathfei* thftfltsey^fity', 'to thb'Vattc(Uil^h«tf! 'It 
is iru^j ■ that ip they •• chdfeid to tfejfect hiJj' tfehWs,^ >lie 



and his army would be deprived of their booty, be^ 
cause, without some more convenient mode, of 
transporting it than we possessed, even the portable 
part of the property itself could not be removed^ 
But, on the other 4iaiill^N;fcei-e' Was no difficulty in 
destroying it; and thus, though we should gain 
JiQthiQg) the American government would Idat 
pjpobafaly to a /much I greater, amounti than > if) they 
•had' a^eed to purchase its preserv^ion by :^ the 
ftnouey demandied. ,/. , i ; i in -r 

luS^ph hf^ingi the . intention/ of jGemeral: rIlo69,>die 
did not march .the troops ammediately into the citjr^ 
but halted them upon. § plaiiU^in. ate, immediate ivi^ 
^itj^ riwhilstt atfflag. of itjrucei >waa< seat tm with 
4fBn^.iBu|;.,whaH}^V«i:f.hi3: pijop^eal migibtnJfiavc 
\\ipf^nyitifW^Si f^% is(>,,m\i(;^\n^ heftr4'}*ifor scanady 
rb?^d(tfeft>parjy b^ariftg thflife® jPftfeeced rfehe street, 
f^haft^lwy wwe firecii^v^pQW fflpmiitbe windowsi^cif 
^Q,pf) Jjbeii Iwysesi, I aiiij^,4b« hotri^^jof; tilw /G^wwal 
J^Wn«pl^iwJw^»acQQwpwi!3fJfth^ ¥0*11 will 

y^i3ij^th^Yefifii}^i^ ^mdv^^l aoijiWJttSlifiabla^.fQrdi- 
witfi^jktl^^^ ^f thQrtteW-i^frjn^tipnfti^F^W^d the 
^iSf^y^^if^^^^ indiyidnjsb &wn]j|hptGeBeiial 

^^iRW^^iJftvift itfi;the i^rmt^ 3»Wi«*^ /All tbougl^s 

;^g78e^ftm^ift4at[ion( )i^<eie, ip^tm^^M^ f «Bide*r jthe 
tlrwps #4yWP^ tif^Rtfewif UjiwMiQ^ir^^^ >tQKyn^. ii»[|d 
^VW8^fi^'S*^/PHt» tO/thq,^wprfi;r^llHwh(^{1iVi?re/ fqu^d 
tin t^ ftiQvi^i ifrom ' w,hiqh . th^ ;^hats t were ifired, aad 
4r^tt9(Qdvit<!tQ ,^hes,' thgy ,prQceeded> without :i 



ijm ^aiermsost diistaiat dtgtee cooHyecte^ wtthvgcmnin 
meat. In this general de^mMtieil) We^ maltirfi^ 
th^ Smutfte^hoii^dy this Piesidient'd^ paiaet^^ ^>^^ 
teiuive ddeltnyardl tad arseiiai, bairacks ' iBon tw;cMOC 
tbi^ tiiousand iriten, sevei^l larger stere^koiMM 
fitttd with naval and imlitai^ sikof ea, some huindrocb 
of 'eannen of different descriptions^ and neavl^i 
twenty thousand stand of small arma; Tioiere? ware 
alto two or three pujblic rope-wopk» which sihalKd 
tfab same fate, a fine frigate pierced for sksct^ j^uns^ 
and jttit ready to be iaunehed; i^veral > gunvhngs 
and avmed schooners, with a variety of g;nn4ioata 
and small crafV. The powder magazines wer^^^ddf 
ootiTse set on fire, and exploded with a tremeadiui 
ci^ai^,' throwing down nrnny houisesttin ih^Tiiiiioki 
liity, partly by pieces of the walls stQ^ldfig'thdin^ 
and* partly byithe* fcbncussfi^n-Jof the aw; whilst 
quantities of shot; sfaleU^iand faatid^grenadbs/whiob^ 
c^udd not otherwise be •rcinderdd' nsdi^s^ wem 
thrown into the riveipj In destroying tlie^Ojainnoifi!^ 
a method was adc^ed, which' I bad iievt^ bel&M 
witnessed, afnd^ ^hkb, ^ it was both efftN^toal' » md 
expeditious, I cann^Dt avo^d relating. Otae'j^ife^of 
rather a small cal$bi>e, was pitched itpdit jas^^the 
exwutionet of the- rest ; and beings loaded^w^tb 
ball; and turned to the m^s^'z7iU$ of th^ oth^f Hit 
was fired, and thus beat out their bredchings. 
Many^ however, not being mounted, eould^^not be 



thus dealt wil^;'tbed9 WQfe spiHed^^Bd b2^vj|^ 
theirtranioiur knocked^ ofi^ wqre^,^%irwj9fd&,<^ 
kitoitbeibedof thertTor^^ ,,. 

. Allrthifld wasas; it abouldibo, and h^i thf a^m 9S 
"Vengeance been eagte^id^d.Hi^ f^rtl^rs; th^rc^ woi^ 
iagAbme,hemi room giveor for sOiWbUGh/Afii^ whi§p§i; 
o£<tisapprobatioB^ Bu^ wli^Uw^t^y^ '^ did ^ 
$topbiiere>; a noble Ubi^ry, my^TB^ prbti^ 9i$«% 
and vatt < tbd nataQnal aFchives vere^ jlil^wise- 091%: 
liiktedr to ffae^ainesv wliicby thoiiigb iQU(> dou^ (^ 
propfirt^/of govemment^ might/bettor hay Ojbeiiejg^ 
sp»adi4 ;J[tii0) jKMfey howrevei;, niy inte;ntiion ;t^;j<^j^ 
thcoixtcry, which will probably be raised, ^g»i|Mj(t 
Hrhati tfaey^ will tiiisni a lixiie of cOtiduQt at ori^f^rbg^r 
bamBtasoand unprofitable^. Fa<*t ^fr^m it ;t pi^ lih« 
contrary J cannot help admiripg t^r^vbe^rfini/^ 
aiiditU8jNiaujl^.of the j^tii^ tr^^^^ suincei ?ki^i(t^(ed 
a^fth^y hadi e\5Ciry a-ightrto.b^^rjtheyjapwedj^^ faq^ 
Was {)05»iblei.aU.pciy^te prpperty, i^Qfija. jingle hQH^ 
io^ ^ plaqe bei^ pUmdeii^d pit df^i^y odjr ^xq^f^ 
tho^^ iffiom/i wlw^h » the' general'^ hftr?Q had hf^efi^ 
l^j^dj a(iid>*hpse vhi<?h; )veie>fiwid.en$*Uy thtQiyuk 
dQ)«n(tiyi thft^^plosioinof the. npstgazift^s. , ,1, . ^ 
!oWbiI^.tfie thi^^d .'brigade, wai^f. thug eipployedjt 
tbftre^ Qf ^he hmiyi^,\iwmg r^qaliQd!iJsrStragglfBr$» 
aftd/ire©qyf^d t^ W(0u»ded int^ BJa^enshHFgi b^gw 
ilis inari0h toiiviards W^hipgtqp . I^bowgh the- battjLe 
wa9 landed, by four o'clocl?, .the sun had set before 
thfc. ditferwt T^giments ^w€^e ia 9^ wJwlitioja .%» 



HiCYe, consequently this short journey was pef^ 
formed in- the daf k^ The work of destruction: had 
also begun in the city, before they quitted th^ 
ground ; and the blazing of houses, ships, and 
Mores, the report of exploding niagazines,^and: the 
i^rash of falling roofs, informed them, as tliey. pircH 
eeeded, of what was going forward. You caucon^ 
ceiVe nothing finer than the sight which ;met them 
as they drew near to the town. The sky was bril- 
liantly illumined by the different confiagratians ; 
tod a dark red light was thrown upon the.' xoad| 
sufficient to permit each man to view distinctly 
his comrade's face. Except the burning of Su Se^ 
fagstian's, I do not recollect to have witnessed,. at 
any period of my life, a scene more striking .m 
more sublime. . .- , . f-i 

Having advanced as far as the plain, wbcm^tibe 
reserve bad previously paused, the first and sccomi, 
brigades halted ; and, forming Into close cc^mfi^. 
passed the night in bivouack. At first,, this W9B . 
i^reeable enough, because the air was mild, 2^ 
weariness made up for what was wanting ii|^<y;HPQh . 
fort But towards morning, . a violent stQi;i^,C|f 
laiiH accompanied with thunder, and lig]itpi](ig^ 
came on, which disturbed the ^'est'Of^U thas«r W<liH>., 
were exposed to it. Yet, in spite ^^Use dijsjsigf^^; 
ableness of getting wet, I c^i^ot say tb^Mlt^fc^^ ; 
disposed to grumble at the interruption,, fi»r.i<; f)^. 
peared that what I had bf^forejco^sideredias^vpf^^i 
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lattYely sublime; still wanted this to render it cotfr* 
pte*ei« 'The* flashes of lighlniing seemed to vie hi 
brilHaney, with the flames which burst from the 
ro6fs of- burfcing houses, While the thiihdclr 
dwiWiJekl -the' nfeise of crumbling Waills, and wis 
only inteh-upted by the occasional roar of cantierb, 
aud of liarge-depdts 6f gunpowder, a^ ttiey ond*t^ 
'^n0feK{>toded. * " *. • '• /^'J 

•tt'Ueed scarcely observe, that the cohstferhaifetf 
oftheUnhabitants was compllete, aind that to ttifeW* 
thifAirasa^nightof tehw. So (Confident had'they beeff 
of thte; success of their troops, that feW of thfem tttft' 
dreaeAt df <|mtting their houses, or abanddning' thy 
cl*y f neir was it till the fugitives from th6 battW- 
bega*'^t«"ru3h in, filling every placie as they fcaiiiit^' 
with dismay, that the President himself thbtight'ttf 
|Mpdiidihg for his saftty . That getttleniati, to I ^^s 
credfWy iwfotmedj had gone forth in the iiiornfiSfgf 
wftWfh*army, and had continued am(>fljghis tfoojiS^ 
tilf'tiieBritidh forces began to make their appei^'« 
^ate. Whether the sight of his enemies cooled hfet' 
cd«r*ftgcf-oi^ttotj I cannot say, but, according to tny* 
inf6rniifr,^'ii6 Woner was the glittcnng of our arifej- 
didti6iriii%Ile^ than he began to discover that his pre-' 
setJii 1*^ -tnote' Avanted in the senate thaa with 
thef-lEUttiJ^J: Mid having ridden- throqgli the rank?^ ^ 
aisiift^ichertisd every itMin to do hia duity^ he hurrie^ 
batifcrtolife own house, that he miglA prepareia" 
feasft«^ir the ^iitertainment of his officers, whiefe 

K 
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they should return victorious. For the trath of 
these details^ I will not be answerable ; but (ius 
much I knowi that the feast was actually prepared, 
though, instead of being devoured by AmerioaA 
'officeiis/it went to satisfy the less delicate appMifees 
of a party of English soldiisrs^ When the detteb- 
ment, sent out to destroy Mn Maddison^s house, 
entered his dining parlour, they found a 'dinner- 
table spread, and covers laid for forty guests;' Se- 
vml kinds of wine, in handsome cut-glass diecantel^, 
were cooling on the side-board ; plate-holders stood 
by the fire-place, filkd with dishes and plates; 
knives, fbrks and spoons, were arranged fbf iimile- 
'dfate use ; in short, every thing was ready} for the 
entertainment of a ceremonious party. SudliAii^ere 
the arrangements in the dining-rdom, whilW in the 
'kitchein were others answerable to them^ in (ftvtry 
respect. Spits, loaded with joints of variOM sorts, 
turned before the fire; pots, saucepans,' and other 
culinary iitensils, stood upon the grate; 'and> all 
the other requisites for an degant and substdntial 
repast, werie cixaetly in a' itate ^ which* >riidicdted 
'that they had beeh Isltely and ptieclpittttefy^ttban- 
'dbneid. ' '''■ ^ ^- '^■" ■■•■■ ■' ^' ■•^'•'- i)*>-iv>w 

' "^ YbU will'i^adily imagine^ 1ihlrt:thefi&pit«pQ^ 
wcre^ bfehfeld/ 'by ^ pArfy' fcf >4vuiigTy'^oWtfia6i>MP^ 
ti6' indiflbr^irt ey el ' An'd^nt dltfn«i*, «^«&«AMgh 
<J6hildeif4bij^ over-dfi^ised,^ ira# a I^IS^ tdfi^bich 
ft^ Wrtiiefo, at le^t «9r ddtti^tiltie 4)Mk/ ha^'bden 
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accustomed ; and which, after the dangers and fa^ 
tigues of the day, appeared peculiarly inviting. 
They sat down to it, therefore, not indeed in the 
most orderly manner, but with countenances which 
would not' have disgraced a party of aldermen at a 
civic feast; and having satisfied their appetites 
with fewer complaints than would have probably 
escaped their rival gourmands^ BXid partaken pretty 
freely of the wines, they finished by setting fire to 
the housie which had so liberally entertained 
them.' 

But, as I have just observed, this was a night 
of dismay to the inhabitants of Washington. They 
were taken completely by surprise-; nor could the 
arrival of the flood be more une:?tpected to the na- 
tives of the antediluvian world, than the arrival 
of • tte British army to. them. The first impulse 
of course, tempted them to fly, ^nd the streets 
. were in' consequence crowded with soldiers and 
senators, men, women and children, horses, /car- 
riages^ ftadearti^ loaded with household furniture^ 
all .hastening towards a wooden bridge which 
crosses the Potomac. Tb^ confusion thus ocea<- 
sioned was terrible, and thg crowd upon the b^dge 
^wits su^As to <enda9geir ii» giving, way. But Mr. 
Maddtaobt. havp^g icscape^ 3i9ong the ^first,^ was tm 
^ SQMi^iiSdie ocv.l^e fyp^P't? l^anl^ of ^a fiver, . thail 
. im gaw Qfd??59 that,,$hej,]^l'jfdgc §bould be ^brdken 
1 dftWifcj Yfl^ JWWPS ftb^y€;4, . Jt» i€^t were obl^ed 
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to j:etuniy and to trust to the clemency of th^ 
victors. ' .:: 

; In this manner was the night passed by betli 
parties; and at dayrbreak ;next morning,. the iighjt 
Jbrigade moved into the city, while the reserve ijpjjl 
Jbsack to a height, about half a milp in the /}'i^£ir» 
Little, however, now remained to be doi^e, hecai|sie 
every thing marked out for destruction, was already 
consumed. Of the senate-house, tjie Pre^ideiit'^ 
palace, the barracks, the dock-yard, &c^ nothi^g 
could be seen, except heaps of smoking ruins^ 
and even the bridgfe, a noble structure upward? of 
a. mile in length, was almost wholly d^^n^P.lished^ 
There was, therefore, no farther occasion tp scatty 
the .troops, and they were accordingly kept to- 
other as much as possible on the Capitol IjiU;. 

Of the city of Washington, I have pur[K)seJy 
declined attempting any minute desc/iptipn, b^y 
x;ause it possesses no leading features, by c^tchii\g 
which one might convey to ja person who ,ha$. nqt 
fi^n it, something like an accurate notion pf tlje 
iWJhole. It is, as ypu are well avjrare, coiijplptely jjj 

ite infancy, few of the streets being fin^i^h^^ afl4 
jxiany containing . . not .more. . thai^. tbre? , pi fgfif 
houses at wide interval? from eap^i ptJi^n.^J^Ht 
frpm>its situation, it deriyei^ evpry po3§i|i^}e,ft(^vpji- 
Jtage,.and if it contipue tp be tJi? <;:ap.i^ |pf „t^Q 
.United States for ajgiotbjer centwy, i^ ;WiU lp^W^9 
JjdouUnpt;, QBe.of jtbp.iTipst flpurishi^g^^c^ties in 
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tKe Vorld, America is, ismd always will be, a 
eommercial nation, nor can a single town throu^-' 
e/iit the whole of that vast continent boast of a 
bfetter harbour than Washington. It«tandaupon 
the Potomac, one of the most navigable of all the 
riH^ers that empty themselves into the Chesapeake; 
th^ depth' of which i* sufficient to float a frigate 
fBr'sohie way abov^ the town; it therefore posr-' 
ses^^s'thany facilities for the ciirrying on of an ex- 
ttrisive trade ; whilst its distance from the' coast, is 
sAch as to place it, iii a great measure, beyond 
rfeadh of insult from an enemy. To state thfe 
laftffei'ai one of its advantages, may apipear' para-« 
ff&xical ih one- ivho has just related the particulars 
of ife captiiTeV btif the truth is, that this'c^pture 
was bit^ught aboiit' more by the extrettie folly df 
fXi^Atiiericin government, and their abstiltl con- 
fidencfetTiat' ft' Would nevdr be attieniptfed, thdii by 
tHiy 6i\itT ' tavise: ' Had "the efriergcfncy been c6h- 
l^inpldted, and ih a proper m^htier ptot^ded against^ 
^ llid any ' skill • alrid courage bi^eii " displayed 
iii fetkfdilig thie ptogrfeSs bf 6'dr %o6ps, the de- 
ljT^;'?F-f6rtnfccI' at allJ'Votfld ^havd^ been either 

lMfe4otdP'cJ^kructiot?W'tlfi^M'irterS^^ - - ' - '' 

'^^Jlde btfier infaiit'^6M'sj^ i^ is^'bit/Mlttl^' oVM^ 

i«lent^d ^Wi finfe'AiuiTAifigs I 'fW/^kfeept- m' SeiiM 

rh^'tm^im^.XSt Mmr \^is,^an'Mii!(Je df ^t 
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beauty. It stood, where its ruins wyw stand, upon, 
a mound called the Capitol hill, and near a triflmg 
stream named the Tiber ; from which circumstances, 
these modern republicans are led to flatter them^ 
selves, that the days are coming when it will rival 
in power and grandeur the senate-house of am^ent 
Rome herself. It was built entirely of fiee-stonei 
tastefully worked and highly polishc^l ; and, i^ 
$ides its numerous windows, was lighted from the 
top by a large and handsome cupola. Perhaps it 
could not be said to belong to any decided style 
of architecture; but its tout-ensemble was light, 
airy, and elegant. After traversing a wide and 
spacious entrance-hall, you arrived at the foot of 
a handsome spiral hanging staircase ; on the right 
of which were two magnificent apartments, one 
above the other, which were occupied as sitting 
chambers, by the two houses of representatives). 
From these branched oiF several smaller rooms, 
fitted up as offices, and probably used as such by 
the various officers of the state. On the right of 
the staircase, again, were two other apartments jequal 
in size to those on the left, with a like number 
of smaller rooms, branching off from them. These 
were furnished as a public library, the two larger 
being well stocked with valuable books, principally 
in modern languages, and the others filled with 
archives, national statutes, acts of legislature; &c. 
and used as the private rooms of the librariaas^^ » 



The President's hquscy on t^e other hand, though, 
I&dwiae a public building, was remarkable for no^ 
things except the want of taste exhibited in its 
structure. It was small, incommodious, and plain j; 
in no respect likely to excite the jealousy of a 
iKople' peculiarly averse to all pomp or parade, even 
iH/theif chief magistrate. Besides these, there were 
a|tt) ar custom-house, several t^anking-houses, and 
a school oroqllege, all claiming to themselves the 
distinqtion of public works ; but in them there was 
a pUaiuiiess amounting almost to coarseness and a 
getieralair of republicanism, by no means imposing; 
If »you ask m^ respecting the number of inhabit* 
ants which Washington contains, I coi^fess th^^t I 
cftnnot pretend to answer the question with any 
exaqlaiess, but from the extent of ground covered by 
what is considered as, the town, I should say sqipe- 
whene about sfxty thousand. George-town, ihp 
quarter where the President's house stood, is coin- 
pact and. regular, containing, I should conceive, at 
least twenty thousand souls withii]i itself; nor can 
flip population. of the other quarter^ be estimated 
at less: than double that number* : . 

- * Such • is« the city of Wa&bingtoji, , pf whi(;h our 
kasty and unfriendly visit did. not aJlow, us to t^I^p 
9. ve^iy nifinute. aocounfti. J return, therefore, to 

ioiir Own* (fnoViementSf '^-i.. -.',-Mii^'< . 
^'/Jhatfinsibated aboye, thatuowr^tfiopps wpre. this 

d*y lf»pfe ft* ! nmchi tog(^eo ips ? j>9s?i^P i HPP» ^ \\^^ 
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Cftpitol hilL But it was not alone on account ^f 
the* ccmipletion of their destructive lal:K)urs, that* 
this/ was ^one. A powerful anny of Ameri^ns^ 
already began to show themselves upon- some- 
heights, at the distance of two or three miles from* 
the city; and as they sent out detachmentSiiof 
borse'even to the very suburbs, for the purpose of 
watching our motions, it would " have been uH€fetfe- 
to Ipermitmore straggling than was absolutely !fte-* 
€p$s%ryv Thti army which we had overthrown tiie- 
&q?«4>efore, though defeated, was far from annihi- 
latedi; >aiid having by this time recovered ita^panic,. 
bega&^ to concentrate itself in our front; siiiid 
presJEinibed quite as formidable an ' appearance ' as 
cvicn^^ ,We learnt, also, that it was joined by a con- 
^fiderableibrce from the back settlements, which bad 
anived too late to take part in the action^ andtkhe 
TC^oct W4S, that both combined, amounted to cvearly 
twebi^: thousand men. .:•!'). 

Mi Whcdier or not it was their intention to^ attack, 
ilpatinot > pretend to ^aay, because it was noon be- 
fons tbey ahbwed themselves |- and soon a;^iljer, tyifaen 
temetbing like a' moveinent could bet discerned in 
their ranks, the sky grew suddenly dark^< and ^tibe 
most tremendous hurricane, ever remembered by 
the oldest inhabitant in the place, came on. Of 
the prodigious force of the wind, it is impossible 
for you to form any conception. Roofs of houses 
were torn off by it,^ and whisked into the air like 
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sheets of paper ; while the rain which accompanied 
it, resembled the rushing of a mighty cataract, 
rather than the dropping of a shower. The dark- 
ness was as great. as if the sun. had long set, and 
the last remains of twilight had come on, occa- 
sionally relieved by flashes of vivid lightning 
breaming through it, which, together with thfe 
noise of the wind and the • thunder, the crash of 
falling buildings, and the tearing of roofs as they 
were stript firom the walls, produced the most ap^ 
palling effect I ever have, and probably ever shalli 
witness. This lasted for nearly two hours without 
intermission ; during which time, many of the 
houses spared by us, were blown down ; aud thirty 
of our men, besides several of the inhabitants,.buried 
beneath their ruins. Our column was as completely 
dispersed, as if it had received a total defeat ; sorrte 
of the men flying for shelter behind walls and 
buildings, and others falling flat upon the ground-, 
to prevent themselves from being carried. away by 
the tempest ; nay, such was the violence of the 
wind, that two pieces of cannon which stood upoa 
the eminence^ were fairly lifted from the ground; 
and borne several yards to the rear. 
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When the hurricane had blown over, the /camp 
nf theAinerioui9^a|q)earQd to he im us great a atate 
0£>GpiiifiteiiQa a»4iur.a^ could either {^ty 

jpwover idiemselvts sufficiently, dunng the >re»t; pf 
tfaeday^ to try the "fortune of a battle^ M'0|^/thU» 
tiSencrad^ Bx^es^ did oiot fail to take advantageu He 
loflul uheady attamod ;aU that he could ho^} aiid 
pMmpa 4»)0]:« tban'heofigmally expected to attain ; 
cbn^equecitly^. tOt(ric& another, action^ would only 
bd ito «pill .hlo^di'for no »pubrp06e« Whatever might 
be the issue of 4Qie x^ntest^ he could derive frdm it 
no advantage^ ^j[f he weire victorious, it wouMnot 
itestroy th& neoessity which exislied of evacuatyig 
Washington j if di^fedted^ hi^ ruin was oertainti To 
avoid fightittg was, tiierefore^- his object^ and per- 
]|li{>s be owbl its accomplishment to the fojtuoate 
•cicburrence of the ^tdrm. • Be thaty however, as it 
iftay, a retreat wa* resolved -lapon; -and' we>iiow 
only waited for night, to put the Tesoluticmiinto 
'pmotice.' "■ ■ * ''■• » < »•' «'. »?• 

There was, however^ one ^difficulty to> be » sur- 
mounted in this proceedings Of the w^duifded, 
many were to ill^ as to preclude all poi^ibiliiyiof 



WASHINGTOK. 18S| 

their removal, and to leave them in the hands of 
an enemy whom we had beaten, was rather a mor- 
tifying anticipation. But for this there was no 
help ; and it now only remained to make the best 
arrangements for their cotiifort, and to secure for 
them^ as far as could be done, civil treatment from 
tb$ Americans. - ^ ., // 

It chanced, that among other iprisonefs^tokdfttt 
Bladensburg, was Commodore Barney, an AmencMi 
officer of much gallantry a^nd high sense of lu)a0m. 
Bemg himself bounded, be was the more likdj>rtD 
fbel for those who were in a similar coadit»Q!Dy?alaid 
having received the kindest treatment . from lew 
medical attendants, as long as he contiiiued | ut)dc|r 
their hands, he became, without solicibatipn^ ithje 
friend of his fellow-sufferers. To him, asj welLas 
to the other prisoners, was given his pasole, jaiad;tb 
his care were our wounded, in a pecuiliar manner, 
intcusted, a trust which he received wifib thenrt* 
most willingness, and discharged with;th& w^ 
praiseworthy exactness^ Aipnong other terms,/ it 
wasiagreed between him and General Bjoa$, t^t 
such ofour people as were left behind, shouldiJbe 
considered as prisoners of war, and should bo. ce^ 
stored taus^ as soon as they were able to IraMel; 
when he and his countrymen would, in exchange 
be released from their engagements. », { ; 

< As soon as these arj^angements, we];e comple^isd, 
and darkaess had com^ Wy.tb^ thirci bi:ip{^ 



l4d WASftlNGTON/ 

♦ - • • ^ " 

i^hich Wa* posted in the rear of our army,' begarf 
it*' red-cJati Then followed the guns, afterw^tfd* 
tibe sfeebhd, and last of' all the light brigade,^ 
ejt^etly 'reversing thi^ order Whith had been ihaifi^ 
tamed during thef advance; ' Instead of in advanced^ 
gtJBird, l!his 'last now* fumifthed a patty to cover the 
r6(i#eat, and the whole procession was closetl by^ 
ttUtf Counted driver*. i. ^i 

^*»It*being*riratter 'of gteat iinportance to decdre 
tfti&fenerny^ alid td prevent pursuit; the Tear of the' 
(^htttrti did riot q<iit its grouiid upon the Ciaipitol 
tlBi^'late ho*?. During the day, an order hfttf 
been issued that none of the inhabitants siMtild 
b«paBfeft>ih"tH« streets after eight o'clock; and as 
ftar i readers *ibst- taeti obedient, this order 'vtHi 
p!imt^i^~>a.it^s6tA<to.'- All the horses ' belbtiging 
m diflfeiicnt/effifceWs, liSd' likewise been removed to 
*^J^Wglg(ttiijn(if»*>tts&ny'bhe allowed tb ndi; 
few «lief^i«bf >^vfe«'themtaf>lmg of hoofe-shbUld 
tSLtSt& MkSpfteiOtfi' 'Thei'fiWls were trimm^, arid 
ntttd*«'tir'feteM'bt4g<ht>'!and' fiid enoug^h'teft to 
isiep ii'^^^W^foM^me \t6vitB',' and finally, -abbut 
Hatf-pasle niiK^ tAStofcfe/^tfe^'tfoops'fortnfed in iritfrdh- 
iti|giOrdtef,i%'qd ■ttdViedJofi'' i'li 'the 'moist pro Rlfflid' 
silence. Not a word was spoken, iiOr d' Shii^fe W* 
di*1difilPp«Tnitted lo^tiftp otteSntehotit bf hii^lace, 
^ed^-!^ik>'^&Wi^^ pis^**ialtttig 'tfcie Streets pe'tf^dtly 
v^iMct^^ttl^fiUmd'^ tbWn'WithoUt'atiy &\kTtn 
^m^'^y^m^i^mk Wil!l> i^^^tie that o^r-^^e^ \vas 
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none of the most tardy ^ consequently it was «npjt 
loi;^ before we jeached /the groupii which rhad 
bepn occupied by the other 'hJl^igadfis. Here w^ 
foup4^^^^^^d lin^ of fires blazing in (^eis^me 
n\^nnier a3 ):hose deserted by Qur&elv|^si ^nd ,1^ 
same precautions, in every respect^,, adqpt^^ %f>Mz 
duce , a belief that our army was still quiet. i.iE^ 
yond these, again, we found two or thrie^^olitaj^ 
fires, placed in such order as to i^eseipble jbliosf ;of 
a phain of piquets. , In s^iort, the decep4s>lliviWfltii 
sp wjslbmanaged, that^ven we ow^€^Q9^\)miil^\'^% 
first dojibtful whether the resbjof ^he troops jjjirtjr 
withd^'awn,; r. .,;i ^ i,:;;'i .i> )!j>^r '('j.-^kj 

JBy the time we reached' •thei^oun^i'whese-D^r? 
terday's battle had beenr.foughti .tiUe <nii)Qi|rrow^ 
and exhibited a spectacJjB by » pQ,fl>f^*i.^e^afe«^ 

The dead were still u^b^lIk4 ,«B4itl8)5/*fe^ft>i» 
eypiy direction, pomplete\y Ji^e^n. T^ey-h^ hf^ 
st;ripped even of their sljii^tg^iaBKjvbaKingofeeeft mfi 
pQ^d in th^ state to th^e viqjfnt rai^iriftjito m^*»^ 
ing, iljey appeared to be bleaft)i«i4cjtcx>*i**)^j ufllfmr: 
tpr^l .degree, of >vhiteaess.^>,n'ShQ< )i?ftt|/#fli4 ifSSI 
togpt^bfir, hpd Ukpwip^ a%fftedt:t^l^ iftiS ^^fmU 
n^awfi; ;, .ai»d lije smell which'^^seg ftpftn^tfefrioigbl? 

,i;hfir« ^is } ppm^tjjwg,^^, jiij. ^^, ,9, mmm-mj^hJ^h 

10^, ^p):U^s^9,m jm^J^M^ ^w^drg^t^^^^j^ri 



<44 BlrJlDEySBtJkG. 

sidfel You mayl^ok at Uiem, perhatps^ for aii<iiB^ 
stafit,* bat youclo b6 almost without being yourself 
k^nite of* it, so ' completely are your • thoughts fcar- 
nCtf'n^wdy by the excitation of the moment^ and 
%^'iiti(HitB of yow companions^. But when'^ott 
ittWfe to' view the dead in an hour of calmlieai^ 
ift'tplKjd as they generally are, you cannot help rc^ 
iikWibfe'ring how frail may have been the covering: 
#h?tb satbd * yourself' from being the loathsome 
tliin(g bh *which you are now gazing. For myself, 
I'Mcoitrffess that these reflections rose within iny 
xtSnd 'in the present occasion; and if any one 
shidiifd say, that, similarly situated, they wou«ld 
WStrise^iti his, I should give him no credit for a 
stfp6*'ittl* dtegree of courage 'but might perhaps 
tS^ftiyriiifed to despise him for his want of the com- 
tiidcr ibeKngs of a * reasonable being. • » 

^'^^Itt'BIfedensburg,the brigade halted for art hour, 
WHfly thoi^ itre« who had thrown away theirknap- 
'Sftfey^idiiaeavouved to Recover them. During this 
ittttfifVal; I'itrolled 'Up to a house which had 'been 
*C8fiftffertfed ittto ah' hospital, and paid a hasty Visit 
''ta'tJife'%'6u*dcd. 1 foundt in^ great painj«and 
^^t^bf thettt deeply affected at the^* thought 'tof 
HKiiKg albandoned by their comrades, and left^to^the 
^iW5i*yrif their :en Yet, 'in theiir appneken- 

tfiSott^of ^ evil treatment ftxnn the* AmericaBs, the 
^Wiftivt-piroved that they had done inj0stiee>tQ tiiat 
people ; who were fomid' ■ to^ possi^s at deast i»ne 



generous trait in their character^namely^ tfasit ot^);^ 
having kindly and attentively to ddeir^priSQlierff,.-,, 
< As soon as the stragglars' had i^tuined to. thi^^ 
ranks^ we again moved' on/ iroq tilling tp -inaFC^ 
withoat once stopping to trest, dmrngitheiiwlfiQ^fif 
the night. Of the fatigue of . a night nmrch, V^i^ff^ 
but those who have experienced vitj,;il$n f^jp^ j;)^)^ 
smallest conception* Oppressed with .(thSi/flipi^ 
intolerable drowsiness, we were ob^olvLU^ly ^^p^^^f^ 
upon our legs ; and if any (^eck 9.t thet be^d ^\thp 
column caused a momentary delays. t^e>rQ^,^DV^ 
instantly covered with men fast. a^lepp^ , Jt M^gf^ 
nerally acknowledged, that noinqlinatiQi^JsfWj^^ 
ficult tO; resist, as the inclinatioli tsot sleep j; )l^ 
when . you are compelled not » oplyj t;Q bq94;,|]i|p 
against this, but to struggik ^^o^iwi^ , w?aFW^f> 
and to walk at the same timo^il^is* ^cai^ljir pQ^M^ 
.to hold out long. £y!jsef\rQn^ p'.doQk' Anj l4>e mtprn- 
ipgj itiwas therefore ah3oi«it0lyi^;efieSftMyrit« PflW*P> 
^because i numbear s ihad .^airfad^ i^mi ^hi^d,;^ 9Bj^ 
.Uttmbcars more were ready Jo (fQlliiW](tl?i^iiI e^^wip]^; 
rwheurtiarowing purs!eive»iupani t^ gfrpjiB^u^llfflffls^t 
inf*he«^nte)0]cder iaA\*lahjiwftiad!flpj?^5%|?^ 
ithail^fiireimuBiates there jl^Tias^^ftpfoft swgljp W^^^Pfi^ 

<^e>tbilotghaut tlbe whoW>h?ifa4fen.>P^ftWS^iiff??P 
offtou^ afcation«d> Wid c^n«i^J^j>|?i$)^i^)^^ 
aw i^esfewa& granted, /b^ ew^$x>%sp,,^hif,,eft^ 
amiy resemW«d ^Im^^^^ \^^%,s^j^^^a^/3^ 
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. . In thU situation ^ve remai n^ till i npoQ» ;wb^ dv^ 
w^e again roused to continue the retreat. Tbou^ 
thejsun was. oppressively powerful,, we moved; oq 
ivithout resting till dark,, when having, arpivedijit 
our old position near Marlborough, we halted ^(m 
the night During this day's march,., w^^jw^ 
jqin^ by ^umbers of n^ro slaves, who iinploff4 
M$ tip talce them along with w, offering to^4^i^^ 
eil^ex as soldiers ^ or sailors, if we would butjgiMf^ 
them their liberty ; but as G^iieral Ross -perwted 
i^ protecting private property of every descriptioii, 
.few^pf ^them >vere fortunate enough to obtam i^itm 
wishes/ : . : 

. We had i\ow. proceeded a distance ofi thitty-^&ve 
miles, and began to consider ourselves beyond) ^he 
danger of pursuit .The remainder of the v^'etfieql^ 
was therefore conducted with more kisure^.QiVTv 
next march carrying us no farther.than Nattii]^lolin^< 
.wh^re we remained during an entire day,'fi)r,>tte 
purpose of resting the troopsu It cannot^ baww«^> 
be said, that this resting time wai^ spent in iiileiiMA. 
Agun-brig^ witha.number of sbaps^ .launclie%«bid 
loiig boats,^ had made;their way iup the utraatn^mnA 
wcc^^t anchor opposite to the tovtnJ ..QnhMfA 
t)K. former were icarried such of> (be? wonadod «^ 
h«4 been : Able to ti^vel^ whiJfe thi^riakter ir^re 
loaded with flour and.tobacco, the only sp^il wfabh 
yf^fyjandk possible to ^hring off* .. , • . 

While, the infantry, were tlxus/iemptoyed^..the 



ST. BENEDICT*?. 145 

o^alyy was^ sent bsck u fkr as Marlborough, tp 
diiloover wii^her there \tnehe any Amerftatt forces 
in pursuit ; audit \t^as:well for the few stragglers 
npFho had been left behind, that this re6bgnrrtuice 
wtt • iMde. Though there appeared - to be no dtis^ 
poskiofi on the part of . the American geiierkl to 
ifelloiii %»ur steps, and to harass the retieiit, the in^ 
habitants of that village, at the instigation ot <sl 
npueidioal practitioner called Bran, had risen in ahhs 
aasoon as we were departed; and falling upon 
such >hid«viduals as strayed from the^ doluihh, IpvCt 
seme of tiicmto death, aud tnaide otHers* prisohdfB. 
A soldier whom they had taken, and wJbaiiiiid 
i, gave ^is mformation to the troopers/ just 
th^ were about to return to head qiiart^hf*; 
upouwhieh they immediately wheeled- jab6tit,*aiitf 
gattoping^into the village, pulled the dbct^but^df 
faii^b^ (ibr it was: eoriy in the nmmiitg,y ^iid' bdtti-' * 
fNitiedifaiai^ by a threat of instant death^' to 'Hbenttk" 
i|ii.{Hisoil6nr;^ and mountuig^hkii betbfe'o&e ^rt]M6'^ 
party, biought him in triumph to the cat«p.> * * t" ' 
^ >'$lh»i#oimdedj ; the artillery, and pluiidef, bdiia^ 

SStkk we'teek tbe diieii^tioii of 8t.tBeiifMikN^'«,:%h^ 
w« aimMl/ withoiit smy^ advtotafie, At a \a^ fh^* 
iQ/the^eii^easingi. liere we again decupi^c^ tli<^^ 
^fmnidi ;of ; wiuchi we had' taken po^sti^sion^' HjA: 
first landing, passing 'the sight 'in -peffdct t(uletf ' 
aad>Di«Mtcby^ the^lckmt^ of thef fleet beitg-if^y 
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to receive us^ the regiments, one by one^ marched 
down^ the beach. We found the shore covered 
with sailors from the different ships of war, who 
welcomed our arrival with loud cheers ; and having 
contrived to bring up a larger flotilla than had baw 
employed in the disembarkationj^ they removed us 
within a few hours, and without the occurrence 
of an^ accident^ to our respective vessels. 

Having now detailed the particulars of this 
brilliant expedition, I may perhaps be pardoned, 
if I finish the present letter with a military review 
of the conduct of both armies during its con- 
tinuance. In doing so, however, I am far from 
iwishing to assume to myself any peculiar know- 
ledge in these matters. The remarks which I shall 
make, are exactly such as would be made by any 
man, whether. a soldier or not, possessed \pf the 
slightest degree of penetration ; because the errors 
committed, as well as the skill display ed,«.eve;a 
by the British general, were too apparent to escape 
notice. 

: To begin, then, with the conquerors. The great 
iOTix>r of General Ross appears to have been a w£int 
cyf sufficient confidence in himself^ . Nor is it sur- 
prising that he was thus diffident ; because,, though 
•Im officer of great courage and considerable .expe- 
rience, his service had been hitherto performed in 
a subordinate situation. As general of lu*igade 
inider Lord Wellington, he had no doubt. iearat 
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the art of war in an eixcellcnt school ; but he 
had, as .yet, learned only to obey; and beferg 
thus suddenly called upon to trust solely- to bb, 
own resources, it would have been strange 
had he not been in some degree apprehqusiye df 
the event. A general of brigade, j as every oric 
knows, is oppressed with no more responsibility 
than a colonel commanding a. battalion. Whiatw 
tver he is directed to do, must be done ; atid let 
th^ rtoult be what it will, he is in no shape ati-* 
swerable. But place the same man att the^head of 
an independent army, however trifling in point^of 
number, the case becomes completely changed ; 
since he feels that upon his determinations depend; 
not only the success, but the lives and safety lof 
his troops. There are few persons so gifte<2« by 
nature with the talents of a warripr, as not toi ex* 
perience, when first i brought into this situatio&V a 
degree of anxiiety which is sure to ptoduoe vaciUa^ 
tion. But in war there is nothing more likely than 
this to occasion fatal effects; since it is better .to 
I>ersi8t in a plan, though not thebesti than^ to 
distract the minds, of your soldiers by contiiwal 
changing. : Of diffidehce, General Ross .was : cerr 
tainly guilty^ and exhibited' it in the. loss^i &dt of 
three hours at Nottingham, and again, of ei^^ 
hours at Marlbotougbj It may be .said, /indeed, 
that ' unless the capture > pf rWashingtcoi: ^ iwasi : tl^ 
oftginsil} jBud' of the; inroad,, be ^ouldi nptjjbe 

l2 
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wkused of diffidence by pausing before he !iuid»rf 
^ook it. But to this I cannot agree; foecaus^j;a 
getieral ought to make up his mind iii a moment^ 
sod surely, three: hours afforded sufficient time £&p 
Ihat purpose : and the truth is;^ that the eapture^of 
Wfashingtpn was not the original end of the eai-* 
pedi tion. To destroy the . flotilla, was ' the vsoie 
fldt{|^ct of tl>^ disembarkation ; and but for tiiein-» 
stigfttions of Admiral Cockbum, who accompanied 
the army, the capital of America would probably 
liatV^e escaped its visitatioct'. It ^9^ . he,* whoy qq 
the retreat; of that flotilla from Nottingfaanr/ urged 
the necessity of a pursuit, which wase not agreed 
t» without some wavering ; and >it was he aim 
wiip suggested the attack upon Washihgtoay and 
iifeny prevailed on General Ross to venture so far 
fhwn the shtpping. 

: The next error which I am bound to sotice^ 
Was: displayed in the battle itself. The troopis 
tKreiib hurried into action after a long and toilsome 
inarch, without having time to close their' ranksi, 
or to cool tdieir pardied Ifps with water^ No at- 
iMiipt was made to discarer ar ford, by which they 
mtgbt cross the river, but they were led directly 
intfaefaceof a poweifut biMtery, to assauh^lAie 
irciy> centre of tfie enemy V position.. Had ^ the 
Americans been better troops, and in a higher state 
9df idbcrpline, the consequences of this rasluimpe- 
tiiosit^f must have beei¥ £ital; since our army 
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might have been attacked in detail, and each Im^ 
gade cut off singly, before the others could arrivri 
to its support. 

I mention this as a glorious fault, because \ttp^ 
peared that there was a ford near to the left of the 
AiBerican position. Now, had part 6f the arsTf 
siade a demonstration at the bridge, whilst the rest 
crossed by this ford, the attention of the enemy 
would have been drawn to two points instead of 
one; and their left, which after all was turned 
before the battle was won, might have been brokeii 
at once^ and the victory gained with half the loss.' 
Ill attacking an enemy's position, the greater 
number of points which you threaten, the mor6 
likely will yoii be to succeed. If> for example 
they behold columns moving upon their rigb^ 
their left, and centre, at the same time, it is dev 
that they will be unable to change their present 
o^r, because they cannot tell upon wh^t point 
tbe Deal assault is tO' fall ; whereas, if ydu advaiKje 
in one body, they see instantly where ganger 
is to be apprehended, and weaken the re$t of theit 
line, that they may o{^)ose it Again, the pre- 
dpitaticy with' which tlie troops were hurried 
into fire, prevented the possibility of maintaining 
dose or firm lanks^ The consequence was, that 
they could make no h^ against a <;harge, and ha4 
the Americans only followed them up,^ when the^ 



£^ ]b^k,\ the destriiCtjioi3[ of tlie light bogade 
i^pijild have been inevltabk. : . . 

Against all this it may be urged^ that nodiuigi 
damps^ the coura;ge- of an enemy s6 'much a3 your 
ajipearing to despi^^e them ; and/ that in war, moce 
^f^^ds upon celerity of movement, than on the 
9jal?ulation of chances. Tte truth of both proposH 
tipp&lfiilly allow, but I cannot say that I perceive 
•^eir weight on the. present . occasion. Tot have 
ippwined quiet all : night, for the piiipose of 
^tpiLcking at' day-lureak next morning, would uu- 
gtiestioi^a^iy h9^ve been improper ;• but to halt for 
a^nipgle hour, could have produced no fatal delays 
would huve refreshed the men, .and < given time 
^i^i'^^1^^ to come up,, and might hi^ve been 
ppftbably attended by: the discovery bf the ford^ 
Xcti after all, it is absurd to argue against the 
4^pQ3i;tion of r a battles which has been gained. 
$ui(?cessjui»tifies.lihe measures adopted for securmg 
ijkj I ^iKd whether those of General Eoss were the 
most iprudent or not, that they succeeded was^be- 
ySottd idl question* » . ; i... 

-t^Having now stated what I thought his errors, I 
iB^t.be permitted,. likewise, to stati his excellent 
t^itjSi iln Che choice of ground for halting, in theorder 
bothof advancing and retreating^ Siod in the itapidity 
bf his motions as soonas his plan wsls arr£lnged> he 
dfi^ayed the skill of an able* leader. ; Noman 
could possess more of a soldier's eye in examining 
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a country, than General Ross ; and in what little 
manoeuvering the circumstances permitted, he ei^hir; 
bited the proficiency of one well practised in the 
arts of campaigning. It will be recollected, th^b 
on the 2Sd, the day previous to the battle, Wje 
fell in with a strong body of the enemy, to de- 
ceive whom, we wheeled off from the main road^^ 
and took the direction of Alexandria. The bait 
took completely; for this party was in fact the 
advanced guard of the main army. Thinking that 
Alexandria, and not Washington, was threatened^ 
the American general abandoned a strong positioD» 
which he had seized on tlie main road, harasaed 
his troops by a needless march towards that town ; 
and discovered his mistake, only time enough to 
occupy the heights of Bladensburg a very few 
minutes before we came in sight. 
- With respect to the Americans, criticism ne- 
cessarily degenerates into unqualified censuipe. 
Erom the beginning to the end of the affair, they 
acted in no one instance like prudent or sagacious 
men. In the first place, they ought on no account 
to have risked a general action in an open country, 
however strong and steep; and secondly, they 
deserved to suffer much more than they did, for 
permitting an enemy's army to penetrate beyond 
Nottingham. In allowing us to land without 
op{X)sition, they were perhaps guilty of no gre&it 
esror :; but 83 soon as we had landed, instead of 
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cikiceBtratiiig their fenM mione ^plaoe,' the^mai^t 
to I have barassed iis-^with .contiaoal skittniriiiog^;^ 
filled ^ trees ont eaxsh side^ and throMm^them -adrcM^ 
tii^droad; dug dcQp ditches at certain int6(rvatetp 
in^Qhort,' to haVe^adopted^themode of ^mJt&ii^to 
wbich their own ' habits, as well as the ^ niMtitee laif ^ 
thm'^pduntry, ini?ited them. .: jr. r t>-.r^H' 

' In America, every iuian is a shot from hWrvbi^» 
boyhpoddy andrev^ry pfian ser^ies: in/theimilittti; 
bitft tb bpii^ an army of raw.militia^men, lioiireyeir 
ebgQe^i^:^they aiiight be^aB/sh^^^^ tntaat&irfieM 
agiiill^f(rQ]^bti» troops^ conid end'tn^noihingMib:. 
ieff0Ju v'^ Whan t two . Knes ' oppose leaok otherp yery . 

ridua}i3^«ike^aiiiu ^^Iti^^dQ tfaatdiQ'faabii;tQ>fmdti^ 
ingiiiflv iOoaipBrf, the-^oonfidi^nce'^ whioh i^bdU ukan/' 
fedis ia bis €ompatio%, and i tile rapidity aBdigadi* 
ortioD^ tiiB^Aifrhich'idiffeiicant nsovements^ qai^ IqeilOKeH 
ct|(|fH]^)^Me'(alonev*^f 'real 'service. Butjtputitlfcw : 
rawi miUtia^tnen imtb ^dlidc woods, and • seildi}?oi|ic • 
regvibqf ttoopd to xUifye^them .ov^^yowmRrimtno*^ 
dialel|y^iose^aU)i]ae<adhranto^ of disd|9iiii^.aod 
ire^boKl yotir ^barfetleito iso many AUiglejcombats^M ^d i 
V jflter^, tbtttdSorQ^ilay t^ni ^asat pxror y had th^ > 
leftiiiUlt:learj andpennitted osr to* advaooe 'a8<;fef/' 
asiiA;>ttitighami(then hroheniiip^ tho msi^WB^ !W^> 
vared them with trees, it would hav0 .bed0« iiiipo^. 
iiibte;for>Usr'to gba>:st^p'beya]Mt^ . Asmoa^i^aartbii^ 
Irafti ftfictotedi ^tbi|p;^ .diight} ihave > 9feirmidfiedi^ith;4;i4> 



iq fwnt, and kepft oitr attention ^live with past tt0 
their toOQp3,>frhUe the rest, ncquaintedaa they daufet- 
lem were with every inch q£ the country,. had {^ 
ipto-our rear, and, hy a similar. mode of proceedings 
ciUt ojBTaur reti^eat Tlius we should have been takbni 
ic^ca jnarcr, from which we could not extricate oar* 
selves, and should have been obliged, jnall- pxoH 
babUity^ to surrender at discretion•^ . ;, ' •. : i /:: 
. But ttiiis, obvious and natntral plan of defenciei 
theg» chose tc^ reject, and determined to tarust all tn^ 
the^fiiteof a battle. And here,: again, ithe^ww^ 
guilty of a monstrous error, in not occupying the 
town of Bladensburg with part of their forced 
The; most open village, if resolutely def^^oded, will 
cost 'many men before it falls ; whereas Bladen^ 
burghs being composed of substantial brick bouses^ 
mightjiare been imatntained &>r hours against i^i 
ourweffiwtSi. In the -next place, they displayed 
great: want of military knowledge in the disposition 
ofihc^h their infantry and artillecy.'^ /There 'waw'. 
not^dn tthe whole, space of their line, a single pooiidt 
wbeoe Mi ememy would be exposed to a cross fireu 
The troope were drawn up in three! straight lioeet,! > 
like^fib nrany regiments upon a gala parade | while 
theguns were used as connecting links to a. chain, 
being ^posted in the same order, by ones and twos, 
at e^ry* interval. > • .- •>■ 

In rmaintaioing themselves^ likewise, when a^ 
tacked^ they exhibited neither skill nor resolution* 



M(4 



ST.' b&kepict's. 



Of tiie personal courage of the Americans, there 
can be no doubt ; they are, individually taken, as 
brave a nation as any in the world. But they are 
not soldiers ; they have not the experience nor the 
habits of soldiers. It was the height of folly, 
therefore, to bring them into a situation where no- 
thing except that experience and those habits will 
avail ; and it is on this account that I repeat what 
I have already said, that the capture of Washing- 
tott was more owing to the faults of the Americans 
themselves, than to any other cause. 
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While the army was thus actively employed, the 
fleet did not remain idle. A squadron of frigates^ 
with two bomb ships, under the command of Cap"< 
taini Gordon, of the Sea-horse, . penetrated up the 
Potomac, and appeared before Alexandria.. The 
whole of the militia of the district was at this time 
called away for the defence of the capital, conse* 
quently no place could be less prepared to resist an 
invader, than that city. A party accordingly 
landed from the ships without opposition, and 
having destroyed the barracks, public works, and 
all the cannon which they found on shore, they 
seized a number of schooners and other small craft, 
then lying in the harbour, and loading them with 
flour and tobacco, to a considerable amount, pre- 
pared to rejoin the fleet in the bay. 

But by this time the country was alarmed; a 
detachment was sent from the main army, and 
bemg joined by the reserve of militia, it was de- 
termined to intercept the squadron on its return. 
With this view, several pieces of heavy cannon 
were mounted upon a steep part of the bank, 
where the river, in making an angle, narrows con- 
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stderably in its channel. Thither^ also^ hastened 
krge bodies of infantry, and before the frigates 
had begun to weigh anchor, nearly 5,000 txien 
were assembled to prevent their passage. :tu 

Of these preparations Captain Gordon did not 
long remain ignorant; nor was he backward: in 
mUcihg the best arrangements possible to ns^etthis 
danger^ . fiy shifting the ballast in eaehl of tli^ 
veasds ehtirely to one side^ he caused them/ta lidali 
in^iuph a 'manner as thaJt theiv: artillery ioouAl^fbei 
di^vatedto/a surprizing degree, and the^bottsisii 
OMQ to the snmmit of the hilL: The- guns :^w^e 
theo stulFed^ rather than loadedyi with grtrpe^risM) 
atid musk^t>4baUs ; and the sbips^: takings theitwt^^ 
tioi^^MOording to^their draft of jwateat^^ithe Hg^esit 
keeping ^strest to the enemy's shore, setsail^ aad^ 
fkvo'ur^d^ by a leading breeze, ^slood leisuDely}]|^»w«f 
the^riy^n- • *- • *.' /= ..■ :•[;»':■.» -. •''«••!• 

/:As soon as they arrived within. tangable>>dis^ 
ta;Qoe^ a brisk ^oannonadewds^openedi upon them 
fifom the heights, ahd the whole of theUnfaistrjr 
aippeared in line along' the brow of i^e leminenoiBL: 
Eegardless of these formidable salutatibnsf, lihe 
ihips oontinued to hold, their courstt^ . withbut 
etenging their order^ or returning a shotv till.ltoey 
ij&whed the. base of the hill iipmi' which the io^ 
farntry- stood, and received a volley of miislartry 
ifiita their decks. Thei^, indeed/ thciy aniru^red 
thefifef and^,:i^itl) sucb effisct/it^t. at.tlteiifiisC 
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broadside t^ eneony^d guus^'^^re ikan<i6iied^'Wi4 
thdrinfantry took to flight. The Amecicans huci 
persuaded themselves that no sliip couldpoiat her 
guns so a^ to reach the top of the; hilt; aod iundef 
this idea had drawn up ^theiF trpops along %h^ 
ridge iwith the intention of overawing > the* s^iisiii 
dMn by a display of their Bumbers^ • fiat, in i^q 
event they found themselves mistaken, ; for sq /M^ 
had Captain Gordon arranged matters^, that i)Qt»% 
aingle^ shot feH under its : mark; and »tl}eieoQSfh 
^fuencewas, that, prepared as the^shipsi vfereffyf 
tiie occasion, a. shower of balls o£^^everf-sim'ism4 
description '■ cam e - amongst tl^tn^ bnck ] ia$ %4 it 
"Wfts impossible to withstands AiiifiongleirbtQad^ 
^de ^wds sufficient to> secure the ^ sftfi^; »f]assag^;f pf 
Ms)>s<lpiadron; •but with ^^s^ Captain G«QrdQai.{WM 
not teoiitented« - * Seeing the enciBy s 'dni veni < £vqM 
their cannon, be immediately landed hi& naarine^ 
spiked' the guns, and blew up the eof^pesise n^agar 
2mtt} HWihen^ having received fthem>i^U s^felyxiOMi 
bootid ^gain, ^he continued >hi»^v!oy9git, ^aaidif<ref 
gained/ the> Chesapeake without fuitber nK)lei^tiif»r 

' ^tihiiOr waa^^ this the only operation inr ^hichnthe 
tiavyi were employ^i.' Cruising about in evedfy 
diiir6ptio|)^(diey threatened the whole Ime of >coasi4 
firaiMdneeaBi^tranceto^ the. very head of thebag^j; 
^vdtbps kept tfaie^'Americaiis in -^ai constant st«j|^ 
t^ alann;< > Whe^evet * a; < &ivauri^l^: ^oppof tuiui^ 
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piesebted ksd^ parties landed^ pluisdereA x}r diet 
Mniyed the govemment stores, laid toV(njs.ai<d 
districts under contribution, and brought off all 
the shipping which could be reached. In a woitl, 
the hostilities carried on in the Chesapeai|:e tt- 
aembled the expeditions of the ancieht IiMu99 
against Great Britain, rather than a niodertiiiWdr 
between ci vilified nations. But these h^l^a^yui^r 
cursions, though generally successful, wetj^ !fio|t 
always performed without loss to the invddei^. 
IMkny men and some officers were killed a^nd 
wounded, amoi^ whom was Captain Sir Pinter 
Parker, of the Menelaus frigate, an office 'distylr 
guished for his gallantry, and knowledge of naval 
tactics. Having learnt that an encampment pf^OQ 
men and six pieces of cannon had been foi^oied^ ;at 
Idle distance of a few miles from the b&nksof the Po- 
tomac, and about nine leagues below Alexandria^ be 
determined, with part of his ship's crew, to surprise 
it^ and to capture the guns. Running his frigate 
with this view up the river, lie cast anchor oppo- 
site to the place where the American forces J^y ; 
and leaving on board only a sufficient number -of 
aailors.to manage the ship, and to guard against 
surprise, with the rest, amounting to 200 seamen 
and marines, he landed, and marched rapidly ta 
wards the enemy's camp; But intelligence of his 
proceedings had already reached them!; ^jpatmles 
of horse havering continually along the cioa$t for 
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the purpose of watching the motions of our fl^et 
Wheii, therefore, he arrived at the point of destir 
nation, he foiwd the bivouack deserted, and the 
rear-guard in full retreat. With these a little skir^ 
mishing ensued, and he received a rifle b^l in th6 
thigh. Not suspecting that the wound was daur 
gerous, he continued to push forward, till he fdl 
exhausted from loss of blood ; when, on examin- 
ing .the hurt, it was found that the f^nicit^ 
artfiry was cut ; and befo^ any proper assistance 
could be afforded, he literally bled to death. Se^ 
ing their leader killed, and the enemy retiring 
apparently with the design of dmwing them aw&y 
from the coast, the sailors now halted ; and taking 
up their dead commander, returned to the river 
without having been able to effect any^ tMng 
which might, in any degree^ console them folr 
their lofi3^ 

In the mean time the army continui^d, for $ome 
days, quietly on board th^ ships in the Patuxettt 
The wounded, whose cases appeared most despe- 
rate, were removed to vessels fitted up for«t^tr 
reception, and sailed, some for Halifax, and otheijs 
;for England. The dispatches were likewise made 
QUt, and; sent off in the Iphigenia, whilst a sort df 
breathing time was given to those who had been 
lately so actively employed. While this sabbaHi 
continued^ I amused myself by landing; ^md, 
. und^r the pretext of shooting, strolled, sometimes 



fkrtlic^r Up the country thau prMeskce ^xwi^y^wmi^ 
ranted^ The: houses and villas, upon .the ^omwr 
^ate blanks of the ^iver, I fouad umv^midfy'd^^ 
serted, and diorougbly plundered^- TheMc^cn^ 
however, was uninjured, and even flocks. o^i^t^hM^ 
were seen grazing^ within a short distancei 4)1* Jtlie 
water, protected only by negro slaves. X)f'tb090 
iM>ne were taken without an equivalent bei/tf^^ 
faithfally paid^ as if they had bee^ sold/m.ittbe 
lAarket-place of New York ; a ^cumstanee yfAmk 
^favoured the belief that the houses had bwoMittii^ 
taieked^ not by the Britkh- troops, brnt^by-theiobft^ 
bitants themselves. Whether it waj»'reaUjpfM4Mr 
iffiitl cannot say^ but this I know, that &piiittbe 
tiiiie of oup arrival in the Chesapeake^ ^ftU^^actolif 
ill^vidual plunder or violence were strii^y ffih 
i^itedy and severely punish^ » rv^ ^ -^»\t« 
But this appearance of ruin and desertion' -^^ 
tended not more than a mile^ or two« from, the coa«t; 

Beyond that, I Ibund the cottages occupted*tlJ^b<^ 
o^nerS) sind eveiy^thing remaining as«i£ nor ^^iwd?^ 
were withiti a hundred miles. The^youngcjaiiipp, 
iikleed, were generally absent^ • because :^5E^;49aii 
fit to bear arms was now .sepving with>tbei^MFBil|r^ 
but the- old n>ea and the ^v^myen seemed to li^Chw 
comfortably as if the most profound ||6Me'4Mkd 
reigned throughout the^State^ «;'Kor^4i4i4 £i9d 
ih&xi altogether '.so hostile to our interest ag. 14^ 
expected. They pcQfessed take Fedcp:ali«ta;v9iid 



tJwwgh^they i^egr^tted the events t)f the war, they 
hhimed'their wirn riiters for its commencemetttj 
^Bttnptedibythis^show of quifetness I one day tott^ 
i^fimed my walk t& a greater distance from the 
teftthan I had yet ventured to do. My sierviiS* 
Wans with me; but had no arms, and I wais artrieHJ 
fMrVy with a double-barrelled fowlmg^piece. Hw^ 
ttig wearied my^df with lookinig for game, ihd 
penetrated bej^ond my former land-mark, I cami 
suddenly upon a small hamlet, occupying a pieee 
of^ cltared ground in the very, heart of a' thtdk 
imkfd. '■ With this, to confess the truth, I wfts bf 
ne memns delighted, more especially a^' i percdviN} 
iw6 9t6ut looking men sitting at the door of 6ttft 
iffiSike oyttages. To retire, unobsetved, was,' httm^ 
ffvefj inipossiWe; becatisb the ruitlftig whfeh^^llttH 
made among the trees drew their attention, • ii^t«l 
thfey B«W me, probal>ly, befeire-i had seeh theui. 
Peteeiving that then-eyes^ werefixMupbfa'ilhd^ I 
dMieMiined to put af boM face* npon-^tWe miffcTi 
aMti^liflg aloud j as if to a party to halt, I ad* 
vttneed}^ with my serwnt, to>i^terds theib,' TKe^^ 
w*rfeAe*9e*fli sailors' ^jicketar atid t^iMrsers^' tt^ 
ix)8^t«t itty'*ppW»cfh, taking off their hats^tth 
much c?ii!Ttyv '^ On jloinM% tf*rt^ 1 (femahtod 
w^etlMt they ircl^ kot Englishmen/' and des^t&rt 
fi*rfi Ihe^fteet^ statifig that f \i'as%i *eatch'of 'fctvb 
p«»l>S€ftis ^ Very' nfdch- answering' theii* <te*rriptibb? 
Tffey .assftmt'nfie^ Ijbat they were Americaps,* iarti} 



00 tfesertera; begging tlvat I would not takji tbesh 
avray ; a request to^ whicbr^fter some time, lasf 
seo'tedi They their conducted tne ititolbe boiiM^ 
where I found an old man^ and tbree womeix,' ^i/SM 
fxiteirtained me with breads cheese, abd new toilfc 
While I was sitting here, a thifd youths i in tht 
dress of a liabourer, entered, and Wbisperfed io'tee 
4lf the sailors, who immediately rose to go out, but 

1 commanded him to sit stilly decdtring thatii tras 
]^t satisfied, and should certainly arrest brimf if ifae 
leCtiempted to escape. The man sat down-au&ily ; 
•Hd the young labourer coming forward, b%ged 
(lentaission to examine my gun* ^ Thia wiBS^'<rc^ 
quest which I did not much relishvand wid!i which 
Iv of course, refused to comply ; telling tibe fel^dhfir 
that it wds loaded, and that I was unwilling ^to 
fcrwt it 0U!t of my own hand, tm acccMmt of a 
wfiakness in •one bf the Ibcks. 

' I had now kept* up appearances as long as Jthcy 
could beteept up, and, therefore, rose to withdraw ; 
4 measure to which I was additionally induced .hy 
^ihit lappeatance of two other countrymen at! the 
Opposite end of the hamlet. I^ thefefore^ tbld the 
aailors thkt if they would pledge themselves' to^ ra*- 
tndin quietly at home, without joining the Aine- 
rtcan army, I would not nic^dst tiiem; warning 
diem, at the same time, not toT-entuteb^ondiithe 
VtUiaige, lest they should fall into the hands of other 
|)artiea^ who were also in search of deserters. The 
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praoiifle.tfaey gave^ bitt not with . inifcfa. fdacii^ 
.when I inse^aBd keefung my eye fixed npon^them^ 
and my gun ready cocked in my hand, walked iOiit» 
liollowed by my senrant Tbey conducted us. to 
thedooxi and' stood staring after uatiU we gobito 
Ihe edge of the wood; when I observed i t^em 
moving towards their countrymeni who also gazed 
sipon us, without either advancutg or flying. Yokl 
will ^readily beltevi^ that as soon as we fidjumd oni^ 
selves concealed by the trees, we lost no tune in 
ieiideavk>aring. to discover the direct way towards 
.the aliipping; but plunging into the .thickets/^ian 
:with aU speedy without thinking of aught except 
ah. immediate escape from pussuil:. Whether. the 
Ameriauos did attempt to follow, or not,:I caomcit 
tell. . I£ they did, tbey took a wrong idi^ection/ibr 
in 'somelihing more than an hour I fouDsd myseif:fit 
the edge of the river, a little W4iy abov^ tbeiiship- 
.pingik and Teturnede safely on bo^cdv &% resolved 
jiK>t again to est pose^ myself to ssich Jisks,, .witboist 

iiKoessity. • • . ^i .■ j . , -r.'.-:.-'. 

In this imaniiec ihe time was spentv italic day rbreak 
,on the 6t^ of i Steptem ber ; wdaen tbe< wbde^ fleet got 
^ttnder weigh, ») and. stood towardsiitfae Chesapeake. 
.Th6 wind. was: fair, oanid wb speedily cieaired tiie 
. rives; bat instead; of • standing up ithe bay ,a& we 
had cspected, ^we/ran down a few.miles.belowi'the 
Bumth of tbe ]patnKetit^.ai)d.'4ihere .&il€iK)red«v nA 
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jugxiar was then made.by tel€gK:aph^ for all ships to 
,WJd in a,return of th? number .of seanjen wbpm, 
.io addition to marines, they could land wftU*«ihaU 
(arms. Every ship's crew was accordingly mustered, 
^atad it was .found that, besides the numbers niece^r 
5aiy for conveying stores, and dragging gun% one 
'tbonsand. sailors could be spared from the ifleet 
Thus, m ^pite of our loss at Bladensburg, we were 
enabl^d^ pn pur next debarkatipn, to bring into the 
fiel;d *abpwt ^ye thousand fighting men. 
i; ; IjTejct ^orning we again weighed,, and directed 
rovT coi^^i to^vard^ the Potomac. We entered this 
riypy sQpn,^f|l;er jpaid^iday, andcon^iniied'to stem the 
stteam 4m;ing; d3|e night,, ai^d till d.usk^on the fol- 
IfWjPJng d^iy,; .w)^n we agaip, hTOught up. , ,Here 
we, jy^^e join/ed by Admiral Cockburne, who had 
quitted the anohor^e sqme days bqfo^e the rest of 
t^e fl^et,, witl?,,a,lfu:ge flotiUa of prices ax\^ amall 
'craft; i?gi^. haying, onithp 9th, pijce morcj set ^ail, 
atid sfc?j?fie4 foi^i ?^ few. haur,s in the direct^pn of 
Alexandria, we, sqiidenly. put about, and,,^voured 
Iqpca fre^^.]w5ee;fe^ ,ran,dowfl^ to tb^,bay, furning^our 
hi^s upwardsMt;p\yard^ the flatapspp. . 3^Uimore, 
tti was npw und^rstopd, was^ tjie ppin,^. of attack, 
aild towards the river, iipon wbi^b ^that town is 
biqilt, we hastened undpr a he;avy pr^s$ of^s;^!- 
. ; The object of this manoeuyering was . eyjidently 
to deceive the enemy, and by keeping him in sus- 
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pense is to the place threatened, to prevent jiia 
Goncentfating his forces, or throwing up works for 
its defence. But in the attainment of our object^, 
the event proved that we were but partially suo- 
cessful. Certain it is, however, that the utmost 
constema:tion prevailed in every town or village 
opjiosite to which* wc made our appearance, ttt 
passing Amapolis, a considerable town built. upbn 
the bay, and possessing a tolerable harbout, ive 
stood in so close as to discern theinhabitarit's'iftyliig 
from their houses ; carts and waggAiis loided witii 
fiirniturfe, hurrying along tbef roads, 'a'lid ho'rsetii^* 
^Helping along the shore, as if iv*itchihg 'tfie fcfaf- 
fiil nioment when the bbats ijhciuld be hblsteJcf bttif: 
and! the troops^'i[uit the resselfe. Wherever sf l%1it-^ 
house or signal station t^fe' erict^rf,' Sttafm-^iiiii 
were 'fired, krid'be^rins l\ght<^: '1i!ti li'"^^ 
the' hofrors 6f doiibt and ap^ehensiioii se^fri&i 1:6 
oppress the inhabitants of thi^* de^dtM-dlstricti|'^ ' ' 
The^fai'f wind contmHiing- to bW \<rith6ut ii^ 
teittfptfon, ' ofn the 1 1th we'fcaitie iA si^ht' of the 
projecttb^he&a^ktid, whe^^^ it' Was 'ddsighed'to dls^ 
em'bkrfe the tT66pi:^ 'ihiS w^^'apfbhiotitti^ washed 
b5rth6 Pktdpidti 6vi'6he sitIiV'ana"a^'cMatuVe^ bf 
then^y itself biWe tttb6r. " Tti Svi^ ^defeMitied t(^ 
land.histe, rith^t tfllan'to aisti^d ^hfe VT^eh becauVd 
thfe'Pitapseo, tliou^h brb^d; is fir Wrii deepJ 'it 
is, ^ in fact, too shallot to admit a lltie of battle 
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Aipi aiid, as lib cbe'oOuld giKSS what impedimental 
might be thrown in the way to obstruct the tiavi- 
gfttioiv prudence forbad that five thousand men 
should be entrusted to the cdnVoy of thie smalfer 
Veascb atone. Besides, the di^alice from thii pomt 
tp JBialtimore did not exceied fourteen or fifteen 
miles; a ispace which might easily he traversed ia 
adAy. 

J ,But while' the land forces moved in this direc- 
tijOfllL tipoh Baltimore, it was resolved thirt: the fri" 
giltes 'and bomb-ships should endeavour to fierce 
lifcit wa^ through every obstacle, and to obtain 
pQ3$es$ian of the navigation of the river, m as; if 
possible, to co-operate with the fiirmy, by bombatd* 
lag t^e place fVt>m thfe water. ' A* frigate was 'ac*- 
icioi'dingfy dispatched to try the *depth, and to take 
4(}l^nding of the channel, while the remainder of 
thfe: ileet came to an anchor off the point. Im the 
mean time ail was again bustle and preparation on 
bottrd thb troop-ships and' tnansports. Three days 
prdvfeiona were cooked, as before, and given to the 
i«tta ; and as We were now to bari^eveiy thing by 
^ ^upfde'^ain^ twenty rounds of ammiknftion 
W^ePC: added to the sixty with which soldier^ are 
usifally loaded:; and a smaller quantity of other 
bd^gage was directed to be ta'ken 'on- short. A 
blanket, with t spare shirt and pair of ;shoes, was 
(jOsisid^red enough for each mati <Mi an expedition 



t)f sa rapid a nature; whilst brushes and other «is^ 
ticles of that description were divided betvr^n 
oommdesj one carryipg what would suffice for botb. 
Th^B the additional load of twenty cartridges V9M 
more than counter-balanced by the clothing and 
necessaries left behind. 

It was dusk when we reached the anchorage^ 
consequently no landing could take place bef<Mre 
the morrow. But as the boats wer^ ordered to 
be in readiness at dawn, every man slept in his 
clothes, that he might be prepared to start at a 
moment's warning. Th^re was som^hing in thi6 
state of preparation at once solemn and e:K;citing. 
That we should obtain possession of a plaqe^sa im- 
portant as Baltimore, without fighting, was not tQ 
be expected ; and^ tlierefpre, this arming, .and this 
budtle seemed^ in fact, to be the prelude tq a battle. 
-But no man, of the smallest reflection, can look 
forward to the chance of a sudden and violent 
death, itrithout experiencing sensa.tipns very diiFer- 
ent from those which he experiences under any 
other circumstances* When the battle has fairly 
begun j I may say with truth that the feelings of 
those engaged' are delightfiil ; because they, are, in 
^t, so many gamblers playing for the highest 
stake that can be offered. But the stir and noise 
of equipping, and then the calmness and stillness 
of expectation, these, are the things whichfowe a 
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vtm^to .tlsoBk^Qni^, other; j^^ 

ap^caratice .6f evetytbiug, about you^i th^ carelc»$ 

%^jfip]£img i»ojje.iiearly tbaa the inictb which «i- 
ininals are said sometimes tQ.^Kp^rience and to ^mr 
pi9^5tprevious to their: e^(^^tiiQ^> ^ ^these opm- 
\me to give you a degree of false hilarity, J th94 
alntost said paiuful, from its very excesa* It is au 
j^tation of the nerves, such as we may suppose 
soadmen feel ; which you are inclined to wish re^ 
lt)pyed, though you are unwilling to admit that it 

is disagreeable. 

- And yet, as if in mockery of these deadly pre- 
ipniations, I do not recollect, to have seen a more 
JieaVenly night than the present The heat of the 
jd^y was past, a full clear moon shone brightly, in a 
^ky; where not a cloud could be discerned, and a 
heavy dew falling appeared to refresh the earth 
which had been parched and burnt up by the sun. 
We lay at this time within two miles of the shore, 
^Odlspquently every object there was distinctly 
visible. Around us were moored numerous ships, 
which, breaking the tide as it flowed gently on- 
wards, produced a ceaseless murmur like the gush- 
ing of a mountain stream. The voices of the 
sentinels, too, as they |:elieved one another on the 
d^cljLSj and the occasional splash of oars, as a solir 



tary boat rowed backwards and forwards to the 
admiral's ship for orders, sounded peculiarly mtisi* 
cal in the perfect stillness of a calm night. Though 
I am for from giving the preference, in all respects, 
to a sailor's life, it must, nevertheless, be confused 
that it has in it many moments of exquisite de* 
light ; and the present seemed to me to be of the 
number* 
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But the stillness of night soon passed away; and 
at three o'clock in the morning every ship in the 
fleet began to lower her boats, and the soldiers 
were roused from their slumbers. The same pre- 
cautions which had been formerly used to cover 
the landing, were again adopted ; several gun- 
brigs laying themselves within cable's length of the 
beach, and the leading boats in every division 
being armed with carronades, loaded and ready for 
action. But, as had been the case at St. Benedict's, 
they were unnecessary, for the troops got on shore 
without opposition, and leisurely formed in an open 
field close to the river. 

It was seven o'clock before the whole army was 
disembarked, and in order for marching. The 
same arrangements which had been made on the 
late expedition, were, as far as circumstances would 
permit, again adopted on this. The light brigade, 
now commanded by Major Jones of the 41st Regi- 
ment, led the advance ; then followed the artillery, 
amounting to six field pieces, and two howitzers, 
all of them drawn by horses ; next came the se- 
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cond brigade^ tiien the sailom^ and last of ail thr 
third brigade* Flank patroles, and reconnoitering 
parties were likewise sent out ; in short, the seant 
admirable dispositions regulated the present march, 
which had governed our march to Washington, • 
The column being put in motion, advati^d(^ 
without the occurrcxice of any incident deserving 
of notice, for about an hour, when it arrived at H 
piece of ground which appeared as. if it had Jkeen 
lately in possession of the enemy. It was a narrow 
neck.of lanU^ confined between, the river oq one 
side, and the head of a creek on the other, mea- 
suring, perhaps^ a mile across^ From the river to 
the creek a breast-work had beeiik begun, and tpa^ 
pardyi completed* In front of it there were lines 
drawn apparently for the purpose of marking out 
the width of a ditch; in some places the ditch 
itself was. dug, and the commencement of what 
lesembled an enfilading battery in the centre, 
showed that a considerable degree of science had 
been displayed in the choice of this spot as a mili- 
taiy position. And, in trutli, it was altogetl)er 
Bucli a position as, if completed, might have been 
maintained by a determined force against veiy 
iiuperior bombers. Both flanks were completely 
protected, not only by water, but by thick wood, 
T^^hile a gentle eminence in the very middle of the 
line, offered the most desirable situation for -the 
projecting battery which had been begun ; because 
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«:fii^irona it would have swept thq whole, lioth 
to the right and left. In its present stite, lidvit^ 
CVtt*, it'was riot teniable^ unless by a force as abte 
,tt^ attack as to defend j consequently thfeAmeri- 
cau0, wIk) actfed solely on the defensive, did ti^fitely 
jhfcchoosing anbther^^" » • ' ' ' '' 

•-^♦vBut the aspect of the ground wasr^ucJh as ltd' us 
ittlKiWttcfeide that the enemy could not be viiy :dis* 
ihxii: H^^ troops were • actordin^ly • halted;- thkt 
l^l^^reat might be well up, and the m^ fVefsh/atid 
i«idy for action. Whili this Was i dbhfe, 'pairt of 
,4W^flatik J^fetitrle carte in, brittgihg witlithfeAi three 
Mgfeit*h6i:fefem*n as prisoners: ' These Sii^fereydimg 
.^^ntlemen bfeWngirig to a corps of *vbltititdery fur* 
jBtefee4 by the ■ towfl of' Baltimorifej whd had beien 
i^W out^te^wiitch Our motions, and ctoW^ey' ihtiU 
ligence to the American general. Being Biit little 
tsed to 5uch Service, they hkd silflfered tfiemfsfelves 
.fey be surjJrised ; atxd, instead df tepoMAg td* their 
;o#tt leader as ' to the liuinber a?nd dispbiiitlttfe 6f 
Itoeir ' adversaties, they wfere nft W * tertebhized by 
<St«feral Ross re$i>ecfcitig the »tiiiny;t3i^aiid^t)tfep«ii*. 
ttofls^f their ftietids. FWtti' Iheflf we tekttifcfd thkt 
jt^i^ce df fiolesfehthatt twenty tlKrti^iM'iliefl'Wdis 
fWAodied for-the dfefetibe c^f ^BalttakJl-e J bu«^tts fhe 
atiootints of ^rifsoners^atb geTSerally ovei^*a:^,*'Wfe 
todh'it forgtantedtfeali they^thedc ihia ttporii'tiAly 
,|^'iatitnidate. ■::-•- '• ' '->'■' ':'■ ''^' ' 
, -Having rested for the space df* aft hour, we 
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again moved forward, but had not proceedjed 
above a mile when a ^harp fire of. musketry wos^ 
heard in front, and shortly afterwards a mounted' 
officer came galloping to the i;ear, who dcsiriod Uf. 
to iquicken our pace, for that the advanced 'guaid 
was engaged. At this intelligence the ranks were 
closed, and the troops advanced at a brisk ratei^and 
iu profound silence. The firing still contiiiuedt 
though, from its running and irregular sounds . i% 
promised, little else than a skirmish ;• ibut w]i6thi9f 
it was. kept* up by detached parties alone, or. by 
the out-posts of a regular army, we .coul4 not teJi} 
becaujse, from th? quantity. . of wood f with, whicflil 
thi^ country abounds^ and the rtqtal. absence ofnS^ 
hills or eminences,., it was impossible to, ^difi^i^ 
wbat was going on at the <iistance . pf obaJf i^ iiiile 
from where wie stood* . .. , /. ,.; .,. ... ''^v^^ 

We. were naw drawing n^ar the scene ^ 
action, when anothe^rOificer camei\ati ifplL sp^ 
towards ufi, with horror and dismay in hiS' countfih 
nance, and calling aloud* for> a surgeoa^.' Kvortf 
man^felb . within thimsetf that. allMwas.Tiot: right; 
though: none .w^as' willing-tto bfeliex^e thq«wbis|ie«s 
of hi^^owuTterror. Bu.twhat at ^firrt we woiild 
not gue^^at^. because we dr^eaded it >so muoh,Mwas 
soon realized ; for the aide-de<<^amp. had scarcely 
passe^^ when theigenerai's hoj;se,. without .its rideij 
and with the saddle and housings stained ^with 
bloodi came plunging onwards^ Nor was^much 



tiele given for fearflil ^ujrmii^ na^ to t^e e^te^t*^! 
our misfortuiie. I» a few mpmeuts w<^ re^^^ 
thfif gixMind where the $kirniUluug h94 t^ken 
pkei^ and behejd poor Boss laid, by the side Qjf 
the road^ under a canopy Qf bl^keta, and ^ppa? 
matly in the agonies of death. As wxm a$ t^ 
tMBghegmy he had ridden to the front, tb^J^ \i§ 
liiki^ht ascertain from whence it oi:iginatedfr.and> 
mingling with the skirmishers, was shot |n :^e 
side by a rifleman. The wound was mortal : he fell 
mto the arms of his aide-<le-camp, and liv^d only 
IcHig enough to name his wife, and to cominend 
fai» family to the protection of his country- He 
irfts removed towards the fleet, but expired before 
hid bearers could reach the boats. . ^ 

It is impossiUe to conceive the effect which 
this melancholy spectacle produced throughout 
the army. By tihe courteousness and cpnde$een- 
iimt of his manners^ Genecal Ross had secured the 
ajbaolute love of all who served under him,, fcom 
the highest to the lowest ; and his success on a 
former occasion, as well as his judicious arrange* 
ments on the present, had inspired every ^one with 
the most perfect confidence in his abilities^ His 
very error, if error it may be called, insoyoui^a 
leader — I mean that di^dence in himself which 
had occasioned some loss of time on th^i m^ch to 
Washington, appeared now to have left hiiiiA His 
movements were at once rapid and cautious; nay^ 
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his Very countenai*ce uadic^ted a fixjed 
nation, aini a perfect security of swccea*. Alltjyw 
vreK turned upon him as we passed^ and a^drtidf 
mvokntary groin ran, from rank to raaak, from, the 
front to the rear of the colufion^ 1 : t 

By the fall of our gallant leader the opmittand 
now devolved upon Colonel Brook,, of the>44th 
Regiment, an officer of decided personal cburago^ 
hut, perhaps, hetter calculated to lead a battalion, 
tlianto guide an army# Being informed of ihiB 
unexpected and uudeaired elevation, he came to 
the front, and under him we continued to more 
on; sorrowful, indeed, but »ot dejected* The 
skirmishing had now ceased, for the Ameiieaii 
riflemen were driven in; and in a few minutes :we 
found ourslelvea opposite to a considerable force, 
dfawn up with aome skill, and occupying* a strong 
poaitioii. Judging from appearances, I shoukl sii^ 
ihat the corps now opposed to us amounted^to 
fiix. or seven thousand mem They covered a nock 
•of land, very much resembling that which we Iwd 
passed^ having hoth flanks defended by iiMie 
inland lakes ; the whole of their position, was ¥roU 
^wooded, and in front of their line was a rai^e ^of 
high palings, similar to those which intersected 
the field of . Bladensburg, About the centre, 
.though: some way advanced, was a fann*house, 
with its out*buildings and stack-yard ; and near tla 
the right ran the main road. Their artillery^ whioh 
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<iouldi not greatly exceed our own, etther in wmght 
of metal, or number of guns, was scattered along 
tlie line of infantry in nearly the same order as it 
had been at Bladensburg, and their reserve was 
partly seen, and partly hid by a thick wood. 
; The whole of this country is flat and unbroken. 
About half a mile in rear of where they stood, ard 
some heights, but to occupy these as they shojukl 
Jbe occupied, would have required a much greater 
number of men than the American army could 
muster* Their general, therefore, exhibited some 
judgment in his choice of ground, but, perhaps, 
he would have exhibited more had he declined a 
pitched battle altogether. Yet, to do him justice, 
I repeat that the ground was well cJiosen ; foi^ 
.besides the covering of wood which he secured 
/or his own people, he took care to leave open 
fields in his front ; by which means we were of 
necessity exposed to a galling fire, as soon as we 
came within range. Of one error, however, he was 
guilty. Either he did not possess himself of the 
farm-house at all, or he suffered it to be taken from 
him with very little resistance ; for, on the arrival 
of the column at the ground where it was to form, 
it was in the occupation of our advanced guards. 
He was likewise to blame in not filling the wood 
upon our left with skirmishers. In short, he acted 
foolishly in merely attempting to repel attacks, 
•witliout ever dreaming that the most eiQfectual 
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mode of SO doing is to turn the tables, andattsbbk 
the assailants. 

As our troops came up, they filed off to the 
right and left, and drew up, just within, cannon 
shot, in the following order. The, light brigade, 
consisting, as I have formerly stated, of the ,85th 
Regiment, and the light companies of the othec 
corps, in extended order, threatened the whole 
front of the American army. The 21st remained 
in column upon the road ; the 4th moved off to 
the right, and advanced through a thicket to turn 
the enemy's left ; and the 44th, the seamen, and 
marines, formed line in rear of the light brigade. : 

While this formation was going on, the .artil- 
lery being brought up, opened upon the American 
army, and a smart cannonade ensued on both 
sides* That our guns were well served, I. myself 
can bear witness; for I saw the Shrapnel sheila 
which were thrown from them strike ampng the 
enemy, and make fearful fgaps in the line.. .Our 
rockets likewise b^an to play, one of which, fall- 
ing short, lighted upon a hay-stack in the barn-, 
yard belonging to the farm-house, and impciedi- 
ately set it on fire. The house itself, the stables,, 
barns, and out-houses, as well, as all the. other 
stacks, soon caught the flames, and were quickly 
in a state of conflagration ; and the smoke . and 
blaze. which they emitted, together with the roat 
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clf^c&iniion ^nd flashes; ef the gun^^ piodiaoed alto^ 
gether a very fine effect. 

o.iln the mean time the American artillery was 
notidie. Pushing forward two hght field-pieces 
Vj^n the road, they x)pened a destructive fire of 
gtape upon the Slst Regiment, and su,ch of the 
sailors as occupied that, point. Three other guns 
i;«^ere directed against our artillery, hetween which 
imd several of our pieces, a sort of duel was main- 
tttined ; and tlie rest play:ed, without ceasing^ upon 
the 85th, and the. light companies, who had lain 
down while the other regiments took up their 
ground. Neither was. their infantry alt;ogether 
^iet. They marched several strong bodies from 
the right to the left, an^ withdrew others from 
tb^ left to the right of their line, though for what 
end this marching and countermarching was un- 
dertaken, J am at a loss to conceive. While thus 
fluctuating, it was curious to observe their dread 
of ' every spot where a cannon-ball had struck. 
Having seen the shots fall, I kept my eye upon 
one or two places, and perceived that e^ch com- 
pkny^ as it drew near to those points, hung back ; 
and' then assuming, as it were, a momentary cou- 
MgC) rushed past, leaving a vacancy between it 
aiiiid the company which next succeeded, 
i 'All this while the whole of our infantiy, except 
thd 4th Regiment, lay or stood in anxious expec- 
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tation. of an otder to advatnce. Thti, hOfSHMirf 
was not given till that raiment had- reached due 
thieket through which it was to make its wiyij^ 
when Colonel Brook, with his Staff, having galr' > 
loped alodig the line ta see that all was rea%^ 
commanded the signal to be^ made.. The chaser 
was accDfdingly sounded, and ^echoed bade £ttua 
every bugle in the army, wheziy starting from the 
gromid where they had lain, the troops inavedr.'cw 
in a cod and orderly manner. A direadiiil ^dis^ 
charge^ of grape and cannister shot, o£ old loclu^ 
pieces of faioken muskets, and every thing whiob 
they^ could cram into their gun^, was now seid; 
forth from the* whole of the enemy's artiUo-y ;- anM| 
some los» Was on our side experienced, ^eganfc* 
less ofitfai^, our men went on without either qnicj^r 
ening or retarding their pac^ till they came wttha* 
an hundred j^ards of the American line. As* yat. 
no<ja musket had been fired, or a word spoken 
on either side^ but the enemyy now raising a shemtv 
fhed a volley iixnn ri^it to left, and then kept up 
a rapid and ceaseless discharge, of musketry.. Nor 
wore our people bankward inj . replying Jto these 
salntes ;i for giving tbeuL back bath .tiieiir shout 
and their voU^, we pushed (m at double quiek>. 
with the intention of bringing them to the cfaarg[e. 
Tbe: bayonet is a weapon peculiarly ^British; 
at least lib ib a weapon^ which, in the hands o:fiai ' 
British soldier, is irresistible. Though they .main-. 

N 2 
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taned.tfa^sdTv^'es.w^^ detertninatioti^ and- 

iEdxxbcI to Teceive bur fire till scarcely twenty yards 
divided vs^ the Americans would not hazard a 
charge* On our left, indeed, where the 21st ad- 
vsnced in column, it was not without much diffi-, 
culty.and a severe loss, that any attempt to charge 
could he.m^e ; for in that quarter seemed to be 
the flower of the enemy's infantry, as well ias the 
main body of their artillery; towards the rights 
however, tlie day was quickly won* The only 
thing toi be* regretted, indeed, was that the attack 
had not been for some time longer deferred ; be- 
cause the Americans were broken and fled^ just as 
tile 4th Regiment bi^an to show itself upon . the 
brink of the watec which covered their ilank,; and 
before a shallow part could be discovered^ and the ■. 
troops were enabled to pass^ they had time to 
escape.^ 

iAs soon astheir left gave way, .the whole Anie- : 
rican army fell into confusion ; nor do I recollect 
on any occasion to have witnessed a more ccHnpIete 
rout^ Infantry^ cavalry, and artillery, were hud- 
dled together, without the smallest regard to order 
oi^ regularity • ^ The sole subject of anxiety seemed 
to be which should escape first .from the field 
of battle; insomuch, that numbers were acttially 
trodden down by their countrymen, in the hurry 
of; the flight* Yet, in spite of the short duration 
pf the action, which lasted , little more than two 
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hours from its first commencement^ the enemy's 
loss was severe. They stood, in some respects^ 
better than they had done at Bladensburg, conse- 
quently we were more mingled with them when 
they gave way, and were thus enabled to secure 
Some prisoners ; an event, which their more imme- 
diate flight had on the other occasion prevented. 
In the capture of guns, however, we were not so 
fortunate. Their pieces being light, and well 
supplied with horses, they contrived to carry off 
all except twb ; both of which would have also 
escaped, but for the shooting of the leaders. 

But, considering the nature of the ground wliich 
they occupied, the number of killed and wounded 
'in the American army was enormous; while in 
ours the casualties were much fewer tlmn might 
have been expected. The 21st and seamen suf- 
fered most severely, and the 85th and light com- 
panies, a little ; but had our gallant General been 
spared, we should have pronounced this a glorious, 
-because a comparatively bloodless day/ In the 
4oss of that one man, however, we felt ourselves 
more deeply wounded, than if the best battalion in 
the army had been sacrificed. 

In following up the flying enemy, the same ob- 
j^tacles which presented themselves at Bladensbui^, 
again came in the way. The thick woods quickly 
screened the fugitives, and as even our mounted 
drivers were wanthoig, their hors€» having bee^ 
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^Dikim&>r (ibe uieof the artillery > bo effectual pur^ 
nit ccfuld be attempted. We accordingly halted 
upon; the field of battle, of necessity content with 
tbli success which we had obtained ; and haying 
'Oollected the stragglers, and called in the pursuers, 
iltWfta resolved to pass the'night in this situatioi^, 
Heea w^re therefore lighted, and the. tro^ distri- 
lasted in »ich manner, as to secure a tolerable posv* 
iSaa m case of attack ; and the wbund^ being 
mnoved into two or three houses scatter&d along 
iflte ground, the victors lay liown to sleep lender 
tfafd canopy of heaven, 

.•'"Having thus given a distinct and connected 
jd^ittftil of this affair, 1 shall beg leave to. finish my 
I^IEfeer "with one or two anecdotes^ which may be 
ffJtH; unamusing. It h said that when Admiral 
Ctickburn, who accompanied the army, imd alh 
.^(^ed poor |loss with the fidelity of an aidenlc*- 
fWtUlp, wa3 in the wood where the latter fell, he 
.observed an American rifle-man taking delib^srat^ 
-utoi at him from behind a tree. Instead of tumr 
ing aside, or discharging a pistol at the fellow, a$ 
afay other man would have done, the brave Admirad 
doubling his fist, shook it at his enemy, and cried 
^oud^ " O you d — d Yankey, Til give it you ! '* 
upon which the man dropped his musket in the 
gr^test alarm, and took to his heels. 
! It is likewise told of an officer of engineers^ that 
i^ving overtaken an American soldier, and dcr 



matidfed his titmij, ttie fellow gav^ hina his Hfe vki^ 
readily, but beitig ordered to resigti a hattdisbtti^f 
silver-hilted dagger and Bllv6r-tttoUtited carfoiidi'^ 
box^ Which gmced hid side^ he refused to coiiiplyy 
alledging that they were privttt6 pmperty, aiid dlat 
by our own proclamations private property should 
be respected. This was an instance of low cun- 
ning, which reminded me of my own adventure 
with the squirrel-hunters, and which was attended 
with equal success. 

One other anecdote of a different nature, and 
for the truth of which I can myself answer, may 
likewise be related. In strolling over the field of 
battle, I came unexpectedly upon a wounded Ame- 
rican, who lay among some bushes with his leg 
broken. I drew near to offer him assistance, but, 
on seeing me, the wretch screamed out, and ap- 
peared in the greatest alarm ; nor was it without 
some difficulty that I could persuade him he had 
nothing to fear. At last, being convinced that I 
intended him no harm, the fellow informed me 
that it was impressed upon the minds of their sol- 
diers by the officers, that from the British they 
might expect no quarter ; and that it was conse- 
quently their determination to give no quarter to 
the British. The fellow might belie his country- 
men, and I hope and believe he did, but such was 
his report to me. To convince him of the falsity 

N 4 



184 njkvt. 

eihis notions^ I TemovecJ him to one of our hos- 
pitols; where his If g was amputated ; and he saw 
lafimelf,, as well as mapy others of his wounded 
cpuntryni^i, tinted with the same attention which 
ira^i l^estQwed upon our i^wnrwl^ifrs. 



... J , : 






■• 1 • 



* * 



.1 . 



J.> . 



• «> -I 



f t ■ t ■ 



• i . . V 



t ^ rt • -..^ -. 1 / . f 



O 






3B5SSS 



»»— 



B 






« J • 



S' ^ • 



MARCH. 185 



.». 



LETTER XIV. 



^wV^" 



At an early hour on the 13th, the troops were 
roused from their lairs, and forming upon the 
ground, waited till day-light should appear. A 
heavy rain had come on about midnight, and now 
fell with so much violence, that some precautions 
were necessary, in order to prevent the firelocks 
from being rendered useless by wet Such of the 
men as were fortunate enough tp possess leathern 
cases, wrapped them round the locks of their mus- 
kets, while the rest held them in the best matmer 
they could, under their elbowa; no man thinking 
of himself, but only how he could best keep his 
arms in a serviceable condition. 

As soon as the first glimmering of dawn could 
be discerned, we moved to the road, and took up 
our wonted order of march, but before we pushed 
forward, the troops were desired to lighten them- 
selves still farther by throwing off their blankets, 
which were to be left under a slender guard till 
their return. This was accordingly done; and 
being now unincumbered, except by a knapsack 
almost empty, every man felt his spirits heightened 
in proportion to the diminution of his load. The 
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grief of soldiers is seldom of long duration, and 
though I will not exactly say that poor Ross was 
already forgotten, the success of yesterday had 
reconciled at least the privates to the guidance of 
their new leader ; nor was p\y other issue antici- 
pated, than what would have attended the excur- 
«icN^ had he still been its main-spring and director. 
, ;, The country through which we passed, resembled 
in every particular that already described. Wood 
aaad cultivation succeeded each other at intervals, 
though the former surpassed the latter in tenfold 
ei^tent ; but instead of deserted villages and empty 
hoiuses which had met us on the way to Washing- 
ton/ we found most of tlie inhabitants remaining 
j>eaGeabIy in their homes, and relying upon the 
assurance of protection gi^ven to them in our pro- 
clamations. Nor had they cause to repent of that 
confidence. In no instance were they insulted^ 
})lundered, or ill-treated ; whereas every house 
which was abandoned, fell a prey to the scouts and 
.reconnoitering parties. 

But our mardi to-day was not so rapid as our 
.motions generally were. The Americans had at 
last adopted an expedient which, if carried to its 
in^per length, might have entirely stopped oiir 
progress. In most of the woods they had felled 
trees, and thrown them across the road^ but as 
these abattis were without defenders, we expe- 
.riqnced no other inconvenience than what arose 
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from loss of time; beixig obliged to halt on > ail 
such occasions^ till the pioneers bad removed tfa^ 
obstacle. So great, however, was even thishinr 
drawee, that we did not come in sight of the maioi 
army of the Amerio^ns tilt evening, although the 
distance travelled could not exceed ten miles* 

It now appeared, that the corps which we had 
beaten yesterday, was only a detachment, and Hot 
a large one, from the force collected for the de^ 
fence of Baltimore ; and that the account given, 
by the volunteer troopers, ^as in every respect 
correct. Upon a ridge of hills, which conceali^ 
the town itself from observation, stood the grand 
army, consisting of twenty thousand men. Not 
trusting to his superiority in numbers, their genQfajl 
had there entrenched them in the most formidahlfe 
manner, having covered the whole face of th^ 
heights with breast- works, thrown back his left^ ao 
as to rest it upon a strong fort, erected for the pro^ 
tection of the river, and constructed a chain of 
field redoubts, which covered his right, and com^ 
mauded the entire ascent. Along the side of the 
hill were likewise j^ecAe*, and Other projecting 
works, from which a cross fire might be kept up J 
and there were mounted throughout this com*" 
manding position no less than one hundred {»eees 
of cannon. 

Jt would be absurd to suppose that the sight of 
preparations so warlike, did not in some degrisQ 
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4iatnp the ardour of our leaders; at least it would 
iiave been madness to storm such works, without 
-pausing to consider how it might best be at- 
^emptedw The whole of the country within can- 
Bon*shot was cleared from wood, and laid out in 
grass and com fields ; consequently there was no 
cover to shelter an .attacking army from any part 
^<>f*the deadly fire which would be immediately 
-ptured upon it. The most prudent plan, therefore, 
#1^ to wait till dark; and then, assisted by the 
^igsites and bombs, which we hoped were by this 
4iia)e ready to coroperate, to try the fortune of a 
battle. - 

< -Having resolved thus to act, Colonel Brook 
^Ited his army ; and haying secured against sur- 
pti^e fey a well-connected line of piquets, the troops 
were permitted to light fires, and to cook the pro- 
visions. But though the rain still fell in torrents, 
no shelter could be obtained, and as eveii their 
jbSankets Were no longer at hand, with which to 
form gipsy-tents, this was the reverse of an agree- 
able bivouac to the whole army. 
'/''Darkness had now come on, and as yetnointel- 
ligitoce had arrived from the shipping. To assail 
this position, however, without the aid of the fleet, 
vi^'ideemed impracticable; at least our chance of 
success would be greatly diminished, without their 
cud-operation. As the left of the American army 
eittended to a fort, built upon the very brink of 
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the river, it was clear, that, could the shipa bc^ 
brought to bear upon that point, and the fortbo^ 
silenced by their fire, that flank of the positioi^ 
would be turned This once effected, there wou}d; 
be -no difficulty in pushing a colutnn within thuek: 
works ; and as soldiers entrenched always pkee; 
more reliance upon the strength of their entrencliT 
ments than upon their own personal e;xertions, tl)^ 
very sight of our people on a level with them,, 
would in all probability decide the contest. At all: 
events, as this column was to advance under coyej?' 
of night, it might easily push forward and croWl)- 
the hill above the enemy, before any effectual op- 
position could be offered ; by which means ti^ey^ 
would be inclosed between two fires, and lose the 
advantage which their present elevated situatiott 
bestowed. AH, however, depended upon tl;^ 
ability of the fleet to lend their assistance,; for 
without silencing the fort, this flank could scarcely, 
be assailed with any chance of success ; an^* 
therefore, the whole plan of operations must be^ 
changed. 

Having waited till it was considered imprudent 
to wait longer, without knowing whether he. was; 
to be supported, Colonel Brook determined, if 
possible, to open a communication with the fleet. 
That the river could not be far off, we knew ,* but: 
how to get to it without falling in with wandering, 
parties pf the enemy, was the difficulty. Thjp; 
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things botreveiF, must be done ; and as secrecy, 
mid not force, was the main object, it was rbsolved 
to dispatch for the purpose a single officer without 
an escort. On this service, a particular friend of 
mine chanced to be employed. Mounting his 
borse^ he proceeded to the right of the army^ 
where, having delayed, a few minutes till the rooon 
ristng" gave light enough thi^ough the clouds to 
distinguish objects, he pushed forward^ at a ven^ 
tore, in as straight a line as he could guess at. It 
was not long before his progress was stoj^ed by a 
high hedge. Like knight-errants of old, he then 
g«Ve himself up to the guidance of his horse, whi^ 
taking him towards the rear, soon brought hhn 
tMo a narrow lane, that apprared to wind in tile 
direction of the enemy's fort : this lane he deter* 
itoibed to follow, and holding a cocked pistol in 
Im^ hand, pushed on, not perhaps entirely cm6h 
ffirtable, but desirous at all hazards of executing 
hie commission. He had not ridden far, when the 
siQ^nd of voiees^ through the splaslMug of the rain 
drew his attention. Pulling up, he listened' m di** 
knee, and soon discovered that they came fnom 
tWO' American soldiers, whether stragglers dr cen^ 
tinels, it was impossible' to divine ; buit whoever 
they were, they seemed to be approaching. It 
now struck him, that his^ safest course woirid be to 
commence the attack, and having therefore waited 
tin he saw them stop short, as if they had perceived 
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him, he rode farward, and called out to them to 
surrender. The fellows turned and fled, but gal- 
loping after them, he overtook one, at whose head 
he presented a pistol, and who instantly threw 
down his rifle, arid yielded himself prisoner ; while 
the other, dashing into a thicket, escaped, probably 
to tell that he had been attacked by a whole regi- 
ment of British cavalry. Having thus taken a 
prisoner, my friend resolved to make him of sOtoie 
use; with this view, he commanded him to lay 
hold of his thigh, and to guide him directly ta the 
river, threatening, if he attempted to mislead or 
to betray him into the hands of the Americans^ 
that he would instantly blow out his brains. Fiad-- 
ing himself completely in my friend's power, the 
fellow could not refuse to obey ; and accordinglyi 
the man resting his hand upon the left thigh of the 
officer, they proceeded along the laue for some time, 
till they came to a part where it branched off m 
two directioiks. My friend here stopped for a me^ 
ment, and again repeated his threat, swearing that 
the instant he suspected his guiding, should be tfcte 
l;ast of his life. The soldier asswed him that h^ 
would keep his word, and moreover informed hi* 
that some of our ships were almost within gina^ 
shot of the fort ; a piece of information which was 
quickly confirmed by the sound of firing!, and the- 
appearance of shells in the air. They ik)w struck 
to the right, and in half an hour gained the brink 
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of thq river; where my friend found a party just 
landed from the squadron^ and preparing to seek, 
their way towards the camp. By them he was 
conducted to the Adminal, from whom he learat 
that no effectual support could be given to the 
land force ; for such was the shallowness of the 
river, that none except the very lightest craft coald 
maiJce their way within six miles of the town;, and 
even these were stopped by vessels sunk in the 
channel, and other artificial bars, barely within a 
shell's longest range of the fort. With this un- 
welcome news he was accordingly forced to return f 
and taking his unwilling guide along with him, he 
made; his way, without any adventure, to our ad- 
vanced posts ; where, having thanked the fellow, 
for his fidelity, he rewarded it more effectually, by 
setting him at liberty. 

Having brought his report to head-quarters, a 
council of war was instantly summoned to deli- 
berate upon what was best to be done. Without 
the help* of the fleet, it was evident, that adopt 
what plan of attack we could, our loss must be 
such as to counterbalance, even success itself; 
while success, under existing circumstances, was, 
to say the least of it, doubtful. And even if we 
should succeed, what would be gained by it ? We. 
could not remove any thing from Baltimore, for. 
want of proper conveyances. Had the ships been 
able to reach the town, then, indeed, the quantity 
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of booty might have repaid the survivors for their 
toil, and consoled them for the loss of comrades; 
but as the case now stood, we should only fight to 
give us an opportunity of reacting the scenes of 
Washington. To distress an enemy is, no doubt, 
desirable, biit, in the present instance, that dis- 
tress, even if brought upon the Americans, would 
cost us dear; whereas, if we failed, it was hardly 
possible to avoid destruction* 

Such was the reasoning which infltienced fhe 
council of war to decide that all idea of storming 
the. enemy's lines should be given up. To draw 
them from their works would require manoeuvring, 
and manoeuvring ' requires time ; but delays were 
all in their favour, and could not possibly advan- 
tage us. Every hour brought in- reinforcements 
to their, army, whereas ours had no source from 
which even to recruit its losses; and it was. 
therefore, deemed prudent, since we could not 
fight at once^ to lose no time in returning to the 
shipping. 

About thriee hours after midnight, the troops 
were accoitiirigly formed upon the road, and began 
their retreat; leaving. the piquets to deceive the 
enemy, and to follow as a rear guard; The rain, 
which bad continued with little interruption since 
the night before, now ceased, and the moon shone 
out bright and clear. We marched along, there- 
forcj not in the same spirits as if we had been 
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advittdtig, but febling no abasemferit at faaVitig 
;t3ius rdinqtiished an enterprize so much beyond 
'O^r sttength, 

Whten the day brokiSi otv fitquets which had 
Withdmwn about an hour before, rejoined tas, 
^nd wb went 6n in a body. Marching over the 
fieid where the battle of the 1 2th had been 
'ibttght^ w6 beheld the dead scattered ^bout, 
and still unburied; but s6 for different <from those 
Whith we had seen at Bladensbnrgy that they were 
'ttot stripped, cvety tnaift lying m iie had fallen. 
One object, Iwwever, sftruck me is acnrioiuis. I 
sikw several men hanging lifeless mniong die 
ltfanch6s of treeis, and learnt that diey had been 
•tiflehien, in^ho chose, 'during the battle^ tofiSt)them- 
itelves in these elected sitoationia;, for the com- 
inned >pnTposes of securing a good aim, land avoid- 
ing danger. Whatclver m^iit be their success in 
the iffrst of these designs, in the last they failed; 
*for otir men Boon discovered them, and, ctmsider- 
ing the thing as unfair^ refused to give them 
ijuarter, tod shot them oh their ^perches. 
." Herte we paused for about an hour, tliart. the 
'i^Oldiers might collect their bhmketa, and ; reifiieth 
themselves; when we again mdvedi forward,, pass- 
ing the wood where the 'gallant Boss wto killed. 
It was noon^ and as yetaH had gone ^h ismoothly 
without any check or alai*m. 8o! little indeed >was 
pursuit dreamt of> that the^(4M>Uiiatt tbc^ain to 



straggle, and to march withQ^t much r^gar4 jt? 
order; when suddenly the l^ugle ?ou^d€^ frojga 
the rear, and in)mediate1y after some ioius^ciet ^h((pit;s 
tw^re heard. Jm aii instant the np^ were in thei;: 
places, and the iregjtnenA;^ wli^eled into line faci^ 
towards t^>e .^neo^y. Jhe ajtUJiery turaed ro^Q^ 
and advanced to the front, nor did I eversei^ji 
oranoeuvie more coolly or ?ior9 sfc^dily perfofg)^ 
on a parade in Englapd, tha^ this a^ly. Xb^ 
alarm, however, turned out to b^ groundless, ;hp- 
ing occasioned only hy the svd4€n appe^fTs^nce of 
ji squadrcm of bw^se whlQh h^ hi^u seqt pu)b b^ 
the American general to Msigk ofif steps. TJ^jef^ 
-endeavoured to chai^ th^ tte^-giii^rd, ^fficl pjffi- 
ceeded in leaking tvi^^ prisonqrs ; hut 9, ^ipgb 
Shrapnel checked their fivr^her ji^vanee, ^nd y^^ 
'them back at fuU-is^e64 to bofistof 4;he |>rave' ($h;- 
tploit which lAiey had performed. 

Seeing that no a4;ta,ck yras ^edqu^y iptQnde4> 
the army broke once more into the line of jmarahy 
aiid praceede<i *ff> a favoii£ahli^ plQc^ of group(l, 
near the uncompleted posiitii^n which I ha,ve 9JI- 
readyidescribed ; wht^re we p^issed the nig]^|:rUfide;r 
little tents mpde with blank^s a»nd ra^m^^rods. )Mo 
^darm accuning, iK)r any. cause off^lelay.^ppe^riiag, 
&t day'bi^eak tire lagain got underarms, ^td puj^hed 
,oh<>towards ithe shippings which, in ^twoibputs, 
were»4istinguifehffble. / 

1%0 infantry .now baited < upon ja narrow neek<0f 
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Wnd, while the artillery was lifted into boats, 
atid conveyed on board the fleet. As soon as this 
l^its done, ' brigade after brigade fell back to the 
water^s edge, and embarked, till finally all, except 
the light troops, were got off. These being left 
to idver the embarkation, w^re extended across 
the ihtirte space which but a little before con- 
tained- the whde army ; but as no attempt was 
ttiade to molest them, they had only the honour of 
• 'being the last to quit the shore. 
^ Hiving ventured to give niy opinion on the 
ikilt jtnd military knowledge displayed on both 
•Irtdfes, dtt¥ihg the* late expedition, it may, perhaps, 
he fexpected that I ishduld do the same on the pre- 
^aifetit odcasion. The fact is, however, that there is 
iMere'but little room for criticism; and that little 
^oiild be almost a recapitulation of what has been 
already said. On the part of the British general 
J am not aware of a single error that can be 
tlWiced. Poor Ross, indeed, threw himself away, 
b^^ exposing his person' unnecessarily in a trifling 
skirmish ;■ but who will blame a soldier for excess 
of courage, or a leader for excess of alertiiess? 
* Like other able men, he was unwilling to trust to 
the report of his subalterns, when it was in his 
' power to asceitain what he soil^ht to knp w^ by 
personal observation; and, like other brave men, 
he would not be deterred froin prosecuting his 
^design by the apprehension of dangen : In the 
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plaa of this expedition, he displayed bofJi:^kiU,j^ 
resolution. Instead of waiting, tim^ by an a,t- 
teinpt to ascend the. river, he chose to land whe|:e 
he was least likely to in^etw:ith immediate pppo^- 
tion ; and such was the celerity [of his motioa^y tljiM^ 
had he lived, the chances are that we should baye. 
fought two battles, in one day. But of whafa 
man might have done, I have nothing tp s^y ; let 
me rather do justice, to his su(;cessor and his ^4- 
visers. Of these latter, there is one whom.it . 
would be improper not to mention by name — 1 
mean Lieutenant Eyans, Deputy Assistant Qu;^|[- 
ter Master General. The whole arrangement ^qf 
our troops in order of battle was committed ^^ 
him; and the judicious metjhod in, whicji tb|&y 
were drawn up, . proved that he ; was not ij;i- 
worthy of the trust. . With respect. to the. dcfa^^r- 
mination of the council of war, I choose^to. l^ 
silent. Certain it is that the nuiplpef of our forcf:§ 
would hardly authorize any desperate attempt; 
and if government regret the issue of the expedi- 
tion, I humbly conceive that the fault is, in a 
great measure, their own, in sending out a force 
so inconsiderable. On such subjects, however^ I 
do not wish to dwell, though every one must be 
sensible that 10,000 men might have accomplished 
what 5,000 could not venture to attempt. 

On the part of the Americans, again, nearly the 
sam^ blunders were committed which marJked 

o3 



198 riALT. 

their proceedings 4tit\ttg the incursion to Wash- 
ington; though certainly more science was dis- 
played in the distribution of their forces along 
their principal position. At Bladensburg, indeed, 
there were no works, but the troops were badly 
aitanged ; here there were not only fortifications^ 
but fortifications eQUdtructed in a scientific man- 
B/er, and troops drawn up id such order, as that^ 
cjYpii without their Wofks, hiany cross fims would 
l^Ve pmtcfcted their frofit* But they neglected 
^unqierous favourable opportul^ities . of harassing 
)^((ff^ but advancie Atid retreat. They felled trees, 
jiiijt; liift no guards to keep them ftom being re- 
fllplr^l, arid took no advantage of the delays which 
jt^jt; removal created^ They risked a battle with 
,g^ of their army, when thete wfes iiO Necessity 
fl>r,it; inawOTd^ they committed all those eitors 
.^hich nieu getierally commit who are tiot soldiers^ 
n0 yet love war. 
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LETTER XV. 

JJaving Qpce t^iore received the troops on board, 
the fleet remained quietly at anphpr till the 17th^ 
wh^H, at an early hour, we set sai^ and stood towkri^^ 
the PJ^tu3^e;at. In this voyage we passed close to 
JC^nt Jslaxid, and again threw the inhabitarite ' *6f 
Anapqlis into alarm by approaching almpst withlii 
gun-shot of their town ; but at neither place v^i^ 
hostilities attempted, and on thp 1 9th y/t ariiVcd, 
without jEuiy adventure, at our former anchpr^^ 
in the river. Here \^g brought up, and painS^ 
were sent pu shore to dig wells in the sand, to 
whiph the boats resorted in great numbers for 
^atef. Cattle and sheep were likewise purchase 
from the na^iv(Bs; some of thje flour which bad 
J>een cap turned, >vas converted into biscuit, ^nd 
leyery prep^xatipn seemed to lip making for a lon^ 
voyage. 

To facilitate these operations, the fleet noyy 
separated, part reipAJning here^ and part proceed- 
ing under 4xlmiral Malcombe to the Potomac.; 
while Sir Alexander Cochrane, in the Tonnant, 
with several frigates aijd gun-brigs, quitted us 
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aljfcpgether, and set sail, as it was given out, for 
Halifax. But our situation was by no means 
agreeable. The climate of this part of America is, 
at, pertain seasons, far from healthy ; and the preva- 
lence of dysentry through the armament, proved 
t|:^t the unhealthy season had already commenced. 
Neither did there appear to be any prospect of 
fa.i;ther employment. No one talked of a future 
^tprprize, nor was the slightest rumour circulated 
^^tp the next point of attack. The death of Ge^ 
i^^f^l Ross, in short, seemed to have disorganized 
t^e whole plan of proceedings, and the fleet and 
afjrny rested idle, like a watch without its main 

^ J ^. While things were in this state, while the 
h^pks of the rivers continued in our possession, 
a^nd; the interior was left unmolested to the Ame- 
ri^^ns, a rash confidence sprung up iii the minds 
of all, insomuch that parties of pleasure would 
fregu^ntly land without arms, and spend many 
Jiours on shore. On one of these occasions, se- 
VjBr^l officers from the 85th Regiment agreed 
tp pass a day together at a farm-house, abou-t 
a. quarter of a mile from the stream ; and taking 
yf^th them ten soldiers, unarmed, to row the 
bpat, a few sailors, and a young midshipman, 
pot more than twelve years of age, they pro- 
ceeded to put their determination into practice. 
Leaving the men under the command of their 
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youthful pilot, to take care of the boat, the 
officers went on to the house, but had not bben 
there above an hour, when they were alarmed by 
a shout which sounded as if it came from tlie 
river. Looking out, they beheld their party sur- 
rounded by seventy or eighty mounted riflemeil J 
the boat dragged upon the beach, and set oh fite. 
Giving themselves up for lost, they continued for 
an instant, in a sort of stupor; but the master 6f 
the house, to Whom some kindness had been- 
shown by our people, proved himself grateful, ahd; 
letting them out by a backdoor, directed thdin'tb 
hide themselves in the wood, while he should en- 
deavour to turn their pursuers on a wrong sceiii. 
As they had nothing to trust to except the horioiir 
of this American, it cannot be supposed that thcfj^ 
felt much at ease; but seeing no better coufslfe 
before them, they resigned themselves to his guid- 
ance, and plunging into the . thicket, concefileii 
therhselves as well as they could among the linddr- 
wood. ' In the mean time the American soldiflil^jf 
having se6tircd all that were left behind, ' excdjit 
the young midshipman, who fled into the wood hi 
spite ^f the fire, divided into two bodies, oiitr of 
which approached the house, while the other elir 
deavoured to overtake the brave boy. It' ^ isb 
chanced that the party in pursuit passed close t6 
the officers in concealment, but by the greati^t 
good fortune di^ not observe them. They ^Su!fc4 



cttded, feoMWver, in catching ft glimpse of tk^ 
ttncbhtpman, just a? be h^<i gaini^ tlvei. waiter'* 
edge, and, wak$ pushing off 9, li^t canoe which 
he had loosened froio the ^tniiop of % tFeq. Th« 
hurharmns immediately gave .ch^e^ ^nng at the. 
hiave kd, and calling out to wf render^; hut the 
gattanfe youth .paid no attention either to ti^elr 
iroices or their bullets. . Launching hia little h^k, 
he put to sea with. a single paddle, and, regardlesa 
of the showers of balls which fell aboyi him, rei 
tnmed alone and unhurt to the ship. 
•'While one party was thus, employed, the other 
hastened to Jthe house in full expectation of cap 
turing the officers. But their host kept hijj woixl 
wifeh great fidelity, and hai^ng dir^ted his country- 
men towards another farm^hou^e at some distance 
ffom his own, and in an opposite quarter from 
where his guests lay, he waited t^U they . were x>ut 
rf sight, and then joined faia new friends in ibeir 
eoncealment. Brmging with hi?n 9uch pfovision? 
aft^ he icould muster, he advised ;them ito keep iq^uiet 
tiU dark, when^ their pui^uers Mviog dcpart)^^ h« 
oondocted them to the river, supplied them with a 
krge canoe, and sent them off in p^fect safety ip 
the fleeL 

On reaching their ship, they found the &5th Rcr 
giment under arms, and preparing tp Im^, for ^be 
purpose of eithear releasing their comrades fron^ 
€S^iv4ty,ior inflicting exemplary punishmeast upp^ 
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th^ fanner by whose treachery it was suppcmsd 
that they had suifered. But when the parttculan 
df his behaviour were related^ the latter atteroar 
tive was at once abandoned ; and it w2» determined:, 
to force a dismissal of tlie captives, by advancing, 
up the country^ and laying waste every thing witb 
fire and sword. The whote of the light brigside 
was accordingly carried on shore, and halted oi^ 
the beach, whilst a messenger was sent forward to 
demand back the prisoners^ Such, however^ was 
the effect of his threatening, that the demand was 
at once complied with, and they returned on board 
without having committed any ravages, or niai*ched 
above two miles from the boats. 

Besides this trifling debarkation, another littie 
excursion was made by the seoond and third bm 
gades, the light troops being lef^ most unacoountt 
ably on board. Hearing that an encampment wa$ 
fotimed a few A^eB from the left bank of the Pen 
tomac, Colotid Brook determined, if possible, to 
cottie up with and engage the force tliere ato^ 
tioned With this view, two brigades were landed 
on t^e night of tiie 4di of October, and pnsbed 
forward at ^ brisk pace, \mt theaa*my being on tbe 
alert, had timely notice of the movement, and te* 
tired ; by Avhich means ^out paisple retorned on the 
5th, without effecting any things 

By this titne the wiwde fleet was once more cqi'* 
lected togttSver ; and crowded the iPc^tomac with 
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Ilieir keels. The Diadem being an old ship and a 
bad sailer, it was determined to remove; from her 
tfete* troops which she had formerly carried, to 'fill 
ftiir U^ith America prisoners, and to setxd her to 
Siilgland; : TheMenelaus^tras likewise dispatched 
"Wlih such officers and soldiers as required ' the be- 
Bfefit^of their native air, to complete the bure of 
their wounds ; ' and the rest getting und^r weigh 
dti^the 6th, stood directly towards the mouth of 
ttty Chesapeake. When we reached the James 
Btiviet', we anchored, and were joined by an' Ameri- 
iSA^ sfehboner bearing a flag of truce. She brought 
l9ith' 'her Colonel Thomtouj Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wodd, and the rest of the officers and men who 
iwd been left behind at Bladensburg, and being 
ttikler the guidance of Commodore Barney, tiiat 
g^iitleman was enabled to discharge his trust ie*en 
tO'thiB very letter. J • ' . 

**''It may readily be supposed that the meeting be- 
tween friends thus restored to each bthefr^' was very 
dg^eeable. But there was another souwre of oom- 
fort^^which this arrival communicated, of greater 
itti^rt^hce than the pleasurie bestowed uponandi- 
^dufels; In Colonel Thornton we felt that we had 
Wteovered a dashing and enterprising offic€i*;ioiie 
i8»A*tell calculated to lead a corps of light troopis, 
and to guide the advance of an army, as any iii the 
sfervice.^' On the whole, therefore, • the American 
aiSehoc^eF'was as welcome as if she had been a first- 
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rate man of war, filled with rcinforcemenb ftcwh 
England. 

The wounded being now sent off, and Colonel 
Wood among the number, the remainder of the 
fleet again set sail, and reached the mouth of- tht 
bay without interruption* Here they were ^et 
by a frigate and two brigs, which spoke to the Ad- 
miral, and apparently communicated some impor- 
tant intelligence ; for we immediately put about, 
and stood once more up the Chesapeake. The 
wind, however, blew with great violence, and ,4*- 
rectly against us. After beating about, therefori^ 
for some time, without gaining any ground,- twe 
.turned our heads towards the ocean, ^ad, flyittg 
between the Capes with amazing velocity, ste^ 
out to sea; directing our course tpw^'ds . the 
S.S.E; ; and. proceeding at the rate of seven imij^s 
an hour under bare poles. The sea ran tremexih 
doubly high, - and the ;sky was dark and dreary; 
insomuch that by a landsman the gale 'might safely 
be accounted a storm. . Under these circu mstances, 
the ship^rolling asif she would dip her top-mast in 
the water, and the waves breaking in at the baok 
.windows of the cabin, nothing remained, torjbie 
done but to go to bed. Thither most of us,, je^* 
Gordingly, repaired, and, holding ourselves in oiir 
births by clinging to the posts, we amused our- 
selves by watching the motions of the stools, 
books, trunks, and other articles, as they/ floaty 
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find, while the artillery was lifted into boats, 
alid conveyed on board the fleet. As soon as this 
Iris done, ' brigade after brigade fell back to the 
waters edge, and embarked) till finally all, except 
iJie light troops, were got off. These being left 
to <6dvet the embarkation, w^ire extended across 
'the ihtifte space which but a little before con- 
fined- the whole army; but as no attempt was 
tiiade to molest them, they had only the honour of 
*being the last to quit the shore. 
'' Having ventured to give my opinion on the 
ikili 2tnd military knowledge displayed on both 
*Sides, du¥ihg the' late expedition, it may, pethaps, 
he fexpected that I should do the same on the pre- 
^sfetit odcasion. The fact is, however, that there is 
hferebut little room for criticism; and that little 
v^biild b^ almost a recapitulation of what has been 
already said. On the part of the British general 
J am not aware of a single error that can be 
ilttticed. Poor Ross, indeed, threw himself away, 
by exposing* his person unnecessarily in a trifling 
skirmish;' but who will blame a soldier for excess 
of courage, or a leiader for excess of alertness? 
' Like other able men, he was unwilling to trust to 
the report of his subalterns, when it was in his 
'power to ascertain what he sod^ht to know- by 
personal observation ; and, like other brave men, 
he would not be deterred from prosecuting his 
^design by the appi*ehension of dangen ^ In the 



plaa of this expedition, he displayed bqjth.^kill^pd 
resolution. Instead of wonting, timp by an at- 
tempt to ascend the. river, he chose to land yvheire 
h€ was least likely to m^etwith immediate pppoi^- 
tion ; and such was the celerity :of his raotioi?^, tl)# 
had he lived, the chances are that we. should baye. 
fought two battles, in one day. But of what a 
man ixiight have done, I have nothing tp s^y ; let 
me rather do justice, to his successor and his ^d-* 
visers. Of these Jatter, there is one whom. it . 
would be improper not to nientipn by nan^e — I 
mean Lieutenant Eyans, Deputy Assistant Quj^k* 
ter Master General. The whole arrangement .qf 
our troops in order of battle \yas committed ^,to 
him; and the judicious method in whic)i tb^y 
were drawn up, . proved that he j was not ij^i- 
worthy of the trust. With respect. to the. det<^- 
mination of the council of war, I choose, to, l^ 
silent. Certain it is that the nuipbei" of our forc^ 
would hardly authorize any desperate attempt; 
and if government regret the issue of the expedi- 
tion, I humbly conceive that the fault is, in a 
great measure, their own, in sending out a force 
so inconsiderable. On such subjects, however^ I 
do not wish to dwell, though every one must be 
sensible that 10,000 men might have accomplished 
what 5,000 could not venture to attempt. 

On the part of the Americans, again, nearly the 
sam^ blunders were committed which marJced 
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generally tall stout fellows, pinion his arms to his 
sides ; and another, bringing a bucket filled with 
grease and slops from tlie kitchen, sets it down at 
his godship's feet, putting a small painting brush 
into his hand. Neptune now dips his brush into 
the filth, and proceeds to spread a lather over the 
face of the novice, taking care to ask questions 
during the whole process ; and if the adopted be 
simple enough to reply, the brush is instantly 
thrust into his mouth. As soon as a sufficient 
quantity of grease is laid upon the face, Neptune 
next seizes a piece of rusty iron, generally the 
blpken hoop of a water cask, with which he scrapes 
oflF all that has been applied. If the novice take 
all this patiently, his face is washed, and he is per- 
fxutted to descend from his throne in peace, being 
dignified with the title of Neptune's son. But if 
he lose his temper, which most men are inclined 
to do, a bucket of sea- water, is poured upon his 
head. If this be sufficient to cool his wrath, he 
suffers no more ; but if it only increase his indig- 
nation, bucket after bucket is emptied over him, 
. and, at last, the hqlders of the sail-cloth suddenly 
retiring, he is plunged, over head, into the tub. 
To crown all, the unfortunate wretch who has en- 
dured these miseries, is fined, by his tormentor, in 
a gallon of rum ; a fine which the force of custom 
compels him to pay. It must be confessed that 
this is a barbarous amusement, much resembling 
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that of the boys, in the fable of the boys and the 
frogSt :Thoagh very agreeable to tiiose who actj 
and to the lookers on, it is hot so to him that 
suffers. 

In this mariner many persons were treated^ till 
at length Neptune growing weary from the num- 
ber of novices,' was content to admit the r^st to th6 
privileges of initiation, on condition that the fines 
should be punctually paid; an agreement, 'into 
which mast of us very thankfully entered. 

. Next inorniAg,' the first object which met 0u't 
eyes, was the land of Cay cos island* We were so 
close to the shore, * when day-light discovered ilt; 
that Ihad the ^wihd been at air adverse, we tnmt unf 
questionably have, struck ; but being assisted by a 
fair and gentle breeze, the ships put about immfe' 
diately,.and escaped the danger. Standing out to 
sea, 'the fleet now doubled the promontory, and ' 
steering round by the other side, sailed on without 
losing sight of land, till late in the evening. 

On the following day, a signal was made fronl 
the Admiral's ship, that the Golden Fleece trans- 
port, under convoy of the Volcano bomb, should 
proceed to Port Royal, while the rest of the fleet 
held their course towards Negril bay. These: two 
vessels ax;cordingly set all sail, and pushed forward 
by themselves ; while the others kept on ^t a mor^ 
moderate rate, that none might stray from the Cpn- 
voy ; , for the West India seas at this time swarift- 
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ing with Aitierician privateers, it was of great 
consequence to keep the store-ships and heavy 
transports in the middle of the squadron. 

It so chanced, that I took my passage in one of 
the two ships which went forward by themselves. 
The wind was fair, and we made great progress, 
insomuch, that before dark the high land of St. 
Domingo, on one sidCj and the mountains of Cuba 
on the other were discernible. In spite of the heat, 
therefore, our voyage soon became truly delight- 
ful. Secure of getting on under the influence of 
the trade winds, we had nothing to distract our 
thoughts, or keep us from feasting our eyes upon 
the glorious shores of these two islands ; while in 
Addition to the sight of land, which of itself was 
cheering, we were amused with water-spouts, ap- 
parently playing about us in every direction. One 
of these, however, began to form within a little 
distance of the ship, and as they are dangerous as 
well as interesting, a cannon was got ready to 
break it, before it should reach us. But it did not 
complete its formation, though I cannot tell why ; 
for, after one spout had risen into the air some 
height, and another bent down from the clouds, to 
meet it, they were suddenly carried away in dif- 
ferent directions, and fell into the sea with the 
noise of a cataract. 

Among other sources of amusement, our atten- 
tion was drawn, on the 29th, to a shark, which 
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made its appearance at the stern of the vesseL A 
strong hook was immediately prepared, and baited 
with a piece of salt pork, which, being thrown 
over, was instantly gulped by the voracious mon* 
ster. But, as soon as he felt the pain occasioned 
by the hook in his jaws, he plunged towards the 
bottom of the sea with such violence, as to render 
the very tafFarel hot, by the rapidity of the cord 
gliding over it. Having permitted him to go a 
certain length, he was again hauled up to the sur- 
face> where he remained without offering further 
resistance, whilst a boat was lowered down, and a 
strong noose thrown over his head. Being thus 
made fast to the gunwale of the boat, he was 
brought round to the gangway, when the end 
of the noose being cast over the main-yard, he was 
lifted out of the sea and swung upon the ship's 
deck. Hitherto he had suffered quietly, offering 
no resistance, and apparently stupified by the pain 
of his jaw ; but he began now to convince us that 
neither life nor strength had deserted him ; lashing 
with his tail with such violence as speedily to clear 
the quarter deck, and biting in the most furious 
manner at every thing within his reach. One of 
the sailors, however, who seemed to understand 
these matters more than his comrades, took an axe, 
and watching his opportunity, at one blow chopped 
off his tail. He was now perfectly harmless, unless 
indeed, one had chosen to thrust one's hand into 
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Iris mouth; and the same sailor accordingly pro- 
ceeded to lay him open, and to take out his en- 
trails. And' now it was that the tenacity of life? 
peculiar to these animals displayed itself. After 
his heart and bowels were taken out, the shark still 
continued to exhibit proofs of animation, by biting 
with as much force as ever, at a bag of carpenter's 
tools that happened to lie within his reach. 

Being cut up, he was distributed in portions 
among the soldiers and ship's crew. The tail part 
only, was reserved as the chief delicacy for our 
cabin, which, though dry. and hard, with little 
flavour or taste^ was on the. present occasio^ con- 
sidered as agreeable food, because it wa^ fresh. 
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But what I principally relished, in this part of 
our voyage, was the exquisite beauty of its night- 
scenery. To an inhabitant of Great Britain^ the 
splendour of a night-scene in these climates is alto- 
gether unknown. Shiniilg broad and full in a sky 
perfectly cloudless, the moon sends forth a clear 
and mellow lustre, little inferior, in point of 
strength, to the full twilight in England. By this 
means you never lose sightof land, either by night 
or day; as long as your course lies between Cuba 
and Saint Domingo ; whilst the delicious coolness, 
which follows the setting of the sun, tempts you, 
in spite of all the whispers of prudence, to expose 
yourself to dews and damps, rather than forego 
those pleasures of which they are the b^ne. Be- 
sides, you have constantly the satisfaction of 
observing yourself move steadily on at the most 
agreeable of all rates, about five or six miles an 
hour; a satisiaction far fi'om trifling iA a sea life. 
Then the ocean is so smooth, that scarcely a rip- 
ple is seen to break the moon-beams as they fell ; 
whilst the quiet dash of little waves against the 
ship's side, and the rushitig noise occasioned by 

p3 
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the moving of her bow through the water, produce 
altogether an effect which may, without affecta- 
tion, be termed absolutely refreshing. It was my 
common practice to sit for hours after night-fall 
upon the taffarel, and strain my eyes in the attempt 
to distinguish objects on shore, or strange sails in 
the distance. 

It so happened, th^t on the 30th I was tempted 
to indulge in this idle but bewitching employment, 
even beyond my usual hour for retiring; and 
did not quit the deck till towards two o'clock in 
the morning of the 31st. I had just entered my 
cabin, and was beginning to undress, when a cry 
from above, of an enemy in chase, drew me in- 
stantly to the quarter deck. On looking a-stern, I 
perceived a vessel itiaking directly after us, and 
was soon convinced of the justice of the alarm, by 
a shot which whistled over our heads. All hands 
were now called to quarters, the small sails were 
taken in, and having spoke to our companion, and 
made.an agreement as to position, both ships cleared 
for action. But the stranger seeing his signal 
obeyed with so much alacrity, likewise slackened 
sail, and continuing to keep us in view, followed 
our wake without approaching nearer. In this 
state things pontinued till day-break, we still hold- 
ing our course, and he hanging back ; but as soon 
as it was light, he set more sail and ran to wind- 
ward, moving just out of gun-shot, in a parallel di- 
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rection with us. It was now necessary to fall upon* 
some plan of deceiving him, otherwise there was 
little probability that he would attack. In the 
bomb, indeed, the height of the bulwarks served to 
conceal some of the men ; but in the transport no 
such screen existed. The troops were, therefore, 
ordered below, and only the sailors, a few blacks, 
and the officers kept the deck. The same expe- 
dient was likewise adopted, in part, by Captain 
Price, of the Volcano, and, in order to give to his 
ship a still greater resemblance than it already had 
to a merchantman, he displayed an old faded scar- 
let ensign, and drew up his fore and mainsail in 
what sailors term a lubberly manner* 

As yet the stranger had shown no colours, but 
from her build and rigging, there was little doubt 
as to her country. She was a beautiful schooner, 
presenting seven ports of a side, and apparently 
crowded with men, circumstances which imme-^ 
diately led us to believe, that she was an American 
privateer. The Volcano, on the other hand^ was 
a clumsy strong built ship, carrying twelve guns ; 
and the Golden Fleece mounted eight ; so that in 
point of artillery, the advantage was rather on our 
side ; but the Americans' sailing was so much su- 
perior to that of either of us, that this advantage 
was more than counterbalanced. 

Having dodged us till eight o'clock, and recon- 
noitered with great exactness, the stranger he^m 
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to steer gradually nearer and nearer, till at length 
il was judged that she was within range. A gun 
*was accordingly fired from the Volcano, and an- 
other from the transport, the balls from both of 
which passed over her, and fell into the sea. Find- 
ing herself thus assaulted^ she now threw oflF all 
disguise, and hung out an American ensign ; when, 
jHitting her helm up, she poured a broadside, with 
ft volley of musquetry, into the transport ; and ran 
along side of the bomb which sailed to windward. 
As soon as her flag was displayed, and her in- 
tention of attacking discerned^ all hands were 
ordered up; and she received two well-directed 
broadsides from the Volcano, as well as a warm 
salute from the Golden Fleece. But such was 
tilt celerity of her motion, that she was ^long 
side of the bomb in less time than can be 
imagined ; and actually dashing her bow against 
the otliteir, attempted to carry her by boarding. 
(>aptaiu Price, however, was ready to receive 
th^in. The boarders were at their posts in an 
instant, apd Jonathan finding, to use a vulgar 
phrasCj that he had caught a Tartar, left about 
ttv^nty of his men upon the Volcjano's bowsprit, 
all'of whom were thrown into the sea ; and filling 
his sails, sheered off with the same speed with 
which he had borne down. In attempting to 
escape, he unavoidably fell somewhat to leeward, 
atid exposed the whole of his dock to the fire of 
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the transport. A tremendous discharge of mus- 
quetry saluted him as he passed ; and it was almost 
laughable to witness the haste with which his 
crew hurried below, leaving none upon deck ex- 
cept such as were absolutely wanted to work his 
vessel. 

The Volcano had, by this time, filled and gave 
chace, firing with great precision at his yards and 
rigging, in the hope of disabling him. But as 
fortune would have it, none of his important ropes 
or yards were cut ; and we had the mortification 
to see him, in a few minutes, beyond our reach. 

In this affair, a marine officer and two men were 
killed on board the Bomb ; and some of the tack- 
ling was shot away. The transport suffered 
nothing, in killed or wounded, - having been in a 
great degree protected from the enemy's fire, by 
her commodore ; and only one rope, I believe a 
mainstay, was destroyed. 

The battle being over, and the chace given up 
as fruitless, we continued our course,- without any 
other adventure; and before dark, were able to 
distinguish the blue movmtains. of Jamaica. St. Do- 
mingo and Cuba had both disappeared, and this 
was now the only land visible, but it was not till 
the first of November that we could obtain a dis^ 
tinct view of it* Then, indeed, we found ourselves 
within a few miles of the shore, and coasted along^ 
highly delight;ed with the prospect before us. 
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T]ie shores of Jamaica are ia general bold and 
mountainous, but on this side they are peculiarly 
grand. It appeared to me, that even the Pyrenees, 
magnificent as they are, were not to be compared, 
in point of altitude, to the hills now before me ; 
and early in the morning, while yet the mists hung 
upon their summits and concealed them, the ima- 
gination was left to picture to itself what it chose ; 
even the gates of heaven resting upon their tops. 
It was, in truth, a glorious scene ; and as the wind 
blew light and uncertain, we were permitted, from 
the slowness of the ship's progress, to enjoy it to 
the full. Towards evening, indeed, the breeze 
died entirely away, which compelled us to anchor 
about eight miles from the harbour of Port Royal. 

In spite of the little rest which I had procured 
during the preceding nights, having sat up till an 
early hour this morning, to watch several strange 
sails that hovered about us, I could not bring my- 
self to quit the deck till after midnight, so beauti- 
ful, in all respects, were the objects around me« 
The moon shone with her accustomed brilliancy, 
and exhibited every crag and tree upon the land, 
changed and confounded in shape, but still plainly ; 
while the perfume, borne off upon the breeze, was 
odoriferous in the highest degree. The sound of 
the waves, likewise, breaking upon the rocks, and 
the occasional cry of seamen, as, they adjusted 
Topes and sails, together with the sight of several 
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vessels which took advantage of the night- wind 
and stood to sea, with canvass glittering in the 
moon-beams, produced so delightful a combination, 
as completely rivetted me to my seat ; nor wa:s it 
without much reluctance that I at length yielded 
to the drowsy god, and descended to my cabin. 

Next morning, the ship got under weigh at an 
early hour, but owing to the unsteadiness of the 
breeze, it was ten o clock before we made any sa- 
tisfactory progress. As we approached the bay 
which forms the harbour of Port Royal^ a novel 
and pleasing scene presented itself. The hills 
dying gradually away, gave place to gentle slopes 
and green knolls, till towards the entrance, the 
coast became perfectly level. Pushing forward, 
we soon found ourselves in a narrow channel be- 
tween two projecting head-lands, beautifully omar 
mented with cocoa-nut trees, and so near to each 
other, that I could with ease have thrown a biscuit 
from the ship's deck upon either. At the extre- 
mity of these necks, just where the bay begins its 
sweep, stand two well-built forts, bristling with 
cannon ; and at the opposite side may be seen a 
third, ready to sink whatever hostile fleet should 
be fortunate enough to pass the first. But these 
were not the most striking parts of the scene. The 
water in this streight is remarkably clear, and ex* 
hibits with great distinctness the tops and chim- 
neys of houses at the bottom* It will be recol- 
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•leeted, that many years agOj an earthquake not 
only demolished great part of the town of Port 
-Royal, but likewise covered it with the sea ; by 
which means, the site of the harbour was com- 
pletely changed, and that which was formerly dry 
land, and a town, became part of the entrance of 
the bay. 

Having doubled the promontories, a rich and 
•extensive prospect meets the eye. You find your- 
self, a^ it were, in a large inland lake, the banks of 
•which are covered with plantations of sugar-cane, 
groves of cocoa-nut and plantane trees, and other 
woods peculiar to these regions, beautifully inter- 
'spersed with seats and villages. ' On your right, is 
rthe town of Port Royal, lying nearly on a level 
with the water, and strongly protected by fortifi- 
XJations, while in various other directions are castles 
and batteries, adding an appearance of security to 
that of plenty. The banks, though not lofty, 
slope gently upwards^ with occasional falls or 
'glens, and the back ground is composed, in general, 
of the rugged tops of distant mountains. 

Having waited till the ship dropped anchor, I 
put myself into a sort of barge rowed by fbur ne- 
^gioes, and proceeded to Kingston. Though not 
tJic capital of the island, Kingston is the largest town 
in Jamaica. It stands upon the brink of a frith, 
•about nine miles above Port Royal; and thence 
enjoys all* the advantages of the chief mart in this 
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trading country. Like moist other mercantile sea-t 
ports, it is built widiout much regard to regularity,, 
The streetSj though wide, are in general the reverse 
of elegant, being composed alm;ost entirely of 
wooden houses, and by no means remarkable for 
cleanliness. Of public buildings, it possesses none; 
worthy of notice. Its inns are, however, excellent; 
and though certainly not moderate in their charges, 
they are at least more so than those of Bermuda.^ 
In a word, it is exactly such a town as one would 
expect to find, holding the principal commercial 
rank in a colony where mens' minds seldom aspire 
beyond the occupations of trade. 

Of the intense heat in this place, none but those 
wliQ have experienced it can form a notion. It is. 
impossible to walk out with any comfort, except, 
befojre.the sun has risen, pr after he has set; and 
even . within doors, with the aid of thorough: 
draughts, and. all the other expedients usually r 
adopted, on su^ch occasions, it is with tHe utmo3t; 
difficulty that you can contrive to keep your blood 
in a moderate degtee . of temperature. In the 
town jtself, theriefore, few of the higher classes- 
reside;, the closeness produced by a proximity of 
houses beiqg in this climate peculiarly insupport- 
able. These accordingly inhabit little villas, called- 
Pens, about three or four miles in the country;- 
the master of each family generally retaining a 
suite of apartments, or perhaps an entire mansion in: 
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some open street, for his own usq, when business 
obliges him to exchange the comfort of fresh air 
for the suffocating atmosphere of Kingston. To- 
wards the outskirts, indeed^ in one direction, a few 
genteel families inhabit one or two handsome 
bouses, surrounded by extensive gardens and shrub- 
beries; but these are not numerous, and so far 
from the heat of the town, as to be in a great mea- 
sure beyond the influence of its smoke, and other 
nuisances. 

^During our sojourn in this place, we received 
the most hospitable attention from several persons 
of the first distinction. Balls, and other entertain- 
ments, were given, at which all the beauty and 
fashion in this part of the island attended; and 
for some days I had little leisure or inclination for 
any other pursuit, than the enjoyment of civilized 
pleasures ; a pursuit which, from long disuse, pos- 
sessed more than ordinary zest. But, at length, 
having seen as much of Kingston and its vicinity, 
as I desired to see, I determined to take advantage 
of the opportunity which fortune had placed 
within my reach, and to make an excursion into 
the heart of the Blue Mountains. To this I was 
additionally induced by an invitation from an old 
friend to visit him at Annotto Bay ; and as, along 
with his letter, he sent a horse for my own con- 
veyance, and a mule fox the conveyance of my 
baggage, no difficulty respecting a mode of being 
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transported, stood in the way to obstruct my 
design. 

Having made up my mind to this journey, I 
waited till sun-set on the 9th, when starting in 
the cool of the evenipg, I reached a little tavern 
called the Plumb-tree, about half an hour after 
dark. My ride carried me through an open and 
fertile country, covered with sugar canes, coffee, 
and such other plants as are cultivated in the low 
grounds of Jamaica. It was a short oncj not more 
than twelve miles in extent; but I was forced to 
halt where I did, because I had now gained the 
foot of the mountains ; and if I passed the Plumb- 
tree, well known as a sort of half-way house on 
such tours, I might travel all night without finding 
any place of accommodation. 

As darkness set in, one of the beautiful pecu- 
liarities of a tropical climate, which I had not pre- 
viously witnessed, came under my observation. 
The air was filled with fire-flies, which emitting a 
phosphoric light, something similar to the light of 
the glow-worm, only more red and brilliant, 
danced around me like sparks from a smith's anvil, 
when he is beating a bar of red hot iron. These 
creatures flutter about with a humming noise, and 
frequently settle in large swarms upon branches 
of trees, giving to them the semblance of so many 
pieces of timber taken newly out of a fire. When 
viewed by day-light^ they are in no way remarka- 
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ble for their elegance, resembling in the shape of 
the body a long beetle^ which may be seen . in thq 
fields after sun-set, without wings br,spales. In 
colour they are a dingy brown, and, like thq {glow- 
worm, carry, their light in t^e tail. 

As I had not before chanced to see any, thing of 
the kind, and forgot at; the moment that such an 
insect ai^ the fire-fly existed, I was for ja.fe»w. mi- 
nutes at a loss to what cause to attribute the phe* 
nomeiion ; and was at last indebted . to my n^ro 
gi^jde for refreshing my memory on, the subject. 
T3ie effect,. hqwever, cannot be cohceived,^ without 
being witnessed. A cl iister ; of t w;o or .three glow- 
worms shine so brilliantly, that the^yfavill furnish 
subje9t for the commendatory eloquence , of. any 
one fortunate enough .to iperceive them together ; 
but their brilliancy is as a farthing candle to ^the 
sun, when compared with that of the fire-fly. Not 
two or three, but thousands of these creaturesr 
dance around, filling the air with a wavering and 
uncertain glimmer, of the extreme beauty o^ 
which ho words can convey an adequate con- 
ception. 

Having passed the night at this tavern, a small 
cottage kept by a free negro and his wife, I rose 
two hours before dawn, and prosecuted my journey. 
From the moment I quitjted the Plumb-tree, I be- 
gan gradually to ascend, till, at day-break, I found 
myiself in the midst of the most glorious scenery 
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that the imagination of man can conceive. Every 
thing around was new and romantic. The hills, 
towering into the very sky, were covered from 
top to bottom with the richest herbage, and the 
most luxuriant wood. Rarely could a barren crag 
be discerned, and when it did appear, it was only 
a sharp point, or a bold projection pushing itself 
forward from the midst of the thickest foliage. 
But what to me formed the most bewitching part 
of the prospect, was the elegance of the trees, and 
their perfect dissimilitude to any I had previously 
beheld. The cocoa-nut and plantane were mingled 
with the wild-pine and lime-tree; while the cashew 
and wild-coffee, with numberless other shrubs, 
loaded at once with fruit and blossom, formed the 
underwood to these graceful forests. 
, As yet I had been favoured with a wide and 
good road, but now it began gradually to narrow, 
till at last it ended in a path little more distinct 
than the sheep-tracks over the hills in Scotland. 
Winding along the sides of the mountains, it 
brought me frequently to spots, where the wood 
parting, as if artificially, displayed deep ravines, to 
look down which, without becoming dizzy, required 
DO little strength of head ; whilst above, the same 
hill continued to stretch itself to a height, far be- 
yond any I had before gazed upon. Presently 
after, it conducted me gently down into vallies 
completely shut out from the rest of the world ; and 
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aa h desoendedi Jrirauld heiur 4ho coanofMiaAcf ythoiigb 
lUi tbert tbe stream (bw ithe botttednvpf tliHe glen, ^QuUi 
bfi. ,percew«A • Oato one of tbe^erfowasipwy'^fto?) 
passing through a thick grove^.I.beli«ld(*>(riyB?iQC 

9^ine width, dashing along tk^<ig}ei>^<fiiMj.(3bafing 
so as to produce the rioise fof^ianmightytiiWOi^rlalUi 
Towards the brink of this river my guide (inducted 
me; when, plunging in^>.weniade auf way; .with 
some difficulty, to the opposite bank^land <ag^ii^ 
began to ascend. '^ r^ i • -^ ^ 

< For several hours, the same sceoeiy i surnwnded 
me, only varied by the occasiofial ^pearaj&ce of 
dusters ©f negro hutsu Than theses it iB^ibipossjble 
to> imagine any ^species of huts or tdwMlings more 
beautifully picturesque. They are constructed of 
strong limbs of trees, thatched over with steaw^ 
and usually ending in a cone ; having no wipdgws, 
but only two, or sometimes four doers^ fQr ithi^ puis* 
pose of admitting a free current of air. The spolta 
chosen for their erection, are generally smjall plat^ 
forms or terraces in tbe sides of thf iliiUa^^r^ jjAf lit)^ 
paith^ similar to that along whacb LtitiveU^d, ?i^inds 
down from their doors to the bottom of the valley,; 
and conducts to the edge of the jiy^^/fromi whence 
the inhabitants are supplied with water. Other 
tracks likewise branch off in different directions, 
-some towards the summit, and others along the 
sides of the mountains ; leading, probably, to the 
fields or spots where the inhabitants labour. These 
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huts have IK) chimney, 'but only a large hole in tlie 
roof, to give free pass^e'to the smoke, and I could 
peifceive, by its rise at present, that fires were con'- 
stantly kept burning. 

It would be labour lost) were I to' attempt any 
nibre minute description of this delightful jouri^y^ 
BvfeFy 1 step I took presented- somethring ne W/. waS 
sohiethi;ig nfioi^ giutifd^Tid sublitnaef tllan I^had just 
quitted ; while the oonttipniial fotding of theswoileii 
river, (for I crossed the same stream no fewser , 
thtsin ^ght a.nd twenty times^) gave an additioilal 
iMerest* tGi th^ scene, arising' froiii >the sense of 
ddngtn The miny seasons having just ended, this 
sti«€«ftn, the Wag-water, a most >appropriate jufanae/ 
hlul < not asC yet returned to its ^ natural sizd ; bnit at 
thlJ»'lbrdSi which in general WKDuIdnot'Cb^eria^ 
b^y^eV knees, the dbpt^ was such as)to'snoi6ltesi 
thts ftaddle-girthsi ' Sa great a- qwantity^ of water, in* 
af urioos inountam-torrent, pouring on ^ with aU the 
vMbnceporod^ed'by a steep d^scent^ odcasibned lu^ 
s%ht ^ressui'e up6ti my steed ; nor was it without 
cdnsiderabiie flouhdering onrhis^* part, .^nd^ptne; 
anxifetyon ^mine^ ihat'^ontee or twice* nwei suc*^. 
ceeded in making'goodiour-passa^^ "» »"Iif'r; . I,: 

\:l\ ■ y^ f . t /': ■ ^•* ,■ .'.^ . '. ? '•/!•' 
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^iNoow was approaching when my sooty fellow- 
traveller directed fny attention to ^neat cottage, 
Ifoiftanti^ajUy situated on the top of a low mound, 
'Which stood alone in the middle of stupendous 
■ilniountaind. It commanded one of the most ex- 
"ijjaislte prosfiects that fancy can represenfe A» sort 
^iitfgleri surrounded it on every side, richly and 
^lie^utifully wooded j behind, rose some of the most 
Wty bf the blue mountains; on the right there was 
'ail opening, which admitted a fine view of Annotta 
35ay ; while in the other direction, the hills sloping 
•gradually upwards, presented an inclinedi plane, 
-covered- With fields of sugar-cane, and ending at 
a cbnsiderable distance, in one abrupt and broken 
^Wdge. ' 

''- The cottage in question, was the residence of 
'my friend, and the resting place whither. my steps 
were turned; nor did I experience any regret' at 
finding myself so near my journey's end. The 
heat had for some time been almost intoler- 
able, and having, eaten nothing since 1:he night 
before, nature began to cry out for repose and re- 
pletion. In truth, the welcome which I expe- 
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rienced was of such a nature, as to take away 
all Jesire of wandering farther. We had not 
met for many years, and since that time, some me- 
lancholy changfii had taken place in my friend's 
family ; but he received me with all the cordial 
hospitality which a warm heart produc-es, and for- 
got his own- private sorrows, that he might ubt 
throw a damp over my enjoyments. 
? Feeling that I had taken sufficient exercise for 
one day, I did not go out till the morrow; when 
we tode together round several estates, saw the 
process of .making sugar, and vi$itied several hos^ 
pitals, • iwith ^fwhioh each estate is supplied for the 
reception and cure of sick negroes. I likewise 
made ihany minute inquiries as to the state and 
condition of the slaves, inspecting their huts, and 
even' examining their provisions ; arid I must con- 
fess that the result of these inquiries was such, as 
to destroy much of the abhorrence which I had 
before f ctt to the: name of slavery. There is 45ome- 
thing inthe idea of bondage very repugnant to 
the feelings of men born to freedom as an inhe- 
ritance ; nor are there any evils which such men 
would not undeirgo to preserve that inheritance! 
But after all, the misery of the one state, and the 
happiness of the other, is but ideal. As far as real 
comforts go, I should pronounce the ndgro slave, 
in Jamaica, a happier man than the peasant ia 
England. « 'Like a wldier^ he is well fed, supplied 
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With whktciothing'' he requires, has a comfoitable 
h^ to sleefp 'on, is disttessed ivithiio cares for the 
JSi^dit of hjs family, and is only obliged, dn re- 
tiitn for all this, to labour a certain number of 
fadUrs in the day. It is true that he may be beaten, 
and tannot resist; but lie never is beateii, un- 
less ha dfeserve it: and to a nian afflicted; or' if 
^ou please ennobled ^by no finfe* ffeelilJgdiWP'hQiioul-, 
* bekting^roduces^ no pain, except what rtiay drise 
jfi^ tihe^strbkes thetti3eive8: 

With respect to the treatment of slaves, again, 
the outcry so general in England against the 
criielty of overseers is quite abdurd. No man, 
howtiver wanting in humanity, is so foolish as to 
^fcitidfer useless his own property. If he have no 
better principle to direct him, the same policy 
trhich prevents an English farmer from over-work- 
ifag or abusing his horse, will prevent a West India 
merchant from over-working or abusing his slave. 
Nor are the slaves prohibited from earning some- 
iiiing for themselves. A certain number of hotirs 
iiiea'ch day are at their own disposal, when, if 
they choose to work on^ they are paid so much for 
their servicies ; if not, they are permitted to am<uie 
'themselves in any manner they please. Their food, 
though coarse, is wholesome, and such las they have 
been all their lives accustomed to ; their houses, 
though not elegant, are in no respect inferior to the 
generality of cottages, allowed to the poor by parish 
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officers in Eqglf^nd^ , ^p^ when tivey,arf.§iQl^^ thqy^ape 
remored to airy. boapitalsi, where aSf^u^hiatt^ii(t;ifl^p 
i» paid to.thqm, aft(if:tli?y ;wer€},p€K)p|e o£t9.j:^j^ 
conscqwencen ; tfijut, abqveralj,) thejiare nevePfflif- 
tressed with .anxiety; for their families... 'Jlhey,kflft^ 
that theirohildrea will receive tl^e sanii^.tpeatii^^t 
that they ;have receivedi tbaA they wili.nevi^fl W^}lt 
food, clothing,' or aa-ho^aej and tljbQrie](bi'?^i:tJ^ 
without any of (tho^c^ harroH^ing drea^d^, whic}ii ^ 
frequently madden the xieathrbjed ofdu^Kng^^ 
labourer). ! ,. ■/ i, • . , ♦. . u f( 

' But, it will be said, they are slaves ; a^d in.||>c 
wordislavery are comprehended the wor^t eyili^,^l^t 
can befal a human bei^g. This is all very wel^^iipi 
theory, and no doubt every man bom, free if'cmld 
risk his life to preserve his liberty.; but thcmpst 
of these slaves have j^vct known what freedoini^ ; 
and it iii absurd,,tOMtalk of a man pining fofjie 
ksto ws not wha^t Latterly, indeed, thanks tQ<:;er- 
taia kupQiane individuals^ who, withoujt. possesi^iiig 
l^jslightesttrperspnal knowledge of their siituatjjonj 
havte pitied t^m so loudly, that. their <x>inp^- 
4$io^a4i^«expre$jsions have ci:ossed the Atlantic, tl^y 
.hav<e begun to consider t^^^emselvea as. hardily 
treated, in being refused the common bif thrright 
of man. The consequence is, that many negrp^Sy 
who were before cheerful and happy,, are now^cjjp* 
contented and gloomy, and ripe for the mo;^t ./de- 
sperate . attempts* Yet, « ias a proof :of .$heir,^y 

q4 
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]jp.desjri^g freedom, uBleas^ indeed^, that gift wcire 
^^oxnpanled witU the r possessiaiii of thie islands 
ir4^re tb^y dvfell, by far the greatqn partof itbose 
I^T€S, whom. th^ir masters have at.aay time^en- 
femcbised, after wandering ajbout. for awhile^ .tlie 
ijmost miserable creatures upon earth, retuiin, and 
b(eg, as a favour, to be received once .more into 
tib^ir original state of slavery. . , , ; 

.. 'The process of making sugar* is too^well . koown 
t9 Jrqi^der it necessary forme to,4i^scribe it in de^ 
. t^il. The sugar-cane be|ng castintQaigfipdingjnni} 
is pressed till the juice is extracted, which,, being 
ip^^yeyed in pipes from^the mill to ^i large-caldron, 
i^^|:)QUed till it rrequire a certaip pQDiSisteney ; the 
^un^, being' regularly taken oiF.asJt is. thrQwiiUp 
ffpip. Jthe bottom*. The liquor is ithen. poured mfo 
another xaldron, , and. .undergoes anotherMbpiliaig ; 
^iiere being left* till cool, it is takenx>utaQ:a.so}id 
ma^s ; and when bruised, down, becomes < the suga^ 
,pf which w^ make use. The lees and-scumipf the 
si^aragah;! being distilled, produce rutoi;. While the 
^tle and horses^are f^d upon the pu}fK(: and thud, 
Qif^'thjs sugar-plant itselfy three ditfereint .uses are 
Ql^fi, all of them important, and all profitable, t/^ 
. Among other curiosities, I was fortunate enouglr, 
while in > this part of the island, < .to> see \ something 
ol'f the Maroons., These are aiuce of firee negroes^ 
who live entirely by themselves, and are tneated 
asdie allies andfriends of the Brkish^gdvemment. 
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They itiliabit several villages, or 'as th'iy ^re 6aftlcsd^ 
towns, m the wildest part of theititerfei^, and gt*-: 
nerally niar the batiks' bf a river. Thej^ h4Ve tlifeir 
own magistrates, and are governed by larws of thfeSt 
own; but at the head of each little tfepuMic is Mi 
European^ who acts, ^t once^ as ambassador fiWW 
the' whitoSs, afnd ■ as chief governor of the yiittiti 
They are found extremely useful in bringing hktillL 
run-^away slaved, tec^ring a sort of pension for 
their services, And being supplied with lyinskdts 
and ammunition,' at^the e^tpfence of the British iiti- 
thorities. ' ■ ' 'S 

That the Marobiife are not the original inhkbi^ 
tants of Jamaica, their colour sufSciently prdvei. 
They are hot copper-coloured likfe the nativei'^'idf 
Atoetiea, but 'quite blfeck,' resembling, iii almdit 
evsery particular, the African negrol 'Their ifeSr 
tures, however, are not'so universally flat ; and'tlfe 
hair of many, instead of being woolly and curijf , 
isioiig and'sleek. * Some of their 'women are coin- 
pietely beautiful^ with high noses, and lips BWy^ 
dwately thick; v^hile their form and mak^-alfe 
erect'Jttnd graceful; Till I beheld these fetnal6 
Marobns, • I did not conceive it possible 4?o'appI||l^ 
the term beautiful to a being as dark ^ ebony ; 
but, in truth, so powerful is the effect of reguU»r 
features and an elegant form,' that the difference 
of complexion is notable to destroy it ' 

; : Ail the Maiooris are n<>t, hoSvevcr, of this 'de-» 
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gori{>tk>ti. They axe now so jtiudh* mingled witli 
£iigittve r$lave$i that the original bi^ed is greatly 
im^ired^ : and appearsi to be jn some - dangec of 
becoming totally lost. During the Maroon war, 
e^^ery slave that ^ deserted from hiS' nxastex, was re- 
ceived ) among them; dnd these deserters being 
alHEia^t ^s numerous as the people- to whom they 
fled for refuge, the present generation is a 4iort of 
iMngrel face, partaking, in most cases, as much < of 
the negrO) as of thei Maroon featune. > 
' " From what part of the world these Maroons haVe 
originally come, I cannot pretend to detrnnine^ 
lb their features and formy ihey cerfeurily b^ a 
greater resemblance to Astatic, tiban.^e Afriteik oe* 
giBOe^L ; and yet I am not aware, that slaves were 
at any tithe transported from the shores of Asiia to 
the; West! Indies. It is most probable^ howevier, 
tilkt these people, from whateverquartei^iof the 
g)obe they may have been brought^ were, at one 
time, subject to the same bondage a6 the. present 
cultivators of the soil. But the event proved^: that 
they were naore high-spirited than their fiat^^nosed 
brethren ; for they soon threw off the yoke,' and 
estjElblished themselves in the wilds and roouii- 
tainous districts of the island. After an^olnsub- 
ies^ful attempt to rckhice them, they, were )left in 
possession of their freedom and their fastnesses ; 
and now live peaceably and quietly, carrying on a 
little traffic in feathers, birds and skins, witib their 
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European neiglibouxs, and supporting themselves^ 
when near the watei:, upon fish ; and when dil^ttfiifc 
from any stream, chiefly upon the fruit of th6{))iiff^ 
tane tree, / - ?.• ;j6 

Having spent' a few most agreeable days WJdi 
my friend, an the 13 th I set out on ray re turn to 
Kingston. The scenery^ through which I tpassed 
was, in many lespects, different from, what hadctto- 
tertained me on my way thither ; my guide haJfioig 
led me by another road, in order to avoid' theirivbr. 
The country was in general less grand^ and niore 
cultivatedi; - but 'there were two or^three sf^otstearen 
wilder than? any I had yet seen.- These weiid oct- 
cupied by Maroon towns, consisting^/ two ioi^ 
streets of hute, crossing each other at right angie^ 
esictk hut being surrounded by a smaiU plot^ in 
which the sweet potatoe and yam, .with wfaeitf 
the most common kinds of vegetables werecuilfr- 
vated. The huts themselves resembled, in eViOi^ 
particular^ the huts of the slaves* Only they werjb 
perhaps less neat^ and had about them less the ap** 
pearance of comfort ; but in their food and mwner 
of living, the condition ofliie M^oons seemfi^te 
be decidedly inferior to; that of the others. That 
the slaves are, in reality^ more happy than the fuse 
negroes, is proved by the different mode in whidi 
they employ themselves. In passing througb^^ 
village of the former, after the work of the daryiis 
finished, yoa will always iind them dancingt,j:idar 
amusing themselves in manly and athletic games. 



gS$ STONET HILL. 

At{ whatever' hour you may : cbancer ikOi .traveiise k 
JMbroon tx)w>n, you wdU.«e0itbe>iaalia!bitaiitsrsittiQg 
}ii> lazy ^indolence at tbedooiB; rof - tkeir^abhiSy / so 
completely oppressed with>' what may iHCteooned 
ennui, that r<beywiU;ibarolly»teker; the: trouble.. to 
Ifft^up theb eyes i to i^tane at yoa as you 901 along. 
fiKcept wh^ driven by hunger to seek the pkniadle 
tK^jIth^y^se1do^k' stir beyond their own habita- 
tions; unless it be to lead back some fugitive to 
hk^ inaster/ and :to claim i the » ne ward« : Even . their 
liiftle tsade is ^ carried on widx those who rcome 
takm^*<^em ;"few of themrthinkingiit worthwhile 
Wilook^for'ai market; where. they may dispose I of 
Ifticiir Commodities.'- . > 1 rj, ,,« ..,, , 

} >nAB it was la/ti6 tbefbre I stalrtedyOQiiy'side to-fday 
#as extremely ^toilsome^on <accouiit .'of . the heat. 
1 did 'not; therefore, pushr oncto Kingston at once, 
but stopping at a place called Stouey-^hill, passed 
the ^ight there; and rising early,, reached that 
town by breakfast time, on the following day* 1 . I 
found the ships preparing to sail, the sea-stock 
embarked, and officers hastening on board:; when, 
^dtmgratulating myself on having arrived at: a for- 
tntiate moment, I made my way to the harbour, 
-aibd once more* took possession of my cabin. 
( uiit happened, however, that the ships did not sail 
»so j9pon.\as''WB8 expected. Time was therefore 
girfeh me, to exiamirie the town of Port Royal, a 
circumstance of which I did . not fail to avail my- 
!?elf. Not that there is in this small town, much 
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to^^recompeiise the trouble of eKamination,; pot- 
formed as such an exami&altion must be, under lUKte 
rays of a vertical sun; tut to one^ little used itoia 
sea life, any thing. is better than remaining coop^ 
up within the narrow compass of a ship. ' mj 

: Port Royal is quite the Wapping of Kingsfotf. 
Full of bustle and confusion, its streets are g&Lt- 
rally crowded with ^drunken sailors, labouring ne- 
groes, and noisy task-masters. The. houses are 
mean, and the inhabitants of the: lowest order; 
nor is it remarkable for any tiling, except the 
strength of the works by which it is defended. 
Ther* barracks, indeed, are good and .extensive, 
being. meant to contain about a thousand xnetx; 
but' besides these, thcre.is no building in the^ace 
worthy, of notice ; ■ for though, likewise^ tlie dfiiek- 
yard be of some importance, and rich in stores^ it 
is but little ornamented with architecture.; and 
the only church is as plain and unadorned as pos- 
sible. ; ' ■''■.' i •'• i'.'-' .^ ■ • : ■ 
J •• The town itself,: being built upon a promontory, 
is : washed on . three .sides by the sea; . and is, 
besides, surrounded by regular fortifications, well 
supplied with heavy ordnance.! Close to each of 
the guns which point .towards the water, .are 
furnaces for heating shot; and within the.ram- 
patts are arranged^ at proper intervals, from one 
aho^hir, triany mortars of » large oalibre. . In a 
wtnrtlf if you vleW' it!a» a town, ' your sentence iwill 
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h»^ Altogether id^cftse; if'i^^ a^ftirtMifeatiOtt, yoii 
iirtH>nackiid\«^Ifea^^th^ h 'i^ u^i^ll ' ^Iciilated to 

iif^m'^i&iycrihe ^piftflcipttl harbotir in iJatteiea; 
from insult. 

/ At^lefagtlii oil thd taoming of tfee ' 1 7th, Ve 
g(m<>dti(kr Wjsigti,' andi< stood* to %$e«;-'Gt^9tiMg:' 
ateilig^*«rith'a) f^ix' wind, » \riB arrived an' thti' 19t^ 'at 
N^fil bay, the place of • rendezvous fbr'tbc"*rhoie 
atii£[n)eiit*'(' Here \teibusid gr^ait pivt of the-Heet 
atcaiichor, the horses ianded,^ and *e(v«ery thing in a 
sttiigi'Which ptorn^sed ^me &rl{h<^r tklayi ^ Neither 
Sibil&e!£a9fider GAdwane, who was e:ife5>ectedi to ffe- 
joiil<iui9^ with' teinfafcement^ from England/ nor ^ 
A^^fm^i rMalbombb^Were in the bay> ;• ^andl th^cotii^ 
maud remained at present with the«©aptlaii^'bf 'the' 

s^Bbe 'Cherts,' oil this 'side 'of ' Jamaica; ate^ more 
flati*'a»d ta^me* than any T had yet seen; < The' 
qiiftttlity of wood, however^ with which theyjlre 
covered, even to the edge of the water, gites to 
tbebb^ a ridh and beautiful appearance ; while tlie 
sw^e|> of the bay itsdf is strikmgly ^er Suga*^- ' 
cdkfe>seems to be the universal produce of the soil', 
wljttreVcr it is ca|)able of producing any thing; 
evAi Jridian com being but little crultiVated, ' Gf 
th&r last there were here a few-:fields, and^ but a 
fewi^ iiiterspereed among many of the dther'; as 
wett 'as some pasture, upon which sheep and cattle 
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wer^ feeding. Tbe sheep, I. believe, are bred in 
the isUfld; .but the c^ttj^ are brought over from 
thei jSpai^i^h mam y/ few persons attempting, tp i^vtrf 
cQUJfage their propagajtipp, sq rouch are they.foii»4 
to degenerate. i .. 

.Seeing all tilings quiets wd no likelifewd of^n 
imp)e4iate change, I determined to go on ishore;^ 
and b^ving^ together. with a friend, put my fescda>^» 
tiom 'into : pr^actice,/ we provided! ^oursel ves w'ff^ 
horses,. and ripde scimeiWAyup thecDuntry. . dBml. 
every thing aj>peared : insipid after my journey 
thrjoiugh the i luoiinitains. The scen^yi, though 
rich, wa& not ^gmnd; and but &>r thji^ vie/w, wbich ' 
from viutiouSi dmiij^nces, we wer^tcmabled tQuptor. 
cuii^.of, thehancbwage crowded with >lshi^pilogV^ 
w^otiildfhafverbeen uninteresting. »>(-,>t - »»inii^ 

Our ride was not, therefore, protracted, so as te 
inc^ aqy risk of )bding> left ,bebiQd,r for haMiilg 
peaaiiestrated. only about ten miles, ft^m* the bieacbf 
weitiumfidefurifaor^ca'headiSyaaid retr^^^^dcowratc^lMi 
ta)the, fleet. 

lu thb state affairs coatinuod tiU the 24ftb^ 
when, about nine o'clock in the morning,! the top-* 
masts of a num^ou^ squadron could be discerned 
oyer,rthe easteiin promontory. These graduaUjjT 
ueaned us, till, in a short time, we were abte to/ 
distinguish the flags of Sir Alexander Cochrane^ i 
an4 Admiral Mtdcomb^ and ait last beheld the > 
TonoiAt and Royal Oak, ac(X)mpafiied by. a li^^ 



940 V^OftlL BAV* 

fleet of troop ships and transports, majestically eii« 
tering the bay. As may be imagined, our curiosity 
was strQngly excited to Jeam what troops they 
cotiAsan^, aod what intellige;i(;e tjhey . brought ; 
insomuch that they had scarcely dropped ^^chor 
when they were boarded from almost every one 

O^tlie ships which they <:4me to joi»» 
• rlt appeared that : this powerful reinforcement 
consisted of the following forces. . The 93d Jlegi- 
ment, a, fine corps of HighlaBders, muj^teripg nine 
iRindf^d |>ayonets;^ six companies - of the ^th 
riQe cocpa, two West India Keg^ne^tSy ^acl^.eight 
hundred strong ; two squadrqns qf the. 14th Dra< 
gjQons dismounted ; detachments of artillery, 
rockets, sappers, and engineers; recruits for the 
different corps already in this part of the world j 
and though last, npt least, Major G^eneraL Keane 
to take upon himself the,command;of. the .whole. 
Die intelligence brought was likewise interesting, 
for it informed us of the point whither we were 
to proceed; and it was soon known throughout 
the fleet, that- the conquest of New Orleans was 
tlfe object in view. 

i. .But before I pursue my narrative farther, having 
arrived, as it were, at a second commencement, it 
may be well if I state in full, the number of men 
which the army now contained. In the .first place, 
then, there were the 4th, 44th, and 85 th Regiments 
originally dispatched from Bourdeaux, and the 
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2 ist, whicli joined the expedition at Bermuda. These 
battalions being considerafbly reduced by past sef^ 
vice^ coiiki not at present muster conjunctly abov^ 
two thousand two hundred men ; and being likewise 
deprived of the Marine battalion, which had fought 
beside them in: the Chesapeake, they retained no 
followers except the Artillery, Sappers, &c. which 
had accompanied? tliem from the first. The whble 
amc^unt of this corps may, therefore, be estimated 
at two thousand five hundred men-. 

Without compiitmg the individual strength of 
each detachment now arrived, I will venture to fiie: 
the iaggregate at three thousand five hundred; 
and thus the. whole, taken collectively, will amount 
to six ' thousand combatants. That it might some^ 
what ijxCecd or fell under this compiitation, Ifld 
not deny ; but neither the excess nor deficiency 
could be considerable; and therefore my state* 
ment inay be received as correct, with vety little 
allowance. 

This, it must be confessed, was a formidable 
power, and sucli as, had all its parts been trust- 
worthy, might have done much. But iti the black 
corps, little reliance could be placed, especially if 
the climate should prove colder than was antici^ 
pated; consequently, there were not more than 
four thousand four hundred men, upon whom d 
general could fully depend. 

Together with these forces, were brought out 

R 



fl4t necmifi j^x¥^ 

ijtondaitt storeAofvfti^inuQitiomiiBome ciatiaisig>ft« 
fliQ: tJto^Bi^ and ^tento «toubp u^ed wbeu aix op^^ 

additions /itoKl the .commiBfariatuand ittedicalidcin 
imtmetitai; imushsMi'^l^^ifimtQm^^ 
WIS increased in proportion to:>ite.jQci?eas6 lof 
number;. 

: To find himself in the chief command of this! 
force, exceeded the expectation, and perhaps the 
desire, of General Keane. Being a young and 
'dashing officer, he had been selected as most fit 
to s^rve under Ross; and having sailed from 
England before the death of that gallant chief was 
known, he reached Madeira before his elevation 
was communicated to. him. Young as he was, 
however, his arrival |}roduced much satisfaction 
throughout the armament; for though no one 
entertained a doubt as to the personal courage of 
Colonel Brook, it was felt that a leader of more 
experience was wanted on the present expe-r 
dition. 

As soon as the newly-arrived squadron had 
anchored, the Bay was covered with boats, which 
conveyed parties of officers from ship to ship, 
hastening to salute their comrades, and to enquire 
into the state of things at home. Greetings 
and hearty embraces were interchanged between 
friends thus again brought together; and a few 
passing ej?iculfttions of sorrow bestowed upon those 



who '- ooiild iiot tioMT take « « part « in tbe meetings 
Ma©y questions iverc pUt>- rektive to pemons and 
places in -England f in a "tv^rd^ the day \ras spent 
ini that species of ^ employment! which - <can^ 4)e 
Qompleti^ly known only to those who have 'beea^ 
similariy situated. ■' , i. • ^s . 
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JScT the period granted for such indulgence w^& 
HiQtof>lQ«g duration; for, ofltthe folipiwing «>i«>n>ipg> 
till* TonnaatJj iRaBaillies, a»d two brig^, ., stood ftp 
^a,iandion theS^th, the i7est of the fleet got^^wder 
jfi'ilghy and followed the Adpiiral It a$; inipois^ibl?: 

itP[Co«<eeive.a finer sea-rview» thfanithi* , general' j^t^V 
;ff evented.! : Ourfleet amounted .nqw to >)Ujp>pa,wJs 
i(^jf/fiftj5r fSaU„imany of them vei^$els of vrar,,jw]liich 
^.j^kjng loo(5e their tap3ail3, and Jiftwg. their, i an- 
chors at the same m^tn^ftt, gayeiiP^Negriiifi^yan 
^ppearwikce of bustle snch: as. it has,.sekJoinM'been 
r ablet to «hpw. . In hal f an hour all .the qany^i^si yrfts 
>$(^, and the ships moved alowly and, proudly v^fl'^tpin 
I i^eir anchorage, till havipg cleaaed th,^.h^ad-^^pd?, 
t^ eaught. the fair br^jeze which blew w^itho^t, 
..jthejy bounded, over thei.ivaterKiW^ tbeK*pfip4,rAf 
?,^QgJe^, and long before dark, ,tiie 9Qa3t:pf,*[amai^a 

'i|g|4 disappeared. . . . .• , '. ..•• =:k ■; M,, ..-.rntrri. 

hi J There is something in rapidity of .mptio^^. ,^]tip- 
!^r it ;be along a high j jroad, or across tb^,( deep, 
vek*remely elevating ; npr was>t$iefFect,upp?rjppivjEid 
^ ' the present; Qccasion<. It i^ . .<i?uje,<i ,tl>a)t , thepe 
tjjwre lather: causers for the high spiriJa wbwh .OpAV 
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pervaded the armament, but I question if any ouq 
was more efficient in their production, than the asto- 
nishing rate of our sailing. Whether the business 
we were aboutsto mndef^ker Afoplfl prove bloody^ 
or the reverse, entered not into the conteinplatioi^ 
of a single individual in the fl^et This sole sub- 
j^dt trf rfetHirk was^ the i^pced with 'which -wd g4l 
GVfer ttoe- gtotVnd,' dnd- the |>robab!Hty tbat'ebci^ted 
of dvLt soott teaching the poi*t ^deba^rtcation'. Tftfe 
chattgfe^^f ^climate; like wi^ei wi^s^ not without "its 
^ect ill producing»»pl*asuraWe sehsktions.';i^ 
fUtthet Mre^ gdt f r6n« * JatWaic^,' the moper > cooi ailU 
agreeaMe betume ' tfee -'atfnoSpherfe ;« \vhiicfc' ' ietb ^afe 
tb^ hdlpC tha^ Snr spite of 4t8 ^sdtf th6i»tt' latilqde,^ 'Kiw^ 
Orlefitts wouW not^ be f6»tfid So <i>p^eB»ivelyih6ri!«s 
1**e4*iilfe^n4aU^ht toe^pfecti - .' ' n, odx 
'/ '^h^ Ik^ze- to> 'fe^t u^ithottt 'i>in|3^ 

W^ticto, '^bn thi !S9th^ We icsCme in. sight^^f^ithe 
1i*aiid;bf ^<3hrand^ Cayiflani This Is a ftmall sp*«k 
4i< the' feMdte^ 6f thift i^, lying' s&^t^&t^ the ^levtel 
^'^the li/aattTyHi ^to' be' unobsei^^able « aiiiy 
teii^iadfabie ^Sftance, Though \ire.:pa^sed^a;}(!)fjii^ 
Sii^itTi^^ |)n*d?gteirs ' veloiilty, a c^uo^ nevierth!el<*'^ 
ventured off from the shore, and iBafki^gi^is J#A^ 
flS!i*ugh^'\Wivisf SiHlifch looked 48 if ' tiiey >\^^buld 
SW4lH6^'iriip,^succeedM IB' reachirig €^iir* vesttfef . 
^It'cbtitaiiiied a* white- man and* two negroesy ^^v^ 
B?^ght'6fFa quantity of fh\e turtle, whicH^ thi^ 
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Wteffed ' k -pound arid a- half -df ^aoAe'fta^A' pbuhi 
df thft'othek' " To- iiS' thft' •fekdiatige' iHfOd '*^fy at?* 
<^^^tab!e,^tid thuk both 'pkrti«s nrntiMid i^ti^fifetl 
t^lth th^f bargain. < < ' ' ■' ■ '• •'>*»> "ii^n. 

'Hivittg lain td'till ttuh toirtlett^fcHaUfteTeft'tfi? 
#e again fill^ ind' stood our cdttfseC ' Tltti' latofl lif 
Csiyrfian ^as ' SObri teVisi'bte'; 'tlor ^Vrto'atiy' otfe« 
jfeifceived tiil'the^ 2d"^f 'Dec(fetoit>ei*,'^^h^w'*lie 
'Wfestem shoi'es off 'C?ubsl present**" thenWeli^eSi 
tBi^rards th^ifri Hirtf im!»m^ d!i^fei4''«h<j'^hip?* hfetttf^ 
ttdi i^eadhitli^ ih •Withhi' a^i*^ 1nile*^bf 'tSiwi' b^h< 
tJtfAstedittfng tiltwt had dtmbldrf'tti^^roinotrtaty 
Tt^lch-Mihy bri^'bf the 5«iwfs- of'^hftikftftriteW gUlft 
#fittfe^*&'6c?^iiSg-.i:feus <i**e"t6 -th^'ihtfffi^^ dtir^^ffl 
ilfiii' inbr^ 'ihterelsifirig' ' thjttt ilsuWi* fdi-thovigh" thfe 
^^'6f Culik is idVf,1t Js'^ll']p5cttfre6i}ittifc', froiA-thfe 
kbu^diittie'^f #o«fl ^itft tvht^h It-isi brtmtfjentwi. 
1Ri6fe iiitJ llkew!^e iteVemi poJets wherte huge 'toeks 
Wife ^e^^ti&iMsiAy Wtr' bf the* -v^'itci*-, '^rt>dtti*i«g 
^ttiffe dfi^ediy.'bee^ 6M httrotiial ctetle^' TW-ith^'thfelr 
battlements and lofty turrets ; and if tHll 4^i»ny ^e 
IJkieved; that utitte of 'th6ie ^sfca^A' 'out'^observa- 
^;' The M^ Itobfcs'^iteh'We b^df'brdn^^to 
te; ■w^e^fe^atttedd, hlilny^f thefli tWtJ#^anA three 
'tiifife^ ^htbugtt i' ' tod ' tfeei*' now ' jremmhied ixatiAag 
% 'atiiil^, fekcetJtf 'Ti'liaf thfe* Variety df this'^Voyftgfe 
'(J6uld'i)r6duce:' ' "' • ■ -n^ 

■•"M dfe'ishtjHte"6f <3ttba-#eii^'«(<ii<jkly^s6«di««d 



AT sea; i4i7 

the old prospect of sea ai)d sky again m^l; the, gaze. 
There was^however, oire pircumstance, from W.hica 
wie experienced a fionsi4^rable rdimin vijtion i ^ qf 
comfort. : Aj? soon a? Ave entered the gulf, a shprf 
disagreeable swell was perceptible; differing |pi 
some respeqts fi;om th^t in the Bay. of Biscay, Wt 
to my. mind in$n^tely, more unpleasant So ^r^at 
was. the motion, indeec^ tljat all walking was pre^. 
vented;' but aa we ielt; ourselves draw^i^g^ ^^j^ 
hour nearer and nearer to the conclusion of bu/ 
miiserieS) this additional one was borne wj^t;^9f^ 
mifch) repining, / Besides, we, found i^ome aipi|t?i^£ 
ment in watching: from the cabin window^^ the 
qtjantity .and,/variety pf weed with wh|ch thp^^V^j 
face of this gulf is covered. Where it origin^ify 
gro\^$, I could not ;lcarn, though! $bpuid . ^thitt^ 
Hiosj^,. probably, \n the .gujf rfaelf; . but fqU9wijpJ^ 
title -course of the sti^eam, it ftpats continually . jp 
.pnCi direction; going round, by tlie, opposite qp^t 
joiiCixhsLj toward? the:banks pf Newf9^^c||and[, ^n4 
es^tfending som€d;ime$ as far , as Berpanda and th^ 
:lrestern Isles^- : ■, ■., • . . . .t .c 

Itj^i not, howevjer, my intention^ to contiljuje, t|)^ 
jJetii^Afiltbis yoyage bnger than may fep inte^^-^ 
Jngs I shall, ^herefpire merely state, tljiat, t^e wind 
^j^nd fWicathpr having undergone some,yap^tipni^, it 
)W&* thc.JIOth pf,J)epepibef. brfprjs^t^^^ ^hqrj^s pf 
America could be discerned. On t;b^t , day. ,ij«:d 
»^jttB)ijp^rselyes oppojutejt^ Chandeleur I^|amis, 

r4 



H§§t,i|n(dwred, >tbait tlaa tfoopa tniglrt ii)e.>i'?movrtl 
ffppi , jthe, , heavy ships, . i intQ sitich^ a& dreW' leafeit 
,]g5^^ ;i ai^/wm ^bis and otl^er p^^para^Voni^f iti ap?: 
f/^T^{\i that to ascend this lak^- wasi th^ plant dete»- 

oa^Wti tfefore I puri5iie.i;^>y narrative ^ferth^fy it will 
li^iWpU ;if I epileavour. to giyiQ: gomei account iftf tfje 
.^[liu^tipijL; of .New Orieans,! and .oft xh^ inatureiiof 
j^;^, flountry against .which ,our pprntions^wdite 
directed. ,. .■ . ,;;r f\\"[ i'^.^n^^ t io ■ '{'\^'' if h^ 

t-^^^js^W prii^anSiis a. t^wflL qf j ^we^ uotCi contftitting 
jj^iqin t^kVenty to. , thirty tl>ouisand . inbahitan t$i n < J^t 
^t^lp4§.j^gQp jljie,eastei;n ha»^ ^f^ dai^^ Mi^issippi^^w 

iSft^'/Wn^tJ^tJAud^i and abQ^jl;4ilt>A«iil0^^ fi'Ortir the 
.^pljfi of . JN^e^iyGp, . , TJhpugh;^ itself <unfqrtrfi!cd^ it 
J|^j4i^fii4t tP coAceivfi .a.placeicapebte ofipresenti: 
}Pj8> gf eajtpf .QJ^staples I to ^an invad.eJ?:j anduatjthe 
^^P3P tipaj^ moreifioaveniently. situated withjjcspeot 
fft JtracJ^ . >B^iftg built uppn a n«rr03y! ioeqk^iltol, 
^gpj^fiq^d 0^ Qpieside.by,the rivei:,. ajad onithe/Qth^ 
]^j^, impassable, piorasses, its means , of ^ defence tb- 
ig^jfj^.iittje, explanation ,;i and ., a^u 'thi?ae roctoasses 
^xtjepd ,p;4y ^ f^W awilesy and, are s*icaeede(i ^b^ 
ij^alfj^, , P^ptcb4rti:£UP, which stgaiA commumcatids 
y||]^^\i^h^ Laie ^prgne,* . w itj^ t\iQ ^^ .it^/ pocwlkr 

Mil* liiit^'are, properly speatcitig, one aiid ttie same Rtlfee. From 
,t|bi^eptra^jQe»b9\yeyer, as far as Ship'Lsland^ ia called biffthe.iAb»- 
bltants Lake Bprgnc, and all above that point gisn^tMpA^Xf thi^ nume 



NEW ORLEANS. 1^45^ 

comtniSrciaradTanJ:ag<?s must be'equally JlJ>f>?irehV 
It is by meaniSQf the former of these Lakes/ ifadeed^ 
that intercourse is maiiitarned bfetw^en the -c^Jifjr 
and- tl>6! ^dFth^m i>aft$ 6f' West Florida; of wMdIi 
it is thef capital' J a rtarroiv^ creek, calted'i'fr the feftt- 
guage of the country, a Bayo or Bayoute,'TDfetvi^Blie 
for Vessels' di^tvitig less th^n liix feet w^ttr, riiiitiing 
up through the marsh, atid eiidJrtg^ withttf^'tii^o 
•miles of the town. * The tiamfe' of this crei^K %s*^ffie 
Bayoute of Sti John, and its enlrfitnce is defenfl^ 
by works of considerable strength. • v: .iiih 

; Buttoexhibit'lts advantages in i more distinct 
point' of view, it will be necessary to " say a 'ffe^ 
words^ respie^itiiifg^ that ' mighty river 'updtt' wh!?clf ^ft 
stands^ The Mississippi, (a corruptipnfof ttife'Wtfftl. 
♦Mtoba;^ipt>i,>sigt4ifyiiigj in the languag^ of tlxi^iS-. 
tinres^^ the fether of rivers,-) is ^Uowied to b^itifekc^,. 
in'point<)if si^ze «ttid g*nefal iiavigabilitj^, ' "fe fieiMr, 
^stneawis in the world. ; According to the ' Sidfii 
iMdiatis/' it takes its rise^ f rmn a large sWampi, aiid^ 
inti«a»ed by mfany'rivters entptyingtheiw^e^tfi' WHix. 
its ooupse^as ^ far ^ ^he ^U of -St. Anthoiiy,'%biaJ, 
^)y'i>tbeir ticd6unt, ^ fa upWardti of seven ' huAdttifl 
Idagote' from itE^ sburce; " But this fill;* \yhibfl^ fe 
<fon»ed/by a rcek^thrbwn acitoss the chdAriiii^^^f 
aJblwt>tw^lve' feee'i[)fe^iJeridi^^ i&^Sitltf^b: 

to be eight huia4red leagues frpm the se;^;^ and. 

•f ii^ce* Pohtchfiirtr Ainl Thiy *at6 both extreme!/ ^lial WW,' vaf yiAk 
ftoml4to6<cetwdeptli. • ^ . - o ' r.l . ar^rH 



tibwrefojc the whole course of the Mississippi, frcim 
its spring to its mouthy may be computed at little^ 
sboct oFv5,000 HiHes. t ' ' > '♦ 

,-tBek>w the fall of St. Atithany, again^ the Mis- 
simppi is join^l^y a number ^of rivers considerable 
id point of size, and leading out of almost ^every, 
put'of the c6ntinenrt of America* These ^a^ thb 
^ P'nikti which glomes ifrom the vMit ; St' Groix> 

MdingoxKi) 



liS6 Jeignes from > the west; and> fbrms ! a junction 
alKiut £50 below: tlie* fall; and ithe^ Illinois^ -wiiiGh 
ftsefc near dfie Xake Michigan^ HBOOt leagues eat^t of 
t^ JV^sissipj[>i^ "; 'i 'M 'f.-'f-; ^" -i-.'j:/' .'>^ <«! 

:^iiEh]!t bydTar the niost importaat^o£4;hede auxiliary 
^^kreams h the Missouri^ tte iU)Uifce of "wkii^ > is-a^ 
ijttle knov^aas" liiat of ithe Father ^;RiVe(s:irimsetB£i 
It /hai -been/ followed by tradens nji wards 'of 400 
leagues, who traffic with the tribes- which Id^di 
tq»>ii^its banks, and obtain ian xnunenseireturttfor 
Eniopeati "go^cfe. r>The mouth' of thisfriter is/fi^e 
Ixsagiiis below that of the^ IUinois» aiidiis :SU|>f>os6d 
to i be «00 'from its -sourcOy whiih, judging from *he 
ftiiwof its waters^ lie$ m la north^weal direction 
§iom 1 the Mississippi; It ^ remarkabK encHi^k, 
ttiat the warters of thisr nvev^re black aiui muddy^ 
aflAiprevail over those of the Mississippi,! whidb, 
iiunniiig with a clear and gentle stream till it meets 
w&tb this.additiooyi becomes front that/ time hotb 
dark; and rapid. ,'• ;;; ; i. > ^' • . 



'' The iiQxt river of liote is the Ohio, which, taAamg 
its rise near Luke Erie, runs from the northneafit to 
the south-west, and joins the Mississippi about 
sevientr leagues below die Missouri. Besides this^ 
there are the St. Francis, an inconsiderable stream^ 
and the Arkansas, wbidi" is said to origmate* m 
the same latitude with Santa F^ in New Mesiooj 
and which, holding itS'OOurse nearly: SOO leases; 
falls in about SOO abotie ^New Orleans. Sixtjt 
leaguesi below the Arkansas, comes the-Yazo&l 
fram the<iio^th<-east}' and about fift^ndgbt neafCK 
to the'cit)y,uis^*the Rouge,/ soiled from th^ cdow 
of its waters, which are of a reddish dye^ and tinge 
tho8ie>^€f theiMississippi at the time of the fiodds. 
Its-^^soikrGevJs'ia New Mexico, and after mnnii^ 
aS^t 800 'lei^tnes,: it ii joined by the Noir tbfatijr 
miles^ubcrv^t thef place where itcikipties itself int<b 
the'Missisiiippt.'- •,/ :;•:/ ■■ ' » .• i- . 'jr.vt 

r Of all these rivers, there is none which will ngk 
answer the puorpotes^of eommerce, at (least to < ^^ vtgf 
considerable extent^;: and: as they join the Missis4 
si{3^plia:bove'l^ew Orleans> it' is evident tfaat'thit 
^ity may be considered m the general nfiart of 'ths 
iirfaole: Whatever nation, tberefore,^ chances otb 
poi^sessthjs plaoe^ possesses in Tealitytiie' command 
4xf iSl 'greater .extent of country than is. incliBoled 
within the boundaipy line of the whole .United 
States ; since from every direction anre < goods;^ ibfae 
produce of East, West, North, and South Amei^M^ 
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9piit);dowjnrhy ifed Mjssiss^pi' to tther gulf. > But 
wfeitei iNe Wf OrieatisipWperly ( sippliiedr >withv fortifir^ 
dolionVfitJ mieYdd^at" thatviio vesstb^ccrulit pass 
>liBh(rot»i t\tor. lenvt off its » govcrafor ; : audi therefiore 
is it that I consider ? that/ loity. as of greafeu'iinpof-^ 
tf^m to> the < Amelricaii^ g(lir^iym6ii4j,f than "^xiy other 
)iifWji»th©<^ompaissoftheiri^territorie9iU ^> i!t;.o((. 
^B^i^viagr said^'soinnuch'^t:^!! nits comi^netalr adTCUi-^ 
i^^f leAi-m^now poiiit ourt^morediilaflax^tly^^^^ 
hf^fhy et idone, 42he '^causes \ddioh i bontri buta '^to ^ its 
9iiifot}^>fiiom(iarllihosl!ile 'ii;^m^ti2'Tht first of these 

Sir 

^bfixtmi^rz^'idityofitk& After Aowmg on 

^jWieriprodigioiis sheettof battery ^va^ingia depth 
IsfRm fonei i hundred i tou ithirtjr £ithoin5> r the) i Missis^ 
9^{3^/ 1 previous . ta ito vjoiningi tbesM^xitian OtaWi 
^ides^istQ .fouil or fii^e/>n]0utb3^r.th0iinostbco(n6ib» 
4^h)^ oi which 13 encumbered hytwsmd^h3csAq 
Cf^ntiQwllyt Itable^^to drift.. Over this bank, ^nd 
^B^el ififeawwigi above. seTenteeiai- feet* watetiticaJil 
pj|§%^ wbedf'once.fBcijoss, /however; tMro^^^nd 
l^gens^B, dilBc^lty an. being' floated ;^btet^o:a^]^Gf^ 
i^tha^S^fdaus^ on accoun^t^of theAjbage^Ufbg^nv^hidh 
4li$^i^0it$taia:tly carried down* ther^Feaml' Shouid 
one of these: strike ithe bowrof:thi3 shipi'it>Wduld 
ppgBiblyydasht^hier tor ^ pieces ; while", ^ indejDeiid^nt 
oft^1<bi«>! thwp* is: always: danger: of drifthig,'ior 
lospg! afiohors^ >i»wing to ^o nuniber^dfi sunkeki 
logt Mfhiohiithe^ underrcurreut beans dotig^ whhra 



a few fiaet of. the> bottofn<>i tAll» vessels r&sedndiii^ 
the tWQt are aococdkigly obliged^> jf ^the^ ^niii^ 
foul, tO'inake fast to thet tri9es^u|X9in the b&nk0i$)^tftaw 
t^ause, widiout a hneeze.at once ^r^anii^powerlftiff 
it i& impossible to stem the tx)rrenti - '■ f ?-H ) h ^i 
- But besides, this >nataralobstac^ tain vasi^diH^lfit 
mouth-of the xivcr is defended -by ^a'^fortp whiiS:^ 
from its situatioo, may . be |>rQnoun(ted'^ isn{iire;^iba^ 
^le.. It is built upon am artificial xausi^wa}^/ ^toj^U 
surroundddion: all sides by^ swamps totally ifiq)^ 
vious, which. extend oil jboth sides' of the rivet^tbitf 
plaoe^ called the^Dd^i^arriie^^^rz^id^y/withmt^^tfi 
milesof th&€ity. Hene twoodifer forts ure enmttsd? 
one Ktxn leach bank. ^ ^ jLike^tbat at tbemi^^s (nMMlljF 
thesei arei id ur rounded by a tDnarsb^; a' single^ 'tiai^ttPEK^ 
pdt^ condiKiti^gfVonsjtfae' commencement of (Q^ 
grau>nd'ta(the gates of eachi ^f /If^'thctiefd^fiMit 
eJtMinyi should cbntra^e toe pass boththe^ bii^ atid 'Cfe^ 
^nst .port, AiQi must here > be stopped^ beii^Ui^^tflt 
ladadmgiis prevented by> the nature Qf'theiisf(!»l piUSS 
how^ever fair hi»ii>rceze may.'have' hitlierw b^flfj 
it.iVjitttmt aaofw 4aast»his; father prDgre^k'^ ^AS?lBftf 
^aintyth«.iMis^s8ippi JwhKkalmw in aMGAf6l€^>4i#i 
'MiAubfa that; vesaete which itriveare ifiiedefiftiea.^fl^ 
tcliinake fa^ty-tiUiatchange of ^viiid occuatj l» .»w 
.Tfiltrauai tJ[)fiiDetouf des Anglais toi^ail^s^N0f^<@^ 
icans^rstfee face of !llie>coHntryitindei^B?oeisf aw&teio 
9JnQm< The swamp does notv indeed^ etnd, btfia{||^ 
JwmwS'ja^iUxttb^ r^ht^vleaving^ a ^pado^ciiP^fil^^ 



^4 B£T(rrat.;j»is iivaJuAis. 



hitytbH < it mA the nivtsn: ^ ^^ Al^ tlie ' bade of) < tbt9 
Mrkfnps ^airs, ^which *i!D2^ «be: ahout^;9ix or dight 
tfjiite$^«ctci^^ c^orat up idlid'wata^fl df ' Lorke Poatt 
ch^rtraikiv alul tHm' aii^dk of arablelapod is&r^edi 
#lSttcliMig^li[^ sttme^ «ii^y iafa0V«i;3d3e/CQrtjri t. The 
lA^te of^^e^^niomkies^m covered^ ittB faras 4^fb 
]>eleii^^^th MI "f^eedte; JAiUtideM^Md^iKilMr sadceeds; 
^ikSai^^^e^ i^pent^ aiiimtyr lM»t^ this? Ai a .iBxHe . lA 
dle^b) ^en' i€ jagaiTi glve^'^(piftc0 torreeda^ 
igBJ" th^^pect of: that sode of/tUenriver bpon which 
*0fr bity 'k^buil|b^-^ii«^ 

^^I^Mlieitti te^'6dnfidene^ having stttti it* b«it ^rr 
f^Hlyi^ -^It'^appeairs, '^however^ to I«^emfale this'ia 
Iftmbst/ every particukr;' except ihat ifxiis <»diife 
ijM6dd[> and less^ oonfiaed Avith knaii»hi' < JBdth aidds 
jriMf^t ' ccmtaibibg no^ bMyfcea'diMmdj or ab^ ^ other 
.'^v«r fbr^ milkaiy. «ove«i«txt;; fero«.J,iip«i 
jilknt)! therd are no trees, except a feWjin^it^e gaif- 
iilBii^r^f those hoiises which skirV the dTOfytbe 
vWklde being laid out inJaige fields ofsogaToanc^ 
^^e^aiMtedfronvone another by rail? and dkcht^jl: 
i'viif^Bl^'this 'short account of ther/O0ui»tryi^;tbe ad^ 
M^tltdgesf piossessed by a defending amiy must be 
(tp]/)farent; Tb^ppToach> by 4Ehe. river i9<ioUt'Xif>ttte 
qUestioai; i^md therefore an enauyoanjilaiiid only 
'^tn the L^ke; > Biht thi8>caai be ddne iior<wl>6re, 
i*cept wheit^creekB or ibyotf ofFei?4ronvcmences for 
tftiht^purp6se'> because the banks of the iajce aire 



v«iiva?saily* swampy ; * and »eaii/ hAv^ly /nnfply rfftftt? 
ingjforiiifaiitryi far lessifor the tapaBsporta)/ie»Eir/tif 
artillery. Of.thige, however, jthere aore^ ^qkH larhpv^ 
cme ttr two' \*hichiGould)be 60 used- . Xbe 3ayQ of . 
St^ Johiv is one } 'but it is too wieUtdefeod^ir^^fi 
tot> carefully guarded for^any attemf^j.iwd ti^ 
Bityo od^ Catilitie k another, about^ten; miles bel^w 
theoityif .That this last i might be dbqudus^fiilrjiik 
an a/btack, was ipray^d /by^the» landing. ^ffe€ited.iqr 
our 'army at * that> fK>itnt) ^ bjit > what r i<9 .tib^ cOi^ 
(juenae ?. • .The/ « invaders ai:?i ve i upou^ ^ 4* pi^c<^^ ^f 
g]x>uiid|( where the moat oonsummeite. geti^ralsbfp 
will heiofilktle «vaiL if fthetdefmd^s^ oaq^jbiik 
seta^rd' dfchibko^rogtess ; / : whkb, < iby ^coiisdingt ^fb^ 
Mississippi with aipied ves^sels^may vepry, ^asi}^:^!;^ 
done,.lli^ilabaisff>cif a-f^:d&yft m^^ t^s^wfif 

roidanedfi with<taAtn^)ebin^iifa^^ .:wJ^^ th^i^ »oppo^to 
bank, remaining in tji^eii:. hands, th^]f cati a^^^ 
times ^l itheir reneni'y with ^^idom andltde^^l^ 
ednnonade. ^0£ wood, ar I >ha^6 already iaaiidf0r 
btdcenground-irhicb might .conceal a^ advavuetf^ 
there 1 exisfii»i rnot zl pirtieiiei/ ; J&very: < mbviemcaitr^if 
the assailants must; tberef^jse, beisnade nnderytt^idr 
ey 6& ; andiai. one flank of their arii^y will b^ttusiiitl^^I 
diefetidedf by nsorass,. as theiothei) > by the ri|^^ il^df 
may bid^defianoe^toiall attempt^^at turning^.j ^ /), , 
.« ) Sitch me thb iMJlvantages of :New Qdeans ; r^^mi 
ndw « il> i& only ^lair; t that ,.I should staite > itS: A^iaiA* 
yanta^ : these are owing ^ -solelyi to ,the 1 qlin)aji)e» 



iS6 ijrMw oiiLtANs: 

Prtom the swamps with which it is siirrotMide^; 
there arise, during the^unimer months, exbalationa 
ex^emely fatal to the health of its inhabitants.^ 
Edf spme months of the year, indeed^so deactty arc^ 
the efiects of the atmosphere, that the garrison is 
withdrawn, and most of the families retire froiii 
their houses to more genial spots, leaving the toWii 
M much deserted, as if it had been visited by a pes* 
t^fence. Yet, in spite of these pi'ecautioiis, agues^ 
and intermittent fevers abound here at all tim^s.^ 
l^op is it wonderful that this should be the case ; for 
iptdependent of the vile air which the vicinity of 
to many putrid swampis occasions, this country i^ 
laore liable than perhaps any other, to sudden and 
sdvere changes of temperature. A night of keen 
jfrost, sufficiently powerful to produce ice, a quarter 
of an inch in thickness, frequently follows a day 
bf intense heat ; while heavy rains and bright sun- 
shine often succeed each other several times, ih 
the course of a few hoiirs; But these changes; as 
may be supposed, occur only during the winter ; 
'the summer being one continued series of intoler-^ 
able, heat and deadly fog^ 

/ Of all these circumstknces, the conductors of th6 
present expedition were not ignorant. To reduce 
the forts . which command the navigation of the 
river; it was conceived, was a task too difficult to 
be attempted ; and for any ships to pass without 
this reduction, was impossible. Trusting, therefore, 
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thaj the object, of tbe^nterprize was unknown to 
the Atnericarisy Sir. Alexander Gochiane and G^ 
neral Keane determined to efi^t a landing soilie^ 
where on the banks of the Lake ; and pushmg^dir^' 
rectlyjonto take possessioi^ of the town^ before; 
aay effectual preparation could be inade.for its 
defence.!. ,Witb this' view the troops were vt> 
moved from the larjger into the lighter vessels^ and 
thesey.uiKler convoy of such gun-brigs^as theshaU^ 
lowness of ^the; water would float, began on; the 
13th to jsnter LakeJEIoi^e; But we had not/pro-/ 
ceeded far^ when' it was apparent timt the . Ameri? 
cans M^*e wen acquainted with our intenjtioii3^ 
and xeady^ to receive/us. > Five large cutters, armed 
with- si^ faeav^ guns each, were seen at anchor m 
the.disl;ance^ and as all endeavours ta land, till theaie^ 
weri^^capturedy would have been useless, the tran- 
sports an4 krgestiof the giin-brigs cast apdiqr, 
whiles the sntaller. craft gave chase to the ene(ny> j r 
But these, cutters were : built purposely to act: 
upon; itb^ Lake*. , They accordingly set: sail, as soon; 
as the. j^nglish cruizers were withia a certain dis-, 
tance, and running on, were quickly out of sights 
leaving the pursuers ifast agrpund«' To permit 
them.tp remain in the hands of the ene^iy, how- 
ever> woukl be fatal, beeausej as long as th&y. cfHn^, 
maided the navigatbn of the Lake, no boats could: 
vei^Ullf , to cj[oss. . i 1 t«^«ws, therefore^ deteniijin/ed tat 
all h^i^rdfl^ aodatanj' e&pence^;to take thejn i .and. 
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eiaw our lightest craft could not float where ihfej 
«uledi, a flsDftrlla of lauiiches at^id ship's barge& was 
got ready &r the purpose. 

'-. . This flotillas consisted -of fifty opea boats ; most 
of them armed with a^ carronade in the bow, and 
vrell jnanBed with vcdunteers. from the different 
ships of WB^^ The command was given to Csq)^ 
tain LQckier,.a hraye and skilfdL officer, who immer 
&iiely. pushedloff ;; and about noon* coming in sight 
of tbevenemyt moored fore and aft, with the broad-^ 
sides pointmg towaids. him^ Having puUol a 
eQnsiderabl& dS&tiance, he resolved to refresh his 
iSMu^ before he hurried them into action ; and^ thexe-^ 
Ibrei letting ^ullgrapplings j^ust beyond reach of the 
enemy's guns^ the crews of the different boats 
^)Oolly ate their dinner. 

As soon as that meal was finished^ and an hour 
spent in restii^ tlie boats again gpt ready to ad- 
vance« But^^ unf(»lunately, a^ light breeze which 
had hitherto favoured them, now ceased to blow, 
iind> they were acccndiiigly compelled to m^ke way- 
only with the oan The tide also ran strong against 
tiiiem^ at once increasing their labour^v and retard-. 
ing tli^ir -progress ; but all these difficulties ap- 
pciar ed< 1)riding to British sailors; and^< giving an 
hearty cheer, they moved steadily onward in one 
extended line. 

It was not long before the enemy's gnns opened 
upon them^ and a tremendous showei? of hiUls 
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^ali^ted their approach. Some boats were sunk, 
others disabled, and many men were killed and 
wounded ; but the rest pulling with all their might, 
and occasionally returning the discharges from 
their comrades, succeeded, after an hour's laboiii^, 
in closing with the Americans. The marines noW 
began a deadly fire charge of musketry ; while thfc 
seamen^ sword in hand, sprang up the vessel's sides 
in spite of all opposition ; and sabring every maft 
that stood in the way, hauled down the American 
ensign, and hoisted the British flag in it's place. 

One cutter, however, ^ which bore the commo- 
dore's broad pennant, was not so easily subdued; 
Having noted its pre-eminence. Captain Lockief 
directied his own boat against it; and happening 
to have placed himself in one of the lightest and 
fastest sailing barges in the flotilla, he found him- 
self along side of his enemy, before any of the 
others were near enough to render him the smallest 
support. But nothing dismayed by odds so fear^ 
ful, the gallant crew of this small bark following 
their leader, instantly leaped on board the Ameri- 
can. A desperate conflict now ensued, in which 
Captain Lockier reiceived several severe wounds ; 
but after fighting from the bow to the stem, the 
enemy were at lengtli overpowered; and othcir 
barges" coming up to the assistance of their com- 
m Jde, Ae Lmodo,^'. flag »ha«d th. same ftte 
with the others. 

s2 
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Having thus destroyed all opposition in this 
quarter, the fle^t again weighed anchor, and stood 
up the Lake, But we had not been many hours 
^under sail, when ship after ship ran aground : 
such as still floated were; therefore, crowded with 
the troops fropfi those which could go no farther, 
Jtill finally the lightest vessel stuck fast ; and the 
bpats were of necessity hoisted out, to carry us a 
distance of upwards of thirty miles. To be con- 
fined for so long a time, as the prosecution of this 
voyage would require, in oneppsture,wasof itself no 
very agreeable prospect; but the confinement was 
but a ti'ifling misery, when compared with that which 
arose from the chansre in the weather. Instead of 
a constant bracing frost, heavy rains, such as an in- 
habitant of England ca.nnot dream of, and against 
which no cloak will furnish protection, began. In 
the midst of these were the troops embarked in 
their new and straitened transports, and each di- 
vision^ after an exposure of ten hours, landed upon 

ajsmall desert spot of earth, called Pine Island, 

»■''••• ^- ■ • * ^ ■■ ■ • ' 

where it was determined to collect the whole army, 
previous to its crossing over to the main. 
. Than this spot, it is scarcely possible to imagine 
any place more completely wretched. It was a 
swamp, containing a small space of firm ground 
at one end, and almost .wholly unadorned with 
trees of any sort or description. There were, in- 
deed, a few stinted firs upon the very edge of the 
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water; but these were so diminutive in size, aS 
hardly to deserve an higher classification thaii 
among the meanest of shrubs. The interior wiS 
the resort of wild ducks and other water fowl ; ahd 
the pools and creeks with which it was intercepted 
abounded in dormant aligators. 

Upon this miserable desert, the army w^s aS-" 
sembled, without tents or huts, or any covering td 
shelter them from the inclemency of the weather : 
and in truth we may fairly affirm, th^t our hardships 
had here their commencement. After having been 
exposed all day to a cold and pelting fain, We 
landed upon a barren island, incapable of furnish- 
ing even fuel enough to supply our fires. To add 
to our miseries, as night closed, the rain generally 
ceased, and severe frosts set in ; which, congealing 
our wet clothes upon our bodies, left little animal 
warmth to keep the limbs in a state of activity ; 
and the consequence was, that many of the 
wretched negroes, to whom frost aijd cold were 
altogether new, fell faist asleep^ and perished before 
morning. 

For provisions, again, we were entirely depen- 
dent upon the fleet. There were hei^ no living 
creatures which would suffer themselves to be 
caught; even the water-fowls being so timorous, 
that it was impossible ta approacTi them within 
musket shot. Salt meat and ship biscuit were, 
therefore, our food, moistened by a small allowance 
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9f rum ; fare,- wluch, though no doubt vei^ wJiote- 
fprne^ was not such as to reconcile us to the c614 
4tn4 wet under which we suffered. 

On the part of the navy, again, all these hard- 
ships were experienced in a four-fold decree. 
Night and day were boats pulling from the fleet 
to the island, and from the island to the fle?t ; for it 
was the 2 1st before ^11 the troops were got on shore ; 
^d as th^r9 was little time to inquire iuto mens' tura^^ 
q£r labour, many seam^ were fi^r or five day» 
CQjitinually ftt the oar. Thus, they h^d not only to. 
be;air up ^gaiit^t variety of temperature, but against 
hiinger, fatigi^, and want of sle^p in addition ; 
^ee s^ fearful burdens as can be laid upon the 
hjppi)aA frame. Yet, in spite of all this, not a mur- 
mur nor a whisper of complaint could be heard, 
throughout the ^hole expedition. No, man ap- 
peared to regard the present, whilC; every one 
looked forward to the future. From the General, 
dpwn to the youngest drum-boy, a confident anti- 
cipation of success, seemed to "pervade all ranks; 
and in the hope of an ample reward in store for 
then^, th^ toilft and grievanpes of the moment were 
forgotten.. Nor w.as. thi^ anticipation the mere oiF- 
sprang of an oyerr weaning confidence in themselves. 
Sewer^l Americans had. already deserted, who en- 
tertained us with accounts of tl^e alarm expe-. 
riei;i5:ed at ^ew^ Orleans. They assured us that 
therei were not at^ present 5,000 v soldiers in the 
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State ; th^t the principal inhabitants h^d long ago 
left th^ place ; that such as remained ware ready 
to join us as soon as we should appear among 
them ; and that, therefore, we might lay our ac- 
count with a speedy and blpodleas conquest. The 
same persons likewise dilated upon the wealth and 
importance of the town, upoq the Urge quantities 
of government i^tores there collected^ and tii6 
rich booty which would reward its capture ; sub- 
jects wfell calculated to tickle the fancy of ihva- 
ders, and to make thepi unmindful of immediate' 
afflictions, in the expectation of ^o great a re- 
compense. 
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LETTER XIX 



While the troops were thus assembling, an em- 
bassy; was dispatched to the Chactaws, a tribe of 
Indians with whom pur government chanced ta 
be in alljance* Along with this embassage I had 
the good fortune to be sent ; aii4 a niQst iamusing 
expedition it proved to be. 

We set sail in a light schooner, and running 
along the coast till we canoe to a district not far 
from Apalachicola, pushed our vessel into a creek, 
and landed. Proceeding a short distance from the 
shore, we arrived at a considerable settlement of 
these savages ; as singular a collection 6f human 
habitations as ever I beheld. It consisted of up- 
wards of thirty huts, composed of reeds and 
branches of trees, erected in the heart of a wood, 
without any regard to form or regularity ; each 
hut standing at a short distance from the rest. At 
the doors of these huts sat the men, in a posture of 
the most perfect indolence, with their knees bent 
upwards, their elbows resting upon their knees, 
and their chins upon their elbows. Not a word 
was interchanged between man and man, while 
they appeared to be totally absorbed, each in his 
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own private contemplations. The women, how^ 
ever, were differently employed. Upon them, in*^ 
deed, all the toil of domestic economy seemed ta 
have devolved; for they were carrying, water, 
splitting wood, lighting fires, and cooking provi- 
sions. Soni^ children, though not so many as one 
would have expected, from the extent of the set- 
tlement, were likewise playing about ; but their 
sports had little of the spirit of European games; 
and frequently ended in. quarrels and combats. 
' On our approach, two men rose from the doors^ 
of their huts, and came to meet us. These proved 
to be the chief, and the principal wairior of the 
tribe ; the first an elderly infirm person, and the 
last a man of fierce countenance, probably about 
the age of forty. They were not, however, dis^ 
tinguished from their dountrymen by any peculi- 
arity of dress ; being arrayed, as the others were, 
in buffalo hides, with a loose scarf of cotton thrown 
over one shoulder, and wrapped round their loins j 
the size of their ornaments alone indicated that 
they were persons of consequence, the king having 
two broad pieces of gold suspended from his ears^ 
and bracelets of the same metal round his wrists ; 
while the warrior's ears were graced with silver 
rings, and a whole Spanish dollar hung from his 
nose. With these men. Colonel NickoUs of the 
Marine, whp conducted the embassy, was .well 
aiequainted, having been previously app6inted Ge- 
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Beialissiino of all their foi!C€s ; and they therefore 
extended to us the right hand of friendship, and 
conducted us into the largest hut .in the town^ 
. The rest of the in/^rriors were by this time roused 
firom their lethargy^ and soon began, to crowd 
about us J so that in a few minutes the hut was 
filled with Upwards of an hundred savages, each 
holdii^ in his band the fatal tomahawk, and hav- 
mg his iicalping k»ifb suspended from a belt 
fastened round his middle. The scene was now 
truly singular. There is a solemnity about the 
manner of , an Indian chi^f extremely imposing ; 
asttl this, joined with the motions which were 
meant to express wdcome, compelled me^ almost 
ilL spite of myself^ to regard these half-naked 
wretches with veneration. 

- -With the forray complexion, and costume of an 
wdsaneriean If^dian, most Englishmen are well ao- 
^ainted* In stature, they hardly come up to the 
common height of an European, and in appear* 
since of robustness they are greatly inferior, being 
generally spare and slender in their make. Nor, 
ijadeed^ do they at all equal the natives of Europe 
m strength. Their agility is superior to ours, but 
in- niAiscular power they fall much short of us; 
Ifeeir complexion is a dark red, resembling brick^ 
dust rather than copper ; their hair is universally 
long, coarse, and black ; they have little or no 
beard) and the body is entirely smooth.' Their 



features are high, a;pd might perhaps he legular, 
were nature left to herself} b«t they are iftsually 
twisted anid (listprted auto the v^mt fnghtful 
shapes, with the view o( ^^mg to tho ferocity 6f 
their looks. Their ^ress i& of the simplest kitid^ 
consisting partly of the skins of wild breasts, and 
partly of a scarf, made of cptlp^ cloth. For theif 
legs ai^d feet they have no covering, and instead of 
a cap, they wear theii; own liiair twined into a knot> 
and ornamented with various coloured featbeis* 
Besides the tomahawk and scalping l^nife,. eadi 
man is armed with a rifle or firelock, in the use of 
which they are exceediji^ly dei^terous^ 

The women, again, are. as mw^h the reversiei of 
beautiful as it i$ eiaay to conceive^ Being forced 
by their husbands to undergo, the greatest fatigues^ 
and to perform the most menial ofiices^ their aiv 
has in it nothijig of the cominjanding dignity 
which characterises that of the men. On* the (kmh 
ti'ary, they are timid and servile, never approachii^ 
the other s^x without humble prostrations ; white 
their shape is. spoiled by hard labour^ and thek 
features disfigured with ornaments. Whenever 
the tribe niarches, they are loaded with the children, 
and all culinary 'utensils, the haughty warrior con- 
descending to carry nothing except his arms ; and 
as soon as it halts, they are condemned to toil £» 
the benefit of the men, who throw themselves 
upon the ground, and doze till their, meal is prei» 
pared. 
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. i.Bat I must not attempt to describe^the mariners 
and customs of this strange people, which have 
been so frequently and so much better described 
already. I would rather relate such incidents as 
ffeU under my own immediate observation, without 
suffering my simple narrative to aim at a dignity 
to which it IS not entitled. 

- ' Having brought with us an interpreter, we were 
lAforined by him that the king declined enfering 
uj>on business till after the feast This was 
speedily prepared, and laid out upon the grass, con- 
sisting of lumps of Buffalo flesh, barely warmed 
through, and swimming in blood; with "cakes of 
Indian vcom and manioc. • Of dishes and plates, 
there were none. The meat was brought in the 
hand of the females who had dressed it, and placed 
upon the turf; the wSrriors cut slices from it with 
their knives ; and holding the flesh in one hand, 
and the cake in the other, they eatj as I thought,' 
rather sparingly, and in profound silence. Besides 
these more substantial viands, there were likewise 
sonie minced-meats of an extraordinary appearance, 
served up upon dried hides. Of these the company 
seemed to be particularly fond, dipping their hands 
into them without ceremony, and thus conveying 
the food to their mouths; but for my own part, I 
found it sufficiently difficult to partake of the raw- 
flesh, and could not overcome my loathing so much 
as io taste the mince. 
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When the remnant of the food was removed;^ 
abundant supply of rum, which these people bad 
received from oiir fleet, was produced. Of this 
they swallowed large potations ; and, as the spir^i 
took effect, their taciturnity gave way before it; 
till at last, speaking all together, each endeavoured^ 
by elevating his voice, to drown the voices of his; 
companions, and a tremendous shouting was the 
consequence. Springing from the ground, where 
hitherto they had sat cross-legged, many of them 
likewise began to jump about, and exhibit feats, of 
activity ; nor was I without apprehension that this 
riotous banquet would end in bloodshed. The king 
and chief warrior alone still retained their senses 
sufficiently unclouded to understand what was 
sakl. From them, therefore, we obtained a pro- 
inise, that the tribe would afford to the expeditioii 
every assistance in their power ; after which yfe 
retired for/ the night to a hut assigned for our aq- 
commpdation, leaving our wild hosts to continue 
the revel as long as a i^ingle drop of spirits re- 
mained. 

On the. following morning, having presented the 
\varriors with muskets and ammunition, we de- 
parted, taking with, us the two chiefs at their own 
request. For this journey .they had equipped 
themselves in a most extraordinary manner; 
ijiaking their appearance in scarlet jackets, which 
they had obtained from Colppel Nickplls, old fa- 



lK7t> lUi^S ISLAND. 

nhioned stieel-bound cocked hats, and shdes. Trt)w- 
d^rs they would not wear, but permitted their 
fewer parts to* remain with nd other coverilig thafa 
4 girdle tied round their loins ; and sticking scalp- 
ing knives in their belts^ atid holding tWnahaWks 
in thei'r hands, they accompanied us to the fleet, 
«id took up their residence with the Admiral. 

In the m^^an time^ the disembarkation was going 
'<m with much spirit The cutters being taken, 
and all difficulties removed, the ttoops began, on 
the l6th, to quit the ships, and on the 21st, were 
assembled in force upon Pine Island. But before 
tJ^y could cross over to the main^ it was necessary 
Ifcat some an^angements should be nliade, and that 
die different battalions shoufld be divided into 
corps and brigades. With this design, General 
Kt^ane reviewed his army on the SlSd;^ and distri- 
buted it into the following order. 

Instead of a light brigade, he determined to form 
three battalions into an advanced guard. The re- 
giments appointed to this service, were the 4th, 
83 th, and 95 th ; and as an officer of courage and 
fenterprizing talent is required to lead the advance 
of an army, they were put under the command of 
Colonel Tliomton. Attached to this corps of in* 
ftintry, were a party of rocket-men, and two light 
. three-pounder guns ; a species of artillery conve- 
nient enough, where celerity of movement is alone 
regardfed, but of very little service in the field. 



The rest of the troops were arranged ar before into 
two brigades The firsts composed of the &]isk^ 
44th, and one black regiment, was intrusted t0 
Colonel Brook; and the second, containing the . 
93d, and the other black corps, to Colonel Hamtltodoii 
of the 7th West India regiment. To each of theses 
a certain proportion of artillery and rockets was 
. allotted ; while the dragoons, who had brought 
their harness and other appointments on shore, w* 
mained as a sort of body-guard to the Geneml, till 
they should provide tl^mselves with horses. 

The adjustttient of these matteri^ having occii^ 
pied a considerable^ part of the S2d, it was deter* 
mined that all things should remain as they WO#e 
till next morning, j^oats, in the mean time, begaa 
to assemble from all quarters, supplies of aitiiiuink 
tion were packed, so as to prevent the possibility of 
damage from moisture, and stores of various de^ 
scriptions were got ready. But it appeared, that 
even now, many serious inconveniences must be 
endured, . and obstacles surmounted, before the 
troops could reach the scene of action. In the 
Urst place, from Pine Island to ^ that part of the 
main towards which prudence directed us ta steer^ 
was a distance of no -less than 80 miles. This, o£ 
itself, was an obstacle, or* at least an inconvenience 
of no slight nature, for should the^ weather prore 
boisterous, open boatS' heavily laden with soldies%> 
Mnould stand little chan:ce of escaping destructif)tr,i 
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in: the cDurse of jso long a voyage. In the next 
, place, fti^d what. was of infinitely greater import-: 
ance^ it was found, that tl)ere were not ^throughout 
the whole fleet, a sufficient number of boats to 
tcanaport above one-third, of the army, at a time. 
JBut to land in divisions, would ^expose qur, forces 
to be attacked in detail, by which mean^, one party: 
might.be cut. to pieces befprei.the ^others. couUlr 
arrive to itssupport The undertaking W/as, there-, 
f<;ire,.on the whole, extremely dangerouis^and.such 
as would have, been probably abandoned . by more 
timid leaders. . .Ours, howevjpr, were not so jto be 
alarmed.; Xfaey had entered li^pon^.a hasaidous' 
business, in whatever way it should bie prosecuted, ;i 
and sinpe they could not work miracles, . they re i 
solved to lose no time in. bringing their army intof 
the field, in the best manner which, circumstances 
would peroait . . . i . ; .r 

With. this view, the advance, consisting of . i,600*. 
men, and two pieces of cannon,> was nqxt morn-> 
ing embarked. I have already stated that there is 
a. small creek, called the Bayo de Catiline^ which- 
runs up from Lake Pontchartrain through tlie. 
middle of an. extensive morass, about ten miles. 
belpw New Orleans. Towards, this creek were- 
flie boats directed, and. here it was resolved to; 
effect a landing. When we set sail, the sky was 
dark and lowering, and before long, a heavy rain 1 
began to fall. Continuing witliput intermission^ 
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during the whole of the day, towards night it as 
usual ceased, and was succeeded hy a sharp frost; 
whi<ib taking effect upon men thoroughly exposed; 
and already cramped by remaining so long in one 
posture, rendered our limbs completely powerless. 
Nor was there any means of dispelling the be- 
numbing sensation, or effectually resisting the 
cold. Fires of charcoal, indeed, were lighted in 
the stems of the boats, and were suffered to burA 
^s long ias day-light lasted ; but as soon as it grew 
dark, they were of necessity extinguished, lest 
the flame should be seen by row-boats from the 
shore, and an alarm be thus communicated. Our 
liituation was, therefore, the reverse of comfortable ; 
since even sleep was denied us, from the appre- 
hension of fatal consequences. 

Having remained in this uncomfortable state till 
inidnight, the boats cast anchor, and hoisted a wii- 
ii^s. There was a small piquet of the enemy 
stationed at the entrance of the creek, by which 
we meant to effect our landing. This it was ab- 
solutely necessary to surprise; and while the rest 
lay at anchor, two or three fast sailing barges were 
sent on to execute the service. Nor did they ex- 
perience much difficulty in accomplishing their 
object. Nothing, as it appeared, was less dreamt 
of by the Americans than an attack from this 
quarter, cjonsequently, no persons could be less on 
their guard than the paity here stationed. The 

T 
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officer who ccmductec} the force sent against diem, 
found qot so much as a single sentinel posted ; 
but having landed his men at two places, above 
tod below the hut which they inhabited, extended 
his ranks so as to surround it, and closing gra- 
dually in, took them all fast asleep, without noise 
or resistance. 

When such time had been allowed as was 
deemed sufficient for the accomplishment of this 
und^taking, the flotilla again weighed anchor, and 
without waiting for . intelligence of success, pur- 
sued their voyage. Hitherto we had been hurried 
along at a rapid rate by a fair breeze, which ena- 
bled us to cany canvass ; but this now left us, and 
we made way only with rowing. Our progress 
was, therefore, considerably retarded, and the risk 
of discovery heightened by the noise which that 
labour necessarily occasions; but in spite of all 
this, we reached the entrance of the creek by 
dawn; and about nine o'clock, were safely on 
shore* 

The place where we landed was as wild as it is 
possible to imagine. Wherever we looked, no- 
thing was to be seen except one huge marsh, co- 
vered with tall reeds ; not a house, -nor a vestige 
of human industry could be discovered ; and even 
of trees, there were but a few growing upon the 
banks of the creek. Yet it was such a spot as, 
above all others, favoured our operations. No eye 
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could watch us, or report our arrivd to the Ame- 
rican General. By remaining quietly among the! 
reeds, we might efFectiially conceal ourselves 
from notice ; because, from the appearance of all 
around, it was easy to perceive that the place which 
\vc occupied was seldom, if ever before marked 
with a human footstep. Concealment, however,' 
was the thing of all others which we required, for 
be it remembered, that there were now only sixteen 
hundred men on «ie main land. The rest were 
still at Pine Island, where they must remain till 
the boats which had transported us should returii 
for their conveyance, consequently many hours 
must elapse before this small corps could be either 
reinforced or supported. If, therefore, we had 
sought for a poiiit where a descent might be mad6 
iii secrecy and safety, wc could not have found 
one better calculated for that purpose than the 
present ; because it afforded every means of con- 
cealment to one part of our force, until the others 
should be able to come up. 

It was, therefore, confidently expected, that no 
movement would be made previous to the arrival 
of the other brigades ; but, in our expectations of 
quiet, we were deceived. The deserters who had 
come in, and accompanied, us as guides, assured 
the Oeneral that he had only to show himself 
when the whole district would submit. They re- 
peated, that there were not five thousand men iii 

t2 
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arms throughout the state ; that of these, not more 
than twelve hundred were regular soldiers, a,nd that 
the: whole was at present several miles on the op- 
posite side of the town, expecting an attack ou 
that quarter, and apprehended no clanger on this. 
These arguments, together with the nature of the 
ground on which we stood, so ill calculated for a 
proper distribution of troops, in case of attack, and 
so well calculated to hide the movements of a 
force acquainted with all the passes and tracks 
\vhich, for aught we knew, intersected the morass, 
induced our leader to push forward at once into 
tjie open country. . As soon, therefore, as the ad- 
vance was formed, and the boats had departed, we 
began our march, following an indistinct path, 
along the edge of a ditch or canal. It was not, 
however, without many checks that we were able 
to proceed. Other ditches, similar to that whose 
course we pursued, frequently stopped us by run- 
ning in a cross direction, and falling into it at right 
angles. These were too wide to be leaped, and 
too deep to be forded ; consequently, on all such 
occasions, the troops were obliged to halt, while 
.bridges were hastily constructed of what materials 
could be procured, and thrown across. 
'. Having advanced in this manner for several 
hours, we, at length, found ourselves approaching 
a more cultivated region. The marsh became 
gradually less and less continued, being intercepted 
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by wider spots of firm ground ; and the reeds gave 
place, by degrees, to wood ; and the wood to lii- 
closed fields. Upoii these, however, nothing grew,' 
harvest having long ago ended. They presented,; 
therefore, but a melancholy appearance, being co- 
vered with the stubble of sugar-cane, which re- 
sembled the reeds we had just quitted, in every ^ 
thing except altitude. Nor as yet was any house' 
or cottage to be seen. Though we knew, there- 
fore, that human habitations cduld not be far off, it* 
was impossible to guess where they lay, or how' 
numerous they might prove ; and as we could tix^t 
tell whether our guides might not be deceiving us, 
and whether ambuscades might not be laid for oUr 
destruction, as soon as we should arrive wherei' 
troops could conveniently act, our march was notv" 
conducted with more caution and regularity. 
' But in a little while, some groves of orangtf 
trees presented themselves; on passing which, two' 
or three farm-houses appeared. Towards these, 
our advanced companies inimediately hastened, 
with the hope of surprising the inhabitants, and 
preventing any alarm from being raised. Hurry-' 
ing on at double quick time, they surrounded the 
buildings, succeeded in securing the inmates, and 
capturing several houses; but becoming rather 
careless in watching their prisoners, one man con- 
trived to effect his esciape; after which, all h6|)d' 
t>feluding observation wis laid aside. Th^ rumour 
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q( our lajxdijxg would, we knew, spread ^ster tihasi 
we could march; and it ua^Y only remained to 
njjake tb^t rumour as terrible as, possibly. 

. With this view, the coluprm was ordered to widei^ 
its files, and to pj;esent as forn>idable an appearance 
as could l?e assumed^ Chauging. our prder, there- 
fore, we marche4, not in sections of eight or ten 
^breast, but in. pairs, and thus contrived to. cover 
YTith Qur small division ^s, large a, track of grounds 
a^ if we ha^d mustered thiiice pur pr^si^i^ nujpibers. 
Our steps were likewise, quicl^ene<il, that we mighty 
gain, if possible, some advaiiitageo)^ position^ 
where we might be able to cope with any force 
tbftt might attack us ; and thus has^tening on, we 
^on arriyed at the main road, \^hich leaidg^ directly 
Ip New Orleaujs. Turning to, the rights we. then 
advanced in the direction of tl>at town for about a 
qgiile ; when having reached a spot where it was 
cpnsidered that we ^ighjt encainp ia compar^iv^ 
safety, our little cplumn halted r thp men piled 
their arms, and a regular bivpuac was for,med. 

The country where w;^ had upw pstablished 
ourselves, apsw^red, in ever3^ respect^ the descrip.- 
tion I have already given of the neck of land on 
Ay;hich Nevv Oriean^ is built. It; w^^ a narrow 
pl^n of about, a, mile in widtjb, hpun^ed on one 
sif|)^ by the Mississippi, and on the ot^i^r by the 
ijjaf^h from wl>ich we had ju^ enjeiged. To- 
^r^rds th? open ground, this xn^rjsh was cx>v^r,ec^ 
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Avith dvi^vf^wOod, hiaving the semblance of a forest^ 
rather than of a swamp ; but on ti^mg the bottoiB> 
it was found that both chaiacters were united and 
that it wa» impossible for a man to niaJie his way 
among the trees, so boggy was the/ soil upon which 
they grew. In no other quarter, however^ was 
there a single hedge^roiW, or plantatiii^n of any kind; 
excepting a* few apple and other fmit tktes in 
the gardens of s«ch heuse© as were scatt^fed ov*r 
the> plaiin^ t^ wh6be bbi'ng laid out itx Uir^e 
fields for the growth- of sugar-eajne ; a plant whidh 
seems' as aibundant in this part of the world as iik 
Janaatea. 

Looking up* tow^<fe< the town, which^ We^ Jit this 
trnie faced, the marsb^ is upon yoar rigl^^,, and ^ 
ri'ver upon your left. Glosi^ to the latlter runs, t\y^ 
niatn^road, followi^ the cefiiese^ of the stl?eam all 
the wsLjt to* Nex'T Orlean&^ £0tiwe^i the rJaad and 
thie watet'} is thrown up a loft^*; and ^ron^ esaliadkt 
menti, reaeqiMi^g ^e dyki^s in^ Holland,; and 
mieant to serve a similar purpose^;; by meafni of 
wbiehv the Mifisie^ippi isf prevented from overfloMf- 
ing it9 banks, and the ejrtire ^ isi preserved ftota 
inui^datioiL But the attention of » sikranger is- ir* 
re^tibly drawn away from; every' other object^ to 
contemplate the magnifieence of this noble riven 
pouring ajoug at the prodigious rate of four itoiii^s 
^tk houfv an immense body of water is spread ont 
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te&te you; measuring a full Tnile across^ ^nd 
nearly i hundred fathoms in depth. What this 
mighty stream must be near its mouth, I can 
hafdly imagine^ for we were here, upwards- of a 

hundred miles from the ocean; 

Such was the general aspect of the country 
Avhich we had entered ; our own position, again, 
was this. The three regiments turning off from 
the road into one extensive green field, formed 
three close columns within pistol-shot of the river. 
Upon our rights but so much in advance as to 
be of no service to us, was a large house, sur- 
rounded by about twenty wooden huts, probably 
intended for the accommodation of slaves. To- 
wards this house, there was a slight rise in the 
ground, and between it and the camp was a small 
pond of no great depth. As far to the rear again 
as the first was to the front, stood another house, 
inferior in point of appearance, and skirted by 
no out-buildings: this was also upon the right; 
and here General Keane, who accompanied us, 
fixed his head-quarters ; but neither the one nor 
the other could be employed as a covering re- 
doubt, the flank of the division extending, as it 
were, between them. Immediately in front, where 
the advanced posts were stationed, ran a dry 
ditch and a row of lofty palings ; and thus, both 
it and the left were in some degree protected; 
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while the right and rear were wholly without 
cover. Though we occupied this field, there- 
fore, and might have looked well in a peaceable 
district, it must be confessed that our situation 
hardly deserved the title of a military position. 
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Noon had just passed, when the word was given 
to halt, and therefore every opportunity was af- 
forded of posting the piquets with leisure and at- 
tention. Nor was this deemed enough to secure 
tranquillity : several parties were sent out in all 
directions to reconnoitre, who returned with an 
account that no enemy nor any trace of an enemy 
could be discerned. The troops were accordingly 
suiFered to light fires, and to make themselves, com- 
fortable ; only their accoutrements were not taken 
off, and the arms- w€Fe piled- m such form as to be 
within reach at a moment's notice. 

As soon as these agreeable orders were issued, 
the soldiers proceeded to obey them both in letter 
and in spirit. Tearing up a number of strong 
palings, large fires were lighted in a moment ; wa- 
ter was brought from the river, and provisions were 
cooked. But their bare rations did^ not content 
them. Spreading themselves over the country as 
far as a regard to safety would permit, they en- 
tered every house, and brought away quantities of 
hams, fowls, and wines of various descriptions; 
which being divided among them, all fared well, 
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and none received too large a quantity. Iipi thi§ 
division of good things, tbey were not uninin^aji 
of their officers; for upon active warfare the officjwjs 
are considered by t;h^ privates as comrades, to whpi^ 
respect and obedience are d|U^^ rather tlian ^ 
masters. 

It was now about thr^e o'clock in the afternooq^ 
and all had as yet remained quiet, The troops 
having finished' their ii^a3^ lay stretched 1;>e$idfs 
their fires, or refreshed themselves by bathing, for 
to-day the heat was su/?h as to render this latter 
employment extremely agi;^eable, when suddenly 
a bugle from the advanced posts sounded the 
alarm, which was echoed back from all in the 
army. Starting up, we stood to, our arm^^ and pr^e^ 
pared for . battle, the alarm being, now succeeded 
by some firing ; but . we virere; scarcely in prder> 
when word was sent from the front that there was 
n(^ dajiger, only a few hprser having ma4e their ap- 
p^aran^e, who were checked and p^t to flight; ajt 
the first discharge. Upon tjhis intelligence, our 
wonted confidence returned, and we again betoc^ 
ourselves to our former ocQup^tipns> remarldng 
that> aa the Americans had never yet dared to a^ 
tack, ther^e was no great probability of: their d^ing 
so on the present occ^ion. 

In this m^Hxer^ the day passed without any f|ijrr 
tbeca^arm;; and d^knqss ha{ving set in, thefiri^ 
were^mafl^tQ bl^?;e vi'^ iacreg^spleodour^ qijiir 
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feJveniiig meal was eat, and -we prepared to sle6p: 
Biit about half-piast seven o'clock, the attention of 
S^eral individuals was drawn to a large vessel, 
which seemed to be stealing up the river till she 
C&meopposite to our camp ; when her anchor tiras 
dropped, and her sails leisurely furled. At first w'e 
W^fere doubtful whether she might not be one of 
ptir dwn Cruisers which had passed the port unob- 
served, and had arrived to render her assistance iii 
diir future operations. To satisfy this doubt, she 
Was repeatedly hailed, but returned no answer; 
ili^hen an alarm spreading through the bivouac, all 
thought of sleep was laid aside. Several mtisket 
Shots were now fired at her with the design of ex- 
acting a reply, of which no notice was taken ; till 
^ length having fastened all her sails, and swuiig 
her broad-side towards us, we dould distinctly heaf 
some one cry out in a commanding voice, * Gi^e 
them this for the honour of America.' The words 
A^ere instantly followed by the flashes of her guns, 
and a deadly shower of grape swept down numbers 
in the camp. 

' Against this dreadful fire we had nothing what- 
ever to oppose. The artillery which we had landed 
was too light to bring into competition with ah 
adversary so powerful ; and as she had anchored 
within a short distance of the opposite bank, no 
musketry could reach her with any precision or 
effect. A few rockets were discharged, which 
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nia4e a beautiful appearance in the. air ; but tlje 
rocket is an uncertain weapon, and these deviated 
too far from their object to produce even terror 
among those against whom they were directed^ 
Under these circumstances, as nothing could be 
done offensively, our sole object was to shelter the 
men as much as possible from this iron hail. Witl^ 
this view, they were commanded to leave the fires, 
and to hasten under the dyke. Thither all, a»c- 
cordingly, repaired, without much regard to order 
and regularity, and laying ourselves along whercr 
ever we could find room, we listened in painful, 
silence to the scattering of grape shot among. our. 
huts, and to the shrieks and groans of those w.ha 
lay wounded beside them. 

. The night was, now as dark as pitch, the moon 
being but young, and totally obscured with clouds. 
Our fires deserted by us, and beat about by the; 
enemy's shot, began to burn red and dull, aud, exr 
cept when the flashes of those guns which playe,d 
upon us cast a ihomentary glare, not an objec^t 
could be distinguished at the distance of a yard^ 
In this state we lay for nearly an hour, unablq to 
move from our ground, or offer any opposition to 
those who kept us there; when a straggling fire, pf 
musketry called oqr attention towards the piquets, 
and warned us to prepare for a closer and mor^^ 
desperate strife. As yet, however, it was un-. 
certain from what cause this dropping fire arose. 
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ft might proceed from the uehtfnels, who, alarmed 
by the cannonade from th6 river, mistook every 
tree foi* aii AiiieridJlii ; and till this should be more 
ifeily iaiscert^ilied,' it would be improper to expose 
ttie troops, by ttioVing any of theift from the shelter 
which the bank afforded. But thesd doubts were 
trot permitted to continue long in existence. The 
dropping fire havtiig patised for a few moments, 
was ^uCcfeeded by a feaif ul yell ; and the heavens 
i^et'e illuminated oii all sides by a semi-circular 
blaze of musketry. It was now cleir that we were 
^ffCHinded, atid thdt by a very superior force ; and, 
•tlJerefofe, no alteiPriative remaining, but, either to 
ititrender at discretion, or to beat back the as- 
:sailants. 

' The first of tliese plans was never for an instant 
thought of; and the second was immediately put 
ftito force. Rushing from under the bank, the 
85th and 95th flew to support the piquets, while 
ttie 4th, stealing to the rear of the encampmient, 
fo'rnied close column, and remained as a reserve. 
But to describe this action is altogether out of tne 
q\iestion, for it was such a battle as the annals of 
modern warfare can hardly match. All order, all 
discipline were lost. Each officer, as he was able 
to collect twenty or thirty men round him, ad- 
vanced into the middle of the enemy, when it was 
fought hand to hand, bayonet to bayonet, and 
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sword to sword, with the tumuit and ferocrty of 
one of Homer's <x)mbats^ 

To give some idea of this extraordinary combatj I 
shall detail the adventures of a friend of mine, who 
chanced to accompany one af the first parties sent 
out. Dashing through the bivouac tinder an 
heavy discharge from the vessel, hU ps^rty reached 
the lake, which was forded, and advanced as far 
as the house where General Keane had fixed his 
head quarters. The mdon had by this time made 
her way through the clouds ; and though only m 
her first quarter gave light enough to permit tbeii: 
seeing, though not . distinctly. Having now gone 
far enough to the right, the party pushed on to- 
wards the front, and entered a sloping field. of 
stubbie; at the upper end of which they could 
distinguish a dark line of men ; but, whether they 
were friends or foes it w^^ impossible to determine^ 
Unwilling to fire, lest he should kill any of our 
own people, my friend led on the volunteers whom 
he had got round him, till they reached some thick 
piles of reeds, about twenty yards from the object 
of their notice. Here they were saluted by a sharp 
volley, and being now confident that they were 
enemies, he commanded his men to fire. But a 
brother officer who accompanied him, was not so 
convinced, assuring him that they were soldiers of 
the 95th, upon which they agreed to divide the 
forces ; that he who doubted^ should remain with 
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one part, where he was, while my friend, with the. 
rest, should go round upoji the flank of this line, 
and discover certainly to which army it belonged. 

Taking with him about fourteen men, he ac- 
cordingly moved off to the right, when falling in 
with some other stragglers, he attached them like- 
wise to his party, and advanced. Springing over 
a high rail, they came down upon the left of those 
concerning whom the doubt had existed, and found 
them to be, as my friend had supposed, Americans. 
Not a moment was lost in attacking, but having 
got unperceived, within a few feet of where they 
stood, they discharged their pieces, and rushed oa 
to the charge. In the whole cQuj-se of my mili- 
tary career, I do not recollect any scene at all rcr 
lembling that which followed. Some "soldiers, 
having lost their bayonets, laid about them with 
the butt end of their firelocks ; while many a 
aword, which till to night had not drank bipod, be-r 
came in a few minutes crimsoned enough. 

The contest, though desperate, was of short dura-, 
tion. Panic struck at the vigour of the assault, the 
Americans soon fled, and our people pursued them, 
through a garden, and into the middle of the huts, 
which I have stated as surrounding a large house 
upon the right front of our original position. Here 
they found a considerable number of our own men^ 
and one or two officers taken, and guarded by a 
detachment of Americans, These . they imme- 
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diately releasdd, who, catching up what weapons 
they could find, followed their liberators in the 
chase of the flying enemy. 

But, having now got as far in advance of the 
main body as he considered prudent, my friend de- 
termined to pause here, till he should discover how 
things went in other parts of the fields 

With this' view he halted his party, amounting,' 
by the latte addition, to forty men and two officers; 
and proceeding alone towards the front, he descried, 
another line, of the length of one strong battalion^ 
at the bottom of a field (m the left. Being anxious ^ 
to discover who they were, he walked forwarti,' 
when a voice from among them called out not to/ 
fire, because th^y were Americans. But my friend^ 
had more iti view than merely to discover whit 
countrymen they were, and therefore, answettri^' 
as one of themselves, he demanded to what corps 
they belonged ? To this the speaker replied, that 
they were the 2d battalion of the 1st Regiment^ 
and requested to be informed what had become of 
the 1st battalion. Still imitating the American' 
twang, my friend again made answer that it was 
upon his right; and assuming a tone of authority^ 
commanded them to remain as they were, till he 
should join them with a party of which he was at* 
the head. 

' Having ended this conversation, he' returned to 
the village, and forming his party in line, ledthiem" 

u 
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ou in deep silence towards the 2d battalioii of the 
1st Regiment. As they drew near he ca^^d out for 
the commanding officer, . or him who had spoken 
to come forward, adding that he had something ta 
communicate ; upon which an elderly mati, armed 
witk a huge dragoon sabre, advanced to v^eGt hina. 
As soon as they were together, my friend seized 
his sword, and desired him to surrender, declaring 
tjiat he and. his regiment were surround^j apd th^t 
rfesistance would only occasion unnecessary blood- 
shed. The man was completely confounded, and 
resigned his sword immediately ; when, turning to 
another officer, he demanded his. This person, 
however, was younger, and appeared to Mve Jbd^ 
^ts more about him, for^ instead of giving up his 
' W^ipon, he made a cut at my friend's bead? whicb 
he had scarcely time to ward off. Their country- 
men^ likewise, who had hitherto stood motionless,, 
took courage at the deed, and began firing ;. when, 
as .all chance of cheating them into a surrender was 
at an end, our soldiers dashed amongst them^ and 
once morie renewed the combat hand in hand. 
. But though the enemy had so far recovered from 
their panic as to refuse a surrender, their resolution 
did not prompt them to any determined resistance. 
Charged as they were upon the flank, it is not 
wonderful that they soon fell into confusion, and 
being closely pressed by the brave little party? 
they had no time given to rally. In l^ss than an 
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hour, therefore, they began to fly; and as my 
friend considered that he had been rash enough iii 
attacking a force so superior, with a handful of 
men, he did not add to that rashness, by con- 
tinuing the pursuit too far; but having chased 
them a little way, recalled his followers, and re^* 
turned to the hamlet 

In giving a detail so minute of the adventures^ 
of an individual^ on the present occasion, I am far 
from wishing to exhibit him in the light of an hera 
of romance. The fact idy that what he did, was 
done in a greater or less degree by every officer m 
the army ; for this was a combat which compelled 
every man, in spite of himself, to rely solely on his 
own resources. Attacked unexpectedly, and in 
the dark, surrounded by enemies before any ar^^ 
rangements could be made to oppose them, it is 
not conceivable that order, or the rules of^ disci^ 
plined war could be preserved. We were mingled 
with the Americans, frequently before we could 
tell whether they were friends oi; foes ; because 
speaking the same language with ourselves, theire 
was no mark by which to distinguish them, at least 
none whose influence extended beyond the dis- 
tance of a few paces. The consequence was, that 
more feats of individual gallantry were performed 
in the course of this night, than many campaigns 
might have afforded an opportunity of performing; 
while viewing the affair as a regular action, none 
X u 2 
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can be imagined more full of blunders and coiv 
fusion^ No man could teU what was going for- 
ward m any quiapter, exicept where he himself 
chanced' immediately to stand ; no one part of the 
tine could bring assistance to another, because, in 
truth, no line existed. It was in one word a per- 
fect tumult, resembling, except in its fatal conse- 
quenceSf those scenes which the night of an Irish 
^r u«ually exhibits, much more than an engage- 
ment betweeur two civilized annies. 

The night was far spent, and the sound of fight- 
ing had begun to die away, when my friend once 
more established himself among the huts. Hefc, 
likewise^ considerable numbers of our people as- 
sembled, from whom he learned that the ^nemy 
were repulsed on all sides. The combat had been 
long and obstinately contested) having begun at 
eight in die evening, and continuing till three in 
the morning, but the victory was decidedly ours ; 
for the Americans retreated in the greatest disorder, 
leaving us in possession of the field. Our loss, 
however, was enormous. Not less than 500 men 
had fallen, many of whom were our finest soldiers 
and best officers, ^nd yet we could not but con- 
sider ourselves fortunate in escaping from the toils, 
0yen at the expence x)f so great a sacrifice. 

The recall being sounded, our troops were soon 
brought together, and filing to the left, formed 
line in front of the ground, whcr^ we had at first 
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encamped. Here we remained ready for whatever 
might occur till morn, when, to avoid ttoe-fire^rf 
the vessel, we again betook ourselves to the bank, 
and lay down. ^For some hours past, indeed, she had 
ceased to annoy US, but this we knew was owing 
mereily to the ignorance of her crew, where ' to 
direct her aim; and we were well aware that, un- 
less we contrived to cover ourselves before that 
ignorance was removed, we should undoubtedly 
suffer for our temerity. 

Day-light was beginning to appear, and we wenb 
just able to distinguish that our enemy was a fine 
schooner, pierced for eighteen guns, and crowded 
with men, when we retreated to the bank. Here 
we lay for some hours worn out with fatigue atod 
want of sleep, arid shivering in the cold air of 4 
frosty morning, without being able to light a fife, 
or ^repar^ a iriorsel of provisions. Whenever an 
attempt of the kind was made ; as soon as two of 
three men began to steal from shelter, the schoon- 
er's guns immediately opened; and thus was 
the whole division kept, as it were, prisoners, for 
the space of an entire day. 

While our troops lay in this uncomfortable situa- 
tion, I stole away with two or three men to iirid 
out and bury a friend who was among the slain. 
In wandering over the field for this purpose, the 
]n6dt< shocking and disgusting Bights every where 
pitesettted' themselves. "I have frequently beheld 
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a greater number of dead bodies in Ai sm&ll a camn 
pass, though these^ indeed, were numerous ^lough^ 
but wounds more disfigurii^ or more horriUe^ I 
tertainly never witnessed. A man, shot thn>iiigh 
the head or heart, lies as if he were in a deep 
slumber; insomuch, that when you gaze, upon 
him, you experience little else than pity. But cff 
th^e many had met their death . from ; bayonet 
wounds, sabre cuts, or heavy blows from the butt 
ends of muskets; and the consequence. wa$, that 
not only were the wounds themselves exoeedingly 
frightful, but the very countenanceis of the dead 
Isxhibited the most savage and ghastly expressions* 
i*irietids ^nd foes lay together in smim groups of 
four or six, nor was it difficult )ta tell alDaost the 
very hand by which some of them had j^llen^ N^y* 
such had been the deadly clpsenp^s of the sti^fe, tbat 
in one or tMro places, an ! English and 4^erican 
^oldi^r might be seen with ^^ bayonet f>£ fi9xsk 
fastened in: the other's bodyv :, . / ... 

'.Haying $earche|d for some time. ;iit vain, I at 
k^gth discovered pay friend lying behind ^ bundle 
of reeds, where, during the action, We^had se? 
pfiurated ; and shot through the teu^plesiiby la rifle 
bullet 60 remarkably small, ass scarcely to. lea^eany 
tifice of its progress V I i^m we^U aware that thia 
is no fit place to i^tipdace the working of my 
own personal feelings, but he was my friend, aaokd 
such a friend as few m<n are happy e^ougjh.ta 
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possess. We had known and loved each other f&t 
years ; our regard had been cemented by a loiig 
participation in the same hardships and dangers? 
and it cannot therefore surprise, if even liow I 
pay that tribute to his worth and our friendships 
which, however unavailing it may be, they botb 
deserve. ' 

When in the act of looking for him, I had fliat- 
tered myself, that I should be able to bear his loss 
with something like philosophy, but when I i^ 
held him pale and bloody, I found all tny resolution 
evaporate. I threw myself on the ground beside 
him,; and wept like a child. But this was no time 
for the indulgence of' useless sorrow. Like the 
royai bard, I knew that I 'should go to him, but^he 
ciould not returta to me, and I .ooiild tiot tdl 
Nvhether an hour would pass before my sumnloiJil( 
would nrri ve; Lifting hi m, therefote,- upon a car€, 
1 had him carried iloNvn to head-quarter hou^, littw 
Converted into an hospitalj and havingdiig lor^hititi 
a grave at the bottom*<rf thfe ganleii, I laid him 
there as a soldier shoaild be ^aid, arrayed, not itt^^a 
shtoud^ but in his uniforms Even the ver}'''jpri- 
vates, .^hom I brought with nie to assist at hfe 
funeral, mingled their tea^ with mine, nor »re 
many so fbrtuliate as to return to the parent d»st 
more deeply or more sincerely lamented.; 
' Retiring fr6m' the perfbrmiaiJGe bf j!his mela,nri&i;^y 
duty, I strolled into the hospital/ ^iid visited the 
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wounded. It is bere th^t war loses its grandeur 
and show, and presents only a real picture of its 
effects. Every room in the house was crowded 
with wretches mangled, and apparently in the most 
excruciating agonies. Prayers, groans, and I 
grieve to add, the most horrid exclamations, smote 
upon the ear wherever I turned. Some lay at 
length upon^ straw, with eyes half closed, and 
limbs motionless ; some endeavoured to start up, 
shrieking with pain, while the wandering eye; and 
incoherent speech of others, indicated the loss of 
rbason, and usually foretold the approach of death. 
But there was one among the rest, whose appear- 
anice wais too horrible ever to be forgotten. He had 
htm shot through the wind-pipe, and the breath 
making its way between the skin and the flesh, had 
dilated him to a size absolutely terrific. His head 
aiid face were particularly shocking. Every fea- 
ture was enlarged beyond what can well be ima- 
gined ; while his eyes were so completely hidden 
by the cheeks and forehead, as to destroy all re- 
semblance to an human countenance. 

Passing through the apartments where the pri- 
vate soldiers lay, I next came to those occupied by 
officers. Of these there were five or six in one 
small room, to whom little better accommodation 
could be provided than to their inferiors. It was a 
sight peculiarly distressing, because all of them 
chanced to be personal acquaintances of my own. 
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One had been shot in the head, and lay gasping and 
insensible ; another had received a musket ball in 
the belly, which had pierced through and lodged 
in the back bone. The former appeared to suffer 
but little, giving no signs of life, except what 
an heavy breathing produced ; the latter was in 
the most dreadful agony, screaming out, and g^^W^ 
ing the covering under which he lay. There were 
many besides these, some severely, and others 
slightly hurt ; but as I have already dwelt at suffi- 
cient length upon a painful subject, I shall only 
observe, that to all was afforded every assistance 
which circumstances would allow ; and that die 
exertions of their medical attendants were such, ias 
deserved and obtained the grateful thanks of even 
the most afflicted among the sufferers themselves^ 
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In the mean time the rest of the troops were latit)^- 
ing as fast as possible, and hastening to gain their 
comrades. Though the advance had set out l!t>m 
Pme Island by themselves, they did not occupy all 
the boats in the fleet. Part 'of the second b'rigader, 
therefor^, had embarked about twelve howirs slftiet 
ttifeir dejiattufe; ^tid rowing leisurely oh,' Av^rfe 
cbiiiiderably liidre than half wsfy* across the lakei 
Svhcn the actfcri began; In the stillness of ii%Wf, 
lfo\^e?f, it is airtonishiti^ what disttthcfe^ k 
noise is heard. Though they must have been 
at least twenty miles from the Bayo when the 
schooner first opened, the sound of firing reached 
them, and roused the rowers from their indolence. 
Pulling with all their might, they now hurried on, 
while the most profound silence reigned among the 
troops, and gaining the creek in little more than 
three hours, sent fresh reinforcements to share in 
the danger and glory of the night. 

Nor was a moment lost by the sailors in return- 
ing to the island. Intelligence of the combat 
spread like wild-fire ; the boats weje loaded even 
|)^yond what was strictly safe, and thus by exert- 
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ing tliemselves in a degree almost un^^aralleled, oar 
gallant seamen succeeded in bringing the whole 
army into position before dark on the 24th. The 
second and third brigades, therefore, now took up 
their ground upon the spot ^lvhere the late battle 
was fought, and resting their right upon the woody 
morass, extended so fax towards the river, as that 
the advance by. wheeling *up^ might continue tbe 
line across the entire plain. - .../,'•> 

; Butmstead of taking part ih this fbrmatioii^ At 
advance wa^ ^IL lettered ta the bank, from wtiioh 
it Was jtdditionally prev^ent^d from 'moving bpth^ 
arrival of another large shipy twhidii cast anchor 
about a mileabdve tiie sdaDonei:. ' .Thui wene three 
]batta}iou& kept stationary jby the gudis iof these bmk 
formidable floatingihatteries^; and it wa* dear that 
no^aibtempt to extricate tfaesn couJd be.raade wiiii^ 
out ^reaikis^ unless iutider cover of nighjbM ^Doriii^ 
the whole of the S4th,* tiievefiird^ll^iey^^emaiiied'iil 
diis imcondbrtiaiiife sibiatiolii ;i jbut los jsbon ^ dfi|rk« 
n^s bad welL^t hi, a^ change of poisitionw^ 
dSectedl*. ^ . Withdlu^^iog^ th^ ttodp^ 'fio^ainyijby 
txrnifmt^y^, f^Hl^mi^b^h^d tbe bank^/<>dpeM Kean| 
slationed them via dse viUagevbf .>huti ;. ^by which 
meatis the high road wafr tafaajidoiiiiad^iick. ibhe{m>te^ 
tion of a piquet, and the Itf t io^ > thd >airmfy icovel'^ 
by a large^ofaateam .. ■> i .. - /i>-i 

Being now ^piaG^ beyond visk^ Df sbmtiis jfSWi 
ooysmce ' itom the shijpping^ the - whole aatoy . ^ 



900 ADVAN€i>. 

inained quiet for the night. How long we. were 
to continue in this, state, nobody appeared to know ; 
Bot a whisper was circulated as to the time of ad- 
Tancing, nor a surmise ventured respecting the 
next step likely to be taken. In our guides, to 
whose rumours we had before listened with avi- 
dity, no farther confidence was reposed. It was 
perfectly evident, either that they had purposely 
deceived us, or that their information was gathered 
fmma mostimperfectsourcej therefore, though they 
j^er^e .not exactly! placed in confinement, they.w^re 
strictly watchedy and treated more like spies than 
deserters*. Instead of an easy conquest, \4^e.had 
already met with vigorous^ opposition.; instead of 
finding the inhabitants ready jand eager to. join jus, 
we found the houses deserted, !the cattle and. horses 
driven away, and every appearance of hostility. 
To march by the only road was rendered imprac- 
ticable, . so completely was it <x>mmanded by the 
shipping. In a wocd, all . things had turned out di^ 
ametrically opposite to what had been anticipated ; 
and it appeared^ that instead of a trifling aifair 
more likely to fill our pockets, than to add tp our 
renown, we had embaiked in an undertaking which 
presented difficulties not to he surmounted, without 
patience and ^termination. 

Having effected this change of position, and co^ 
vered the front of bis army with a strong chain of 
OtttpostSi General Keane, as I have said^ remained 
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quiet during the remainder of the night, and on 
the moFrow was relieved from farther care and re- 
sponsibility by the unexpected arrival of Sir £d* 
ward Pakenham, and General Gibbs. As soon as- 
the death of Ross was known in London, the foit< 
mer of these officers was dispatched to take upost 
himself the command of the army. Sailing imr 
mediately with the latter^ as his second in camr 
mand, he had been favoured, during the whde 
voyage, by a fresh and fair wind, and now arrived 
in time to see his troops brought into a situatjkm, 
from which all his abilities could scarcely expeet 
to extricate them. Nor were the troops themaelvM 
ignorant of the unfavourable, circumstances m 
which they stood. Hoping every thing, therefor^ 
from a change, they greeted their new leader with 
an hearty cheer ; while the confidence which past 
events had tended in some degree to dispel, re- 
turned once more to the bosoms of all.' It wa^" 
Christmas Day, and a number of officers clubbing 
their little stock of provisions, resolved to dine to- 
gether in memory, of former times. But at so mer 
lancholy a Christmas dinner I do not recollect at 
any time to have been presents We dined in a 
bam; of plates, knives, and forks there was a dismal 
scarcity, nor could our fare boast of much either 
in intrinsic good quality, or in the way of cookingw 
These, however, \vere mcK matters of merriment r 
it: .was the want of many well koown and beloved 
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faces that g^ve tis'paiii; nor were any othw sub- 
jects discussed^ besides the amiable qualities of those 
who no longer formed part of oiw niess, and nev^r- 
WjovAA again form part of it. A few guesses ais to 
the probarble success of future attempts alone to^ 
Uevedth]£t topic, and now Mid then a shot from the 
sohoo^er ' dt-ew our attention to ourselves; for 
dKmgfa 'too far xemoired from the river to be m 
much/danger^, we weve> still within cannon sbM of 
dm*/ enemy; : ^Nociwas. she: inactive in her attepiptsr 
txy^mO'test. : Elevating her guns to a great degree^ 
she '{x>Btrived occasionally to ^rike the wall of the 
burHding within whicb wesatj^but the forceof the 
ball was too far spent to peneteate, and could therc:^ 
&re produce no serious alarm. ' 

r White we werethps sitting at table, a loud shriek 
Was|heard, after one of ^these explosions, and on ruh- 
ning. oi^t, we found that a shot had taken effect in' 
thebody of an unfortunate soldier. I mention this 
il^oident, because I never beheld inany human being 
so great a tenacity of life. Though fairly cut in 
two at the lower part of the belly ,^ j:he podr wretch 
lived for nearly an liour, gasping^ for breath, arid 
giving signs even of pain. 

But to return to my narrative : as soon ^s he 
reached the camp, Sir Edward proceeded to exa- 
mine, with a soldier's eye, every point and place 
within view. Of the* American aimy nothing 
whatever could be perceived, Except a corps of ob- 
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servation, composed of five or six hundred counted 
riflemen, which hovered along our front,; and; 
watched our motions. The town itself was com-. 

i 14., t t , '...».■ '»*•_•■ 

pletely hid, nor was it possible to see beyond the 
distance of ji very fewmile^, either in front o.r rea^^ 
so flat and unbroken was the face . of the countryi.^ 
Under these circvimstances, little insight into thf? 
state of affairs could be obtained by reconnoitrings 
The only thing, iAdeed, whifh he could learn fi^o^ 
it was, that while the ye$sels : kept their prese^lf 
station upon the river, np advance could bemad^i 

I 

and, as he felt that every, moment's dejay v^ 1%: 
jiirious to us, and favourable to tifcie enemy,, he i;|^ 
solved to remove these incumbr^c^s^ and to pus|^ 
forward as spon as possible. ^ : ! 

With this view nine field-pieces, two hox^itzer^, 
and pne mortar wer^ . brought down to the bri^ 
of the stream, as sooji as it. was dark.; Working 
parties were likewise ordei^ out, by whom a bp.t- 
tery was thrown up opposite to the schooner; aq^ 
having got all things iu readinqsp, at dawn on the 
Sfith a heavy cainnonade was opened^ upon her wi^ 
led-hpt shot. It was not long before we cpuld 
perceive her crew hastening into their boa^ wljile 
the snipke, which beg^n Jo rise from her d^ks, 
proved . tl^t the balls had taken effect. She. \f ^s, 
in.f^ict, on fire, and being abandoned without re^ 
i^ist^nc^ in little mpre than an hour, she blew XLp^ 
In, itseljf the sight was a ^jae one, but tp us it 
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was peculiarly gratifying, for we could not but ex« 
perience something like satiated revenge at the 
destruction of a vessel from which we had suffered 
so much damage. A loud shout accordingly folr. 
lowed the explosion, and the g^ns were hnme- 
diately turned against the ship. But the fate of 
hef companion had warned her not to remain till 
she herself should be attacked. Setting every inch 
of canvass, and hoisting out her boats, she b^;an 
to stem the stream at the very instant the schooner 
took fire, and being impelled forward both by tow- 
ing and sailing, she succeeded in getting beyond the 
range of shot before the guns could be brought to 
bear. One shell, however, was thrown with admira- 
ble precision, which falling upon her deck, caused 
considerable execution; but, excepting this, she 
escaped without injury, and did not anchor again 
till she had got too far for pursuit. 

Having thus removed all apparent obstacles to 
his future progress, the General made dispositions 
for a speedy advance. Dividing the army into two 
columns, he appointed General Gibbs to the com- 
mand of one, and General Keane to the command 
of the other. The left column, led on by tiie latter 
officer, consisted of the 95th, the 85th, the 93d, 
and one black corps; the right, of the 4th, 21 st,^ 
44th, and the other black corps. The artillery, of 
which we had now ten pieces in the field, though 
at present attached to the left column, was designed 
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to afct as circumstances and the naWre of the. 
ground would permit; while the dragoons, few of 
whom had as yet provided themselves with horses, 
were appointed to guard the hospitals, and to secure 
the wounded from any sudden surprise or molest 
tation from the rear. 

But the day . was too far spent in making these 
arrangements, afad in clearing the way for future 
operations^ to permit any movement before the 
morrow. The whole of the 26th was therefore 
spent in bringing up stores, ammunition^ and a few 
heavy guns from the ships, which being placed in 
battery upon the banks of the river, secured us 
against the return of our floating adversary. All 
this was done quietly enough, nor was thei^e any 
cause of alarm till after sun-set ; but from that 
time till towards dawn, we were kept in a constant 
state of anxiety and agitation. Sending down 
fimall bodies of riflemen, the American General 
harassed our piquets, killed and wounded a few of 
the sentinels, and prevented the main body from 
obtaining any sound or refreshing sleep. Scarcely 
had the troops lain down, when they were roused 
by a sharp firing at the outposts, which lasted only 
till they were in order, and then ceased ; but as 
soon as they had dispersed, and had dnce more 
addressed themselves to repose, the same cause of 
alarm returned, and they were again called to their 
ranks. Thus was the entire night ^pent in watch- 



lOg^ bra^t b^tm broken and disturbed »l<irEiber% 
th&fl which mothmg i» more try iog, both to the 
h€!^tb and spirits of an ai^tiiy^ 

With the piqfaetp, again, it fared even worse. 
Fcnr the cmt^po«fts of an army to sleep i& at all times 
considered as a thing impossible; but k» modem 
' and biviliz^d warfare they are nevertbelesis looked 
Xfpotif in some degree^ as saored. ThuS) while twa 
Eutopean atmies r^saain inactively facing each 
€^\iety the outpoists of neither are molested, t^nkss 
a dir^t attack upon d>e main^.body be intended ; 
My^ M ^r is tbi^ tacit good uiidef^«addtng carried^ 
ti^t I bav^ miysdf beh^ l^tmch and £iig1i!ih i€&* 
tlttels n^t mot4^ thaii twetity yards af>art. But the 
AlDeTiCads entertained no such chivalric notion^. 
An eii^fhy was to thc^m ati etfemy, whether alotie^ 
^ in the midsit of fife thousand companions ; and 
they thettftfpe counted the cfeath of etery indivi- 
dual as s6 much taketi from the strength of the 
whole. In p^itit of feet, they no doubt reasoned 
correctly, but to us at least it appeared an nnge- 
iierous return to barbarity. Whenever they could 
approach nnpeisceived within proper distance of 
our watch i^res, six or eight riflemen would fire 
^tnongst the party that sat round then>, while one or 
two, stealing as close to each sentinel as a regard to 
their' own safety would permit, actai the part of 
• assassins ratller than of soldiers, and attempted to 
murder tliem in ^old Wood. For the officers, like- 
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trise^ when going theb rounds they coxistaioi\y }a^ 
m wait; and thus, l^a continued dropping fice^ 
they not only woundefd some of those agaiuBt 
whom their aim was directed, but occasioned consi*^ 
derable anxiety ^nd ulieasiness throughout the 
whole linew 

Having continued this detestable system of wavi 
fare till towards itioming, they retired, and left iin 
at rest. Bu^t as soodl as they began to break, our 
piquets weie called in, and the troops forfnedi^ 
order of attack. The right column, under General 
Gibbs, took post near the skirts of the moras8| 
throwing, out skirmishers half way across the plaiD^ 
while the left cdlumn drew yp upon theroad^co^ 
vered by the rifle corps, which in extended ordi^r 
met the skirmishers frocti the others With tkis 
kust division went the artillery, already well sop^ 
plied with hotses^jand, at the signal given, tl^e 
whc^moved forwards > 

It was a clear frosty inoming^ 1;he mists had dis- 
persed, and the snd shone brightly upon our arms 
rwbenw^ began 6nt march. The enemy's corps- of 
observation fell tiackasi we advanced, without oiFeri- 
ing in any way to impede our progress,, and it was 
impossible to guess,, ignorant as we wdre of the 
^sition of his main body, at what moment op- 
•position might be expected. Nor, in truth, was it 
matter of much anxiety. Our spirits, in spite of 
the troubles of the night, were good^ and our cx- 

X 2 



jMsctations of suocesb were high, consequently^ 
nmhy rude jests were bandied isibout, and man^^ 
6ai3eless words spofccM. For soldiers are, of alj 
classes of men j the freest from cape, and o^ that 
account,, perhaps, the moat happy. By being con-t 
tinually exposed to it, danger with them cease^r to 
be frightful; of death, they have nomore^ terror than 
the beasts that perish ; and even hardships, such a3 
cold, wet, hunger, and broken rest. Ipse at least 
part of their disagreeableness, by the frequency .of 
tjieir recurrence. . > 

/f' Moving on in this merry mood, we advanced 
about four or five miles without the smallest check 
or /hindrance ; when, at length, we found ourselves 
in view of the enemy's army, posted in a very, ad^ 
vantageous manner. About forty yarda in 4ihe^ 
front was a canal,. which extended from thei mgi- 
rass to within a short distance of the high iroad. 
Along their line were thrown up breast-works, 
-not indeed completed, but even now formidable. 
Upon the road, and at several other points were 
erected powerful batteries ; while the ship, wit^ a 
large flotilla of gun- boats, flanked the whole posi- 
tion from the river. 

' '. When I say that we came in sighjt of the enemy, 
J: do not mean that he was gradually exposed to 
us in such a manner, as to leave time for cool exa- 
jfiination and reflection. . On the right, indeed, he 
was seen for some time, but on the left, a few 



houses built at a turning in the road, entirely con* 
cealiedhim; nor was it till they had gained that 
turning, and beheld the muzzles of his guns pointed 
towards them, that those who moved in this direc- 
tion were aware of their proximity to danger. But 
that danger was indeed near, they were quickly 
taught ; for scarcely had the head of the column 
passed the houses, when a deadly fire was opened 
from both the battery and the shipping. Tlmt the 
Americans are excellent shots, as well with artillery 
as with rifles, we have had frequent cause - to a^^ 
knowledge ; but, perhaps, on no occasion did tjiey 
assert their claim to the title of good artillery-meii 
more effectually than on the present. Scarce^ 
bullet passed over, or fell short of its mark, but aU 
strikiilg full into the midst of our ranks, occMoned 
terriblfe havoc. The shrieks of the Wounded, theren- 
fore, the crash of firelocks, atid the fall of such as 
were killed; caused at first some little confusion ; 
and what added to the panic, was, that from the 
houses beside which we stood, bright flames sud^ 
denly burst out The Americans expecting fhi^ 
attack^ had filled th^em with combustibles for :the 
purpose ; and directing one or two gum againsit 
them, loaded with red-hot shot, in an instant set 
thini on fire. The scene was altogether very 
sublime. A tremendous cannonade mowed down 
our ranks, ahd deifened us with its roar; while 
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two large chateaax and Ibeiir out-buildiSQg^, almost 
scorched us with the flames, and blinded ub wHh 
tiie smoke which they emitted. 

The infantry, however, was not long i^£Rsred to 
remain thus exposed ; but, being ordered to quit 
the path, and to form line in the fields, the aitiliery 
was brought up, and opposed to that of the enemy. 
But liie contest wals in every respect unequal, i»qc^ 
their artillery far exceeded ours, both in numerical 
strength and weight of inetal. The consequence 
vas, that in half an hour, two of our field-pieces^ 
jwwi one field-mortar, were dismouhtcd; many of 
Che gunners were killed ; and the rest, after an in^ 
effectual attempt to silence the fire of the shippii^ 
*Were obligied to retiri^. 

In iJie tnean time, the infantty having foiined 
line, advanced under a heavy discharge of round 
and^ grape shot, till they were checked by the ap- 
rpearance of the canal. Of its depths they were of 
course ignorant, and to attempt its passage without 
feaving ascertained whether it could be forded, 
might have been productive of fatal co^]$equencieis. 
A halt Was therefore ordeited, and the men w'^ne 
Commanded to shdtel- tliemselvies as well as Ifcey 
Gould from the «iemy's fife. For this purpose, 
they were hujfried into a wet ditch, of sufficient 
depth to cover the kn^es, where, leaning forward, 
they toncealed themselves behind soifae high 
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rushes which grew upoa its t)rmk, and ihas 
escaped inany huUet$ which fell rouBid them inalj 
directions. 

Thus fared it with the left of the army, whik 
the right, though less exposed to the cannohade, 
was hot more successful in its object. The same 
impediment which checked one column, foiiced 
t^e other likewise to pause; and after having 
driven in aft advanced body of the enemy, a©d en- 
deavoured, witlK)ut eifect, to penetrate tliroiiglt 
the marsh, it ako w;as commandied 1:o halt. In a 
^ord, all thought of attacking was for this day 
a^bayidoned ; and it oaow only remained *o wkb- 
draw the troops from their present perrlous dtxra^ 
tion, with as little loss as possible. 

The fii^t thing to be done was to removje the 
dismounted guns. Upon this enterprize, a party 
of seamen wais employed, who, running ferwaM tf^ 
the spot where they lay^ lifted them, in spite of 
thie whole of the enemy's fire, and bore them off 
in triumph. As soon as ithis^as effected, r^metit 
isdSser regiment «tole a?way ; not in a body, but pfte 
by one, under the same diaeh^ige which salated 
their appr>6ach. But a iietreat, thus conducted, 
fiecessarily occupied much time. Noon hail there- 
fore long past, before the last corps was brought 
dff ; and when we again began to niustef, twiligiit 
^as approaching. We did not, however, retire to 
puj former position ; but, having fdlen back only 
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about two miles from the canal, where it was-ttm*' 
posed that we should be beyoBd reach pf aBuoyimce 
from the American artillery, we there established 
ibufselves for tlie night, having suffered less dui^ng 
the day than, from pur exposed situation, a^d the 
enen^y's heavy fire, might have been expected. . 

The ground which we now occupied resembledi^ 
in almost every particujiar, what we had quitted* 
We again extended across the plain, from .the 
marsh to the river ; no wood, or cover of any ^e^ 
sqription concealing our line, or obstf ucting the 
View of either army; while, both in front and 
rear, was an open space, laid out infields, and intei^* 
aected by narro w d itchesi Onr pu tposts, however, 
were pushed forward to some houses within a few 
hundred yards of the enemy 's works, . sending>out 
advance4 sentinels even farther; and the? head» 
quarters of the army were established near the spat 

'where the aqtipn of the 23d had been fought ^ * 
In this situation we remained inactive during 
the 28th, 29th, and 30th j but not so the enemy;^ 
Day: and night we could pbserve numerous partieis 
employed in strengthening his lines j while iroaai 
the increased number of tents, which almost every 
hour might be discerned, it wasev^dent that st»>ng 
Reinforcements were continually pouring into his 
camp, Nor did he leave .us totally unmolested^ 
By giving to his guns a great degree of elevataooi 
^lie contrived at last to reajch our bivouac j; and tbm 
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were ^W^e constantly under a cannonade which 
though it did little execution, proved nevertheless 
extremely annoying. Besides this, he now hegan 
to erect batteries on the opposite bank of the river ; 
from which a flanking fire could be thrown across 
the entire front of his position. In short, he 
adopted every precaution which prudence could 
suggest, and for the reception of which, the nature 
of his post was %o admirably adapted. 

Under these circumstances, it was evident that 
the longer an attack was delayed, the less likely 
was it' to succeed ; that something must be done 
immediately every one perceived, but how to pro- 
ceed, w^s tbfe difficulty. If we attempted to istorm 
the American lines, we should expose ourselves to 
alniost certain destruction from their artillery ; to 
turn them, seemed to be impossible ; and to draw 
their troops by any manoeuvring from behind theiir 
entrenchments, was a thing altogether out of th6 
question. There seamed, therefore, to be but one 
practicable mode of assault ; which was, to treat 
these field-works as one would treat a regular for- 
tification ; by erecting breaching batteries against 
them, and ' silencing, if it were possible, at least 
some of their guns. To this plan^ thereforie, 
did our leader resort; and, in consequence, the 
whole of these three days were employed in land* 
ing heavy cannon, bringing up ammunition, and 
making such preparations as might have suffice4 
|br p. si^. 



At li^ngt^, b^viQg cQalpleted his arrangecneQtfl^ 
sffkd provide au(^ meaiKs a^ were cQnsidered m^ 
cieat to, ensure $a<^ces6, General PakerihaA ^eter- 
miaed to commence operatipas without delay* 
Que half of the anny was aoeordingly order^tWt 
op the night of the Jlst, and iHarcfoed. to the frofrt; 
passing the piquets, and halting about three hm^r 
dred yards frow the enemy's line. Here it was 
resolved to thraw up a chain of works ; and hrere 
the greater part of this detachment laying down 
ihmr firelocks, applied themselves vigorously to 
their tasks, whii^ the rest stood arjned and pre^ 
pa^^ for their defence. 

The night was dark, apd our people maintained 
a p^found silence ; by which means, not an idea 
of what was going on jsxist^d in the American 
c^^mp' Labouring, therefore, with all diligence, 
six batteries were completed Ipng before dawn, in 
which were mounted thirty pieces of heavy cannpn ^ 
when, falling back a Jittle way, this force ignited 
itself to the r^niainder of the infantry, and lay 
down behind sQjn^ ritshe^s, in readiness to act:, as 
spon as i]t should be wanted. 

In the erection of these batteries, a bircwmstande 
occufl'^ >vorthy of notice, on account of its sin- 
gularity. I have already stated, that the whole <tf 
this district was covered with the stubble of sugar- 
cane ; aiid I might have added, that every store- 
Wu^ and barn, attach^ to the different mansions 
scattered over it, was filled with barrels of sugar, 
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In throwing up these works, the sugar was used 
instead of earth. Rolling the hogsheads towards 
the front, they were placed upright in the parapets 
of the batteries ; and it was computed, that sugar 
to the value of many tlioussmd pounds sterling, 
was thus disposed of. 
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LETTER XXII. 



The infantry having retired^ and the gunners 
taken their statimi, dawn was anxiously expected. 
But the morning of the 1st of January chanced to' 
be peculiarly gloomy; A thick haze obscured for 
a long time the rays of the sun, nor could objects- 
be discerned with any accuracy till a late hour. 

But, at length, the mist gave way, and the Ame- 
rican camp was fully exposed to view. Being at 
this time only three hundred yards distant, we- 
could perceive all that was going forward with 
great exactness. The different regiments werfe? 
upon parade; and being dressed in holiday suiti/ 
presented really a fine appearance. Mounted offi^- 
cers were riding backwards and forwards through 
the ranks, bands were playing, and colours floating 
in the air ; in d word, all seemed jollity and gala i 
when suddenly our batteries opened, and the fabfe* 
of afiairs was instantly changed. The ranks w^re 
brc^en; the different corps dispersing, fled in ^11 
directions) while the utmost terror and disorder* 
afipeared to prevail. Instead of nicely dressecf 
lines, nothing but confused crowds ci9uld now he 
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observed ; nor was it without much difficulty that 
order was finally restored. 

While this consternation prevailed among the in- 
fantry, their artillery remained silent ; but as soon 
as the former rallied, they also ^egovejred confidence, 
and answered our salute with great rapidity and 
precision. A heavy cannonade therefore commenced 
pn both. sides, and continued during the whole of 
the day ; , till, towards evening, our ammunitioia- 
began to fail, and our fire in consiequence td 
slacken. . The fire of the Americans, oh the other" 
hand, was redoubled : landing a number of ^119 
from the flotilla, they increased their aitillery to a!^ 
prodigious amount; and directing, at the same 
time, the whole force of their cannon on the oppo!- 
site bank, against the flank of our batteries, they 
soon convinced u&,. that all endeavours to surpass 
them in tliis mode of fighting, would be useless* 
Once more, therefore, were we obliged to retire, 
leaving, our heavy guns to their fate; but as no 
attempt was made by the Americans to secure 
them, working parties were again sent out afte^ 
dairk, and such as had not been destroyed, were 
remov^ed. :.. . . "' - 

Of the fatigue imdergone during these operan 
tions by the whole army, from the General down' 
to, the meanest sentinel, it would be difficult td« 
form an adequate conception. For two whqlo 
iMghts and days» not a> man had closed an eynj 



518 PAUsx.. 

except sndu 8s weire cool enongh to deep 
showers of cannon-ball; ^od during the day^ 
scarcely a momfent had been allowed^ in which we 
were able so jimck sis to break our fast We re* 
tiredy therefore^ not only baffled and disappointed^ 
bat in some degree disheartened and discontented^ 
All our plans had as yet proved abortive ; e^en 
tbis/ upon; which so moeh reliance had been 
placed^ was found to be of ru> avail ; and it must 
bd confessed, that something like murmuring began 
to fae heatid through the camp. And^ in truthy if 
ever an arniy might be permitted to murmur^, it 
was this. In landing, they had borne great hacd* 
ahipsiy not duly without repining^ but with pheer^ 
fulness; their hopes had be^i^ excited by false 
iiepOTts, ias tb the practicability of the atleioaipt in 
which they weire etnbarked; and now they found 
themselves entangled amidst difBcalties frotn. 
which dsere appeared to be no escape, except by 
victory. In their attempts upon the enemy's line, 
however, they had been twice foiled ; in artillery, 
they perceived themselves so greatly overmatched, 
that their own Gould hardly assist them ; their pro- 
visions being derived wholly from the fleel^ were 
both scanty and coarse; and their rest was. con- 
tinually broken. For not only did the cannon and 
niortars from the main df tlie eiilemy 's position 
play unremittingly upon them both day and night; 
but they weie likewise exposed to a <leadly fire 
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fttffn the opposite ba&k of the rtver, whe^e ofta k88 

thau eigiiteeM piece* of artillery were now niounto^ 

and ^Wept the entire line of our eitc^mpmeiit. 

Besides all this^ to undertake the duty of a piquet, 

was as dangerous as to go into action* Parties of 

AnHericain sharp-shooters harassed and disturbed 

those appointed to that service, from the time they 

took possession of their post, till they were ter 

lieved; while to light fires at night, was impo6si^ 

ble, because they served but as certain limrks fw 

the enemy's gunners. I repeat, therefore, thM ft 

little murmuring could not be wondemd aL Bek 

observed,' hovvever^ that these were not the mu*^ 

inurS'Of men anxioils to escape from a disagreeable 

situation by any means. On tbe contriary, thejr 

resembled rather the gtx>wling of a chained dog^ 

when he sees his adversary, arid cannot reach biii) ; 

for in ftU tbeir complaints, np man ever hn^ted at 

& retreat) Mobile all ^ete eager to briilg matters to 

the issue of a battle, at any sacrifice oflives. 

' Nor was our gallant leodei* less anxious tO! fight 

thai! his followers. To fight upon something like 

equal termct, however, was bis wish ; and for tjiis 

purpose, a new scheme was invented, worthy, for 

its boldness^ of thei school in which Sir Edward had 

studied bis profession. It was determined to di- 

^'ide the army, to send part across the river^ who 

should s^ii:e the enemy's guns, and turn theha on 

themselves ; while the remainder should at the 
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sanle time make a general assault along the whole 
entrenchment But before this plan could be put 
into execution, it would be necessary to cut a canal 
across the entire neck of land from the Bayo d6 
Catiline to the river, of sufficient width and depth 
to admit of boats being brought up from the lake. 
Upon this arduous undertaking were the troops 
immediately employed. Being divided into four 
companies, they laboured by turns, day and night ; 
one party relieving another after a stated number 
of hours, in such order as that the work should 
never be entirely deserted. The fatigue under* 
gone during the prosecution of this attempt, .no 
words can sufficiently describe ; yet it was pursued 
without repining, and, at, length, by unremitted 
exertions, they succeeded in effecting their purpose 
by the 6th of January. 

While these things were going on, and men's 
minds were anxiously turned towards approaching 
events, fresh spirit was given to the army by the 
unexpected arrivalof Major General Lambert, with 
the 7th and 43d ; two fine battalions, mustering each 
eight hundred effective men. By this reinforcement, 
together with the addition of a body of sailors 
and marines from the fleet, our numbers amounted 
now to little short of eight thousand men ; a forpe 
which, in almost any other quarter of America^ 
would have been irresistible. Of the numbers of 
the enemy, again, various reports were in circula- 



*>. 



attack:. 321! 

tiori; some sfcating thetn at 23, and others at 30,000; 
but perhaps I may come nearer the truth, if I 
choose a middle course, and suppose their whole 
force to be about 25,000 men. It is at least cer- 
tain, that they exceeded us in numbers as much a& 
they did in resources; and that scarcely an bout 
passed which did not bring in new levies to their 
army. • 

The canal, as I have stated, hieing finished oni 
the 6th, it was resolved to lose no time in making 
use ofit. Boats were accordingly ordered up for 
the* transportation of 1400 men; and Colonel 
Thornton with the 85th Regiment, the marines, and 
a party of sailors was appointed to cross the riven 
But a number of unto waixl accidents occurred, t& 
spoil'a plan of opefations as* accurately laid dowrL 
as any in the course of the war. The soil through 
which th^ canal w'as dug, being soft, parts of the 
ba^k gave way, and choking up the channel, pre- 
vefttcd the heaviest of the boats from getting for- 
ward. These again, blocked up the passage, so; 
that tiotie of those which were behind, could pro- 
ceed, and thus, instead of a flotilla for the accom- 
mo^Eltion of 1400 nien, only a number of boats 
sul^i^nt to'contain 350 was enabled to reach their 
de^tiation. ' Even these did not arrive at the 
timet' appointed. According to* the preconcerted 
platt, Colonel Thornton's detachment was to cross 
the liver immediately after dark. They wereS W 

Y 



382 ATTACIW 

pi^ ferwand, so ias to carry all the batteries, and 
point the guns before tlay light; when, on the 
throfwing iq> of a rocket, they were to commence 
firing upon the enemy's line, which at the same 
mom^it was to be attacked by the main of ^avt 
army. 

In this manner was one part of the force to act, 
while the rest were thus appointed. Dividing his 
troops trito tlnree ' columns, Sir Edward directed, 
that General Keane, at the head of the 95th, the 
Kght companies of the 2 1st, 4di and 44th, together 
tvith the two black *corps, should make a de- 
monstration, or sham attack upon the right ; thai: 
General Gibbs with the 4th, 21st, 44th, and 9Sd, 
should force the enemy's left, while General Lam- 
bert with the 7th and 43d remained in reserve, 
ready to act as circumstances might require. But 
in storming an entrenched position, something 
more than bare courage is required. Scaling lad- 
ders and fascines had, therefore, been prepared, with 
which to fill up the ditch and mount the wall ; and 
since to carry these was a service of danger, re- 
quiring a corps well worthy of dependence, the 
44th was for that purpose selected, as a regiment 
of sufficient numerical strength, and already accus- 
tomed to American warfare. Thus were all things 
arranged on the night of the 7th, for the 8th was 
fixed upon as the day decisive of the fateof New 
Orleans. 
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While the rest of the army, therefore, lay down 
to sleep till they should be roused up to fight, Colo- 
Hel Thornton with the 85 th, and a corps of marinei 
and seamen, amounting in all to 1400 niei^, moved, 
down to the brink of the river. As yet, however^ 
no boats had arrived; hour after hour elapsed 
before they came; and when they did come, the 
misfortunes which I have stated above were dis- 
covered, for out of all that had been ordered up, 
only a few made their appearance. Still it was 
absolutely necessary that this part of the plan 
should be carried into execution. Dismissing, 
therefore, the rest of his followers, the Colonel piit 
himself at the head of his own regiment, about 
fifty seamen, and as many marines, and .with this 
small force, consisting of no more than 340 men; 
pushed off. But, unfortunately, the loss of time 
nothing could repair. Instead of reaching the op- 
posite bank, at latest by midnight, dawn was 
beginning to appear before the boats quitted the 
canal. It was in vain that they rowed on in per- 
fect silence, and with oars muffled, gaining the 
point of debarkation without being perceived. It 
was in vain that they made good their landing and 
formed upon the beach, without opposition or 
alarm; day had already broke, and the signal 
rocket was seen in the air, while they were yet 
four miles from the batteries, which ought houri 
ago to have been taken. 

y2 
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In the mean time, the main body armed and 
moved forward some way in front of the piquets* 
There they stood waiting for day-light, and lis- 
tening with the greatest anxiety for the firing 
which ought now to be heard on the opposite bank* 
But this attention was exerted in vain, and day 
dawned upon them long before they desired its ap- 
pearance. Nor was Sir Edward Pakenham dis- 
appointed in this part of his plan alone. Instead 
of perceiving every thing in readiness for the as- 
sault, he saw his troops in battle array, indeed, but 
not a ladder or fascine upon the field. The 44th, 
which was appointed to carry them, had either mis- 
understood or neglected their orders; and now 
headed tlje column of attack, without any means 
being provided for crossing the enemy's ditch, or 
scaling his rampart. 

The indignation of poor Pakenham on this occa- 
sion may be imagined, but cannot be described. 
Galloping towards Colonel Mullens, who led the 
44th, he commanded him instantly to return with 
his regiment for the ladders, but the opportunity 
of planting them was lost, and though they were 
brought up, it was only to be scattered over the 
field by the frightened bearers. For our troops 
werQ by this time visible to the enemy, A dread- 
ful fire was accordingly opened upon them, and 
they were mowed down by hundreds, while they 
stood waiting for orders. 



ATTACK. 325 

Seeing that all his wellrlaid plans were frustrated, 
Pakenham gave the word to advance, and the other 
regiments, leaving the 44th with the ladders and 
fascines behind them, rushed on to the assault. On 
the left, a detachment of the 95th, 21st, and 4th, 
stormed a three gun battery and took it. Here they 
remained for some time in the expectation of sup- 
port ; but none arriving, and a -strong column of 
the enemy forming for its recovery, they deter-r 
mined to anticipate the attack, and pushed on. 
The battery which they had taken was in advance 
of the body of the works, being cut off from it by 
a ditch, across which only a single plank was 
thrown. Along this plank did these brave men 
attempt to pass ; but being opposed by overpower- 
ing numbers, they were repulsed ; and the Ameri- 
cans, in turn, forcing their way into the battery, at 
length succeeded in recapturing it with immense 
slaughter. On the right, again, the 21st and 4th 
being almost cut to pieces and thrown into some 
confusion by the enemy's fire, the 93d pushed on 
and took the lead. Hastening forward, our troops 
soon reached the ditch ; but to scale the parapet ' 
without ladders was impossible. Some few, in- 
deed, by mounting one upon another's shoulders, 
succeeded in entering the works, but these were 
instantly overpowered, most of them killed, and the 
rest taken ; while as many as stood without were 
<3xposed to a sweeping fire, which cut them down 
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by whoje companies. It was in vain that the 
most obstinate courage was displayed. They fell 
by the hands of men whom they absolutely did not 
see; for the Americans, without so much as 
lifting their faces above the rampart, swung their 
firelocks by one arm over the wall, and discharged 
them directly upon their heads. The whole of the 
guns, likewise, from the opposite bank, kept up 
a well directed and deadly cannonade upon their 
flank ; and thus were they destroyed without an 
opportunity being given of displaying their valour, 
or obtaining so much as revenge. 

Poor Pakenham saw how things were going, 
and did all that a General could do to rally his 
broken troops. Riding towards the 44th which 
had returned to the ground, but in great disorder, 
he called out for Colonel Mullens to advance ; but 
that officer had disappeared, and was. not to be 
found* He, therefore, prepared to lead them on 
himself, and had put himself at their head for that 
purpose, when he received a slight wound in 
the knee from a musket ball, which killed his 
horse. Mounting another, he again headed the 
44th, when a second ball took effect more fatally, 
and he dropped lifeless into the arms of his aide- 
de-camp. 

Nor were Generals Gibbs and Keane inactive. 

/ 

Riding through the ranks, they strove by all means 
to encourage the assailants and recall the fugitives,; 
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till at length both were wounded^ and borne off 
the field. All was now confusion and dismay. 
Without leaderisi, ignorant of what was to be done, 
the troops first halted and then began to retire; 
till finally the retreat was changed ittto a flight, 
and they quitted the ground in the utmost disorder. 
But the retreat was covered in gallant style by the 
reserve. Making a forward motion, the 7th and 
4Sd presented the appearance of a renewed attack ; 
by which the enemy were so much awed, that they 
did not venture beyond their lines in pursuit of the 
fugitives. 

While affairs were thus disastrously conducted 
in this quarter, the party under Colonel Thornton 
bad gained the landing place. On stepping 
a-shore, the first thing they beheld was a rocket 
thrown up as a signal that the battle was begui>. 
This unwelcome sight added wings to their speed. 
Forming in one little column, and pushing for- 
ward a single company as an advanced guard, 
they hastened on, and in half an hour reached a 
canal, along the opposite brink of which a detach- 
tnent of Americans was draN^'n up. To dislodge 
them was the work of a moment: a boat with a c^r- 
ronade in her bow, got upon their flank, gave them 
a single discharge of gmpe, while the advanced 
guard extended its' ranks, and approached at 
double qi^ick time. But they scarcely waited till 
the latter were within range, Wherjy firipg- a 
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volley, they fled in confusion. This, however, 
was only an outpost The main body was some 
;way in rear, and amounted to no fewer than 1500 
men. 

It was not long, however, before they likewise 
presented themselves. Like their countrymen on 
the other side, they were strongly entrenched, a 
thick parapet with a ditch covering their front; 
\^hile a battery upon their left swept the whole 
position, and two field pieces commanded the road. 
Of artillery, the assailants possessed not a single 
piece, nor any means, beyond what nature gave, of 
scaling the rampart. Yet nothing daunted by the 
obstacles before them, or by the immense odds to 
which they were.opposed, dispositions for an imme- 
diate attack were made. The 85th extending its 
iiles, stretched across the entire line of the enemy, 
the sailors in column prepared to storm the battery. 
Mobile the marines remained some little way in rear 
of the centre as a reserve. 

fhese arrangements being completed, the bugle 
sounded, and our troops advanced. The sailors 
raising a shout, rushed forward, but were met by 
so heavy a discharge of grape and cannister, that 
for an instant they paused. Recovering them- 
selves, however, they again pushed on ; and the 
85th dashing forward to their aid, they received 
a heavy fire of musketry, and endeavoured to 
charge. A smart firing was now for a few mi- 
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nutes kept up on both sides, but our people had no 
time to waste in distant fighting, and accordingly 
hurried on to storm the works; upon which, a 
panic seized the Americans, they lost their order, 
^nd fled, leaving us in possession of their tents, and 
of eighteen pieces of cannon. 

In this affair our loss amounted to only three 
men killed, and about forty wounded, among the 
latter of whom was Colonel Thornton. Nor could 
the loss on the part of the enemy greatly exceed 
pur own. Had they stood firm, indeed, it is hardly 
conceivable that so small a force could have taken 
an entrenched position from numbers so superior; 
at least it could not have been done without 
much bloodshed. But the fact is, that they were 
completely surprised. An attack on this side was 
a circumstance of which they had not dreamed ; 
and when men are assaulted in a point which 
they deem beyond the reach of danger, it is 



well known that they defend themselves with 
less vigour, than where such an. event was antici- 
pated. 

When in the act of storming these lines, the 
word was passed through our ranks, that all had 
gone well on the opposite bank. This naturally 
added to the vigour of the assault ; but we had 
not followed our flying enemy above two miles, 
when we were commanded to halt The real 
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nfote of the case htd now reached us/amd the same 
messenget who brought the melancholy liews, 
brought likewise an order to return. 

The place where we halted was in rear of a 
canal, across which was thrown a wooden bridge, 
furnishing, apparently, the only means of passing. 
At the opposite end of this bridge stood a collec- 
tion of wooden cottages, and one chateau of some 
size. V Here a company was stationed to serve the 
double purpose of a piquet, and a rear-guard ; while 
the rest of the troops, having rested for half an 
hourj began their march towards the point where 
they had landed. 

As soon as the main body had got sufficiently 
on their way, the piquet likewise prepared to fol- 
low. But in doing so, it was evident that some 
risk must be run. The enemy having rallied, 
began once more to show a front ; that is to say, 
parties of sixty or a hundred men now approached 
to reconnoitre. These, however, must be de- 
ceived, otherwise a pursuit might be commenced, 
and the re-embarkation of the whole corps hin- 
dered or prevented. The officer commanding the 
piquet, accordingly formed his men, and made a 
ihow of advancing. Upon which the Americans 
fled; when wheeling about, he set fire to the 
chateau ; and, under cover of the smoke, destroyed 
the bridge and retreated. Making all haste to- 
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wards the rear, he overtook his comrades just 
as they had begun to embark; when the little 
corps being once more united, entered their boats, 
and reached the opposite bank without moles- 



tation. 
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As soon as the whole army was re-united, and the 
broken regiments had recovered their order, a flag 
of truce was dispatched with proposals for the 
burial of the dead. To accomplish this end, a truce 
of two days was agreed upon, and parties were im- 
mediately sent out to collect and bury their fallen 
comrades. Prompted by curiosity, I mounted my 
horse and rode to the front ; but of all the sights 
I ever witnessed, that which met me there was 
beyond comparison the most shocking, and the 
most humiliating. Within the small compass of a 
few hundred yards, were gathered together nearly 
a thousand bodies, all of them arrayed in British 
uniforms. Not a single American was among 
them ; all were English ; and they were thrown 
by dozens into shallow holes, scarcely deep enough 
to furnish them with a slight covering of earth. 
Nor was this all. An American officer stood by 
smoking a segar, and apparently counting the 
slain with a look of savage exultation; and re^ 
peating over and over to each individual that ap-r 
proached him, that their loss amounted only tq 
eight men killed, and fourteen wounded. 
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I confess, that when I beheld the scene, I hung 
down my head half in sorrow, and half in anger. 
With my officious informant I had every inclina- 
tion to pick a quarrel ; but he was on duty, and 
an armistice existed, both of which forbade the 
measure. I could not, however, stand by and 
repress my choler, and since to give it vent would 
have subjected me to more serious inconvenience, 
than a mere duel, I turned my horse's head, and 
galloped back to the camp. 

But the change of expression, visible there ia 
every countenance, no language can pourtray. 
Only twenty hours ago, and all was life and ani- 
mation ; wherever you went you were enlivened 
hy the sound of merriment and raillery ; while the 
expected attack was mentioned in terms indica- 
tive not only of sanguine hope, but of the most 
perfect confidence as to its result. Novy gloom 
and discontent every where prevailed. Disap* 
pointment, grief, indignation, and rage succeeded 
each other in all bosoms ; nay, so completely were 
the troops overwhelmed by a sense of disgrace, 
that, for a-while, they retained their sorrow with- 
out so much as hinting at its cause. Nor was this 
dejection occasioned wholly by the consciousness 
of laurels tarnished*^ The loss of comrades was to the 
full as afflicting as the loss of honour ; for out of more 
than 7000 men brought on this side into the iBeld, 
no fewer than 2000 hadfallen. Among these were 



%wo generals {for Gibbs survived his wound but a 
few hours) and many officers of courage and ability;} 
besides which haidly aa individual survived, who 
had not to nu)ur» the loss of some particular and 
well-known companion. 

Yet it is most certain that amid all this variety 
of conflicting passions, no feeling 4iordering upon 
despair, or even terror, found room. Even among^ 
the private soldiers no fear was experienced, for if 
you attempted to converse with them on the 
iiubject of the late defeat, they would end with a 
bHtisr curse upon those to whose misconduct they 
attributed their losses, and refer you to the future, 
when they hop^d for an opportunity of revenge; 
Tp the American^ they would allow no credit^ 
laying the entire blame of the failure upon certain 
individu^^ls among themselves; and so great was 
the indignation expressed against one corps, that 
the soldiery of other regiments would hardly ex-f 
change words with those who chanced to wear that 
uniform. Though deeply afflicted, therefore, we 
were by no means disheartened, and even yet antir 
cipated with an eagerness far exceeding wliat was 
felt before, a renewal of the combat. 

But General Lambert, on whom the chief com-r 
mand had devolved, very prudently determined 
not to risk the safety of his army by another at- 
tempt upon works evidently §o much beyond their 
strength. He . consicLeced, and considered^ justly* 
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that his chances of success were in every i^pect 
lessened by the late repulse. In the first pkce aa 
extraordinary degree of confidence was given to the 
enemy ; in the next place the only feasible plan of 
attack having been already tried, they would be more 
on their guard to prevent its being again pufc in 
execution, and lastly his own force was greatly di- 
minished in numbers, while theirs continued every 
day to increase. Besides, it would be casting all 
upon the hazard of a die. If again defeated^ 
nothing could save our army from destruction^ 
because, unless it retreated in force, no retreat 
could be effected. A retreat, therefore, while yet 
the measure appeared practicable, was resolved 
upon, and towards that end were all our future 
operations directed. 

To the accomplishment of this desirable object^ 
however, one great obstacle existed ;-T-by what 
road were the troops to travel, and in what order 
•were they to regain the fleet. On landing, we had 
taken advantage of the creek or bayo, and thus 
come up by water within two miles of the culttf 
vated country. But to adopt a similar course in 
our retreat was impossible. In spite of our losses 
there were not throughout the armament a suffici- 
ent number of boats to transport above one half of 
the army at a time. If, however, we should sepai 
rate, the chances were that both parties would be 
destroyed ; for those embaiked might be ihteii 
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4cepted^ and those left behind would b^ obliged M 
cope Mrith the entire American force. Besides, eVten 
granting that the Americans might be repulsed; 
it would be impossible to take to our boats in theif 
presence ; and thus at least one division, if not 
both, must be sacrificed. 

• To obviate this difficulty, prudence required th^t 
the toad which we had formed on landing^ sriittuld 
be continued to the very margin of the lalte J 
while appearances seemed to indicate the tdtial 
impmcticability of the scheme. From firm' grbUnd 
to the water's edge was here a distance of ttiA'Ay 
miles, through the very centre of a -morassf where 
human foot had never before trodden. Yit*it vWU 
desirable at least to make the attempt^'fbr'lf^it 
failed, we should only be reduced^ to but *ftil*rt«h 
alternative of gaining a battle, or surtendcilti^* afc 
discretion. *' 

Having determined to adopt this course, GrefittfAl 
Lambert immediately dispatched strong ^6rklng 
parties, under the guidance of engineer officefd,* td 
lengthen the road, keeping as near as possible trt 
the margin of the creek. But the task adsigAlM 
them was buithened with innumerable diffl^tiltiey. 
For the Extent of several leagues no firm fbWiittg 
could be discovered, on which to rest the fouYfda^ 
tion of a path ; nor any trees to assist in fbtftiitf^ 
hurdles. All that could be done, therefore^ was to 
bind together large quantities of reeds, and lay 
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them across the quagmire; by which means, at 
least the semblance of a road was produced^ 
however wanting in firmness and solidity. But 
where broad ditches came in the way^ many of 
which intersected the morass, the workmen were 
.necessarily obliged to apply more durable mate- 
rials. For these, bridges composed in part of large 
branches brought with immense labour from the 
woods, were constructed ; but they wet-e^ on the 
whcde, little superior in point of strength to the rest 
of the path, for though the edges were, supported h^ 
timber, the middle was filled up only with reeds. 

To complete this road, bad as it was, occupied 
the space of jiine days, during, which time our 
army remained in position without making any 
attem|>t3 to molest the enemy. The Americans 
however^ were not so inactive* In the course of 
two days, six guns were again mounted upoii the 
^bank of the river, from which a continual fire :was 
kept up upon our camp. The same mode of pr6 
.ceeding was adopted in front,, and thus, night atnd 
day were we harassed by danger against which 
there was' no fortifying ourselves. Of the extreme 
unpleasantness of our situation, it is hardly possible 
tck convey any adequate conception^ We never 
closed our eyes in peace, for we were siire.to be 
aiivakened before many minutes elapsed, by thesplash 
-of a round-shot or sheU ia the mud beside us«- Teufa 
\^ had none, but Hay spme iin the open jiir,j)HB|d 
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somfi in huts made of boards^ or any . materials .that 
jCDuld be procured. From the first moment of i^m 
landing^ not a man had undressed .excepting, to 
bathe; and many had worn the same ^hirt for 
weeks together. Besides all this, heavy .rww 
now set in, accompanied with violent storms^ 5:^f 
thunder. and lightning, which lasting during .the 
entire day, usually ceased towards dark^ and gave 
place to keen frosts* Thus were we alternately 
wjet and frozen; wet all day, and frozen all night. 
With the out-posts, again, there was constant sktr / 
mishing. With what view the Americans wished 
to drive them in, I cannot tell ; but every day were 
they attacked, and compelled to maintain their 
ground by dint of hard fighting. In one wxK'd^ 
none but tliose who happened to belong to this 
army can form a notion of the hardships which it 
€ndured, and the fatigue which it underwent 

Nor were these the only evils which tended to 
lessen our numbers. To our soldiery every 
inducement was held out by the enemy tp desert. 
Printed papers, offering lands and money as the 
pri<ie of desertion were thrown in to the piquets, 
While ; individuals made a practice of approa^thing 
eur posts, and endeavouring to perssaade. the very 
iientinels to quit their stations. Nor could it be 
expected that bribes so tempting would always 1^ 
I'efused. Many desertions began daily to take 
place, and became before^ long so frequent, that the 
evil rose to be of a serious nature. 
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There occurredj^. however,, pne inst^ce of 
magnanimous fidelity, on the part of . a Bri^ishr 
soldier, which I cannot resist the inclination of 
repeating. A private of the 95th, whose name 
I should have joyfully mentioned had I not fgr^. 
gotten it, chanced pne day to stand sentinej,, 
when he was addres^e^ by an American offipen 
The American offered him a hundred dollars and 
a quantity ctf land if he would come over; repren 
senting, at the $ame time, the superiority qf a 
^mociatical goyfernment, and railing, as thiei^& 
persQU3 generally do, ^gain§t the title of f^ing. 
Though the Englishman he^fd what was said . disr 
tinctly enough, hp nevertheless . pretended to he 
dj?af, and begged his tenipter to come a little nearer, 
that, in his own words, "he might tell l^im all 
about ijt." Jpnathai) exulting ^t.the prospect of 
drawing this |«ie feUpw from his; duty* approached 
withiu tWWty pace? of where l)e stood, wh^ij just 
93, he had ppQped his mouth to renew his offer, the 
sientinel leMclJl^ his piece and^shpt him through 
the arm. Nor waa he contented with indicting 
thi3 ;puni3hinent. Walking- forward he seized lug 
wounded . enemy, and reproachiijg him with di^r 
honourable dealings, brought him in a prisoner tp 
the camp. But unhappily cppduct such as jbhiis 
wa^. rar6; in the co^rge of a week, m^y ;mpi;i 
quitted their coloi^ns, ^nd fle4 to thp enemy. . ^ 
V Jj^ithe miEt^A tirog,. thi? who^pof the .^ppun^eidjj 
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except such as were too severely hurt to be re- 
moved, were embarked upon the canal, and sent off 
to the fleet. Next followed the bagg^gfe and 
stores, with the civil officers, commissaries, purvey- 
ors, &c. and last of all such of the light artillery as 
could be withdrawn without trouble, or the risk 
of discovery. But of the heavy artillery, of which 
about ten pieces were mounted in front of the 
bivouac, and upon the bank of the river, no ac- 
count was taken. They were ship's guns, of little 
value, and extremely cumbersome ; consequently, 
their removal, had it been practicable, would scarcely 
have rewarded the trouble. It was thereforre de- 
termined to leave them behind ; and they were 
accordingly permitted to retain their stations to 
the last. 

These preparations btirig continued for sditie 
days, on the 17th no part of our force remained in 
camp except the infantry. Having therefore de- 
layed only till the abandoned guns were rendered 
unserviceable, on the evening of the 18th it'^lso 
began its retreat. Trimming the fifes, and arrang- 
ing all things in the same order as if no change 
were to take place, regiment after regiment stole 
away, as soon as darkness concealed their motions . 
leaving the piquets to follow as a rear guard, but 
with strict injunctions not to retire till day-light 
began to appear. As may be supposed, the most 
profound silence was maintained ; not a man open- 
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iug his mouth, except to issue, necessary orders, 
and even then speaking in a whisper. Not a 
cough- or any other noise was to be heard from the 
head to the rear of the column ; and even the steps 
of the soldiers were planted with care to prevent 
the slightest stamping or echo. Nor was this ex- 
treme caution in any respect unnecessary. In 
spite of every endeavour to the contrary, a rumour ' 
of our iatended movement had reached the Ame- 
ricans; for we found them of late watchful and 
prying, whereas they had been formerly content to 
look only to themselves. 

' Eor 5ome time, that is to say, while our route lay 
along the high road and beside the brink of the 
river, the march was agreeable enough ; but as 
soon as we began to enter upon the path through 
the marsh, all comfort was at an end. Being con- 
structed of materials so slight, and resting upon ^ 
foundatioji so infirm, the treading of the first 
corps unavoidably beat it to pieces ; those which 
followed were therefore compelled to flounder on 
in the best . way they could ; . and by the time the 
rear of the column gained the morass, all trace of 
a way had entirely disappeared. But not only 
wer^ the. reeds torn asunder and sunk by the pres- 
sure of those who had gone before, but the bpg 
itself, which at first might have furnished a few 
sppts of firm footing, was trodden into the consist- 
enpy of mud. The consequence was that every 



342 MAKCH. 

atep- iiiiiik ais to thfe kneeii, atid frfeqtietitly hlghfeir; 
Nekr the ditches, indieed, many spots occurred 
which .We had the \itirioiSt difficulty itt crossing at 
all; and as the night #as dark/ there being no 
ihooh, lioi- aAy light except Whiat liife stari supplied 
h was difficult to sefetet our Steps, or evfen to 
fellow those who called t6 ut that they were sssife 
dh the opposite sidie. At one bf thiese places I 
flay ielf beheld ail iinfortiinate Wifetch grkdually 
iihk till he t6tally disappeared; I saw him^ floiin-' 
der in, heard his cry for help, and rati forward WifH 
the intention of saving him; but before I hkd 
l^keh a second step I mysdf sunk at once as high 
SIS the breast. How I contrired ta keep nijrself 
ffbm smothering is more thahl daii tell, for I fdt 
tib sdlld bottom und(Br me, and continued sloi^ly 
to go deeper and deeper, till the inud reached my 
arms- Instead of endeavouring to help the poor 
iioldier, of Whom hothing could ndW be seeh fexfeept 
(fete head aind hands, I was forced tb beg assist^ce 
for myself; when a leathern canteen strap beiiig 
fhrowh to me, I laid hold of it, and was dragged 
bUt, just as my fellow sufferer became invisible. 
• Over roads such as these did Mne continue out 
journey during the whole of the night ; and in 
iSit ittornihg reached a place called Fisherman's 
Hutsi upon the margin of the lake. The name is 
derived from a dump 6f miid-built cbttages, situ- 
ated iii as cbmplete a desert as the eye bf man was 
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ever paitied by beholding. They stahd jclose jto 
the urater, upon a part of the motass rather moi;e 
fijttir thaa the rest. Not a tree or bush of any 
description grows near them. As far as the eye 
oottld reach, a perfect Ocean of reeds every where pre- 
sented itself, except on that side where a view of 
the lake changed without fertilizing the prospecH 
Were any set of human beings condemned to 
spend their lives here, I should consider their fate 
as little superior to that of the solitary captive j 
but during many months of the year, these huts ar« 
wholly unoccupied, being erected, as theiiP natne 
denotes, merely to shelter a few fishermen, while 
the fishing season lasts. 

Here at length we wttre ordered tx> hsdt ; and 
perhaps I never rejoiced more sincerely at any 
order than at this. Wearied with my ekertioni^ 
and op^essed with Want of sleep^ I threw tnysi^lf 
on the ground without so much as pulling off my 
muddy garments ; and in an instknt all my cbx^ 
and' troubles were forgotten. Nor did I w'ake 
from that deep slumber for many hours, when I 
rase cold and stiff, and creeping beside a miserable 
fijie of reeds addressed myself to the last morsel of 
Salt pork which my Wallet contained. 

The whole anny had now con^e up, the piquets 
having escaped without notice, or at least without 
atmoyance, forming along the brink of the lake^ a 
Jine of out posts was planted, and the soldiers were 
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eeoMoanded to make themselves as comfortable, as 
tftey^ GOruld. But in . truth the word . cowfortuis 
ope which cannot in any; sense be apfdied to. p^^Or 
pl^- insucha situation.. >i Without teutsi or huts.<^. 
any descrip!S;ion (for the i^w from .which th€|)lacq 
h named were occupied by the General and*Qtbe« 
. hea4s^f ^departments) our bed was the mQVSiS%^ and 
our- sole J covering the clothes which* had. :po(t 
quitted our backs for upwards of a month, Qm 
firesi^ upon the size: and goodness of which rnpch 
of' a so}dier^s happiness . depends, \ were composed 
wlely of reeds J. a species of fu,el which likeistraw. 
soon blazes up, and soon. . expires again, almost 
without communicating any degree . of warmith* 
But .above all, our provisions W/cre /cxpendod^ and 
j^fom what quarter to obtain an immediate supply 
defied the most inventive genius to disco verw . Oar> 
sole . dependence was upon< the boats. Of these 
^: flotill^i layr^ady to receive us, in winch wejse lemr 
barked the. black corps,, with; the 44th, Jbi^t they 
had brought witii them only food for their own 
use. It was therefore necessary that they should 
Teach the fleet and return again, before they could 
furnish us .with ;what we so much wanted.... But 
the distance to the nearest of the shipping could 
aot^beless th^n eighty .miles,: and. if the. weather 
j^uld become boisterous^ or the winds obstinately 
ad^erse^ We. might starvp before any supply could 
arrive. - .. :^...-. .. . ■ . ; • • . ,.j 
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' These numerous grievance&, however, were 
without remedy, and we therefore bore them with 
patience ; though for two whole days the only 
provisions issued .1;o the troops were some crumbfti 
of biscuit and a small allowance of rum. For my 
own pirt I did not fare so badly as many others* 
Having been always fond of shooting, I tck)k a 
fire4ocfc 'and went in pursuit of wild ducks,' which 
abounded throughout the bog. Wandering along 
in this -quest I reached a lake, by the margin of 
which I concealed myself, and waited for my prey; 
noi^twas it long before I had an opportunity of 
firing/. Scveml large flocks flew over me, and f I 
was* fortunate enough to kill three birds. But 
alas ! liie^e birds, upon which I had already feasted 
in hnagiBation, dropped into the water ; my dog,' 
more. tilted than her master, would not fetch theitt> 
0«i% aiMl they lay about twenty yards olF, tan^talis^' 
ing.me with tbe sight of a tareasure which I could 
not Teach. Moving oflf to another point, I agaia 
took my station where I hoped for better fortune ; 
but the s^ame evil chance once more occurred, and 
the ducks fell into the lake. This was too much 
for a hungry man to endure ; the day was pierce^ 
inglycoy, and the edge of the pool was covered 
with- ice; 'but my appetite was urgent, and I 
resolved at all hazards to indulge it PuUing^olF 
toy clothes, therefore, I broke the ice and plunged 
in ; and though shivering like an aspin leaf, I r^ 
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turted safely to the camp with a couple of Ktds. 
Next day, I adopted a siinilar fcourse, with like siic* 
cess; but at the expenc^ of what was to me a 
siirious misery. . My stockings of warm wool were 
the only part of my dreiss which I did liot strip 
off, and to day it unfortunately happened that one 
was Idst, Having secured my ducks^ I attempt^ 
to land where the bottom was muddy; but vixy leg 
stuck fast, and in pulling it out, off came the 
iltocking ; to recover it was beyond my power^' for 
the mud closed over it directlv, and the conse^ 
quence was, that till I regained the transport only 
dne of my feet could be warm at a tiine. Tb 
tbidse who can boast of many pairs of fine cottwi 
and woollen hose, this misfortune of mine may 
appear light, but to me, who had only two stocks 
ings on shore, the loss of one was very grievous ; 
and I therefore request that I may not be sneered 
iat,' when I record it as one of the disasterous coo^ 
sequences of thid ill-fated expedition. 
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As soon as the boats Returned, regiment aflter re- 
giment embarked, and set sail for the fleet ; but 
the distance being considerable, and the wind foul^ 
many days elapsed before the wholie could bd got 
ofE Excepting in one trifling instance, however, 
no accident occurred, and by the end of the month, 
we were all once more on board our former ships. 
But our return was far from triumphant. We, 
wii6 only seven weeks ago had set out in the 
sureart confidence of glory, and, I may add, of emo- 
lumett*, were brought back dispirited and dejected^ 
Gur ranks were wofully thinned, our chiefd felain, 
our clothing tattered and filthy, and even our di^ 
cipline in some degree injured. A gloomy silence 
reigned throughout the armament, except when it 
M^s broken by the voice of lamentation over falleii 
friends ; and the interior of each ship presented ia 
scene well calculated to prove the short sighted- 
ness of human hope, ^hd human prudence. 

The accident to whicn I allude, was the capture 
of a single boat by the enemy. About thirty men 
of the 14 th dragoons having crowded into an uii- 
arinfied barge, were proceeding Slowly down the 



lake, when a boat mounting a carronade in its 
bow, suddenly darted from a creek, and made to- 
wards them. To escape, was impossible ; for their 
barge was too heavily laden to move at a rate of 
even moderate rapidity ; and to fight, was equally 
out of the question, because of the superiority 
which their cannon gave to the Americ^-ns. , The 
whole party was accordingly compelled to surr 
render to six men and an officer ; and leaving 
thrown their arms into the lake, their .b^at , was 
taken in tow, and they were carried ^\f'^ay pri^ 
.$pners, v ' . / 

. . This, however, was the only^ misfortune .whiph 
occurred. Warned by the fate of the^r comr^^qf , 
the rest kept together in little squadroiis,^^^^!,.^:^ 
-tended by one or more armed launches ; aufj. thus 
rowing steadily on, they gained the shipp^^g, 
without so much as another attempt at $i^rpr^,al 
-bmg made, ... v 

^ On reaching the fleet, we found that a copsidpf^ble 
reinforcement of troops had arrived from Engjiand. 
It consisted of the 40th Foot, a fii^ regiment, con- 
taining nearly a thousand men, which, ignprant of 
.the fatal issue of our attack, had crossed the lal^es, 
only to be sent back to the ships, without so ipuch 
~m stepping on shore. The circumstance, how- 
ever, produced little satisfaction. We felt tl^at the 
coming 6f thrice the number could notj recover 
whj^t was lost, or recall past events ; aud therqftxre 
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no rejoicing was heard, or the slightest regard paid 
to the occurrence. Nay, so great was the despond* 
ency which had taken possession of men's minds, 
that not even a rumour respecting* the next point 
of attack, obtained circulation ; while a sullen 
carelessness, a sort of indifference as to what might 
happen, seemed to have succeeded all our wonted 
curiosity, and confidence of success, in every. un- 
dertaking. 

In this state we remained wind-bound till the 
4th of February, when, at length, getting under 
weigh, the fleet ran down as far as Cat Island. 
This is a spot of sandy soil at the mouth of the 
lake, remarkable for nothing except a solitary 
Spanish family, which possesses it Completely 
cut off from the rest of the world, an old man, his 
wife,'tWo daughters and a son, dwell here in lap- 
^ar^iit happiness and contentment. Being at least 
one hundred and twenty miles from the main, it is 
seldom'' that their little kingdom is visited by 
strangers, and I believe that till our arri^'ul, the 
daughters, though grown up to wdmanbood, had 
^een few faces besides those of their parents and 
biothet-. Thieir cottage, composed simply of ^ few 
boiiglis, thltched and in-woven with straw, is beau- 
tifttlly i^itiiatejd Within a short - distance of tiie 
Water. Two cows; iElnd a few sheep- grazed beside 
it; H/trhilfe a Small tract of ground -^^oyered with 
litiibble, tod a little garden w^U litsooked with fmit- 
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trees and vegetables, at once gave, propf of their inr 
dustry^ and showed the source frofn whence tb^y 
supplied themselves with bread. , 
♦ It, may. appear childish, .but I confess th^t the 
sight of domestic peace flourishing* as it were, m 
the midst of wars and tumults, extremely delighte4 
me. While we continued at anchor, therefore, I 
paid frequent visits to this cottage, and fprraipg ^ 
sort of acquaintance with the old man, . soon pQSr 
sessed . my self of his little history. IJe had^mi^ 
glinted from Spain many ye^rs ago, and }n^rFi€4 \n 
Amerijca. Having bj^en, unsuccessful in businj^s^ 
he had saved from tbje wreck of hi^ property paly 
enough to hire labourers, by whose assistai^ce. hi$ 
present cottage was erected, and his. < little faTni 
cleared ; when, with his wife apd three chUdrpp, 
tl^en very young, he had withdrawn from society, 
and settled himself here? where he had rgraai^ed 
ever since. Once a ye^J?, he or his spn visited the 
main to sell their wool, and purchase such necesr 
saries as their island conld not produce ; but ex-r 
ceptingon these occasions, or when a fishing-boat 
arrived iia his bay, which rarely pccurred,: be had 
ha.d no intercoupse with any human bejng, besidoj; 
his pwn family, for a great l^pse pf f;ime. As may 
he imagined, I found this tribe as sinjple in tbeif 
ideas as in their mode of living. Of reading ^d 
writing all e:5ccept the patriarch hiipself were igpor 
wnl^ nor did they seem to waste ^ tjipugh^ upoq 
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any subject not immediately qonpeqted, with tljeir 
bodily w^nti?. They profes3ed, indeed, to^b^ 
Christians, ^nd would have been prpbably shpcH^^t 
bad I questioned their cUim to $ound Catholicism^ 
though I much doubt whether they in the slighfeg^ 
degree understood the meaning of either term, 

Having remained here till the 7th, we again 
took advantage of a fair wind? ^nd 3tood to sea. A^ 
soon as we had cleared the lake, we directed o^f 
course towards the east, steering, a$ it w^s f^; 
moured, upon Mobile ; nor wa3 it long befprie ws 
came ^n sight of the bay which bears that namie^ 
This is formed by a projecting head-land, <c^lle4 
Point Bayo, in a large island called Isle Psiiuphip* 
Upon the first is erected a small fort, ppssessing tfa$ 
same title with the promontory, which commaqds 
the entrance ; for though the island is at least ^v§ 
iqiles from die main, there is no water for boating 
a ship of any burthen, except within a few hundred 
yarda of the latter. The island is, like Cat Isl^rnd, 
uninhabited, except by one family, and unprovided 
with any works of defence. 
. As the attack of Mobile was professedly pur pbr 
ject, it was clear that nothing cpuld be done pre- 
vious to the reduction of the fort. Th^ ships ac- 
cordingly dropped anchor at the mouth pf the fe^y, 
and imniediate preparations were made for th/e 
siege. But the fort wa^ too inconsiderable ig 
point of ^ize to require the employment of all ow 



' jttfcirefonei was^ aUiltted toithis^aeFriceii i3ke^rrci$t fi^ 
tjei^ded to estetbliBh themteWeffOn thf'^lftniibli^ 

AiXlie dpot of gloiuidf bf^whiqhiW^l^ 
iM»ae66ion) extended twelye - milos ^ in, ,l^p|S^W iHli 
fiYHndniB to tfaree in^ widtlx^ it^rjB^ii)!^ if^if^^sl 
dk^^asd iaandy, well hovered with.^^a$«9J>^||c^^f^n9f 
ifiieiitedby coiitinued/grDw:es of ^oe, c^dar? oplfd^ 
)jl«re}^ • '' On otie side > only is thex^r ^^ ;.j»>v#fi^ i^H^ 
il4ft of sufficient size to co^ta^nate tb^flpfvs^ijifu 
olf t^e ^hoki' which is!^coqsidei<edvsatfp^mM^ 
fatalth J, that the jf>lace is^generdly ufi^ 9^f^^4fi)l!^ 
for'the^sick in the American army^ ^ At ;i|>f ei#n^^ 
i')hf^ye said, it was tenanted by i^O ^ WQf9i'^^)9f|t§ 
smgle family^ the master of which jNWh^}Vi^^9\ 
vmm in the American navxy, and banishe4vhi|;^r^ 
6ome misdemeanour ; but what was tai^^ QWfih 
greater importance, it vfv^ likew ise . /M^9([^$4 S^^ 
cattle resembling in appearance. ti^fbl^k-,^^t|§ 
^ the highlands of Scotland, and no^ b#bindrit)iem 

ia- point of wildness* -^ . , ^?iMa.Miif fft 

- Wbilfe the remainder of the Army^^^ (^£ 
^imebere, t^ 4th, S^Ut and 44tbi:ibein^ )^^^#4 
above the • fort, were Mbui^ied jitt ^ the^ ^ieg^lv . JPw 
small work stands, as I* have stated^ at' th/p ^4^14". 
iiiHyofm promontqry^, TQwai?4sthe,s€ari '^%(St^ 



fiotiofis are respectable enough, but on the lanitr 
sMe it ii tittle better than a block^^houae. The 
nmpart^ being composed of sand» n^t more thKa 
three feet in thickness, and faced with' plank hardy 
carsnon-'proof ; while a sand<*hill rising within pis^- 
toll-shot 'of the ditch, corbpletdy commands it^ 
Wkhin, again, it is as much wanting in accommoda* 
CkA as it is in strength. There are no boml>-proef 
bifiadtsi nor any hole or arch under which men 
nright find protection from shells ; indeed, sadefl^ 
tekMit'hr it in common lodging tooms, that great 
fM^ laT the garrison slept in tents. To reduce ldi!i^. 
fitlite,' thefefore, occupied but a short time. Tlie 
tM^ fiHving assembled on the 8th, drovse tli^ 
4M«JiyVtv}^ their lines on the 9th, dmibrefal 
graWMf'the sam6 everiing. On-the lOth^^^foitf 
^i|jl^t^feif^ pounders, with twohowitzer3 were |>ia6e4 
itt<biitM¥y*'updb the^top of the^Hd-bill; on the 1 1*^ 
ttife^fblt^isurrendered ; and on^ the ISftb^ the gM* 
l4iMW; d^nrsisting of 400 men of the second Ame« 
tfefltb iWgiment, marched out with all the honours 
diP4*atr,'^afndlaid down their arms upon the glacis^ 

^th^tiie reduction cff this trifling work endeld 
all hostilities in this quarter of America^ for the 
iiiMiy had iscarbely re-assemUed, when intelligence 
iMi*v^ ^in England of peace. The news reached 
fiii^ thei }4th, and I shall not deny that it wasn^; 
dfti**d with much satisfaction. Though war is the 
silldiers harvest^ yet it mu^ be conf^ssed^ t)pt 
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when carried on as it had of late bee» condudte^^ 
it»is a harvest of ^hich mien swdoa becomte weary y 
and rtiany of vA having been absent fop several 
ytGit^ from tjM native sliores, experieacedahsokite 
deligfet at the prospect of returning' once ;niOTe4«i 
the bo^om of' our femilies. The communicatito 
wis therefore welcomed with unfeigned joy, shot 
could feny other topic of conversatiom > gain atten«^ 
tiott* throughout the camp, except tlie anticipated 
recent barkation. i. >vj /.;/ 

But as the preliminaries only had been signed^ 
and as Mr. Maddison's approval was requircdbefofffe 
we'should be at liberty to depart, our army <]^iil 
Continued stationary upon the island*^ vOfi^the 
President's conduct, however, no doubts wereiiwiJ 
tettained, and- all thoughts of future « railitiary 
operations were in consequence laid aside;.'! 5F4ie 
sole aim of every individual was tbencefordirto 
make himself as comfortable as circumstdnoes 
would permit, during his sojourn in this wilderaesa; 
Toeflfiect this end various expedients were adopted^ 
Among others, a theatre was erected, in .it^hicfa 
such officers as chose to exhibit performed^for th^ir 
own amusement, and the amusement of theit 
friends. In shooting and fishing, likewise, inirch 
of our time was spent; and thus, by adopting^ the 
usual expedients of idle men, we contrived to passf 
^cmie days in a state of tolerable comfort. , .< : i 

- Ocourpations such as thesdy however, soon grew* 'voh 



PEACE. 355 

sipid^and it was thei'efore withsiiicerfe rejoicing that 
we heard Mr. Maddison's agreement to the terms 
proposed'On the 5th March promulgated. All was 
now hope and exultation, an immediate departure 
was. anticipated, and those were pitied as unfortiu- 
najbe whose lot, it was supposed, might detain thera 
^i^en a day behind their fejlows. But as ,yet po 
movement took place; our provisions were not 
sufficient to authoirize the undertaking so long a 
voyage as we must undertake, did we a^ttempt to 
ruafoF the nearest British settlement; we were 
thoFcforie forced to remain where we were, till a 
frigate ! f should return, which had been sent for>- 
ward' to solicit supplies from the governor of 
duba.^ > 

iDfinriog' this interval, the same occupations 
wtK reported to ; and others of a less agreeable na^ 
ture undertaken. As summer came on, the island 
iseotfordii multitudes of snakes from their lurking 
plaCtes, which infested the camp, making their way 
iQv ;Some instances into our very beds. This wajs 
bad enough, but it was not the only nuisance t6 
which .xiije wc«?e subject. The aligators, which 
during the i?rinter months lie in a dormant: state, 
now began to awake, arid prowling about the mm- 
gia' of the pool, created no little alarm and agita- 
tion^ m Apparently confounded at our invasion of 
their territories, these monstens at first confined 
tliemselvea to the marshy part of die island, but 
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becoming by d^egrees more faniilidf", ttie^ 'sd(i>h* vftji?- 

tured to approach the very preciticts of'theftraYti^ 

One of them at length eht!ered atettt, in wWdh 

only a woman and a child chatoced to b^, Und MV- 

ing stared round as If in amazement, tt/alked *'diPt 

again without offering t6 colrimit aiiy vidhetfc^. 

But the visit was of too serious a nltiite 'id* be 

overlooked. Parties were now forriiied foV iht^t 

destruction, and it was usual on thdir retuW,' ^ra- 

stead of asking how ntany birds, to dettlaiitf 'h6'^ 

many snakes and aligators thefy had sh6t. Of ^ 'tlfe 

former, indeed, great numbers At^iNe ' killed, yto^iif 

the latter not a few, the largest of <whidh ititfashred 

about nine feet from the snout to the tail: *"''^*'*^' 

Another employment, also, deserves tob6 ii(i<fe9, 

because it is truly characteristic of the boyish jolfity 

of yoiing soldiers. Wearied with a state of idleii^^l^s, 

the officers of the 7th, 43d, and 14th dra*g6titts 

made an attack with fir-apples upon those of 'the 

iJ5th, 93d, and 95th. For the space of isomer 6d^s 

they pelted each other, froih morning till night, 

laying ambuscades, atid exhibiting, on a'srtiaU 

scale, all the stratagems of War; while the^tvMile 

army, not even excepting the Generals th^thsfeli^s, 

■stood by and spurred them on. -:..;,. 

But to continue a detail of such prbc^ddifags 
would only swell my narrative, without amiifeftig 
you; I sliall therefore content nfiysdf S*ith 
observing, tlmt things remained *in this" State^ till 
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ii^A^t^^of Marqb, when the long-looked for fri- 
g;;it;^at length^arriyed, and oa the 15th, the firsi: 
fjli^y^io^of.the army embarkuig, 3ets^il.fqr Enjgr 
Ijipid..., yh?;wipd^ However^ was foul, nor did the 
•^t^ips. jpake any way till the 17th,. when a fresh 
l^ji;^,;^^ springing up, we .stood our course, and by 
r^i^ Qclpok on the 2 1 St, could distinguish the high 
;^i^d oj^Cuba, J3ut the violence of the gale having 
^rivpn^.VS considerably to leeward, we were forced 
J^^^^bfftr. upi. and beat. along the coast, on which ac- 
.f^f\u^t;,it was not till the g3d that we came opppsite 

.;JPjtUe pprt of Havannah. 

ij.yiji^i:^, the approach to this city, and its first ap- 
pearance from, the water, it 13 impossible to conceive 
^^iff^ thing more grand and imposing. A little bay, 
^^^Jtjpniely »arrQw at the entrance, forms the har- 
^^^ur,. Qn each side of it stand forts of prodigious 
^;^tf?flgth, particularly those on the left, where ti^e 
,]jf ojLjnd , is gonsiderably ejeyated, while the city 
♦l^elf with its ramparts and towers, its numjerpu? 
f^|:^eple?, spires, and. public buildings, gives an asr 
j^v^'ance..,of wealth and magnificence peculiarly 
. f§tj|ikiijg. When we e^itered, every to>ver wa^sur- 
^ J5^9,lpi,ted >by a . ijatipnal banner half mast high, a cir- 
.cumstance which at least did not diminish the 
^^eflfecti.pf a fir^|; vi,ew; and the guns from, the forts 
, ^^Yfering pur salute, showed us how desperate 
.^ustbe the gonditiou of an enemy that should 
ycftt^re^ within tb^ir range. Why the flags should 
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thbs indicate a general mourning, we were' at- li 
loss to guess, till the pilot informed us that tins^wap 
holy week. Then, indeed; we remembered that 
wi had returned to a Roman Catholic country; »a«id 
rejoiced at the lucky accident which had brought 
tts thither at such a season. ^ ' ' 

* A^ it was late before we anchored, I wis* pttef- 
Wnted from landing that night ; but <m the moi^ 
roW' I went on shore at an early 4iow^ ^iuh Jtbe 
intention of 'seeing as much as my time'wouild'd- 
16w. But in my pitDpoiaed visits to the' different 
points worthy of attention I was interrupted.' '^it 
was Good Friday, consequently all public ^pU^s 
were- shut, and neither guides nor carriages coold 
be ^A>eured. But if I wfts disappointed in thfe, 
niiy^diteppointment wa^ amply compensated by a 
View^fef the religious ceremonies peculiar to' that 
day. 

Walking into the largest church in the city^ I 
beheld; beside the altar, a figure of our Saviour as 
la¥ge aS4ife, nailed to a cross. Beside this figore 
isbAod a number of Mo&ks, one of whom presented 
arod^ with a sponge affixed> to its mouth, :whild «t 
sedbi^ thrusta spear intoitsside^ from which came 
i^t a liquor iiaving the colour of blood and water. 
l?Ws being carefully caught in a golden dish^ the 
figure was taken down #rom the cMss, wrapped 
round with white linen clothe*, and laid upon a 
bi^, wilen an imposing procession ■ began in the 
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follow:ing order: . First marched a. military band, 
:^hy'mg slow and solemn music ; next came a guard 
of soldiersjwith heads bentdown^andarmsreversed ; 
then flawed about two hundred Monks belohg- 
iog to 'different, orders, arrayed in their dark robes, 
with hands and feet bare, and crucifixes suspended 
from their necks. A short interval now succeeded, 
and another party of Monks dressed in white, ap- 
peared, , sipging hymns in honour of the Virgin. 
Neoctcame a splendid couch surmounted by a cano- 
py;,; covtered with white silk, and sparkling with gold 
^d jew<^ls, upon, which sat a waxen image of the 
J^Qther (f Gody clothed in gorgeous apparel. Fol- 
:l0wing ,thjs was another party of white robed Monks, 
ebftupting a requiem for a departed soul, aAd then 
iia aecond interval. At the distance of perhaps 
tWenty yards from these, came two Mopks bearing 
two large silver nails, then two others bearing; a 
^pear and a rod, and then the body of our Saviour, 
Wretched at full length upon the bier* After the 
bierncame two Monks bearing two other nails, and 
then other two bearing a soaaHcrofej audi a ladder, 
iferd, again, there was- another interval, which was 
ftucoe^ed by^i third while-robed party likfiwise 
ehaunting a requiem. Next to these came about 
*wei*y candns arrayed in scarlet j then another 
Gouoh covered with crimson Velvet, which sup- 
ported a- figure of Mary Miagdalen, likewise in k 
ailkting posture 5 [then a second body of canoiis sue-- 
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Agtp^.tl^ a^iflth^ gva^;d>Qf /«>l4ics^ ^ 

^e^j)^,$t;?uq|c, fey 0ii$ sgl^i^^i profips^ijair- , o UfbeMiw* 
^gribrfl^ecj. by ^(B.Jbapuds wefeslo^vwd iDOmviAiJli 
If^eyqipes of the sipg€ur$iyier^d^ep^ftil44n^aio^^^ 
^£ep?es^wpre rich to ^ degree of spl^fJow^ andjlbh« 
l^j^gle^^jas gpwe. ^Urqugh..ijKith.p[iUfib/ftppW(^tiid^^ 
^9j[^iu,,.jtfp. dpub^ iwhea regarded with ihet^fe 
i^j^f\fQpiqxii^XYie . whpte may; seewisametfciog \V€^p 
than ludicrous, but it is impossible- to -witnassiilhlsi 
s^lp^e, . ,apj4 1 ^9 1*^^8911 .pn its propriety 1 a»t -the/ igafce 
t^ji^^. ^VVs.lqng as tbe:pag)9a«t).is,befoifeiyouii eywy 

iy^ tJU aftq; .it; hast disappeared, that yomarfijii^j 
cjjipi^fl, tq a§k. ypur3elf why you ,gav^ w^y. to 4«lti 
lags pC.that nature. yet,,a»io?ag:th€>^nativje^« Ji 
t^WS^?. I ,pop^ ,ob(?e]cyp ja cpijsid^rabj^ idegf^ioiE 
Iqyjjy. /It i$i . jtjrye, . that a^.^ipftny.as.were* iivctl* 
str^pts, ^ p^ at tihe w^ndp^sfe droppjed upon tbei» 
kne^^s ,Khile, th^ pf pces?ipn pa^edrb^^t th^^ 
lopl^^; ^nd ^^vppr^pse(l:.?pilqs ^ffipiently .prpved^ 
th^ji^tliipy ki^lt pijily bpc^^se tb^ .werQ.pfeJiged>tor^ 

^|[^in^^^^^ , 4t. ]tbe dflor .Qf < rth^ iCli;Uf?gh^^he»« ^ 
thg rep J;^q^t2dipn of , t^ifi prucifixjipn ]^ , beeii »!»$ 1 
hiSi;t^ i^heifuner^J^ it w^fi ^9ith§t xt\Mt^L 



Ml^t^WTkf'vt^ a slow and tnearared pac^il As 
'$St toU^tthe soldier^ walked two and two, it c6^ 
yered, I should conceive^ little less than a mile'ii 
l^iotddt,' Mid after winding from latie to lane, and 
£Kmi «i[Uare to s^are, directed its steps towards a 
paiticular c^vent where the waxen image waisi 
wl^mHlydepceited in a vault. It is said, but with 
W^t 'truth I cannot ptetend to determine, that 
a^>idifierentjmageis made use of every year, and 
diat tht vault is now^o full of waxen corpses, that 
it^H be necessary before long to have solne of 
^l^m^destFoyed. - 

u^iaviiig now got rid of the most sacred pai't of 
tb«iT> burthen, the Monks, bearing only the two 
cmichesjwt'unied in procession by the same roiit and 
ittfthe^ame order as* they had pix)ceeded, only ^h^' 
btads sOriYck'up lively airs, and the singers chautitifd 
b^mn^^li^f' rejoicing and hallelujahs. Instead of 
\hilldng ftt ailowptfce, likewise, they stepped but 
sMsbsTtiisia sort of dance, and reaching the dbor 
o£'4hie 'great church, they there separated, eacih 
pftrt^p» b^t^ning to its own house to cel6brate mas^.' 
llnto^one 6r two of the Consent chapelSl like- 
wi^^€Qtiered,'and was present during the petforrh- 
ance of their very striking service. I found thfeth 
omatfa«iltedM thc^mdsttnagnifitiht mariner. The 
rafterSi'i;ffAa»y being gilded over, and all the wiii- 
dc^W^'K^rid^Wdijd 'With st£uned glass. Of pictures, 
aAft>^hat^4triick ine^^s something better than mere 
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daubs, there were also great numbers. . In a word, 
it seemed as if I had reached the heart and capital 
of Roman Catholic splendour. Nothing that I 
had beheld in the tfidthe? Gpuntry aould at all com- 
pare with what was now before me, and I returned 
in the evening to my ship, not indeed a convert to 
rtie' principles of that religi6»n, but decidedly As- 
ttt^shed and confounded at th(^ 9ofemti ttragtltfi^ 
<tjttce'bf its c^iiemonies. > mU' * > ^ ,: 

't''^- •■ » ■ ■ '■.■-': ■"■■.■ • "'■•".•r/j.'.rj«.nu« 5 
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At an early hour iiext morning I returned to the 
cilby^ and found that the face of affairs had under- 
gone a complete revolution. . No morei melancholy 
countenances, no closed shops and vacant streets 
were now to be seen ; all was bustle and rejoicing, 
bells ringing, carriages rattling along, flags flying, 
and guns firing. The solemnity of Good-Friday 
ends, it appeared, at ten o'clock on Saturday morn- 
ing ; and from that time the merriments of Easter 
have their commencement. 

The whole of this day I spent in strolling over 
the different walks, and points of view from whence 
the town and surrounding country may be seen to 
most advantage, and I certainly must pronounce it 
by far the most magnificent colonial capital I have 
visited. The streets are in general wide, clean, and 
airy; the houses, except in the suburbs, are 
composed entirely of stone, and being occasionally 
intermingled with convents, churches, and other 
public buildings, produce a very striking and hand- 
some effect. Though surrounded by a rampart^ 
Havannah has little of th6 confined and straight- 
irned appearance by which fortified towns are 
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^t roc^ for .^«i^i$plfty ,9jf ej^g^p?^ 9flc|,ffpatJf^ 
v; )!K)jenx.you asceo4^basV»9n,:whiph,PiyerJljiijfltg^^|ff 

iw^RW' ^bfr <y^y w^tK^iM^ t?;w^?, ,an^ fi>i?%Ji,?? 

J^pn44t^ againj you'perp^lyp.a-^ripdiogjp^j^ 
-ta. I wMch .Abashes, , tlifjee ^if|qs. thci ; ^^(^^ii^Tf 

j(^^9,.^pd. Indian jporix .succee4,,.ipjf):39f3^,,/yy 
^^^yespf orange and Mher.fyuJt trees^ ■wfJ^jfiH.^f^'- 
j^^pd fpi- soijiie miles in a so^t of. .inclined pl^pj^,,i^ 

^e ,^ti lengtli bounded by lofty and T,ugg^4flli9M^' 

j^jns. .On your left,again, is jth? jeri^e^pip e^tir^jBC 

^i^lie,bay, sqpar^tipg yo^ from tlie ^orp,, a ^^^e^f 

^tlesi rem^rJ&abJi? fpn .their steeiigtb £uifj„f,s^j^ 

jjp^^hind we,ep the waters of the Gulf of, ^e^cQ ; 

.^}j4,on the right is another. vjevir,|nucl3» t^&^bj(^ 

.^t; wW^ li^ before, joiii,. only, -that -it;, wi^p^e 

^^^wedj- the high grpui;d.be^rjng,itt t^i^djrpf* 

.|^^.plp;3eruppj^;thecityk . Pn.the,)Yhj9le^,,^^,^9t 

jp^ember , ^o have hega .moTe . forcibly ,sitr ia^,)^ 

Hfly; ^scenery , thap. that which, 1 beheld fn^fJtjji^s 

.^^9lf^ f so well .were town and country, iy^t^^s 

^llfl^j , fipttyep^s, 4wd an4 water, , bill . . ^ , lyate 

combined. 
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'^^"^^Mvih^jjeiit sdrii'tfhotirs in t^tiaMirtg^tifr(^b 
tfiy'Ht^,''Iehtf(dav6iii^ed to'tolakfe my ^Vay'iiitb'thiS 
ibfts; iMid ri3tatnine' rtie state of the Woffcs. 'Bfeft 
1tt"b(Wh bf"<he^-'attfe^)tS■ rWaS iiiteiTiJiitedi 
Wfe6tit'att'6rd6t' fbiri the Ooverrtb^l^^as'tnfbttW-" 
^ it6iie;^etitifthe tiatives are permitt^ to ttrtfet 
the Moro, and all applications on the' paHJ^'bf 
^i^i^Mi,' ate anifotrtily tefased. ThefeWis a 
^^^fe^ttf jealousy i'ti' this, as needless aS it «ras M^- 
hhM, btltfndfeddthfe wht)l'e tdiiduCt of the Sp^tii^ 
IrtrtAttrrtifei'gave'prdbf ttP iheii* relhctaihce to' adnfit 
ilttWM'allid; ev^tl to the commoii rites of hosf)i 
'^Ify. ' ' ' Fr6th' thfe iribtH^nt wfe entered the hif bdtfr 
"ftie^ilWfe Bf thb 'i'sWiid vir'ei-e called but, 'tftanj^'of 
-^e''^k M^mh. *ibhirtiaMed"Our shipping ''(v'drfe 
'^ti?iB'''drii'd=kft?fferyffl6ii^ith lifted fdsefe^; stBdft 
eAWifekrt^'ftfes^de' theih. All ofderv^s fik^Viyfe 
;^yt!r^ii,'''p%iiibit?n^' more' thkii two' per^ohs to' MH 
^&ifh6 Satfi'i'tfmfefrdiri 6deh' vessfefi; 'aha niab/bih^ 
"lii^baiddbtis ^ei'e tikett, littld compliriifehtary td'tM 
■§6ydKit\i'oft\\6se;i6 wHdin 'Spain miist ft.fel'th'dt 
^h6'We&" h'ei' ^^er^ "exlstfeAbe'. ' Ih' spit^ of tH^^ 
'^^SCWbaikd; 'hi)Wi6\^er;'I Contr'rVed 'tb s^ehd k yJl/e^ 
ifft^'ts 'dity'wM WvidhsktisfacHoir? Th6"(>pfefe 
^atid'Tlieai^t^^d^^'dn Ea^tef'Suiida^/^nd cdtitl- 
Mukg 'bpeii tftiWiig'therdh1ditid'ei''bf dfir' ^lfa^,"M- 
'ti'rfelt6tt"^itffie1dht 'amusehietft fbr ' the' ^W^hii^, 
'"^Mi iftWklkiii^^'or ridhig' k^fti" iif exairiffifeg 

^ ar^ifeHt'thut^fes'atid chajjels, aiitf'Ht eHat*% 

.'O'jidaEo: 
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"^ith nuns throng the. grate, or JVIenksTiUiitlMn 
their cells, my mon^ngs passed* ftway mote q«ickl}i> 
tiiati I desired. :"v .«; . ...;r ■''.,.■.,■ r ' ..'.Mi-t;- 
Atleqgtli, ouf victua;llk>g and>wattrkigi heing 
campktejoni d:ie 9th«of Apnl we bade adi<8%i>ta>the) 
shores of Cuba, and running ^foag rwath ihtetgiiiif 
^eaun^ took our course towands Bemnuda^ / The 
wind favoured Os greatly, and on the 17tli w-ft 
again reached theise iskiBdis; where (M'^e flayed till! 
thei33d; when once more /setting sail;, we ^Weiei^ 
directly^ for Englaiid.^ During* the ^ remaisidietf > ol) 
the i voyage nothing of importance'OQe«i|ipred:>>tiil 
die<7th of May, wlien^ reaching in to w&rd^/tibifil^ 
shores of Brest, we were astonished by bedtt^ldiiigs 
the ttri-colqured flag floating . from, ther oitaidkl, 
€tfMthe;migbrt:y events which had taketi ?pJacei3li; 
Eairope^ we were as « yet in perfect ^ ignitwannKm' 
T'hoiigh 8urprised>; therefore^ • j afc ^ the = first i vJewe df * 
that beacon of war^ we naturally concluded it >tt) ibc» 
no noore thsm a signal, and passed on< <A^ithoi»t< 
enquiry. As we ascended the channel^ :howtive^ 
we ! were hailed hy a schooner which f profesi^i < tof 
cioimmuQi^te some jiews cdncemiing Buqi^i^Maijtt^^;; 
bust the wind being high|. we could )BotdiJtiiBi^6ly 
tell iwhat wasi said ; i nof > was it till the Qtbj i wlten^ 
w«;had anchored off^ Spit^Jiead^ tjhatfthe re-appeaiv. 
ance of that wonderful >man was madeiknowi[|.iO{>^T 
I i The effect of this intelligence' it wouldi b^ difS^i 
cult to desicribe^ J At? first it was. reaeived; with- 
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icdamations, but by afud by, thos« %ho liad 
ckeAmed of hoiaie b^an to perceive ift ittlie<de^ 
struction of their visions. Yet we cooaiderod that 
izs^et were soldiers^, and certainly no regret .was ex- 
perienced wheo we were ordered to re^embarfc^ 
atttd sail for the iDowns« l 

/Having thus brought my narrative to a cooacli^ 
sion, I cannbt lay aside my pen without offering a 
few remsirks upon the events of this, busy yewy 
and ^the nature of an American war in< generali 
In doing so, I shall begin with the unfortunate 
attack upon New Orleans, and endeavour,; in at 
few woFds as possible, to assign the true causes rof 
^feilitirei -'xj.-'.r 

ffom the account which I have given o(f tbii' 
affair^Hitwill itppear that from its very commitocflb* 
ipeart lit was replete with error, and gave pmrnisb 
of no bett^' result than ' actually occurred. ^.Idd 
not here allude to the spot fixed upon for landing 
because; that was as appropriate as could be cboaen> 
Neither" do I allude to the groundless rumoura 
brought' in^^by deserters ; for to such all assailants 
ai^ li»bie;>biit the error lay in the steps subsequently^ 
adopted;! in the unhappy advance of tlie first di^l 
visi6n from' a place of concealment into the opbn' 
counti^yj without pushing for\vard to the exljent^ 
required: ' The fact is, that having resuth^d the 
main? land in safety, one out of two plates mi^iit 
b^e' been selected by Genetol Keanej which; fin 
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all )>roltebn!ty, would have been e^urily^atMiiBd 
i»^h fiutidtsn. Either hevA^ht htti^ i^Mndmdd^H 
tlitf tridrtes tili the whole aTmyw^«aWttttbl»*j»^H 
diis was dedHied <langeroi£i, he ought Iigp fib Vii» Mkt 
T^6ed upon the city, w!^ the fitiat'dii^ibW^^lkttli 
If It be ohgectcd, that a force of- lfi6& leiiifi h)iB 
f]6fcoMpeteht for an underf akiitg ^ hiiat^o^i^ ias 
(ihe latter, I reply that there could be ite hftfre 
hazard in it than in the step which wtt^*^»fi^6flr^ 
iSfriw'Orleans i^not a regular fbHifidAfi<«v ^Ti^^ilir- 
iiij^ a l«rgse aimy, anda powei^l hitteriii^^t\fsAft 
ftr Its reduction. In obtaiiimg pbssesstetfVif*ft 
iih^re would have been no difficulty; becii!ftfe^%*H6r 
^Vei^ reason to believe that the Ameridfti^^rdcrttf 
rfeillj^ were,' at the time of out* landiiig, i^rile krfrll^* 
abrfve the city ; and surely it wouM ndthaVfel^ifeS^ 
niore'bard to repulse an attack tHthiii a tbwW, tha^ 
iil tHe open country. But neither of thcsfe cbiirsisr' 
was pursued. The advance was withdraWtt^iH^ 
concealment, and intelligence of the poitift' thffclity 
ehed, communicated to the American general ;''tKfe^ 
cotfsequence of which was a well-directed dttdck 
upbn our bivouac; and an intmediatb doi rf nnttic^ 
nrfent of those works which afterwards resisrted ^^ 
repelled alt our efforts. , ' ■ ■ ' ^» 

The second error evident in this busirie^d^ Si^^i 
the selection of the Schooner instead of thd irfhlp 
for destruction. Had the latter, which lay fefthtr 
up the stream, been destroyed, it is clear tMt.lSle 
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%-flBfSy «?€^fe dggTfi?. t9 the T^pujse :(l^,tlJe, ^t^ .,^ 
^^fci^-'^tlf^'^gwa.o^'* gflneri^ afi^JIWf .W^ 

4^W^8ftef;*y^£^spft,4i9pl9.yedip.bif,4r^t,^ 
teP,W^lP Sl^^fi^^ advance, would lose %^5f^j^ 
l«5?>«^k'lWi.P^ft'"P.<<f^»^ position .*fo^4fi^^ SH^, 
^cl¥P\iM,%;^^y. tl?!&>nepk of. lapd, ind^4, ,w^ f j|(;^^ 
^^i^iW^- W"?^ l^y« .Ijqen €;spe?ted ; aodjrteS^ 

^te^fg^^S^f^ii^S^^. so.mupli tq.hi? strsftg1;lj^^ 

^'B^»3*f^^J^9Wl?,ly/8Hfifered;sevejqly,j "^Ht.JW^rt 
questionably pur chances ofj SHJ^ey ipjg; i^'^r^ . mk, 
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ifeys in idleness, no other btera^<5aiiib(^ laid lupcai 
the' l^dtfiif ^the'^sx^editidn/ >*Hi» it«em^t«tdlsi- 
tehbe the idnewy'i&'gunS wad'un^^faesiifid/t^nd'ms^i 
thfertfbi-e biei d^fetted uHforttttiate in iitfefesm^e^ rather 
th^ iti its design ; but his subseqiaent >flB^ laio 
\iwds can sufficiently ajjplaud^ It was 'a* Once 
BWd'tod jUdicions; and deserved, fin* evefyipoiik 
bf vie\v^ a di'flferent res\!ilt from that with whidhiit 
Wtfs' attended- But for its failui^ poor: Pakeriham 
i^in no wuy answerable. Ag&ihst the billing in ^ 
^^^!anal, no prtidence could provide; anditatfas 
fobs of time thereby d^ccasiotied, the fatal issuB'of 
the* ' decisive battle tnay in some measurei ibe 
nicribed, < . ; ,, 

•It/ must, however, be confessed, that this sad 
catemity was nbt wholly occasioned by unavoidh 
^We accidents/ For the conduct of Colonel Mul- 
lens, and the 44th Regiment under his command, 
lib excuse clan be offered. When I include that 
*brps in the censure bestowed upofn its comman- 
der, it is evident that I do so only as one^woiild 
Wkme ^schoolboys for deficiency of learning, wliioise 
faster W£to unfit for his office. Unless a leader 
Understand his duty, it is not possible that -a ..regi- 
ment can c(H)duct itself with propriety:? and^as 
the 44th Xvjas as tniich composed of British? soldiers 



tained but that, had it bqen differently commai^i^^ 
it)WDukl »baijei )i«ade fi diffeI;^e^t $guri^. on,^^ pre- 

3eii|;idbtres»ingiQCQa^ioii., :.i . o. i .; . ^/xu. 

-i<But.tJ[ie WhaMiOur Df 4;he jGcJowl Was, .^isgraggi 

ftji 1 1 in, ( thfe . jfeigh^^ . ; degree, . . Wbj^ft , . thfr • lOJ^fiiJ? 

TOCte issmd for ' his- r^^Rie^ . tQ fcew? tjie ,f;E^^ijfl;^ 

Oiid kdc^eiSiiojsteaid of fqeliug a priqb.at t^^e Jaofl^gf 

confettoedbupoiii theiid^ tb^.oflBpeiTi ffl^^ i jntp; despt^yj. 

He>o»tated^ iw theih^^wg of; tli^Kpriy^te fS^^cJifft'^ 

thaib.'hia xTfM-psjjwa^: d^Qted to d^tX\kc^iQn,hr^i^fl 

coaiduoted himaeif,i ia . ev^ry : respect, ^\\ip, i^j, g^^ 

demn^d'iccimiiiat.oft.the Might, p^fjvio^. tqiibjp 

sccecutlon; . jWhedoi the (roopg . got . wid^r ari)^ 

ioatdad i£ihrm^\n^ jhh battaliqa ta th^ jedoutfeft 

j^here 'he ihaddbeen instruoted tO: find thfi Iftdd^^ 

he marched directly past it, and led them ijotfttliP 

iftddiw^ithout .a :i!Bipgle ladder or fa^^ine- When 

4he day dawDed> and -he wm^mttthwk ^',,the^ 

-jniittruments,) he headed hi^i corps in its ^retriOgmd^ 

, tno vemen ty but ; left it to return » ap J t lOpuld to . j^p 

ifoont^ vatidL wiieni sOtight for.tQ guide ithe attack^b^ 

"fros no; where to.be ibundt That; ^ re^imi9lit,<j^h)^ 

i^Ibosed and deserted by its commanding lofiip^r^ 

tdmufld .^all into confusion, cannot/ occasiQU/^^ny 

'Stnptise ; and therefore the suba^weivt 4ispfldfiriy 

-a^ancc bjmI hasty retreat of ithe 44tb> M^fkriifP 

iJtt<wre tbaa might have beea expected- 
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4* 'arnqr^iheire be. asked, .whether,- rpTOyidgd^ all 
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things had gone right ©ti this aide of the rivets pM- 
vid^d the 44th had done its duty^ ^and the ladders 
and fascines had been properly brought - u]^^ tbe 
delay in carrying the batteries 0!B' the of^esitelide 
would not alone have oiccasio^ied 0. defeat. • This 
must of course remain as a /matter of cbiib^ } but^ny 
oivn private opinion is that it would/iiot» ^Had 
the fascines been at hand to cast into the -diibch, 
and the ladders to plant s^ainst the ^ram^t 
as soon as day-tight a^pes^red^ I conceive that tbe 
battle would have ended in favour of the/asaailanti; 
b.ut as tiiis ;Was. not the case^ as the -away J(ifm 
und^r fire before th^se ^plements were so 4Q(ateh 
as sought ^i\ it is np wbnder that victory 4eclared 
for the Americans. To plant ladders and fasoiiieip 
in open day ^ and under a heavy discharge of .mus- 
ketry and artilleiy, requires much coolness- and 
determination, neither of which was eviwcedifbj/' 
the corps to which that duty was assigned :.fdr 
being deserted by their leader, and ignorant of 
the point whither they. were ta proceed, 'the* sol- 
diers lost their ranks, and advanced oj? retreated m 
their individual feelings urged them, ^ coNi^vrngik^ 
field with those very machines. which they, oiigftoi 
to have carried to the foot, of the ram^jrts.i*.a»lie 
consequence of this was, that other i:egini;esatai^kie^ 
wise fell into k:onfusion^ and before oa'derxouildise 
restored, all the generals were borne dead or 
wounded from the field. Much the greater i^rt, 



tlierefi>m, v£ die h\zm6 attadimfalb t6 tii^ Mihre, 
must rhst where fidelity of nairatidnf haanoWigrf 

;fiieto< place it.- '. . . /."^ •••'•:;-/. - ^ 

' Bttt^ke ptittiary cmise of thk defeat* ^4|f' life 
tnosedt^ H^uarce ^e^reti mote di^toxit than a% limv^ 

to^ihe eHitmy.' How this occtrrred I shaB not ^feike 
ft tt^A'nie toHfied^e, though several tiaJmotoh^'brf^ 
ittg^ lejfst the gtttse pf probability, hat?e been dr- 
-etilaited. Tlieilfetack upon New Oridans 3wnis "^ 
fmiedty^ ^ecreft e^jtpeditiott ; so'secrct^ -iiidcedi, thWit 
w«5 not coftitftuMCAted to th^ inferfof dfieeie iHA 
feioMtew in i*ie aainatnent, till tmmediately p«vi;<^ 
to Jotir fitting Jafftiaica. To the American^;, ^^ 
ev«;'1t appeals t6 have been known' toiig tfefisHf^ 
andftience it th^y iMt; in^ad of taking theni ttfett- 
wates, We found theiili fuMy prepared fw X)ai- wjofep- 
tion. But it is past, and cannot be tedlldAv d^ 
thferefere to point out errors on the part of *iy ooiin- 
tiy men loan serve no good end. That the faihatel^ 
tobe'latoehtfedi no one ^ill deny, «inbi the con4Hiei^ 
/of NewOrieans would ha^e been feeyrtivA all^coftt- 
ixw^ott tiie miwt valuable a'eq[ttisitix)n that <^oul4 fe 
imadetoChe BrkishdomStaioni, thrbughb^t tlie wb^^ 
wfestenrhediifi^ere. In po^sesfeibftbflJh&tpSSf/^v^ 
should have 4teptt^ entire ^(WiiheM trkdfe >df tWe 
Utilted States fe >check5 n^id'foi^rtii^efd niiefcnfe ^*f 
commerce to our b^n merdiarits, bf inbateid^^le 
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. ' Tbt febt w, lio#et«fi ^V Wh«A' #e Ifitefe bhfdk 
il|>bn tlie whole iieriteSdf fe^«titsi-pwjdwaid>b;^'tb6 
late ATnericdB w^r, ttre ^hfifll fiiMi littki tha^ll^lik^fy 
■lo flatter otrir tiairity,''or 'ittfctefettfr'ort* is^Mrif^i*- 
^a&ee. £s:eetrt^lb#'i^bbcdai^iti€ai^Eldk,ilttite<^^ 
^e(rttitiReue«i&eti«,'nidth&britti«fit'ib'^ti^ 
'iligfioii,- ie-will be fdatid'-tbat iotti* 2(^£»^>%^iei^l«^ 
'fiiiiMftatetly'ljafaed <ft repulsed oft-sbo^j^'ttbUe ^ 
sci^,'^iai'the'exti«j»ti6a ^'the capture '^<fe<EJdife- 
^pd^e, ftnd-bneiortwo other Bfilni§'^5<vHMd^ lis 
'itbbcItAion,'- wc have heea eqtBiHy - ub*oi6eessftrt. 
'Fbtrt wftatt itJatise '^e» thisC pidceed^ ^'Ndififcth 
«rtty inferkJfhy in ebtfrag^ *r dtttf |)lltte, 'l>W^ 
these part!<!ijfeif5 Britfeh sdWiefs- 'and^ si^V6i«%fll 
yidd-tb notie m the wofrM. 'Hiete'taWib.'Se!!^ be 
Sottie •b&t^i taose fbr these nHsfbrtunfe^^'ftiitf^^he 
4jause is surely one which has eontilibally^Biillll^ 
'ail our plans of American warfiuie; = '^ > • •" ''■- 
We have' long^ been habituarted • *o desjil^ ^-the 
American^ aA an efiyen^ uawortby of r$erk>U^ t^ 
^ardv To this alone it is to be attributerf^fhat 
fiipiUi half manned were' sent ouVtiytiope^'iv^ 
M^ capable of containing' them ^thin^ 'their 
llBfHs J And to this, alsi>, the trifling hatfdfhk'^f 
ttt>6pi dispatched to conduct the war bjr landJ 'In- 
^ikkA tyf fifteen hundred, had ten thousa^ men 
kiled fh)fn the Garonne under Oeneral"RoM;lh0^ 
diffetehtly irlight he have acted! 'Thierel'WdU'M 
htf\he bete then no Uecesiity for a re-embarkart!toQ, 



^WU tW€|,giy,^a^]^Tth(8^ defencj^Qf Baltimow; bwt 
j^SiIchingr,s?rftW' thprOQUinlay^ li^ .might hay^ dro^ 
t»rl^iDH€^xjii^, wl»t/h<9r did to the othe?. And it }^ 
^^iS;iQB}y ih^ti^t war with Amenotcau be (ucce$«^ 
J^f^carc^d pn^ To^p^etrate iip thecpuuUy amid&ls 
j>$k(hl«S6 |brest$ aod houndkss dqseTtSy a^d to ainfi 
j^ op^rmaneoj^ conquest, is out ^f the queatipiL 
J^^fW^ imust bp assaulted only on her coasts. 
Jifeifjbi^rbours destroyed, her shipping burnec}, and 
h^ s^eapprjb towns laid waste, are the only evils 
(jiff^h 9he has reason to dread j and were a suffi-« 
(Pi€^)fe,fof;ee embarked with th^se orders, xm) Ame!» 
(p^nr^vir^r would be of long continuance. 
HJ i$^ .melmcholy experience has now taught rHs 
^^Ifijiait; such a war must not be entered intQ, 
hilip^s it be conducted with spirit; and th^P 
is no conducting ^ '^t with spirit, except with 
^tsiifi^ient numerioal foirce^ To the plan which 
J, propose of making desert the whole line of 
tqpast, it may be objected, that by so doing, we 
fsjKMild distress individuals, and not the GQvem-» 
, ^en t* JBut they who offer this objection, forget 
i the: nature both of the people whose cause tl\ey 
jpfeadf and of the Government under which they 
, )a,Y^. Ii;i a democratical G oyeramen t, the voice of the 
vpwple niust at all times prevail. The very, menj-r 
{ j^prs, of .the: House pf Representatives are the. iper-r 
fi9iW i^bPi, from sqch-proceedingi^, Woul4,, suffer 
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mo^ severely, and we all know bow fs^r private 
mffenng gpef^. tp kifl^Qiicea man^s public opinipiid. 
Be^^ tbQ very pritLciple upon wbicb tbe advcfe^tes 
l^rthfi s&crfidneisis of private property proceed, ijifiJ- 
tegeibber eifroneous^ I admtt^ tbat, in absqlut^ ino-* 
mTQliie9>. wbexe wur is more properly tbi? pastime of 
kinga^ tban the desire of subjects,, non-comb|^tiiiii:ii ' 
ougbt to, be dealt with as humanely as po^ible. 
Not BPf however, in States governed by p()pulajr 
assemblies. By compelling the constituents tb ej;;* 
penence the real liardsbips and miseries of warfare^ ' 
you will sopn compel the representatives to a vote 
of peace.; and surely that line of conduct k,^ npob ' 
the whole, most humane, which puts the sp^edibil' 
period to the. cruelties of war. There are. few men' ". 
who would not rather endure a ragifig fev^f for three 
daySy than a slow and lingering disease for three 
months. So it is with a democracy at war- Bum 
their houses, plunder their property, block up their 
harbours, and destroy . their shipping in a few* 
places ; and before you have time to proceed to the 
rest, you will be stopped by entreaties for .peace* 
Whereas, if you do no mischief that can be avoided j 
if you only fight their fleets and armies wiierever 
you meet them, and suffer the inhabitants to live 
in undisturbed tranquillity, they will continue these 
hostilities till they have worn out the means of one 
party, and greatly weakened those of both. 

Should another war break out between Great 
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Britaiii and America, this is the course to be 
adopted by the former. Besides this, I humbly 
conceive that a second attempt should be made 
upon Ne;w Orleans, . since the importance of tlie 
conquest would authorize any sacrifice for its at- 
tainment ; and when once gained, it could be easily 
defended. The neck of land, upon which that city 
is built, extends in the same manner above it as be- 
low; and therefore the same advantages which it 
holds out to its present defenders it would likewise 
hold out to us. A chain of works thrown across 
from the river to the marsh would render it inac- 
ces^ibts from above : while, by covering the lakes 
and the Mississippi with cruisers, all attacks from 
below ;\fould be sufficiently guarded against. 
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^ > . THE END. 
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ERRATA. 



Page 40, 

46, 

55. 

60, 

92, 

122, 

145, 

149, 

203, 

238, 

249, 

252, 

254, 

258, 

259! 
276, 
277, 
285, 
298, 
307, 
353, 
364, 
365, 



line 4, for Franc read Trave. 

14, for front read point. 
4, from bottom, deU further. 

10, for water read crater, 
ast line, for part read park. 

2, for fusees read fuses. 
9, /or Bran read Bean. 

4, jfor glorious read glaring. 

6, from bottom, for army read enemy. 
17, for sea r«ad Asia. 
6 & 10, for Bayoute read Bayouke. 
19, for drift read shift. 

9, before a mile in$ert only. 

5, /or comrades read carronades. 
9, /or coming read came. 

7, yiw* fire-charge read discharge. 
5, /or apprehended read apprehending. 
4, from bottom, /or houses read horses. 

13, for scattering read pattering. 

3, for gain read join. 
9, /or they read day. 

4, a/Cer plank insert are. 
12, o^er sides in^rt of. 
16, ^or fusees read fuses. 



which 



The absence of the Author from London must apologize for these Errata, 



he reader is requested to correct for himself* 
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